The South Messhall Murals: A Pictorial History 



By Phillip Clark 
Part: II 

In this Issue of the News we bring you part two of a four part series on the mu- 
rals that grace the south dinning room of San Quentin.' 

The pictures here are the two that ar? painted on the partition separating the 
first and second sections of the dinning room. 

The mural on the left was the first painted by Mr. Santos and is on the east face 
of the partition. It depicts California as a cornucopia of wealth, and covers all the 
facets of present day life in the state extending from agriculture, fisheries, heavy 
industry, and shipping. 

By far the most complex of the six murals painted, and s judged to be the most 
-beautiful, its very complexity defies the viewer to pick but its many scenes at first 
study. Men who have been in San Quentin for many years still look at it in wonder 
and shake their heads, for they are continually finding within its makeup some- 
thing they had not noticed before. 

The mural gracing the west of the partition takes us back to the war years be- 



tween 1940 and 1945. It depicts California and its people geared for World War II, 
and covers the many faces of the California home front from Pearl Harbor to V-J 


A close look at the mural will give the viewer a kaleidoscopic outlook into the 
difficulties experienced by the civilians and the soldier alike in the days of shortages 
and rationing, and the outpouring of the wealth and personal sacrifice of the people 

of the state. ___ 

Here is to be found all the ft u i fcfpw o rk of a people. 
The aircarft factories/ship yards, military installations, and diverse services need- 
ed to sustain the war. 1 . \ 

Here, too, are found the joys, sorrows, hopes, and final triumph of that war. With- 
in the fabric of the mural we\$eethe strength of the people, and on the final day 
of victory the searching for a new life in a state and world reaching for a time of 
peace. \ { 

In the next issue we shall bring you Part III of the early California history, 
and the leap into the space age. J 


Varsity Softball 

Pirates in Split With Dublin Corral 


By T. D. Ventura 
Sunday, June 27, Dublin 
Corral rode up to San Quentin’s 
Coughlin Field and made the 
Esque Pirates eat their dust 
in the- first game of the sched- 
uled double-bill by pounding 
out 12 base hits, which included 
ftree HRs arid a pair of doubles, 
to score an impressive 10-7 vic- 
tory diver 'our boys in' blue. 

; J D. Boswell didn’t pitch one 
of his better games. He gave up 
eight- earned runs and 12 hits, 
he walked- only two men but 
he managed only one strike- 
out. His mound opponent on the 
other hand allowed only three 
earned runs to cross home plate 
on seven base hits; he engi- 
neered eight strikeouts and 
issued only two walks. 

Dublin Corral didn’t have any 
really big explosive inning as 
they chipped away in all the 
frames except the second and 
sixth which they didn’t score 
any runs. Boswell was pounded 
very hard and most of the hits 
against him were hit very hard. 

San Quentin picked up two 
runs in the first, one in the 
fifth, two in the sixth, and two 
in the seventh to account for 
their scoring. Boswell picked 
up a double and Gene Williams 
garnered a triple. Homeruns 
• were belted by Bob Holland 
(his first of two^n the day), 
John Nunes, and Art Bernacil 
for Dublin Corral; Ray Alsdorf 
had three RBIs for the winners 
also; Boswell got two hits for 
the Pirates. 

Pirates Get Revenge 
The second game was a com- 
plete turnabout-face as our 
Pirates lashed out with 13 base 
hits to score a 10-2 victory over 
their adversaries. Richard “No- 
hit” Thompson picked up his 
fourth consecutive win to keep 
his unbeaten record intact. He 
allowed only two earned runs 
to cross home plate and gave 
up only three base hits. The 
only damaging blow was Bob 
Holland s second roundtripper 
ot the day coming off Thompson 
in the 3rd frame. Virgil Dahl 
suffered -the loss, for Dublin. 


J. D. Boswell and Jack Briggs 
picked up triples apiece with 
Mike Schwartzman, Bob Linsley, 
Bobby Moore, and Percy Curtis 
managing to get doubles. 

Saturday’s Fiasco 
Bob Linsley ’s big booming bat 
lashed out for a Homer and a 
£air of doubles good for four 
RBIs to lead Str Quentin past 
Kean’s Chevron 18-1 in a game 
played Saturday, June 26. Rich- 
ard Thompson picked up his 
third straight win pitching, a 
five-hitter and giving up just 
one run; enroute to his easy 
victory, Thompson fanned 12 
enemy batters and gave up no 
free passes. 

Carl Zimmerman picked up 
his first hit on the season as he 
whacked a 4th-inning homerun 
that just barely reach^ft the 
laundry roof. Bob Linsley and 
Richard Thompson also hom- 
ered for the Pirates with Bobby 
Moore getting a triple and a 
double in four plate appear- 
ances. G. Davis picked up three 
of his team’s five base hits in 
a losing effort. 

KRON Television 4 
Visits Esque 

“There is an area within the 
walls between hope and hope- 
lessness, and this is what we 
will attempt to show our 
viewers.” 

Thv,s spoke Steve Hus? of 
KRON TV, who along with 
cameraman Stan Kibby, toured 
this institution Wednesday June 
30. 

The television crew spent the 
afternoon inside the walls film- 
ing segments of the various 
s’-'ops in the alley, education de- 
partment, athletic program, and 
industrial area. 

“The media has been coming 
in for a good deal of criticism 
over the past few months,” 
said Huss, “For seeming to slant 
the news towards the sensa- 
tional insofar a"s corrections is 
concerned. Wfe hope with this 
film to show that the jnen in- 

( Continued on page three) 
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New Writers and Ideas For 
Penal Digest International 

By Doc Huffman 

The Penal Digest International has announced that John Severn- 
son Watson will write the Penal Press column for their publica- 
tion effective with their next issue. 

Watson is the Penal Press critic for the San Quentin News. His 
acid wit and penetrating analysis of the penal publications from 
all over the country have come to the favorable attention' of the 
free world news media. 

Recently the London Daily Express of London, England con- 
tained remarks about the humorous comments of Watson and in 
his Penal Press column. 

Now the freelance reporter for the News has been recognized 
for his writing talents by Joe Grant, founder of Phase Four and 
Penal Digest International. The Co-editors of PDI, Wes Graham 
and Rex Fletcher, agreed with Grant that Watson’s caustic re- 
marks have a place in their outstanding publication. 

The PDI is a 72-page, tab-sized monthly paper that is published 
on the streets by an all ex-con staff. This paper reprints tlje best 
articles from prison papers all over the world in addition to fresh 
material supplied by their own staff. 

Subscription rates are $9.00 a year for people living in the 
outside world, and $6.00 a year for inmates in prison. However, 
Joe Grant realizes there are many cons doing time who don’t have 
the funds to subscribe to PDI. He has set up a special rate for 
these imprisoned men. Anyone on the streets can send $1.00 to 
Penal Digest International, P. O. Box 89, Iowa City, Iowa 52240, 
and this will cover a one-year subscription for any man? ( or 

i Continued on page three i > 


Movie Schedule 

MAINLINE 

July 16-17-18 
<20th Pox) (X) 104 Min. 
MYRA BRECKINRIDGE 
Mae West & Requel Welch 
(Plus Travelogue Short) 

INCENTIVE 

July 19-20-21 
<UA> (GP) 125 Min. 
PRIVATE LIFE OF SHER- 
LOCK HOLMES 
Robert Stevens 


"Happy is he whose transgres- 
sion is forgiven, whose sin is 
pardoned.” 

(Psalms 32:1) 

“For God is judge; He putteth 
down one, and lifteth up an- 
other.” 

(Psalms 75:8) 


Library 

Legal Reference 

Weekend 9: 00-10: 30 a. m. 

1 : 00- 2: 45 p. m 

Weekday 9:00-10:30 a m 

NOON- 2:30 p. 
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The 

Warden’s 

Column 


L, S. Nelson^ Warden- 



I must again devote this column to the pro- 
blems arising from what I consider to be abuse of 
more relaxed mail regulations. This had to do 
■ with two areas: correspondence with inmates in 
other institutions, and letters which recipients 
consider threatening. 

In accordance with the policy of the majority 
of the institutions in the Department of Correc- 
tions, mail between men in the various institu- 
tions will be limited to relatives, or between men 
pursuing a common legal matter relative to the 
offense for which they are committed. 

We have had two letters returned to us which 
had been mailed to persons who had served on 
juries which convicted men presently at San 
Quentin: One because of questions which were 
asked which should have properly been addressed 
to the Court; and another because of what ap- 
peared to be a threat upon the person of a former 
juror. Both inmates involved have been notified 
of this action, and the files documented. 

The above samples appear to show extremely 
poor judgment on the part of the senders of the 
letters. I find it difficult, in responding to letters 
of complaint, to justify a relaxed mail procedure. 

I would hope that it would not be necessary for 
me to answer more. 


MAC 

By Bob Jenner 

Many times during the past few weeks I have 
heard many men ask, “what is the MAC and what 
good is it?" 

I hope this will serve to answer many of the 
questions and doubts that seem to prevail within 
these walls when this subject comes up. 

The purpose and function of the Mac is to 
provide a means for you to air your complaints 
about things that do not seem right to you. It is. 
in essence, a kind of sounding board for the in- 
mate population of San Quentin, with the thought 
in mind that if the men of this prison*fiave a 
legitimate outlet through which they can air their 
gripes, or give compliments where due, they 
should be afforded a means to do just this with- 
out offending feelings. 

Much discredit has been cast upon the MAC 
in the recent past, and some of it was worthy. But 
the fact remains that there is now new leader- 
ship and members in this body and their ob- 
jective and concern is to serve the man on the 
yard in his quest to find realistic solutions to 
the various problems that often come up. 

In order to be able to serve the population of 
this prison there are several fundamental steps 
that must be taken before we can act on vour 
behalf. 

The first thing that must be done is for you 
to go to your representative and lodge your com- 
plaint or suggestion with him for a solution. 
It is your representative's duty as a council mem- 
ber to bring your complaints or suggestions to the 
floor of the council in order that it may be turned 
over to the proper committee for disposition. Or 
you can come to the council office window any 
day of the week where there are forms to lodge 
your complaint or suggestion. 

Many times a man will have a legitimate gripe, 
but it is- not acted upon due to the simple fact 
that the man did not or would not sign the com- 
plaint form. Without your signature we cannot 
process.your complaint or gripe. 

When the problem is turned over to the proper 
committee for disposition, they contact the people 
directly responsible for the area the complaint or 
suggestion covers, and an effort is then made 
to resolve the problem at that level. 

If not. the matter is then brought back to the 
council floor, and the decision is then made as to 
whether or not to try again, or take the matter 
up at the monthly Wardens agenda, where a 
final disposition of the matter can be made. 

If. when you lodge a complaint or suggestion, 
you do not receive a reply from your represen- 
tative in a direct conversation or by written letter, 
then it is up to you to see to it that the repre- 
sentive gives you a satisfactory explanation. This 
is the only way you can be sure that the man you 
elected to represent you is doing his job. 

All too often in the past men have lodged their 
complaints or suggestions with their representive. 
only to never he^r about it again. It is the hope 
,t hat this situationc^n be rectified by letting the 
council know that y>u have not been served. 


Press Release 

State of California 

Dept, of Human Resources Development 

745 Franklin Street 

San Francisco, Calif. 94102 

Phone: 557-3052 July 2, 1971 

Total employment. in the San Francisco-Oak- 
land Metropolitan Area was 1,410,800 in June — 
7,800 more than in May but 2,500 below one year 
ago. 

Unemployment was 99,000 in June, up from 
May's 85,800 and June 1970's 79,900. The May- 
to-June increase in the number of unemployed 
primarily reflects the entrance into the labor 
force of newly-graduated shudents and summer 
jobseekers. The seasonally adjusted unemploy- 
ment rates decreased from 6.2 percent in May 
to 5.9 percent in June; one year ago in June it 
was 4.8 percent. 

Employment rose over the month in all major 
industry divisions, although trade disputes and 
seasonal factors reduced payrolls in several in- 
dustries ( including amusement services, commu- 
nications and seasonal food processing). Con- 
struction employment rose strongly, surpassing 
its 1970 level for the first time this year. Retail 
trade and services added workers as the summer 
vacation period started. Summer-job programs for 
youth boosted payrolls in local governments. 

Between June 1970 and June 1971, job gains 
were recorded in services, finance-insurance-rcal 
estate, government, construction and trade. 

The unadjusted rates ware 6.6 percent in June, 
5.8 percent in May and 5.3 percent in June 1970. 


A letter to the public relations committee will 
gaurantee that your complaint or suggestion will 
be brought to the attention of the proper parties, 
and that all complaints of area representitivcs 
not performing their duty will be brought to the 
council floor, and the member will then have to 
give valid reasons for his actions. 

It is only with the support and knowledge that 
the men on the yard possess, that the Council can 
rid itself of the men who are not truly able or 
willing to give their aid and assistance to the 
man on the yard. It is the man on the yard that 
puts this man in office, and it is the same man 
on the yard that can remove him from office for 
not doing his duties as a council member; which 
in turn hurts not him. but you. There are several 
men on the council who will go out of their way 
to help the man on the yard, if they can obtain 
the support of that man. 

If you do not hear your representative on the 
weekly tape giving his report of the problems or 
solutions reached in your area, find out why? It 
is his duty to keep you informed of what the 
council is doing, and lack of information is our 
biggest enemy on this council simply because 
some men don’t really care about the man on the 
yard, their interests being centered in himself. 

It is hoped that you will begin to take a vested 
interested in the functions of the council, and 
help the council by ridding it of those who don't 
care about you or your problems. You can do 
this, so lets hear from the man on the yard! 


Please send The San Quentin News to me for 
the following number of issues. 

□ 1 year, 52 issues, $1.00 

□ 2 years, 104 issues, $2.00 

Make all checks payable to The San Quentin 
News. 
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In the absence of John Pence Wagner from the News, the paper 
will be published by myself and T. D. Ventura, the Sports Editor. 
As our staff got a little thin all of a sudden we hope our readers 
will bear with us until the situation is again put to rights. 

Phillip C. Clark, Act. Editor 

With the advent of summer to San Quentin, the yards that 
make up the main recreation areas team with a sea of blue clad 
men seeking the sun, or whatever men in prison seek at such 
times. Some participate in the various athletic programs, while 
many others spend long hours at the domino tables, or sitting 
around the walls and grassed areas with their shirts off tanning 
away the paleness of closed cells and winter winds. Others seem 
to wander in endless circles from yard to yard in what appears to 
be a constant search for anything at all, just as long as it some- 
thing different, something to break up the monotony of their 
lives. But whatever they do or seek v the paramount overall im- 
pressiqn ig one of waste. , 

aUpay^^fr^ffi^n ! T^ffey walk amid stone and steel 
as sun-faded blue figures moving forward in uniform obscurity. 
A faceless mass of humanity; still they represent in their own 
way that which is at once bright in sunlight, and cast in deep 
shadow. The image they pose to an unknowing world is complex, 
and filled with darkened tone and tint for, whatever the reason 
for their being, it is cast in the mold of was, is, ahd might have 
been. Many would curse theqi and ask for the why of their ex- 
istance; for to them the past Is foremost in their minds, now is 
a source of embarrassment, and tomorrow doesn't exist. 

Who are these men who walk in the shadow of the multitudes, 
their feet a drag upon the face of humanity? What do they look for, 
and to where are tbey'gomg? The answer to that question is as 
complex and varied as those to whom it is directed. 

There are those who walk in silence and say nothing, and think 
even less. A twisted mass of reaction, carring for nothing, seeking 
nothing. There are those who walk the yards their voices con- 
tinually uplifted in a cry for freedom, equality, respect, and justice. 
They demand all, and earn nothing; their demands conveniently 
forgetting the rights and desires of those around them and those 
of their victims. There are those who cry "bigot" at every turn, 
yet harbor within themselves the deepest bigotry of all by re- 
fusing to see that bigotry itself is blind to all color and dwells 
only in he who cries it the loudest. Then there are the workers, 
the doers, the men who walk the yards with firm step and steady 
eye knowing that the mistake was theirs in the first place and try- 
ing to do a little better for next time. They cry to no one, demand 
nothing that is unearned, and even in this City of Steel, remain 
untouched; for they know in their hearts that the injustices, 
the prisons, the courts, and all the pain and sorrow they have 
experienced couldn't exist without them. They are the men who 
are able to reach out and touch another man and say, "I love you" 
without fearing that the term will be twisted and spat upon. 

Sinner and Saint? They are all and none of these things. They 
are just men, and in the end that is about all that may be said 
for anyone, inside or out. The only real difference is that so 
many of their hands curled around the butt of gun, club, and 
knife instead of the cool curving contours of a lunch bucket. 

These are the men who present to the world an image of 
strength — and weep silent tears in the night for the waste; know- 
ing that in most cases their tears will mean little to other men, 
and only go to drench an earth already sodden with 120 years 
of tears shed before them. They are the men who for endless 
nights dream <away the hours thinking of how many women 
sitting alone in\how many empty rooms with only the tick of 
the clock to keep them company, and knowing it is through their 
actions that they and their women are sitting there. Yet these 
same men are the hope, and maybe the promise of a new day 
when this place will no longer be a Bastille on the Bay, running 
sore on the breast of a peninsula named for a Saint, but a tract 
of homes ringing with the gay laughter of children playing beneath 
the summer sun. 

Where did it go wrong, and where will it end? We look through 
a barred window to where the things of the earth pass by, but 
it is oh so very fleeting. We gaze into the mirror of existence 
and say, “This is not me, but if not me, who am I?" We see our 
image within the frame work of the mirror, but it is ethereal. 
We stand here, the center of the kaleidoscope of our lives, yet the 
pattern is not symmetrical. Its as though our mirrors have been 
shattered and only reflect the colored glass of our being back 
in the form of vague line and distorted shadow. Are we. the men. 
unreal? Who can say? 

In the end the only answer we can present to the world that 
will mean anything is that we are men. and within our forms 
reside all the hopes, dreams, angers, and frustrations to be found 
in any man. Wo are not special, or even very different. We are just 
we. and each of us looks up to the summit of our lives to greet the 
dawn of a new tomorrow, yet for many who walk the yards of 
S.in Quentin the question will ever be, "I wonder what ever 
happened to yesterday? 

Tlnr.ik You "D" 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

YOU TAX EVERYTHING ELSE! 

Gentlemen.' begged the Republican committee chairman, "per- 
mil me to tax your memories for a moment." 

Golly, whispered a Democrat member to a croney, “why 
haven't we thought of that?" 
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Two Men m Action 


Doc Huffman, artist and sportsman, proudly display his oil paint- 
ing of pro football superstar Gale Sayers. Huffman was the 
former number one player on the SQ varsity tennis team . . . tor 
a few minutes. He will present a series of paintings at the next 
art snow depicting famous sports pe'sonalities in action from the 
contemporary world of sport. __ 


Gaveliers, What s That? 


By Philip D. Verdugo 

Who Gives A Damn??! 

Wait a minute pal, you’ve got 
the wrong idea. Tamal Gavel 
Club No. 171 meets regularly 
each Monday night in the West 
Block Annex. And we occa- 
sionally host outsitte>participa- 
tion. 

On September 4th, 1971 the 
Tamal Gaveliers will play host 
to about two hundred and fifty 
members from the so called free 
society. Statistical wise this 
means one hundred and twenty 
five women. Interested now? . . . 

Tamal Gavel Club teaches the 
individual to socialize elo- 
quently, courteously, and mean- 
ingfully. 

These are the more positive 
aspects to what Gavel Club is 
all about. Primarily though, we 
are a speaking club. 

We learn the art of speaking 
in front of live audiences with- 
out stumbling and getting red 
in the face. We learn to speak 
on our feet, and think as well. 

One thing should be remem- 
bered, a person coming into our 
club may or may not know any- 
thing about speaking. In fact he 
may or ipay not know anything 
about anything. It does, not 
■^matter . We'are. a learning club. 
That is our purpose: to learn 
how to do these' things. And 
thats what w§ do learn. 

We are not interested in who 
you are or what you are. We are 
however. Interested in teaching 
you how to speak effectively and. 
proficiently. Once it was rie- 
marked “ . . . That an ignorant 
man may .steal from a box car — 
the educated man so inclined, 


can steal the whole railroad. 

The same principal can be 
applied to speaking. A good 
speaker can speak out for his 
rights, and a fumbling mumbler 
will never get his point across. 

So do not think when you 
come into the Tamal Gavel Club, 
that there is no one there you 
can identify with. You’d be mis- 
taken if you do. We will meet 
you at any level because we are 
at all levels and understand 
what you are in need of. 

Our membership is growing 
steadily, and we plan as future 
events to have more outside 
participation. Such as repre- 
sentatives from Merritt College, 
,U. C. Berkeley, debate teams 
from any and all quarters. Plans 
are even being formulated to 
have militant groups grace our 
club with speech contests and 
debates. For we are a speaking 
club .and through our educa- 
tional vice president, Mr. Sam- 
uel Pete, we will be provided 
education I am sure. 

Our executive panel of offi- 
cers are “Doc” Roberts, club 
president; Mr. Samuel Pete 
educational vice-president; Mr. 
John Koountz administrative 
vice-president; Mr. Clancy, 
secretary; and Mr. Burkes. Sgt. 
at arms. 

If you know these men, then 
you have some idea of what 
Gavel Club is all about. 

Should any of you be. inter- 
ested in joining, ask some one 
at the parole office, where the 
Gavel Club office is located, and 
we will provide any information 
you may desire. 


Hospital Visits 

Due to the influx of new 
prisoners, the hospital sergeant 
has requested the following in- 
formation be passed to the in- 
mate body: 

Any hospital patient may be 
visited bv an inmate between 
9:30 a.m. and^buOO a.m. on the 
weekends and nolidays provid- 
ing that the patient is medically 
cleared by his doctor or nurse. 

Check in at. the sergeant's 
office to find out if the patient is 
available. 


KRON 

'Continued from pace one' 

side these prisons are doing the 
best they can in the situation 
and, for the most part, work 
hard to get the hell out of these 
places.” 

The film segment shot here 
Wednesday will appear on KR- 
ON TV. Channel 4 either July 
4. or July 1 1 on their program, 
“Saturday Supplement.” 

After finishing up here, the 
crew moved on to Folsom - to 
complete the remainder of Hie 
filming. 



FREDDY CARROLL 

. . . the kid from conte.-field 


Sports Profile 

Star Outfielder 
Flies Out of Q 

Freddy “The Freeloader” 
Carroll is his name and baseball 
is his game. After seven long 
years- at San Quentin, Freddy 
was transferred to CCI- Tehach- 
api last week. 

Known mostly for his skill 
with the brush and with a base- 
ball glove, Freddy, 25, will cheat 
the Pirate Baseball and Softball 
team of the best outfielder ever 
to wear a uniform. His Number 
3 that he wore will be laid to 
rest as will his white baseball 
shoes. 

He has participated in other 
sports besides baseball (which 
is his best sport) such as boxing 
(he was a trainer for awhile), 
basketball, football. By trade he 
is a Cover Design Artist and 
has won many awards with his 
oils, pastels, water colors, etc. 

Freddy lived most of his life 
in the Tenderloin area of San 
Francisco. He claims his 29th 
birthday falls on July 4th (In- 
dependence Day) but that he 
has no idea when his indepen- 
dence will come. 

His plans upon release include 
painting and “making love”; all 
who knew Freddy wish him the 
best in his new pseudo home, 
Tehachapi. 

☆ tV ☆ 

Henry Clark — 

Wants 

Patterson 

SAN DIEGO — State heavy- 
weight champion Henry Clark, 
hopeful of getting Floyd Patter- 
son as an opponent in a San 
Francisco fight, has cleared the 
decks in a hurry for the pro- 
jected bout. 

Clark put all of his 211 
pounds behind his first author- 
itative punch at 1:21 of the 
second round here last night. 
The left hook landed flush on 
the chin of San Diego’s Chuck 
Haynes, 198, and some ten 
seconds later Referee Frank 
Rustich was intoning . . “and 

out.” 

Immediately following Henry’s 
brief workout before a crowd 
of 2,200 which contributed to 
a gross gate of $9000, it was 
learned that new S. F. match- 
maker John Nunez had started 
negotiating for a Clark-Patter- 
son bout at either the Civic Aud- 
itorium or the Cow Palace. 
(S F. EXAMINER) 
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What SQUIRES Means to Me 


Not long ago I asked the 
general membership, “What 
SQUIRES meant to them,” the 
following excerpts are froip the 
pages submitted : 

“Reality! Human Envolvement! 
Maturity! Confidence. Respect 
and Awareness! These are only 
a few things that SQUIRES 
means to me, because I have ex- 
perienced all of them since be- 
coming a member of SQUIRES!” 

B.C. 

“SQUIRES is a nucleus of 
earnest attempts to gain insight 
into problems that affect me 
and the other human beings, 
both internally and extertialty’. 
Moreover, it is a conscious effort 
to seek out solutions and means 
to deal with and eventually over- 
come these problems.” S. J. 

“The role SQUIRES play to 
the young adult, is to try and be 
a double mirror. By a double 
mirror, I mean, that we give the 

himself, by^ lMtifying WitTFiTs. ix 
By giving our experiences, we 
hope they will make a good 
choice in their decision making 
and not follow in our footsteps. 

To me this is SQUIRES.” R. S. 

“SQUIRES has given me a 
new insight to my prison life. 

I felt more or less like a robot, 
just making it from one unlock 
to another, the best I could. Be- 
ing a 3rd. termer, I feel I am 
qualified to give an- honest opin- 
ion of both, inside and out. I am 
thankful for the insight that 
SQUIRES has given me.” B. B. 

"Through SQUIRES, I be- 
lieve I can acquire the necessary 
facilities to communicate and 
relate to youngsters, who are 
venturing their lives on the 
“don’t” side of the coin. There 
are two sides naturally, both 
“do’s and don’ts.” The men of 
SQUIRES have experienced 
both sides of the coin, our pres- 
ent status is proof of this. I 
believe that being rigorously 
honest with myself and with the 


youngsters, I have something to 
offer them, in doing so, I can 
help myself also*” SQUIRES 
helps me do this.” E. D. W. 

“My main interest in SQUIRES 
is to help myself and the young- 
sters that may be exposed to the 
different and varied patterns of 
thought, that the various work- 
ships bring out. I am a convict 
now and always will be. In what- 
ever way others have tripped 
and stumbled, you’ll find a man . 
in blue. Because, we’ve truely 
fallen and failed at living and 
everything else, we are in prison 
today. SQUIRES gives us the 
opportunity to look at ourselves 
and others, for that reason I am 
in this organization. I’m tired 
of looking out through a sea of 
bars, of endless hours of wait- 
ing in some kind of line, unable 
to make any major decisions for 
myself. Never knowing when 
the gates of freedom will swing 
in. TJjis is not where it’s at.” 


The many ideas that have 
been printed here are not the 
words of one man, they are the 
words of many men. Men that 
care enough about their fellow- 
man to tryL>*to keep him from 
having to spend one day in this 
or any prison. These men know 
that some will come here and 
there is nothing that they can 
do about it. But, if just one or 
two can make it, then there is 
hope for others also. SQUIRES 
is not a cure-all, nor does it try 
to be, but it is a group of men 
that are convicts, and being so 
always, hope that their efforts 
are not in vain. Who knows, 
maybe if some of the very ones 
that are trying to help others 
now, had a “helping hand,” 
they just might not be here, 
now? 

SQUIRES has an opendoor 
policy and meets every Sat. 
morning at 9 a.m. in the Parole 
Office. Come on over, it could be 
, the very thing you are looking 
for in prison. 


Penal Digest 

'Continued from page one' 

woman ) that is presently incarcerated. 

Grant says the inmate can remit the $5.00 balance to them X 
upon his release, and after he gets on his feet financially. 

Grant has also been the recipient of over $340,000 in scholar- 
ship funds for cons and ex-cons that will be used for educational 
purposes. Among other things, the money will be used for corres- 
pondence courses for inmates who are interested in painting, writ- 
ing and photography. 

In addition, Phase Four also has the first ex-con owned and 
operated halfway house in the United States located in Iowa City. 
And, quite possibly, it is the first halfway house that is on a 
co-ed basis. 

One special plan that Grant is now working on is to have 7,000 
ex-cons in universities and colleges so that they can be working in 
the corrections ( courts included ) by 1977. Then from 77 on Phase 
Four will have a steady flow of ex-cons entering law, medicine, 
etc. — the “professions”. 

The masthead on the San Quentin News proclaims, ‘Progress 
Through Education.’ It is quite obvious that Joe Grant, founder 
of Phase Four and the Penal Digest International, is a firm be- 
liever in this motto. 



\Ay lawyer was defending me great . . . until they found me guilty. 


P»gt4 


THE SAN QUENTIN NEWS 


Friday, July 16. 1971 


Daniels, Strain, Martin, Galavis, Chatman, McCarthy, Rodriguez— Rip Off Titles 


July Fourth Title Fights Provide Hard-Hitting Action 


Seven Bouts 


Move Fast 


By T. D. Ventura 

. It has been a long time since 
there has been a fight card as 
well put together as the July 
4th title fights held in the Sky- 
line gym on Saturday, July 3rd. 
Crow Ibarra, matchmaker for 
many of the past cards, must be 
commended for an excellent 
job in producing a great fast- 
action, and highly competitive 
ring show. There were seven 
bouts in all (with one being won 
by default) and the reason that 
the card moved so swiftly and 
was exciting up to the end 
was because of the absence of 
so many exhibition matches that 
"were:;- usually present at past 
cards. . ' , ■ . ■ 

Daniels over Aquirre 
/ Brown Sugar Aquirre lasted 
for four rounds before his op- 
ponent, Baby Daniels, caught up 
with him to gain a TKO with 23 
; seconds re miming .on the clock 
. in the : 4th round of their sched- 
; tiled five. At the get-go, it ap- 
peared that Daniels was the ag- 
; gressor with a good jab and had 
' his opponent in trouble : against 
the ropes in the first round at 
the bell. Despite a bloody nose 
in the -3rd. round, Aquirre 
seemed to gain new life and he 
landed a few good combinations, 
but in the 4th period, it was ap- 
parent that Brown , Sugar was • 
finding it. hard to breathe be- 
cause of his bloody nose and the 
bout was stopped with Daniels 
: the winners - - . xf ’r&BM;)' 

Age over Yoiitji 
Morris Strain, the oldest con- 
tender on the card at 39, took on 
Russ Brasier, the youngest fight- 
er, -who entered the ring at 22, 
and experience with age again 
proved victorious as Strain won 
a unanimous decision over his 
much younger opponent, in an 

- exciting - match that went the 
full distance. Strain, with a dev- 
astating left hand (he is a 
southpaw turned portside) and 
an unorthodox style, punished 
Brasier’s body with hard punch- 

. es to wear down his worthy ad-, 
versary which proved the win- 
ning factor. Both, men were 
extremely strong and fought 
tike bulls, without 'giving way to 
the other. 

Martin KO’s Marshall 
With 1:23 in the 3rd round 
showing on the clock, the old 
veteran, Ernie Marshall fell 
victim to a powerful left hook 
thrown by Norman “School- 
lie” Martin that put a sudden 
end to bout number three. This 
was not an easy victory for the 
quick-fisted Martin, as his op- 
ponent stayed toe to heel with 
him up til the 3rd-round knock- 
out. 

Galavis KO’s Motion 
Tachi Galavis, recovering 
.from a first-round onslought by 
Edward Motton. sent his oppo- 
nent to the canvas with a hard 
left-hook with 23 seconds- re- 
■ mainirig in the second round. 
His, manager and trainer, the 
very capable Bob Wells,; was 
.jubilant over his 'fighter’s sud- 
den comeback after his apparent 
slow start in the initial round in 
which Motton connected with a 
left hook that sent Tachi down 

- f momentarily. 

/ Chatman gains split 
L, B. Chatman and "Hog 
• Read” Garcia mixed, it up in a 


tattle for the heavyweight 
crown and by the time it was 
all over, Chatman was awarded 
the victory on a very close (one- 
point difference) split decision 
in a bout that went all the way. 
Both men came out in the first 
round to “get down” and were 
swinging from their heels like 
two enraged bulls but neither 
man would go down. After two 
rounds of the slugfest were over, 
both men were very tired and 
their punches lacked the zip 
they had in the previous rounds. 
The 5th round, it looked like the 
fight was in slow motion as both 
pugilists were exhausted. In my 
estimation, it was the most ex- 
citing fight of the day. 

McCarthy by Default 
Babilah McCarthy didn’t have 


to work up 4 sweet to win the 
Middleweight crown as his op- 
ponent failed to show up; Mc- 
Carthy won thusly by default. 

Rodriguez in spilt 
The final bout of the day fea- 
tured two very fast and talented 
lightweights in Spider Rodri- 
gpez and Luis Valenzuela. This 
bout went the full five rounds 
and was very even. Rodriguez 
emerged as the winner on a split 
decision that was met with a 
thunderous applause for both 
fighters. Valenzuela held his 
mud very well for only three 
days training prior to the match 
as Spider’s hard left-hook 
landed several shots that would 
have kayoed most men. 

Canvasing 

. . . And so another annual 


July 4th title card ends, leaving 
the victors the spoils and the 
losers the blues. Frankie Carter 
did another outstanding job as 
the third man in the ring, and 
had very capable assistance 
from Jack Campbell. Harry 
Hertzog did his usual fine job 
of announcing the fights, and 
Vic Gruplco (an excellent fight- 
' er himself in his day) helped in 
the judging of the bouts. Also 
at ringside was Danny Jackson, 
a retired racetracker, who 
coined the phrase: “You are 
wealthy when you’re healthy” 
and how right he is ... I asked 
Mr. Frankie Carter after the 
card was over what he thought 
of today's action and he com- 
mented: "The card had more 
action byt ^hgJaq^lacked fight- 


ing condition. Some of these 
guys aren’t in good enough con- 
dition to go to the store to get 
a quart of milk without falling 
out!” Frankie further went on 
to say that it was a good card, 
but a small committee from the 
streets is needed to organize and 
advise the trainers and set up 
a better program” . . Some 

well-deserved credit should be 
extended to all the trainers and 
cornermen who did such a fine^ 
job of getting the men ready. 
Guys like Bob Wejls, Frank 
Jackson, Richard Tovar, Charles 
McCoy, Montoya, Lopez, Wil- 
liams, and Hudson. And to Char- 
lie Bernal and Indian Marty who 
kept the bell and clock going. 

☆ ☆ 


;.v 

. 


■ 



LOCKING HORNS—This light heavyweight bout featured the un- 
orthodox southpaw style of Morris Strain (left side of picture) 
against the peek-a-boo boxing style of Russ Brasier proved to be 
a “battle of bulls" because they fought like bulls; both men were 
very strong but Strain wore down his worthy opponent with re- 
peated sledgehammer blows to the body for the decision. 



m 
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Canvas Scopes 


BROWN POWER IN ACTION— This last match of the day featured 
two quick-fisted lightweights in Luis Valenzuela (left) and the pop- 
ular Spider Rodriguez. Rodriguez won by a split decision at the end 
of their five round match. 



TRAINER BOB WELLS appears 
satisfied: that his fighter, Tachi 
Galavis, has just won the junior 
welterweight title. 


Ray Hamilton 

This writer’s recent arrival 
upon the fistic scene from Fol- 
som has resulted in a compar- 
ison being made of these two 
geographical locations, fistically, 
and I am of the inescapable con- 
clusion that Esque is still the 
“Mecca of Maul.” 

This was vividly demonstrated 
in viewing the action-packed 
July 4th bouts served up to the 
mainliners by matchmaker 
“Crow” Ibarra who did a most 
commendable job. Several “pier 
six” brawls, liberally spiced with 
dazzling displays of boxing abil- 
ity of a very professional cal- 
iber, kept the rail-birds yelling 
at the top of their lungs which 
was reminiscent of the ring wars 
staged here in the early 1940’s 
when Dan Coughlin was the 
helm of boxing and the war 
time “smokers” were monthly 
occurrences. 



“Baby” Daniels won the Jr. 
Middleweight . diadem from 
“Brown Sugar” Aguirre in a 
brilliant display of boxing that 
saw the issue in doubt until 
Daniels untracked himself and 
got his combinations to working 
with precision. Aguirre lost by 
a TKO but gave a good account 
of himself until he ran into one 
of Daniel’s potent hooks. 


Norman Martin won the Wel- 


terweight title from the veteran 
Ernie Marshall but had to weath- 


i rrmfderous onslaught in the 
ly rou 


BROWN SUGAR AQUIRRE is 

flanked by El Paton (I.) and 
Johnny Lopez prior to his match 
... ;with Baby Daniels. 


early rounds since the old batt- 
ler came to do mayhem, and 
this was evident from the open- 
ing gong. Marshall carried the 
fight to his younger opponent, 
blit a rapier-like jab opened the 
way for Martin to go to work 
with his lightning combinations. 
Martin won by a TKO but not 
before he had sampled Mar- 
shall’s punching prowess which 
put him on the canvas mom- 




entarily, but he came up fight- 
ing. 

“Tachi” Galavis had his work 
cut out for him before the youth- 
ful charge of Ed Motton for the 
Jr. Welter crown. The veteran 
boxer bided his time and had to 
use all of his ring moxie to stave 
off the relentless assault of Mot- 
ion. Pecking away with an effec- 
tive jab and a short pumping 
right he slowly began to take 
command after suffering a 
knockdown in the early rounds 
and went on to TKO his younger 
but far less experienced foe. 

Heavyweights “Hog Head” 
Garcia and L. B. Chatman threw 
the rule book and scientific 
know-how out of the window 
and engaged in a spirited “pier 
six” brawl and attempted to 
slug each other into insensi- 
bility until the final round. Both 
men ran out of petrol, refueled 
and tore into each other with 
vengeance in a savage brawl 
that had the entire gym on its : 
feet, with Chatman emerging 
victorious. j 

Due- to this Writer receiving 
a visit from his romantic in- 
terest he did not get to view 
the remaining bouts, but was in- 
formed that they were not lack- 
ing in action, if not finesse. The 
clear impression that emerges is 
that there is an untapped re- 
servoir of fistic talent and abili- 
ty, much of it of a very pro- 
fessional caliber, in abundance 
here. 

Verne Lester, or “Top Row” 
Allen as he was known locally, 
and whose son, Jimmy Lester 
is now fighting in ‘Frisco, got 
his start here and went on to 
fight the likes of “Sugar Ray” 
Robinson and Jake Lamotta, to 
name a few of ' his opponents. 
There ar.e many men frith sim- 
ilar promising future among 
us who only need discovering, 


and being taught the manly art 
of commercialized brutality to 
become top-notch ring figures 
in gaining eventual fame and 
fortune. , 

if 



L. B. CHATMAN lands a left 
on the head of Hog Head Garcia 
enroute to a very close split de- 
cision for the former. 



NORMAN MARTIN raises his 
arms in victory while his trainer 
Frank Jackson smiles proudly. 


. 






The South Messhall Murals: 


By Phillip C lark 

In this week’s issue wc bring you Part Three of the pictorial history of the 
south messhall rnurals. In the two pictures shown here we find the history of 
California from its early beginning to the space age. The mural nn the right 
depicts California as it was when the indians owned the land, and shows the 
wonderful complexity of the people, their art. and their culture. A close study 
of the mural will show the viewer the intricate pattern of early life in the slate 
when it was still a free and untrammeled land of unspoiled beauty. As we -follow 
the story the mural has to tell we see the coming of the early Spanish and English 
explores who in the 16th Century subjugated the Pacific Coast in the quest of 
gold and adventure. Cabrillo. Vizcaino. Drake. Ferello. and Ayala all touched 
upon these shores and their routes are traced out in the work. Here, too, are 
to be found the system of missions set up by the eSNy Spanish Missionaries 


such as Father Serra from Acapulco in the south to Mendocino in the north. As 
we continue to follow the mural and go on to that shown in the left picture wc may 
trace the Mexican influence of the vaquero. and the early life of the California 
culture. The mural on the left takes us. forward to the early settlement of parts of 
California by migra4im ptfrstafl fM?rs. irt-Hht»~ 4 waiti<ap wc find the early days of 
the Forty-niners as fncynpped 7frfo*lJie foothills of the Sierra Nevada, their 
life and that of the settlers who came after them in search of land and a home 
free of the things of the East. The mural shows us the subsequent rise of California 
to an industrial economy, and the first tentative step into space Yet. in both 
murals the influence of the early Spanish and Indian heritage is evident, and the 
pride and courage of the people show through even modern man's quest for the 
stars. — Next week: The concluding two murals showing the gay life and history 
of the San Francisco and I-os Angeles areas. 


New EMPLEO Leaders Take Office 

During our regular Friday night meeting held on 
July 9, Ismael Mendez turned the EMPLEO Presidency 
over to Ramon Gonzalez. Ramon Gonzalez upon accept- 


ance of the presidency, 
stated. “As president of 
EMPLEO. 1 hope to follow 
in the footsteps of our past pres- 
ident. Ismo Mendez. I hope that 
with the help of the member- 
ship and the executive body, we 
can continue our progress for 
the advancement of the Chi- 
cano Pinto in San Quentin. I 
also want the Chicanes, both 
nonmembers and members, to 
know that I will welcome any 
new ideas in improving or 
bettering EMPLEO. Our door is 
open to all Chicanos; if you 
think that your ideas can help 
us improve, give us a chance to 
acton them.” 

In closing the new president 
added. "I want to assure the 
membership that I will do every- 
thing within my power to keep 
EMPLEO moving forward in La 
Causa. Ismo. our former pres- 
ident. received a date on his 


last board appearance; as a 
member. Ismo will assist in the 
different committees. 

Ismo served eight months as 
president of EMPLEO. his dedi- 
cation and drive gave EMPLEO 
a push forward that will long 
be renumbered. 

Let us all do our part in La 
Causa by becoming active par- 
ticipants. Carnal Ismo has set 
an example by having been a 
man of action rather then words. 
August 19 has been proclaimed 
”E1 Dia del Chicano"; we arc 
now. and forever will be known 
as Chicanos. August 29. was des- 
ignated Chicano Day in mem- 
ory of the battle which occurred 
in East Los Angeles on August 
29. 1970. resulting in the death 
of three Chicanos. Se Celcbra 
“El Dia de Chicano” con una 
huelga general. Que Viva El 
Movimiento Chicano." 



Left to right; Sr. Joe Gallo. EMPLEO outside Chairman, Juan Lopez. 
Sgt. at Arms; Ismo Mendez, outgoing president; Richard Tovar, out 
gomg Sgt at Arms; Ramon Gonzales, EMPLEO President; Art Mar- 
tinez, EMPLEO outside representative. 


NOTICE 

As of August fourth, first 
draw, the amount that can be 
drawn at the canteen each 
month will Ik* $40 The new raise 
in the amount of the draw has 
been formerly approved, as the 
, canteen prices have steadily ris- 
en over the past year 


NoticeTo Students 

Anyone interested in the care 
of guitar strings, please slop by 
the Education building nod pick 
up a copy of “fJuitar Slrint/ 
Tips.'* 

K.W Hayball 
Supl. of Education 
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The Continuing Story Of 
The South Messhall Murals 

By Phillip (\ Clark 

In the continuing effort to bring to our readers the 
complete story behind the San Quentin murals, the fol- 
lowing information has been offered by Mr. Floyd Ek 
lund who resides in l-W-7. and is a long time resident of 
this institution 


“I’m afraid that a good part 
of your first story on the murals 
wasn’t quite right " said Eklumf 
in an interview conduclecPby 
this reporter at Eklund's place 
of work in the furniture factory 

"It was quite a job." Eklund 
continued "and there was more 
to it than meets the eve. Santos 
only filled in the painting and 
shading after I and a Mexican 
kid— I don't remember his 
name — did the drawings. 

We all did the drawings ex- 
cept for those on the wall of the 
west block side. Wc got the 
ideas for the murals from geog- 
raphy books from the library 
and education department, and 
from any hook or magazines 
that we could find." 

Asked lo explain the proce- 
dure and work that went into 
the drawings. Eklund pulled 
out a folder of sketches and ex- 
plained. “These are nol Ihe 
drav .tigs we made; those were 
lost, hut these will give you 
some ideas to the work involved. 
When we found a picture we 
wished to include in the murals, 
we drew it on a sheet of paper 
like this. Then we look Ihe 
sketches and pul them together 
on a master sheet that, after 
approval by the warden, was 
projected on the wall Wc drew 
the lines from that " 

How many individual 
sketches’' "There were thou- 
sands of them!" Eklund ex- 


claimed "and each had to be 
approved before we could use 
them. It was a lot of work, and 
1 can't even remember getting 
so much as a thank you' 
out of it." 

Asked about the sequence in 
which the murals wore painted. 
Eklund said. "TheNfirst one we 
did was the Spanish mural in the 
center section Then wc went 
to the one on the opposite wall; 
the one showing early Califor- 
nia life and the space age The 
one you pictured Santos doing 
was done next." 

There seems to Ik* some con- 
troversy surrounding the name 
"Fanlos" or "Santos " Records 
gave us the name "Kanins." but 
the inmates who knew him 
called him "Santos." 

In conversation with Mr Kk- 
lund it was found that here was 
a man with a tremendous story 
behind him As soon as possible 
we shall bring to our readers a 
profile of this man as we feel In- 
is a man of deep interest, not 
only to the present, hut as a 
source of San Quentin history 
Watch for it 

The nation In-haves well if it 
treats tin* natural resources as 
assets which it must turn over 
to the next generation in- 
creased, and not impaired, in 
value. 

Theodore Roosevelt 


Officer 

Fatally 

Injured 

Officer L. (I Davis. 38. was 
fatally injured while perform- 
ing his duties in Neumiller 
Hospital. Wednesday. July 21. 

Davis, who was guarding an 
inmate who had been assaulted 
Saturday, was set upon by an 
unknown number of assailants 
who were apparently attempt- 
ing lo get at the man he was 
guarding. 

Davis suffered a fatal stab 
wound to the chest and died at 
approximately 12:20 p m. 

An undisclosed number of 
suspects are being questioned 
in connection with the murder, 
and an institution-wide search 
is underway for weapons 

Officer Davis is survived by 
his widow and four children 


The man who graduates to- 
day and stops learning to- 
morrow is uneducated the day 
after 

Newton !>. Baker 



— 
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The 

Warden’s 

Column 

L. S. Nelson , Warden 



I have recently been furnished a copy of a 
letter from an inmate to a Federal judge. He 
complains to the judge about not being allowed 
to do certain things at San Quentin that are 
allowed at other institutions. He then makes the 
claim that the Director has stated that all in- 
stitutions were to be uniform. 

Unless the person who wrote the letter has 
information with which I am not familiar, the 
direct opposite is true. I have heard the Director 
say on many occasions that we must run the in- 
stitutions in different ways, and that things, for 
example, can be done at Chino that can't be done, 
at Folsom, and vice versa. 

The California Department of Corrections is 
founded on different classifications of institutions, 
as well as different classifications of inmates. Pro- 
cedures and practices differ in each of them. 


PENAL PRESS 


By John Severnson Watson 
EYE OPENER. McAlester. Okla— < May ) Con- 
grats to new editor Joe Carnes . . . this is a good 
issue. Rex Fletcher cast a big shadow on the penal 
circuit and you need not apologize to anyone for 
trying to fill his shoes. ‘Happiness is . . .* by V. 
Miller got the message across with clarity and ex- 
pressiveness 'There Are No Criminals’ was a 
good editorial although a bit windy. The com- 
ments on the Joe Milani situation was an ac- 
curate viewpoint on a controversial figure 
The penal press circuit would be much health- 
ier if there were a dozen more guys just like Joe 
as editors. Overall, this was a good first effort. 

CLARION. Frontera. Calif.— ( May-June i The 
usual excellent production here for Mary Vangi's 
swan song. You’ve definitely been an asset to 
everyone on the circuit. Mary. The art work, es- 
pecially accompanying Woman Soft.' was superb. 
The editorial. ‘News Media: Right?' was quality 
writing. However. This N That' was one big turn- 
off. You should have left this filler page out 
altogether. Poor photos on the rock show. Funny 
cartoons on the last page. Good luck to you. Mary. 
Don't let the negative people get you down. 

THE WEEKLY SCENE. Somers. Conn — 
i June 19 ) A very depressing scene, indeed. Per- 
haps the layout man got the headlines mixed up: 
on page ten was the lead. "The Puzzle Page " 
That title probably was meant to be on the front 
cover as the flag. Good reproduction and layout. 
Everything else was one big yawn. 

CMC COMMUNICATOR. San Luis Obispo. 
Calif. — (June 25) Good photos and reproduction. 
Poor layouut on page six Considering the small 
size of this paper, editor Peter Melendez con- 
tinues to do a good job. 

MENARD TIME. Menard. III.— i June 1 ) The 
same top quality reproduction and layout as in 
past issues. Excellent photos throughout The 
photo story of the Art Exhibit and the western 
music show were both outstanding in content 
For the first time in many, many issues, the lay- 
out on the front page was above average Why 
no Penal Press column 0 Why. why, why 0 A tip 
of the old fedora to new editor Floyd King for 
this overall fine effort. The editorial was good but 
a little windy. 

GSP NEWS, Reidsville. Ga. — ( April » What 
happened to the January. February and March 
issues 0 Please send them to me at your earliest 
convenience. Bo This is another excellent news- 
paper Splendid layout and reproduction. Good 
photos, especially on the sports pages Haven't 
heard from the sports editor. Bofinger. in quite 
some lime. What's happening down there, fellas? 

TERRESCOPE. Terre Haute. Ind. — (June lfl • 
Reproduction above average for this bi monthly 
mimeographed paper Art work poor The articles 
worse than the art work Saw the notice about 
I lot Pants being prohibited for visitors. Our prob- 
lem here is the. same item . but for the res- 
idents 

THE LUNATIC FRINGE. P. () Box 237. South 
Salem. N Y 10590 — ( Summer ) Let's be honest 
about it . any magazine named The Lunatic 
• Fringe can't be all bad. Actually, it's an enter- 
, taining quarterly put out by free people who use 
nothing but convict material. This 48-page issue 
was all poetry and cartoons. They pay small 
amounts of money for material accepted for pub- 
lication 


EDITORIAL PAGE— THE SAN QUENTIN NEW S 

PIONEER NEWS, Chino, Calif— (June 15) A 
very poor issue. The two leading headlines on 
page one were unbelievably bad in makeup, lay- 
out and content. Poor, small lead-ins over the 
pictures on page two. And page four ran true 
to form by having poor photos, poorer layoutjind^ 
brand-X headlines over the pictures 

This paper has more ups and downs/than a 
teeter-totter. This was definitely a dowfh issue. 

PENAL DIGEST INTERNATIONAL. P. 0. 

Box 89. Iowa City. Iowa 52240— This 72-page, 
tab-sized monthly is printed in the free world 
by an all ex-con staff. Founder Joe Grant, an ex- 
con himself, urgently requests that ALL penal 
publications in the U. S. put the PDI on their 
exchange list He also urges prison editors every- 
where to send him a hatf a dozen back issues of 
their prison papers He will reciprocate by send- 
ing vou. the editors, an exchange subscription 
to PDI 

Right now PDI is the Reader's Digest of the 
prison world. It is an outstanding publication 
primarily because (1) they have no censorship 
and (2) they have two proven editors in Wes 
Graham and Rex Fletcher . . as well as a driv- 
ing, dynamic founder in Joe Grant 

THE INSIDER. Washington. D. C.— (June) Re- 
production and layout fair. Content one big bowl 
of Pablum with a scattering of sour grapes Do 
political profiles of national figures have a place 
in a penal publication? It's doubtful. 

THE PILLAR. St. Cloud. Minn — (May li This 
issue was a farce. No photos on the front page 
(a definite no-no for a newspaper), and the flag 
was placed on the LAST page (another no-no). 

This reporter has never before seen the word 
•queried' in the lead headline on the front page 
of a newspaper. Your thought-for-the-day said: 

Smile! The guards will wonder what you're up 
to.' After reading this issue many people are 
wondering what you're up to. 

However, all of the above was partially negated 
by the picture accompanying the story about 
this country's system of justice. The photo of 
the Statue of Liberty with a caption saying 'Help 
an Old Lady was very clever. 

OUR PAPER. West Concord. Mass.- (May) A 
small, compact 8-page paper with good repro- 
duction. The size of this paper makes it virtually 
impossible to include photos. The contents are 
not Pulitzer prize winning material but it is 
better than many papers on the circuit. 

ANGOLITE. Angola. l^a — (June) Good repro- 
duction. Everything ffca^lah. 0n a sca,e one 
to 10 you get a two. Butonly that high (?) be- 
cause I'm in a good mood at the time of this re- 
view. 

WAUPUN WORLD. Waupun. Wise (June 20) 

Good photo stories on the National High singing 
group, and good photos on the Memorial Day and 
Administration Building stories. The balance of 
the contents were so-so. Layout and reproduc- 
tion good 
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By J. FENCE WAGNER 
The crash of the porcelain wash basin reverberates through- 
out the tiers, and the yells and screams deafen a mam A few 
minutes ago the Boards led a youngster by with the blood dnpp.ng 
from his wrists; a guy un the next tier up has his bunk off the wall 
and Is wearing himself out by crashing it into the door; the guy 
two cells down has just thrown his floerescent light tube out on the 
tier; this is "B" Section. San Quentin Prison on a rather norma) 

"i hid the acute displeasure of spending five days there among 
the delinquent segment of our population, or at least thal s what 
they're suppose to be I've been in a few county fails, and a few 
■joints'' in my day. but this one has to take the prize of being 

“the end of the road" ... . ,, , , 

If you like your mail late, your meals cold, and the medical 
officer making his walk through every morning; if you like the 
solitude of madness; if you like filth and noise, constant, endless 
noise tf-rrnrraaHv wanUo a»Jor yourself man's inhumanity 
to man JWnsflciiilT<**iS»yS Section! 

To fill you in on niv absence, and to squash any rumors that 
might have sprung up. I was in "B“ Section for investigation of 
editing an underground newspaper. I didn t, and 1 m back at my 
desk, much wiser, and a little more aware of what's going on 

around me. . . ... . . 

Last week Phil Clark wrote about men in blue walking in circles 
As 1 read his words. I thought about the men who walk the circle of 
a cell, and who for reasons of his own choice to "do thier own 
thing’* no matter what the consequences The men whose lives re- 
volve around a core of hate, resentment, and bitterness 

I wonder you reach a man who has made a wall of hate 
his defense to the world? 1 wonder how you tell a man who is 
locked in a cell 24 hours a day. and make him realize the door will 
open to him one day. and he'll he a part of society again^ How 
do^you convince a man. that no matter what he s done, there is 
something 'for him someplace in this world * How do you con- 
vince a man that even though he is locked away from life, the 
sun. and even the sound of laughter, real laughter, that there is 
a place in this world for him 0 

How can you take a man who has spent a lifetime being a rebel, 
an outlaw, and teach him to adjust to society s way of thinking 
Do you do it by locking him away from the main population of 
one of the reputed heavier prisons in the system 0 1 think there 
has to be an answer someplace, and the answer w ill come from the 
men themselves I didn't like it one bit in that place over there 
and there are those of you reading this who've been there that 
will agree with me It's beyond me to think of an answer, but there 
must be some solution. 

The experience was very much like thal of being in the count > 
jail. Most guys when they go to jail aren't prepared for it No 
lawyer No bail money, no way of knowing what's going to happen 
next "B" Section is-like that Or at least it was like that to me I 
sat there under investigation for a charge that could have very 
well been true. There <vas a justification on the part of staff be- 
cause 1 am a writer, and I do know a little bit about the working 
end of a newspaper, and 1 know a bit about editing and layout 
work. . 

I asserted my innocence, and after a complete investigation 1 
was freed But the fact remains that it happened It could happen 
to any of us at any time 1 thjpk we have to be prepared to meet 
these “crises" now. because from experience they are bound to 
happen from time to time in the free world 
One thing I've learned from it all; if you’re telling the truth, 
and you're right, no matter what happens to you. you're bound 
to come out of it all right. I honestly believe that, even though 
my faith was a bit shaken up for a while 

I hope I never have to go back to "B" Section again for any 
reason, and I hope someday there will be no more B' Sections 
But I think it’s up to us. the men in blue, to find an alternative 
to these places. Until we do they will exist, and men will continue 
to vent their frustrations, their anger, their futility and their 
hopelessness against the walls, the basins, windows, light bulbs 
and their own tFOdiefr-^ . y Peace! 

STEETS AND GLUMP 





Worden, we just figured out bow to save ibe State money, let us out) 
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AA " . 

How many times in life have 
we really wanted something— 
a desire so strong that each 
effort to obtain that certain 
thing proved fruitless. In ihe 
fellowship of Alcoholics Anony- 
mous we are much aware of a 
desire to stop drinking; and 
those of us sincere enough will 
go to any lengths to achieve 
that sobreity. since there' are 
many more benefits than just 
staying&ober. 

AA's preamble and the Third 
Tradition tell us that a desire 
to stop drinking is the only re- 
quirement for membership. No- 
body is forced to accept AA; you 
have to want what we have. AA's 
12 Steps are merely suggested 
ways of recovery. But your 
question may be: How do we. 
as alcoholics, manage to shut ofT 
that yearning for the first drink 
that we know can lead to an- 
other and another? 

Every AA member will tell 
you that they have their own 
way of staying sober, using some 
portion or a combination of the 
teachings of this fellowship to 
culminate the desire to stop 
drinking. 

I first came into AA because I 
was told the Aduth Authority 
would require it for parole pur- 
poses, since I had a background 
of public drunkenness and 
and drunk driving, and the 
crime I had committed was re- 
lated to alcohol. After many 
months of attending meetings 
but not participating, I began to 
pick up a thing here and there 
from someone else talking that 
I identified with myself. After 
taking a very honest inventory 
of myself over the past years; 

I realized that each time I had 
been in trouble I had been drink- 
ing. Space limitations for this 
story will not let me elaborate 
on my past experiences, but 
really there’s no need to do so 
—we’ve all heard drunk stories. 

It wasn't until after I started 
talking and really getting down 
to the basic things, like trying 
to help other men with their 
drinking problems.- did I realize 
that my life of drinking wasn’t 
a life at all, but a constant rut 
to hurry up and get to the next 
drink. If you have ever helped 
anyone with a personal or emo- 
tional problem, you'll under- 
stand what I mean when I say 
tnat it gives me a good feeling 
to share strength and hope with 
others against this common 
problem of drinking to excess. 

No longer do I attend AA be- 
cause it was recommended by 
others; I go for myself now, and 
even in prison have reaped 
some of the rewards that go 
with staying sober, keeping my 
mind alerirand open, realizing 
that power greater than myself 
will guide me through each day 
if I only ask for that guidance 

Take a look at yourself hon- 
estly; if you think you might 
have a drinking- problem, if 
your life is unmanageable, give 
AA a try. The only thing you 
need is an open mind and a de- 
sire to stop drinking. Through 
AA I have found peace of mind 
to accept things I can’t change, 
courage to change those I can. 
and with my greater power help, 
will have the capacity to know 
the difference. 

- .-ten- > - i W »m T> : . .. 

Library 

Legal Reference 

•Weekend 9 00 10:30 a m 

NOON- 2:30 p. nr 
Weekday 9:00-10 30 a m 

. ... 1 00- 2:45 p. m 

»**» . ■« va» r v 


Short Count in B' Section-Or, 
Where; oh Where....?' 


This institution was cast into 
turmoil Monday. July 19. by the 
disappearence pf an inmate 
from the second Jier of B sec- 
tion. Confined to the wired-in 
section of the unit, officers were 
at first baffled that such an in- 
cident could occur due to the 
strict security within that unit. 
It appears that one of the offi- 
cers fell for the old dummy-in- 
thc-bunk trick which necessi- 
tated an institution count of in- 
mates. 

The missing man was later 

Jack Amason: 
Getting There 

One of the shining lights on 
San Quentin is njne other than 
Jack Amason who works in the 
snack bar. 

Since entering the GDC. few 
men have done more to prepare 
themselves, or have utilized 
their time more fruitfully. 

Amason admits to a long and 
questionable past in crime, but 
states he’s tired of the years 
spent behind bars. So. when he 
entered prison this time, he 
made up his mind that it would 
be his last go-around. 

Amason's first move was to 
aquire a trade that he could en- 
joy. and this proved to be hos- 
pital work. He was leadinan in a 
institutional hospital for two 
years, during which time he re- 
ceived numerous commenda- 
tions for his professional work, 
ability to handle men, and his 
quick action in the saving of 
one patients life. 

Since that time Amason has 
worked as a^rlerk before taking 
over his present position. 

Amason’s favorite past-time is 
playing lead guitar. He spe 
cializes in country western, 
western swing, and rock and 
roll. 

Amason admits that his 
friendship with the late Spade 
Cooley, King of the Western 
Swing, did much to help him. 
“Spade Cooley knew just about 
all there was to know about 
western swing" Amason said, 
"and he advanced my lead 
guitar playing a good deal." 

Amason is now considering 
accepting one of the offers he 
has had to play professionally, 
and feels that his experience in 
operating various clubs in and 
around the Western States will 
be of aid to him. "After all.” he 
said. "I do know most of the ins 
and outs." 


found on the same tier, hiding 
in another man’s cell. Both men 
have since been gaffled up. but 
as they were already about as 
deep in the slammer as they 
could get, it is wondered what 
further action may be taken? 

The added count to find the 
man resulted in cancellation of 
most night movement including 
the incentive movie' "The Pri- 
vate Life/>f Sherlock Holmes” 
which leads one to think that 
maybe someone knew some- 
thing they weren’t telling. 


RELIGIOUS SERVICES 
PROTESTANT CHAPEL 

Every Sunday 

Union Worship Services 9:15 
a.nv; Morning film (V4hr.) 10:30 
a.m.; Audio Visual Hour 12:30 
p.m. Vesper Service 1:50-2:50 
p.m. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 

Services every Sunday at 9:15 
a.m. in the Catholic Chapel. 

SPANISH EVANGELICAL 
SERVICE 

Education Bldg . Room B-l, 915 
a.m. 

ISLAMIC SERVICES 

Saturday. 1-2 p.m. Main Chapel 

JEWISH SERVICES 

Thursday 12:50 p.m. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

Services every Sunday at 9:15 
a.m. in the Jewish Chapel. 

MORMON SERVICES 

Class every Saturday in Branch 
Chapel. 9 a.m. 


■ > 



ESQUE S SONNY DOYLE 

. . . slamming a kill-shot 



CHANGA! San Quentin's Tudy A/.crjil executing a kill shot wilh 
his partner Porto Colon looking on wilh satisfaction. 


1971 INTRAMURAL FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 

Manager Team Name Team Color 

Parks Rams Gold 

Brandon 

Chargers 

Green 



• White 


LEAGUE l’LAY 

Saturday. July 17 


Rams vs. Chargers 



Jets vs. Vikmgs 

Sunday. August 1 


Vikings vs. Rams (Double header) 
Chargers vs. Jets 

Saturday. August 7 


Rams vs. Jets 

Sunday. August 8 


Vikings vs Chargers 

Saturday. August M 


Vikings vs. Jets 

Sunday. August 15 


Chargers vs, Rams 

Saturday. August 21 


Jets vs. Chargers 

Sunday. August 22 


Rams vs. Vikings 

Saturday. August 28 


Chargers vs Vikings 

Sunday. August 29 


Jets vs Rams 

Thursday. September 9 


Rams vs Chargers (Double header 
Jets vs. Vikings -Admission Day) 

Saturday. September 11 


Vikings vs. Rams 

Sunday, September 12 


Chargers vs. Jets 

Saturday. September 18 


Rains vs. Jets 

Sunday. September 19 


Vikings vs. Chargers 


(I) Teams listed in right column will have the laundry side of the field. 

<2> Players who arc transferred or who inter hospital and or have medi- 
cal disqualification (written! can be replaced wilh a player on the orig- 
inal roster NO EXCEPTIONS 

(3i Any player who plays in any game with I.P will cause his team to lose 
game. 

r, . — . .ST. L. Baker 

▼ Supv. of Recreation 

$ 

Library Has A New Card Catalog 


You no longer have to guess or even ask the librarian what 
titles are being retained in the reference room A complete card 
catalog has been compiled on 3"X5" cards of all books that are 
in the reference room. This catalog consists of author, title and 


subject indices. 

Author and .title cards arc 
filed alphabetically. Subject 
cards are filed in numerical 
sequence corresponding to the 
Dewey Decimal System. 
i Religion 200 

2. Biology 570 

3. Auto Mechanics 629 

If you are not sure of the 

number assigned to the subject 
you arc seeking literature on. 
consult the Dewey Decimal 
Charts. These charts are posted 
by the catalog files. 


The clerk typed 14.340 cards 
to properly complete the ref- 
erence catalog. 

There has been a great need 
for this catalog. We arc most 
grateful to the person that com- 
pleted this task. This catalog 
will be beneficial to all library 
users. 

The library is holding 2,390 
titles in the reference room. 

J E. McHenry 
Librarian 


U.S. Armed' Forces Bomb'Q' 


By Tudy Merjil 
Tuesday. July 6th. the com- 
bined forces of the Navy. Army, 
and Marine Corps battled the 
San Quentin varsity handball 
HAWGS to a hard fought 11-5 
victory. The battlegrounds were 
the two four-wall courts in the 
Skyline gym 

The action started at 7 p.m 
and continued straight through, 
non-stop, until 9:30 p.m 
Representing the U. S. Army 
were Mel Amcrman and Randall 
Riley. Mel is the Army champ 
who will be competing in Seattle 
this coming week against 
champs from different armed 
forces teams from several West- 
ern states. (Good luck. Mel.) 

Riley, who is the younger and 
less experienced of the two. 
managed to bump off some good 
guys for a total of five victories. 
USMC champ. Ken Wiscwaner. 
won a few matches evt^p 


though he had difficulty adjust- 
ing to our obstacle court, name- 
ly the back screen. This was the 
first time that these guys com- 
peted on our courts and they 
displayed good flexibility in ad- 
justing to our battleground. 

U.S. Navy champ Ed Spede 
ripped off three victories to rep- 
resent his branch of service. 

An important point that 1 
want to mention is that in this 
meet, the main objective was 
participation Everyone partici- 
pated. even though the street 
players were all "A” league or 
better players. 

We have four good “A" play- 
ers on the varsity and the other 
five who showed up were "B” 
players 

Hopefully, next time these 
guys come in they mentioned 
that they would try to bring in 
the U.S. Coast Guard champ. 
(Next week HAWG profiles). 


Varsity Hand 

( Results of meet are as follows* 

bail Results 

( • * denote winner 


S. O. Varsity 

SINGLES Streets 

Seore 

David Gome/. <*» 

Vs 

Mel Amerman 

15-10 

Carlos Reyes 

Vs 

Randall Riley 

15- 1 

Porto Colon 

Vs 

(•1 Ed Spede 

15 13 

Tudy Mej j 1 1 i*i 

Vs 

Ken N is** waner 

15- 4 

Manuel Rodriguez. 

Vs 

(•> Mid Amerman 

15- 3 

Sonny Doyle 

Vs 

• *> Itandall Hilev 

15-10 

Roy Gonzales 

Vs 

(•) Ed Spede 

15 12 

Flaps Salas (*» 

Vs 

Randall Riley 

15 13 

David Moreno 

Vs 

Ken Nisewaner 

15- 4 


Vs 

1 • * Mel Amerman 

15 6 

Sonny Doyle 

Vs 

<*> Randall Riley 

21 9 


DOUBLES 


Porto A Tudy 

Vs. 1 

* 1 . Spede A Nisewaner 

21-20 

Carlos A Ray 

Vs 

l*> Amerman A Riley 

15- 6 

Sonny A Flaps 

Vs 

(*> Amerman A Riley 

21-17 

Dog A Manuel (*i 

, Vs 

Spede A Nisewaner 

21 8 

Tudy A Donkey I) 

Vs 

1*1 Amerman A Riley 

21-16 

Porto & Ray 

Vs 

Spede A Nisewaner 
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Rams Slide By Chargers, 9-8 
As ‘Green Machihe’Triumphs 


-Defensive Plays 
Spark Both Wins 

By T. I). Ventura 

This past weekend was the 
scene of the opening games for 
the intramural football season. 
Saturday. Joe Parks’ Golden 
Hams buttled Hon Brandon's 
Blue Chargers to a 9-8 decision 
while Joe Haiti's Jets (better 
know n as "The Green .Machine") 
rolled over Baby BullfrSinglc- 
ton’s While Vikings, 24-8 . . . 

The Rams, apparently believ- 
ing they could take an easy vic- 
tory over the Blue Chargers. 
ha;l to go all out in a hard-fought 
9-8 win in Saturday's league 
opener. 

Defense played the major roll 
in this game, with Dino Jackson 
of the Rams commanding his 
legions, and Richard Peacock. 
"Chop" Wofford, and Malcolm 
Jackson spearheading the 
Charger’s defensive unit, as he- 
roes came in both colors. 

The Rams were first up on 
the scoreboard after a scoreless 
first period as Redman Myers 
split the uprights with a 25-yard 
field goaflo put his team in com- 
mand of a 3-0 lead. Before the 
half, the Rams- added another 
six points to that score as tight- 
en;! Jack RatlifT broke free and 
snagged a 15-yard TO pass from 
Joe Washington. This made the 
jeore at intermission read 9-0. 
Rams favor This was all the 
.coring the Golden Rams were 
to do for the remainder of the 
game. 

» The Chargers came alive in 
'the second half of play to score 
all their points in the third 
period. Malcolm Jackson, who 
played an outstanding game 
both ways for his team, inter- 
cepted a Washington aerial on 
the 5-yard line and scampered 
into the end zone to score. I,an- 
ny Tapp then picked up the 
PAT on a Bueky Walker pass 
Irom two yards out bringing the 
score to 9-8 Rams, where it 
stayed for the rest of the con- 
test. 

Although Ram QB Joe Wash- 
ington did a commendable job. 
his rival. QB Buckv Walker was 
the more impressive of the two. 
as veteran Buckv mixed up his 
plays well and kept the Ram de- 
fense guessing as to what to ex- 
pect 

Other offensive and defensive 
standouts in this game for both 
teams were Michael McCray. 
James Coumpy. Floyd Jones 
•who was the workhorse for the 
the Chargcrsi. "Chop" Wofford. 
J D. Boswell. Richard Thomp- 
son. Emmett Pineapple ' I.e- 
ong, John Hollingsworth. Mike 
Johnson, conger back Allen Al- 
t’ x a n d e r . Sa m m y M o re n o . J . 
Knighton. R Tcrflinger. James 
Greene. William McDaniels la 
real hog for the Chargers!. 
Freddy Montoya. Juan Garcia. 
George Pettit. Carl Daffy" 
Swartz ian outstanding defen- 
sive performance by this man 
for the Chargers!, and that teen- 
ager himself. Joe Parks 

This game was momentarily 
held up briefly just prior to the 
half as several players from 
both benches engaged in a slight 
brawl upon which the officials 
did remarkably well in break- 
ing up before it got out of hand. 
Throe players were given the 
old heave-ho by the referee The 


Chargers’ main source of con- 
fusion while on the playing field 
seems to stem from "too many 
chiefs and no Indians!" 

Green Macfllne Wins 

U*d by the arm of John Chat- 
man. the pass receiving of Bob- 
by Moore, and the running of 
Percy Curtis, the Jets streaked 
to a 24 -8 victory over the Vik- 
ings in Sunday’s gridiron thril- 
ler. 

The game progrosed fairly ev- 
enly in the first half of play with 
the Jets striking paydirt first in 
the initial period. Outside line- 
backer "Hawk’* Rogers inter- 
cepted a Viking pass and picked 
up some 50 yards, but a clipping 
penalty brought the bail back 
to the line of scrimmage. Then 
light-end Joe Ratti sucked in a 
John Chatman aerial in the flat 
and churned 75-yards to the Vi- 
king 10-yard line. Chatman then 
hit Bobby More with his first of 
two TO passes in the game for 
a 6 -0 score. In the second quar- 
ter. Bobby Moore grabbed an- 
other pass to the Viking nine, 
and Percy Curtis, who had a 
very fine day in the rushing de- 
partment picking up over 100- 
yards. took the pigskin to the 
two-yard line where New York 
Joe plunged over for the score 
giving the Jets 12 points in the 
first half. Viking QB. Theo Will- 
iams. who recovered his own 
kickoff starting the game, in- 
jured his left ankle in the first 
play and was sidelined for the 
remainder of the game. His un- 
derstudy. the very capable and 
talented Pierre Scipio replaced 
him at the helm and did a fine 
job. After a fine catch by Larrv 
Woods, good for 25-yards, and 
some great rushing by Melvin 
The Tank" Edwards, the Vi- 
kings found themselves in scok 
ing territory and took advant- 
age of it. Split-end. Gene Will- 
iams hauled in a Scipio pass and 
sprinted 50-yards before he was 
stopped 10 yards shy of the goal 
-line. Edwards took the ball to 
the one. and Winky Thompson 
took it in to bring the score at 
12-6. Jets. Just prior to the half. 


a great defensive play was exe- 
cuted by Big Ben Ralston. Vi- 
king linebacker, who tackled 
Chatman in his own end zone 
for a 2-point touchback The 
score at the halftime buzzer had 
the Jets ahead 12-8; this was all 
of the scoring the Vikings were 
able to muster for the remain- 
der of the contest. 

The "Green Machine" added 
two more touchdowns lo their 
score in the 4th quarter after 
a scoreless third, Bobby Moore 
scored his second TD of the 
game as he caught a pass from 
Chatman from 20-yards out for 
six points. Percy Curtis put the 
finishing touches on the Vikings 
by scrambling some 15-yards 
and another Jet score. 

It must be noted that Jet line- 
backer. ’Cool Breeze' Robinson 
turned in what had to be the 
best defensive performance of 
the day. Robinson's constant 
reddogging and blitzes harassed 
the Viking offensive unit and ac- 
counted for several of their 
ground losses and fumbles. Also 
standing out defensively in the 
game were. "Chief’’ Grigsby. 
Bobby Moore. Joe Ratti. Kisu 
Deary. Vonncll Scott. Big Ben 
Balston, George Leberry. Ron- 
ald Saunders. Hawk Rogers. 
"Piano L*gs" Lilly. Truman Nic- 
hols. Jennings. Brohan Grant. 
James "Geronimo” Sewell. Tom 
Culberson (the grandaddy of the 
Jetsi. Errol Bowen. Louie Con- 
treras. Baby Bull. Charles L. 
Bratton, and Steve McCray. Act- 
ually. 1 could name all $>f the 
players who did an outstanding 
job on both teams, but limited 
space does not allow it; but it’s 
a long sea^bn and if you deserve 
it. your name will appear in the 
News. In both Saturday's and 
Sunday's games, it was a "full 
team" effort whether winning 
or losing. 

The officials of the games. 
Wildcat Murray, Martin Green. 
Robert Willis. Paul Cahill. Wal- 
ter Hampton, and Donald Grif- 
fin deserve credit for calling 
the games well under the cir- 
cumstances. 


'k 
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-By T. D. VENTIRA- 


PIGSKIN PALAVER 

LAST SATURDAY’S practice game btween Joe Ratti’s Green 
Machine and Joe Park’s Golden Rams ws a special treat for the 
fans; they not only got to see a billiant defensive battle on the 
gridiron, but they were also Ireatdto a boxing performance be- 
tween a few of the members of the Jcs <Grecn Machine! team 
and one of the officials. Although this i not the kind of conduct 
that will enable the intramural proram to survive throughout 
an entire season, it was. at least, entenining . . . and I might add, 
too. that the great offensive attack f the Green Machine was com- 
pletely stymied by the Ram’s powerful efensive unit led by the 
irreplaceable and indestructable Dio Jackson & Co . . . Although 
the score at halftime (which ultirately proved to be the ending 
of the game also) was knotted at K). Percy Curtis, running back 
for the Jets, executed some fine token-field running, grinding 
out the yardage paved by some goc blocking on the part of his 
downfield blockers. Curtis made end zone on two occasions 
only to have them called back due t penalties. The ensuing brawl 
ended this game . . . Sunday’s encounr between Baby Bull s Vik- 
ings and Ron Brandon’s Super Ch-gers proved to be more of a 
gridiron affair rather than that of ringside slugfest. The contest 
rolled through most of the allotted pying time fairly even, but bv 
the time it was all over, the white 'ikings had conquered their 
foes beating them in battle. 12-6 . Theo Williams. Viking QB. 
showed tremendous promise as he corpleted most of his aerials 
(one good (-or a TD) and piloted his clu to several long gaining 
plays via the airways and highwayof the gridiron. 

Scoring for the Vikings were Wiry Thompson and Scipio. 
Tommy Harris broke through the Viking line on several occasions 
to pick hugh chunks of real estate'' and s>red the only TD for the 
Ciiargers, while Pierre Scipio was thenain receiving target of 
Williams on some great catches and eluve footwork . . Richard 
Peacock. Charger middle linebacker, us the bulwark of the Char- 
ger defense as his freight train. red-dog.ng kept constant pressure 
on the Viking offense. Bucky Walker, fe old veteran of the grid, 
handled the quarter-backing chores or the Chargers and did 
a commendable job. Charger standoutdefensively included Han- 
cock. Terflingcr. Thompson. Peacock. Bnzeale. Brandon . . Final 
score again Vikings-12. Chargers-6. T> league games will start 
next weekend, and the way it lookso far. no team will be a push- 
over or easy pickin’s .. 

★ ★ ★ 

OVERHEARD DEPT . . . Dave futf*i West block clerk) on the 
intercom at count time: "Turn on yor'barSand stand by your 
lights, please! " Are you sure all you dnk in that office is coffee. 
Dave’’ ? 9 And Dallas Blumentha! ws conversing - with Terry 
Burch in the TV area the other night wile watching "Dan August". 
It seems on a relative shakedown f a suspect, our hero finds 
four one-hundred dollar bills tucked uner his pillow upon which 
he remarked: "I suppose t/his came from he Tooth Fairy?" Burch 
undoubtably showed disjfclief that this jrt of shananigans could 
occur, so Dallas very casually turned round and said to Terry: 
"What 1 You don’t Ajitneve in the Toth Fairy? You haven'.t, seen 
my dentist, have you 0 " 

★ ★ ★ 

LOCKER ROOMERS . . . that fleet-foted Joe Parks displayed 
his speed and cunning at the QB spt in last weekend's practice 
game That J. Pence Wagner (editorfor the S. Q. NEWS) has 
put in an order for a new typewriter It seems that his old one has 
too many useless keys in it. such as Jl of them except the I's 
Jack Ratliff, after being beaten by tie Yardbirds a few weeks 
back, declared: "We would have won if bftin didn’t use all those 
"ringers" And is it really true that oir fearless editor of the 
S. Q NEWS (previously mentioned) volunteered to do a week in 
"B" Section just to get an inside story? . Somebody told "Chop" 
that wearing PINK football pants was the"in" thing; and all this 
time I thought BLUE was the hip color! ! ! 

* * * 

IN MEMORIUM . . . which reminds me of the time me-and my 
bothersome little sister were playing down at the beachs one 
summer. Our favorite game was to take turns covering each other 
up w'i^h sand . . . On? of these days I must remember to go down 
there*and dig her up! 

. . . And goodnite. BUZZ, peace and fortitude, brother 

☆ ☆ ☆ 


JULY FOURTH TITLE WINNERS-(I to r.) L B Chatman (heavy, 
weigh!), Morris Strain (lightweight), Babilah McCarthy (middle- 
weight), Baby Daniels . (junior middleweight), Norman Martin 
(welterweight), Tachi Galavis (junior lightweigh:), and Spider Rod- 
riguez (lightweight). 

— photo by H.E. Perryman 


SPONSOR WANTED 
With the transferring of 
present sponsor Officer E 
Lewis to Folsom, the varsity 
weightlifting team is in need 
of a new sponsor. Any free 
personnel interested, contact 
Coach T. L. Baker or the team 
captain in the Skyline gym. 


WEEKEND SPORTS 
CALENDAR 
SATURDAY 
Varsity Softball 

S. Q. vs. Connection 
■ U0 a. m.) 

SUNDAY | 
Rock Show 

1 10 a.m. . . . Lower Yard) 






Floyd Eklund 


The Forgotten Man Finds the Light 


By Philp C. Clark 

In the annals of prisons and prisoners there have 
been many forgotten men; men who have entered 
institutions as young men, languished, to at last grasp 
the light of freedom after many years of servitude. 

Floyd Eklund is such a 
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man. Floyd firsj came to 
San Quentin in 1938 as a 

young man Over the 33 years, 
all of which have been spent 
here, Floyd has seen many men 
and many changes The num- 
ber he carries on his I. D. card 
is indicative of those years of 
change No 61978 No “A." no 
"B." The only prefix being his 
33 years of experience behind 
these walls 

Bitter"’ Not this man Though 
aged from a handsome clean- 
cut youth to the gray of 61 
years, there is still a life within 
him that all that has gone be- 
fore could not dim 
Floyd Eklund-has known 
many things in 33 years. It 
speaks much for the man that 
he has had a clean record for 
32 of those years in an institu- 
tion which during his time was 
one of the toughest in the 
world" 

“Yes." Floyd said. “I've seen 
a lot. When I first came to San 
Quentin in 1938 they still had 
the old Spanish blocks, where 
I lived for a year and a half. 

.-'There where no lights in them, 
no water, no earphones, and we 
had to use the old honey 
buckets. 

" The roads and yards that 
you see in front of the edu- 
cation buliding were dirt or 
mud. depending on the weather, 
and there were no lock-ups. If 
you were out. you had to stand 
under the shed When they said 
"quiet" in the blocks, they meant 
quiet!" 

When questioned as to what 
the biggest changes had oc- 
dured in San Quentin over the 
years. Floyd continued. "The 
men and the sports activities." 

When asked to elaborate, he 
said. "You have a different 
breed of men now than when I 
first came, and the violence 
they’ve brought in with them 
just doesn’t make sense. I don’t 
know these men 
"But it’s the sports activities 
that I miss the most We use to 
have field events each year on 
September 9 that lasted 
all day This one day of the year 
was "our day' and we could do 
just about anything I had 
charge of the clowns and I 
would tell some of them that 
were dressed like officers -to 
get that lieutenent." and they 
would run over, grab him by 
the seat of the pants, heave 
him in a little wagon we had. 
toss him into our wooden jail 
"We called it the "Little 
Olympics' and all the men 
looked forward to it It was 
held on the lower yard and 
each contestant would" ‘get- a 
prize of from $5 to $50 from 
people from the outside We 
even had a lemonade stand 
on the yard " 

Floyd, who was crippled at 
age of nine by polio, has never 
nussed a day’s work He worked 
as an usher in the chapel for 
25 years and wears a little 
cross given to him in rccog 
nit ion of (host* times 
He has known wardens from 
t'orte-Smith in 1938 through 
Warden Duffy. to the present 
warden I. 8 Nelson 

He has known San Quentin 
through three wars, the tearing 
down of the old Spanish blocks, 
to the turmoil of today 

For 18 years this hian has 



Inmate Attacked on 
Lower-Yard Stairs 


Inmate Johnson who resides 
in P section of the south block 
was admitted to Neumiller Hos- 


p tal Monday. July 19. suffering 


Director Revises 
Contraband Rule 


FLOYD EKLUND 

. freedom after 33 years 


worked at his bench in the fur- 
niture factory finishing chairs. 
He was con-boss in the "alley" 
for nine years, and has met the 
board 34 times 

It was his hands and mind 
that helped make the murals 
in the south messhall possible, 
and his feet that have known 
the transition from mud to 
asphalt. His has been so many 
things, and though some might 
cry "waste.” the things con- 
structed by his hands puts the 
lie to the word. 

Floyd has known the times 
when the education building 
was used for the "Little Worlds 
Fair" at San Quentin, and had 
bulit a church within it and had 
charge of the music. He taught 
himself to play the organ 
Friends? They are legion and 
range from con to warden to 
such people on the outside as 
Frankie Carter who has been 
coming into San Quentin for 
over 40 years to present the 
fight cards. 

He did not shed his blood on 
the yard as have so many, but 
donated it 87 times to those in 
need. Here is a man who with 
his hands has constructed not 
only furniture and walls of beau- 
ty. but a monument of time to- 
wards a place where it is so 
often wasted. 

Now Floyd Eklund is going 
home The meaning of the 
light 0 None can say but one 
When Kbs^ame out of the board 
room he was shaking in dis- 
belief The warden threw his 
arms around him and said. 
'Well. Floyd, you finally got it ", 
Floyd? He just smiles, amf 
smiles 


Who Is Uncle 
Leonard? 


A letter has winged its way 
here all the way from Kansas 
City. Mo . to someone affection- 
ately known as I'nale l.cnard 
‘Uncle Leonard i The writer. 
F reddie W Jr . who lives on 
h 23rd St of that city over- 
looked including the surname 
of the recipient, which has 
thrown the local bastille's mail 
room into a mild dilemma 
We're sure the letter is at 
the right resort because it was 
addressee' to Tamal. Calv 
•Calif. and by golly the /ip 
code was right on 

So I nc" drop a note to Miss 
Holly at the mailroom. giving 
>our apartment number and 
she'll send along your mall 


4*4. kVV 
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ront what was said to be super- 
ficial stab wounds tq, his back. 

Despite rumors to the con- 
trary. the incident was of a per- 
sonal nature and did not reflect 
either racial tension nor was it 
an overflow of the fist-fight that 
occurred in the east block the 
night before. 


b 


Scope Kicks Off 
New Program 


By Jim Shuman 

The Special Committee On 
Parolee Employment (SCOPE* 
is pcoud to announce the birth 
of a healthy new program -a 
Classified Ad section in the San 
Quentin News. 

Men with parole dates who 
are in need of employment are 
invited to place “position want- 
ed" ads in this new section of 
the San Quentin News. The ads 
in the form of brief employ- 
ment r£sum£s will be printed as 
an insertVto the News and will 
be mailed., to, hundreds of job 
markets throughout the State. 

To make sure your ad is 
printed as soon as possible, con- 
tact Jim Shuman in the Indus- 
trial Training Office (Phone 503). 


f. 


Director’s Rule 1)1205. Contraband, is revised as follows: 

1)1205 CONTRABAND. The following is CONTRABAND: 
a. Anything not issued to you. sold to you through the canteen, 
permitted by the rules, or specifically authorized. 

Any property of another, except legal papers attached to a 
note from the owner, stating that he has lent them: 

Anything which is being misused. 

Any writings or voice recordings expressing inflammatory 
political, racial, religious or other views or beliefs when not 
in the immediate possession of the originator, or when the 
originator's possession is used to subvert prison discipline 
by display or circulation 

Any writings qf voty a$,intent on the 

part of the pos^soF’Ttfong'flf^ 7m jrnrT with others in en- 
gaging in. or encourage others to engage in. any form of 
violent conduct within the institution; 

Any writings or voice recordings constituting escape plans 
or plans for the production or acquisition of explosives or 
arms, possession of which is forbidden by law to inmates of 
institutions under the control of the Department of Correc- 
tions Such material as may be contained in books, magazines, 
or newspapers which have been previously approved for 
receipt by inmates is excepted 

A B No. 71/26 June 14. 1971 

Contraband will be confiscated Possession of contraband is 
grounds for disciplinary action. A disciplinary committee may 
turn any contraband over to the Adult Authority, regardless 
of the outcome of any disciplinary proceedings involving that 
contraband. 

Any writings or voice recordings not defined as contraband 
under this rule, but which, if circulated among other inmates, 
wmuld in the judgment of the warden or superintendent tend 
to subvert prison order or discipline, may be placed in the inmate's 
properly, to which he shall have access under supervision 

Please see that all personnel concerned are informed of the 

above. 


Director of Corrections 
R K Procunier 


Transportation Program 
To Aid Inmate s Families 


John Douimbia. chief coordinator of the Criminal Justice Dept . 
Western Addition E. O. (’ has announced a transportation pro- 
gram for inmate families. 

Initially the program, a project of Brotherhood in Motion, hopes 
to bring families from San Francisco. Richmond. Oakland and 
Berkeley to visit their relatives at San Quentin These would he 
families who. for financial or physical reasons, have a problem 
in getting here. 

Men who are interested should write Jerry Diamond. 1269 
McAllister St . San Francisco. Cal 94115: Phone 626-9300 


Letters to the Editor 


Dear Editor 

"Connections” is a group of people who are to- 
gether for a common reason. We have family and 
or friends inside the prison system. We came to- 
gether out of a commonly shared need — to relate 
to other people who understand and share the 
problems of having someone dear to us in prison 
Transportation has always been a deterrent to 
visitors, since most of the prisons are located in 
isolated, out-of-the-way areas with no public 
transportation available This is enhanced by the 
fact tiiat prisoners' families often suffer from pov- 
erty and cannot afford alternative transportation 
We provide free transportation for families 
and friends of prisoners to visit their people in 
prison We have three weekly trips from the Bay 
Area to San Quentin; one on Thursday and two on 
Saturday. If any of you have people in the Hay 
Area who need transportation to visit you. give 
them our number, because we can help Our 
phone number is 863 160-1. and we are located at 
Connections 
31X9 1 6lh Street 
San Franeiseo, Calif 94103 
Your sister in the struggle. 

Mary A MeCregor 


RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


PROTESTANT CHAPEL 

Every Sunday 

Union Worship Services 9:15 
am. Morning film ' Vfchr .) 10:30 
a m ; Audio Visual Hour 12:30 
p.m. Vesper Service I 50-2:50 
p.m. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC 

Services every Sunday at 9:15 


a.m. in the Catholic Chapel. 


SPANISH EVANGELICAL 
SERVICE 

Education Bldg. Room B-l. 9:15 
a.m. 


ISLAMIC SERVICES 

Saturday. 1-2 pm Main Chapel 


JEWISH SERVICES 

Thursday 12:50 p.m. 


CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

Services every Sunday at 9:15 
a.m. in the Jewish Chapel 


MORMON SERVICES 

Class every Saturday in Branch 
Chapel. S a m 


Movie Schedule 

-MAINLINE 


July :ui-.l] A- August I 
'MC.Mi it;i»i |(M Min 
Strawberry Statement 
iNu Infu On Slarsi 
• Warner Hi others Short' 


INCENTIVE - 


August 2-3-4 
• Columbia' 'It* 5M» Min. 

FIVE EASY PIECES 
I Nirholson A Krn. Black 
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A. A. Resolution No. 283 — 

A. B. No. 71/27 

State of California 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 
Sacramento 95814 
June 28. 1971 

ADMINISTRATIVE BULLETIN NO. 71/27 
TO: Wardens and Superintendents: Deputy 
Directors; and Staff Members 
Subject: REVIEW AND RECONSIDERATION 
PROCEDURES 
I. GENERAL 

Adult Authority Resolution No. 283 pro- 
vides for a formalized review of their de- 
terminations upon application by the in- 
mate involved subject to certain limitations 
and requirements. Specifically, two pro- 
cedures are set forth, i.e., "Review" and 
"Reconsideration." 

The "Review" procedure irs designed to pro- 
vide a method of appealing the specific de- 
terminations made by the Adult Authority 
due to inadequacies in the actual hearing 
itself as set forth below. The request for 
such a review must be made within ninety 
(90) days of the date of the determination. 
The "Reconsideration" procedure is de- 
signed to provide a means of securing a 
change or modification of an .Adult Author- 
ity determination based upon circumstances 
which occurred or developed subsequent 
to the last personal calendar appearance: 
such requests for "Reconsideration" will 
not be considered within ninety days of 
a; prior "Reconsideration" unless an ex- 
treme emergency is involved. It is not in- 
tended that this procedure be utilized as 
a substitute for calendar or parole date 
alvancements normally processed by the 
institution or parole staff 
II. PROCEDURE TO BE INITIATED BY THE 
INMATE 

A. Letters From Collateral Contacts. 

XTNetters received in the Adult Author- 
ity headquarters office dealing with 
matters deemed to involve either re- 
quests for "Review" or "Reconsidera- 
tion" will be reviewed by the Adult Au- 
thority Administrative Officer Requests 
for a "Review" pf a determination which 
has either Veen previously acted upon 
by the Board or wmclj has been received 
subsequent to the ninety day filing date, 
will be answered by an appropriate 
letter setting forth either the previous 
Review" determination or the reason 
for the ineligibility for filing for re- 
view. All other letters deemed to in- 
clude requests for either "Review" or 
Reconsideration" action will be for- 
warded to the C&PR at the institution 
to which the inmate is- assigned This 
will be accomplished by affixing a copy 
of the letter as an attachment to the 
C&PR's copy of a letter to the sender 
x acknowledging receipt of the request. 
The original letter will be attached to 
the inmate central office file copy and 
retained therewith. 

The letter to the sender will set forth 
the Adult Authority's policy that all re- 
quests for "Review" or "Reconsidera- 
tion must to initiated by the inmate 
and that a copy of his letter is being 
sent to the institution for the purpose 
of giving the inmate the information 
specifically relating to the request. The 
sender will also be requested to direct 
all future correspondence relative to 
the request directly to the inmate or 
the institution as deemed appropriate. 
In many cases the C&PR may either 
giyg t the letter or a copy thereof directly 
to the’ inmate; in those cases where 
additional information of a confidential 
nature is included, only the appropriate 
information will be given l he inmate 
It shall be l he specific responsibility 
of the Classification and Parole Rep- 
resentative to insure that these pro- 
cedures are complied with and that con- 
fidential material is handled in an ap- 
propriate manner 

B Initiatory Action by the Inmate / 

All requests for either a "Review" or 
•i "Reconsideration" of an Adult Au- 
thority determination must be initiated 
by Hie inmate concerned, on either a 
C])C Form :«i«A or a CDC Form MfiOR 
• '* be supplied h\ the institution iSee 
forms and final approval for printing, 
they are approved for local reproduc- 
tion by the various institutions (See at 
lachments 1 & 2i. 

Pending some experience with these 


Review and Reconsideration 

forms and final approval for printing, 
they are approved for local reproduc- 
tion by the various institutions. 

C. Criteria for Review and Reconsideration 

1. Review 

a. The action of the Adult Authority 
was without or in excess of its 
powers. 

b. The action of the Adult Authority 
was procured by fraud, 

c. The action of the Adult Authority 
was based upon whim and caprice 

d. The action of the Adult Authority 
was not supported by the facts. 

e. The inmate-applicant has discov- 
ered new evidence, material to 
him. which he could not with 
reasonable diligence have discov- 
ered and produced at the hearing. 

2. Reconsideration 

i*- To be based upon substantial changes 
of circumstance which have occurred 
since the last action of the Adult 
Authority. 

D. Multiple Grounds 

One or more grounds or changes of 
circumstance may be specified or used 
in one application. 

In the case of an application for "Re- 
view" only one application shall be per- 
mitted; it is therefore essential that all 
allegations or grounds be set forth in 
the one application. 

In the case of a request for "Recon- 
sideration" additional applications are 
•permissable provided that at leastninety 
days have elapsed since the last Adult 

-Authority determination upon which 
the "Reconsideration" is based, and that 
the changes of circumstance or facts 
set forth in the .application shall have 
occurred since that determination. For 
the above reasons it is essential that 
all appropriate changes of circumstance 
be included in one application. 

E Statement of Facts. 

1. All allegations, grounds, changes of 
circumstance, etc., upon which an 
application is based must he sup- 
ported by a statement of fact made 
under penalty of perjury. 

2 Such statements must be sufficiently 
comprehensive to enable the Review 
Panel to determine whether or not 
a "Review" or “Reconsideration" will 
be granted without reference to facts 
or matters not included in the ap- 
plication 

3 'I he statement of facts may be sup- 
plemented by reference to specific 
documents contained in the inmate's 
central file and by statements of 
fact made by other persons under 
penally of perjury. 

4 Documents referred to in the central 
file or other Departmental records 
will be accepted as true only for the 
purposes of determining whether or 
not a rehearing is to be granted. Such 
material, however, will be carefully 
documented, reviewed and evaluated 
during the rehearing, if granted; i.e., 
such documents do not have to be in- 
cluded as attachments to the appli- 
cation 

5 Statements made by a physician or 
surgeon relative to medical reports 
submitted as supplemental material 
are considered as expert medical 
opinion and. as such, w ill be accepted 
without certification under penalty 
of perjury In general, letters from 
lawyers, legislators, and members of 
the court will be either a matter of 

• (‘••nlmiMNl ..n imjfr Ihr.-i*. 


ADULT AUTHORITY MEMBERS 

Tlu- California Adult Authority is currently 
comprised o( the following pci'Mins .dong with 
title; 

llenry W Kerr. Chairman 
Curtis O l.yiiiiin, Vice-Chairman 
Manley .1 Howler. Member 
Walter A <»or«l"ii. ,ji . m<ii<1»i 
I ■• land M Kalman. Member 
.fames II Hoover. Member 
Charles K Itrown. Member 
I faiucl H lai|H-/, Mendicr 
Joseph A Spanglei . Administrative onieei 
la lters In any . f tin -.- men should he addre •. d 
lo 


St It. < mice llmldmi: No y. 
•M I* Street. liiM.m art 
Snci.mieiito. California 'l.'.HI-l 

HEARING REPRESENTATIVES 


Warren G llallachi 
Paul A Cluirnlce 
Robert I. Del I'rsc 
Her hard Forman 
.lames <! llidt'ii! 


William H l.awsoni 
Robert C l.oi laim 
Robert R Miller 
Francis O'Hricn 
Robert K Sea bridge 



The sun was shining brightly, and it was a brisk day as I walked 
across the Big Yard for the first time. I had just stepped off the 
CDC bus from Folsom along with eight other "fish." and we were 
all in our stocking feet. 

Many things were going through my mind as 1 looked up at the 
dirt streaked green walls of the cellblocks that make the wall The 
yard was empty, and I just gulped and said nothing to the guy be 
hind me as we walked down the line of white dots painted on the 
blacktop. 

They had kept us on the bus for the greater part of the day be- 
cause there was a work strike going on inside, and they wanted to 
lock down the joint before there would be any movement 

Directly to the door of the cast block we walked I stood there 
and gazed at the chipped paint, l-ayer after layer, year after year 
of attempts to keep the weather from the steel A futile attempt by 
the painter because the mst was eating through anyway 

I had been in jails and prisons before, but this was one of the big 
Best functiuniqg.Upors Idjiyi^secu, Tiu^ guard peeked out of the 
little rotftflf -frHtT pffft •affrHoMdS’fo line up again We did. and the 
door swung slowly open. I stepped into a round room with a ceiling 
about 60 feet high, flinching as the door slammed shut behind me 
I felt a burning in my eyes as I looked up at the rail (hat runs 
around the wall near the ceiling. As the tears ran down my face, 
the guard leaned on the rail looking down at us with the 30 caliber 
M-l carbine discreetly pointed at the ceiling. 

The gas was still floating around and wc were all "crying" as the 
guard motioned us inside. We stcp|>od through another giant steel 
door into the infamous east block proper. There was a din of noise 
Angry noise. As I looked up I saw a building within a building, five 
tiers high and as long as a football field We were directed to the 
right, to "fish row.” the baysidc of the first tier As 1 went around 
the corner to walk down to the cell which would be my home for 
the next two weeks while I w as on orientation. I had to step around 
the broken glass on the floor. The windows in the counselors’ offices 
had been broken out. The place was dark The place was dirty, and 
the place was scary The din was growing louder as the men were 
rattling their cell doors and yelling I stopped in front of IK-103, 
and wailed for the man to pull the bar to free the door so I could 
go inside 


The bar clanged up and the door swung open I stepped in and 
pulled it closed behind me as the bar slammed baek into place. 
The cell was dark, and the gas seemed to just hang in the air I 
sat down on the bunk and thought to myself. "Momma, come and 
gel your baby boy." 

I was officially a part of San Quentin. 

Many things have happened to me since that first day 1 was 
lucky enough to get a job here at the News under the supervision 
of Gene Mason, who was then editor. Since that day 1 have made 
many good friends and the space won’t permit me to name them 
all. I*h is is my last Bastille for the San Quentin News, and I'd like 
to thank my many friends and the people who have helped me 
along the way. 

Mr. Keith Hayball. a man who I've had many arguments with, 
and who is dedicated to his job as an educator Thank you sir for all 
you’ve done to bring about the changes in the right direction of 
the News. 

I ve spent a few days in B section, and I learned about what the 
real prison is like Phil Clark is taking over my desk, and I'm 
sure you'll find him a good editor. Of course Big" John Watson 
will still be writing his* comments, as will T I) Ventura with his 
sports. 

This paper has been my sanity, and my thing" since I've been 
at San Quentin. I've been a part of the News since that first week, 
and it has been a struggle. I’ve taken a deep personal interest 
in the News, and the S. Q News team has spent manv. manv long 
hours to get the paper to you. the men in blue We've published 
25 papers in a row. and if you’ve noticed they came out very week 
on schedule Many men are responsible for the success so far. 
and I predict we’ll once again have the number one prison news- 
paper in the United Slates this year 1 can assure vou we've worked 
for it. 


you any sob story, because I am literally going to kiss the groun 
And to. say | have anything but complete revulsion for San Quoin 
w-ould be a lie Even though I’ve gained a lot of experience in n 
chosen held of writing. I have seen things here I hop.- I never h;n 
to witness again. I've seen convicts killed, and jusl last week 
correctional officer was slabbed to death 

Ibis is enough incentive to keep me on the streets The pa 
six months since I've been editor, we’ve made progress, and undt 
he guidance of Philip C Clark I fully expect even more progrei 
to he made There is a lot more I d like In sav. but space doesn 
permit it One person who has helped me immenselv is Be 
Ten nelly the man m charge of Information Line Inside and KS 
Radio News Thanks. Bob. for all you’ve done for me 

An I to all of you who have been my friends here at Ksque. 
hope you II be as lucky as I was at your next board appearenee 
Right now I have visions of a beautiful life with mv love! 
Mona, and I in hnisbed with San Quentin I II Max on here until 
watkYoui that gale, ami if Phil will let me. I max write some new; 
)" will be mce lo lx* a reporter again And in the words of Hu 
(Wadmg editor at Cl W. Mary Vangi. "May the long time sun shin 
, 11 ° r ' otl a,H ,nav >*><• find the answer that will bring m 
o ily you. my brothers in blue, freedom, but freedom to all ot 
pressed peoples 1 he xvhrld over 


Peace! 
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A.A. RESOLUTION No. 283-Continued 


opinion or make reference to matters set forth in offi- 
cial reports pertaining to the case and thus are not 
subject to certification under penalty of perjury. 

6. The inmate should be made fully aware of the word- 
ing of the certification under penally of perjury state- 
ment and cautioned to specifically designate those 
matters which he is setting forth -as “information and 
belief." 

F. Method of Filing 

I An original and. two copies of the application shall l>c 
filed by either of the two following methods 

a. Use of the United Stales mail in the same manner 
as legal material is sent to the courts. 

b. Personally given to the Chairman of the Adult Au- 
thority. ** f 

The Adult Authority Chairman has designated the 
Classification and Parole Representative, or his 
alternate, to accept such applications on his behalf 

2. All applications mailed to the Chairman of the Adult 
Authority are to be addressed as follows: 

Chairman. Adult Authority 
State Office Building No. 8 
714 P Street. Room 523 
Sacramento. California 95814 

3. The section at the bottom of the appropriate applica- 
tion shall be completed as an affidavit of service The 
dale of such service shall be considered as the date of 
filing the application. 

Ill DETERMINATION OK REHEARING 

A. Upon receipt of an application in the Adult Authority 
headquarters office, the Adult Authority Administrative 
Hflicor "id determine whether the application has been 
filed within the prescribed time limits and is properly 
certified. If these criteria are met he will schedule the 
case for Review by an MM panel of the Adult Authority 
to determine whether or not the facts or circumstances 
warrant a “Rehearing" of the inmate's case. If the ap- 
plication has been improperly filed, he will return it to 
the inmate via the appropriate C&l’R. 

B The panel will decide whether or not the application 
warrants a rehearing and make one of the following 
determinations. 

1 "Rehearing Denied.” 

2. "Rehearing Granted. Place on MM calendar pursuant 
to Adult Authority Resolution No. 283 " 

C The original copy of the application shall be retained 
and filed by the Adult Authority hi support of the action 
taken. 

The second copy of the application will be forwarded to 
the C&PR at the institution where the inmate is assigned 
together with both the institution and inmate copy of 
the CDC Form 245— "Certification of Adult Authority 
Action." * 

The third copy will be forwarded to the Warden or 
Superintendent of the appropirate institution together 
with the green copy of the Certification qf Adult Author- 
ity Action for his information. 

IV. CALENDARING OF INMATE 

If a rehearing is granted, the C&PR shall calendar the case 
to appear on the first available MM calendar at least thirty 
days after the date the rehearing was granted: any case not 
so considered within sixty days shall be reported to the 
Adult Authority Chairman setting forth the reasons there- 
fo?t : Cases whose rehearing actually constitutes a calendar 
advancement for the purpose of fixing terms and or granting 
a parole, and who requires notices pursuant to Section 3022 
and or 3042 P C. shall not be scheduled unless this require- 
ment will have been met at the lime of the said calendar 
hearing: to this end a determination as to whether such a 
notice is required must be made at the earliest possible time. 
V PREPARATION OF REPORT TO THE ADULT AUTHORITY 
A Review of Adult Authority Actions 

A new Board Report will not be necessary. A supple- 
mental report should he attached to the basic report 
correcting any errors found in the basic report and doc- 
umenting or evaluating any material which the inmate 
refers to as being ih the central file. 

The regular permanent addenda file together with the 
material submitted to the original panel, material which 
may have been erroneously omitted previously, and the 
inmate's application for "Review" together with the sup- 
porting documents (including central file and or CDC 
rceords*sef forth as supplemental documentation! shall 
Ik- included in the addenda file 

Material generated since the last hearing is not deemed 
germane to this type of hearing and need not he included 
B Reconsideration of Adult Authority Actions 

I Reconsideration acts as a calendar advancement 
If the lasJ^Uoard Report is less Ilian six months old. 
current procedures do not require a new Hoard Report, 
but do requiem that a supplemental report lie prepared 
updating the ritaiiVs activities plans, and program If 
the report is six months old. a new Board Report must 
he prepared X * 

In au\ ’event the documentation and evaluation of in- 
slitiitioiinl. or depart menial material referred to in the 
application must be sel forth as a supplement to the 
' Board Report 

In -addition to the regular addenda material copies 
of supplemental documentation contained in tin- cen 
tral lib- or departmental records shall be made 
available together with the' inmate's-- application for 
reconsideration 

'2 Re consideration As A Requesi For I 'a role or Dis- 
charge Date Advancement 

\ new I ioar.r Report will not .Im* required However. 


a supplemental Report must be prepared fully up- 
dating the inmate's activities since his last Board ap- 
pearance. 

As required in paragraph I. above, documental ion>of 
the institutional and departmental records, together 
with the same addenda material will be prepared and 
presented as an integral part of the Board Report. 

VI NOTIFICATION TO INMATE 

Following either a "Review" or "Reconsideration'* of an in- 
mate's case by the Adult Authority, the inmate will be in- 
formed of the Board determination in the same manner as 
he would in the case of anv other type calendar hearing. 

VII REVIEW" AND "RECONSIDERATION" HEARINGS ARE 
I’l $ A I . A N H NOT SI IH.I KCT TO I! EV I KW 


Adult Authority 
State of California 

Case No. 


Attachment No. 1 


Application for Review 

•AM'In-.iiil* 

An action was taken by the Adult Authority of lhe/T»|ate of 
California, in re the inmate-applicant, on the dav of 

. 19 

The inmate-applicant is aggrieved by said action and hereby 
petitions for review upon the following grounds: (Strike out 
grounds not applicable < 

I * The action of the Adult Aut bo^>.tmg^. ry^H» n»t -or 
. in excess of its powers. 

2» The action of the Adult Authority was procured by 
fraud. 

3> The action of the Adult Authority was based upon 
whim and caprice. 

4» The action of the Adult Authority was not supported 
by t lie facts. 

5i The inmate-applicant has discovered new evidence, 
material to him. which lie could not with reasonable 
diligence have discovered and prinluced at the hear- 
ing 

In support of each of the above specified grounds inmate ap- 
plicant gives the following details, including a comprehensive 
statement of facts, upon which the inmate-applicant relies 


Wherefore, inmate-applicant ri-qucsis that the Adult Authority 
review said action and Dial decision lie made lo grant a rehearing 



Executed on this 


Original mailed to 
Original personally served on 
Date of mailing or service. 
Mailed or served b' 


. California 


In re 


ADULT AUTHORITY 
State of California 
( 'ase No. 


Attachment No : 


Application for Reconsideration 

V, -AMk.1111 

Inmate- Applicant hereby requests that his case Im- reconsidered. 
The last action taken by the Adult Authority in my case was on 
day of .19 . at 

California. 

This application for reconsideration is based on the following 
changes of circumstance, which are material to me. alt of which 
have occurred from and after the last action of the Adult Authority 
in my case on the day of . I ti 

2* 

3 • 

4* 

In support of each of the above specified change of circumstance, 
inmate-applicant gives the following details, including a compre- 
hensive statement of facts, upon which the inmate-applicant re- 
lies: 


Wh-refo-p. inmate-applicant requots that the Adult Authority 
reconsider bis ca-e and that decision Im- tuadt- lo grant inmate 
applicant a reconsideration hearing 


Executed oil this 


Original mailed to \ 

Original personally -ervrd 
Dale of mailing or service 
.Vailed or served by 

Forms fix' .'Wilt A application for review and CDC Mtin-lt, ap- 
plication for recoil.- ideral mu w ill he available at I he library and 
counseling center It is suggested that information on this pro 
co-lure l>e read carefully by imputes if they desire to use the pro- 
cedure • 


Nate Moreland 
Returns to Prison, 
But as Teacher 

By Robert Stuckey 

When we think of cxcons mak- 
ing good we almost automatical- 
ly think of sports entertainment 
or even some type of rehabili- 
tation program initiated by an- 
oxcon. 

We. tile news media, made 
mention of the Kldridge (‘levers 
and Merle Haggards to mention 
a couple. Being a part of that 
news media. I find it unforgiv- 
able on our part that we over- 
looked a man in our presences, 
that has likewise made good and 
returned to assist us I make ref- 
erence to Nate Moreland 

Mr. Moreland is in our educa- 
tion department and teaches in 
tile Literacy Center. He also 
c^VMUp^is Sunday evenings to 
come in to sponsor the SATE 
^Self-Advancement Through Ed- 
ueat ion • organization. 

Not many years ago Nate was 
walking around in Folsom 
where he vowed never to be 
subjected to prison treatment 
again Nate had teacher creden- 
tials when arrested in 1959. hut 
stales, "when a man comes lo 
prison, all his identity with the 
outside world is stripped away." 
lb- lost Ins credentials and was 
lold they would never be .issued 
again 

Mr Moreland was deter- 
mined not to be denied, so he 
ordered six units of graduate 
study from Teliachapi lb- out- 
lined. paid for. and took an- 
other course from Fresno State. 
College while at Tchachapi. 
After he left Tchachapi. he 
went to Folsom, from Folsom 
he went to Vacaville While at 
Vacaville he completed 12 units 
of graduate work in Spanish 
from the University of Califor- 
nia Extension School He also 
completed 15 units of Spanish 
through night school 

Nate Moreland was paroled 
in May 19(14 and immediately en- 
rolled in Solano College school 
Then he attended Sonoma State 
at night He left a job in Vaca- 
ville and went to work in Plea- 
santon. California For three 
years, while there, he attended 
night school* at Cal State Hay- 
ward: lie has completed the 
study for a Master's degree in 
Spanish. 

Nate returned to prison in 
dune 1969— -this time to teach 
In his leisure Nate is writing 
a book which he ho|H‘S to com- 
plete in the near future. He 
places much emphasis on edu- 
cation for convicts and oppres- 
sed people Mr l troll. Nate’s 
supervisor' says he is very 
pleased to have Moreland in his 
department 

(hi h«-half of the population 
and KSlj Radio we lake this op- 
portunity to let Mr Moreland 
know that we all appreciate the 
outstanding job he is doing. 
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WEEKEND SPORTS 
CALENDAR 
SATURDAY 
Inmate Variety Show 

<N. Dining hall— 9:00 a m.) 

SUNDAY 

Intramural Football 
Double Header 
AJH. . . Vikings vs Rams 
P.M. . . Chargera vs Jets 

( Lower Yard — 9:30 a.m.) 


San Quentin News 


SPONSOR WANTED 
With the transferring of pre- 
sent sponsor Officer E. Lewis to 
Folsom, the varsity weightlift- 
ing team is 4n need of a new 
sponsor. Any free personnel in- 
terested, cbntact Coach T. L. 
Baker or the team captain in 
the Skyline gym. 


LOST 

Three small keys on a chain 
were lost last Saturday morn- 
ing in the bleacher area near 
the showers in the gym. Who- 
ever took them, or found 
them, please return to the 
gym office or to the San Quen- 
tin News office in the educa- 
tion building toT. D. Ventura 
. . A small reward is offered. 


another player he’ll have a hell 
of a shot. He has a tendency to 
be off balance whenever he tops 
a ball. 

Number nine is S.Q.’s own 
Flappers “The novice” Salas. 
Flaps’ favorite shot is his 
knuckle ball. He has lots of 
power and the only knuckle- 
kill shot around. Flaps is a 
colorful player and does keep 
the guys on the side-lines enter- 
tained whenever he plays. 
Flaps, get your foot back to- 
gether soon because your home- 
boy, Mel Ruiz, wants to take 
you off your position. 

Number ten is David "Don- 
key D” Moreno. Dave is our 
newest member of the team 
and another power player. He 
has a mean serve-tbat bums up 
those walls. "Donkey D" is a 
good sportsman and with some 
practice he can climb up the 
ladder quick. 

That's all the handball news 
for now, fellas. Before I sign 
off, I'd like to let you readers 
on the streets know that we re 
ready for you. If you belong to 
any handball team or sports 
club that has a team, call up 
Sergeant Plant in the gym and 
set up a meet with us. We'd like 
to play outside teams at least 
once a week if we can get 
enough outside interest. 


Number five is Manuel (old 
man) Rodriguez. Manuel is a 
stylish consistent player that 
has two good hands and is in 
top physical condition. His left- 
handed serve is just as mean as 
his right. Manuel will rally all 
day long, but his weakness is 
that he won't try to kill the ball. 
Work on your kill Manuel, 
you're a mean old man in every 
other department. 

Number six is Carlos “Big C” 
Reyes. Carlos has the meanest 
kill shot and English serve 
going right now. This guy can 
make his serve ifroot either way 
with English and you can’t 
ever tell which way it's going. 
Concentrate on taking the' balls 
off the back screen "Big C” 
t fiats all you need now. 

Number seven is Big Ray 
Gonzales. Ray has improved a 
lot these past few months. He 
has a good kill shot, but at- 
tempts to kill off balance too 
much. Ray is a cool> player who 
doesn’t ever blow his game by 
getting mad. 

Number eight is Sonny Doyle. 
Sonny is another player who 
has improved a lot these 
past few months. He is a power- 
ful young sportsman who has 
a lot of hustle and stamina. 
Whenever he learns to control 
that power and use it to jam 


By Tudy Merjil 

The following is a small 
sketch of each player on the 
varsity handball team, or bel- 
ter known as “The Varsity 
Hawgs.” 

David “Dog" Gomez is now 
the new number one hawg on 
the varsity. This guy is a good 
singles and doubles player and 
one of our best in sporlmanship 
“Dog" is practicing everyday 
now and I'll be gunning for you 
soon to get my spot back. 

Since I rate myself number 
two in the joint and I'll he writ- 
ing a few words on each player 
according to rating, here are a 
few lines about yours truly, 
“Captian" Tudy Merjil. I dig 
competition and the challenge 
that goes with this sport I've 
been playing four walls now 
for over a year and I plan to 
keep on pushing and get better 
at it. I'm going to join a hand- 
ball team when I'm released 
and learn as much as I can from 
a pro coach. 

Juan "Porto" Colon I would' 
rate number three at the pre- 
sent time Porto has a style that 
is very coordinated and well 
balanced. Don't give Porto any 
shot that he can get set on be- 
cause its all over: he'll roll’em 
off everytime. Porto is a damn 
good sportsman who I enjoy 
competing against. 

Number four is Mike Sch-- 
wartzman. Mike didn't make it 
pn this particular meet, but he 
says he is going to- hang up foot- 
ball and jump back in the cage. 
Big Mike, in mv opinion, could 
easily become a .pro with some 
consistent practice and some 
coaching whenever he leaves 
here He .is a mean southpaw 
that uses a lot of English on his 
shots and he has two good 
•hands 


HERE TIS DEPT . . . Carl Thivicrge, who left San Quentin last 
week enroutc to CMC-East. mentioned to me that his name never 
has appeared in this column. Well. Carl, here it is — better late than 
never: CARL THIVIERGE . . . And quite a few of the kitchen work- 
ers spend their leisure time playing handball in the kitchen yard 
and some of these guys are damn good at this sport. One such guy 
is Roy Burts, who seems to be very agile and who possesses equal 
skill and speed with both hands . . . And Gus Colgain received a 
letter from Ralph Nader the other day condemning his mail 
seems like some of it is so hot that it's overheating the electric let- 
ter opener . . And the annual Labor Day Track and Field Meet is 
upcoming in September, so all you track stars and broad-jumpers 
ino, it ain't what you're thinkin’) better get yourself in gear and 
start getting ready. 


LOCKER ROOMERS . . . That the Frisco Bay is down one full 
quart fwe’ll see what Standard Oil Company can do about that’) . 
And along the same line. Shell Oil Company has filed a suit against 
Marineland — they claim their sea water is polluting their oil 
Is it true that our friendly lab technician. Walt Clark, has written 
a letter to the warden asking when the north and west blocks can 
be allowed conjugal visits? . . . That the L. A. Free Press has had 
so many personal ads placed in it from San Quentin that they're 
thinkin' about renaming their rag to “The L.A. Pen Pal Digest" . . . 
There s a rumor about that Sonny Perkins’ favorite comic strip is 
"Broom Hilda" . . Is it true that Big John Watson was observed by 
a lady form the Warden's Tour last Saturday, upon which she ex- 
claimed: "... and what purpose does that building serve?" . . 
And KSQ’s Bob Fcnnclly got shot down by the Board for another 
year . . . goes to show you. Bob. that "the humor men find in adver- 
sity" can sometimes lay down at your very doorstep* . . Carl 

Alaimo, the deep monotone newscaster of Information-Line Inside 
has done another inmate some good . . During his tapes (Carl’s, 
that is) . Brother Rybar has found an answer to his insomnia prob- 
lem . Self-appointed sports announcer. Dick Knarr. was observer 
last week broadcasting the intramural football games on the lower 
yard . . and just think how much nicer it would sound if he had the 
use of a microphone! . . Kxgraduale of Ksquc, Windy Freeman and 
his wife Loretta are expecting the piller patter of little feet in the 
very near future . . . Windy says I get the "pick of the litter” . . . 

THINGS WE I) LIKE TO SEE DEPT The gym not run out of 

towels at shower linn* . . . The gym be open at shower time .In- 
cidentally. do we still have a night gym program? Gino Bcn- 
giovanni when he's not writing love letters to a spaghetti vendor 
in Palermo Phil Clark get a driver's license . Chuck Brubaker 
not gel sunburned in his usual place Robert Corniel change 
from proofreader to towel man in the prinlshop ilia, gotcha!) . . . 
Danny Solis not work so hard lo g«t the San Quentin News out on 
time . Bob Miles hack on the ole Iron Pile again . . . Steve Ani 
without a horseshoe in his hand . And Ronnie Moulton has been 
drivin* hard on the weights lately but not getlin' mufli bigger. 
Says Ronnie: "What I lack in physique— I make up In technique!" 

. . . Country singer* Mike Finnigan, Gene ilyslop, and Tex Taylor 
sing in harmony just onccf. . And Myra Breckinridge as a double 
agent 


Three Knockdowns Halt Ali Workout 


HOUSTON i UPI)— Former heavyweight champion 
Muhammad Ali was knocked down three times in two 
rounds Sunday by sparring partner Eddie Brooks of 
Milwaukee, Wis. , 

Brooks, who had knocked raatch with an <werhihd right. 

Ali down with a short right Th ' n - j" the , sec ° ml r ™ nd - 

.. • . , , u.- Brooks flattened Ali with a 

Monday, knocked him to short right and when the former 
his knees near the end of the ch ion , Brooks noor . 
first round of their sparring C(| a( ,J, n w ' itl , a , c(t hnok 

Ali’s trainers abruptly ended 
the workout while Ali insisted 
he wanted to finish the round. 

He had earlier boxed eight 
rounds total on the heavy hag 
anti speed hag and sparred two 
rounds with Alonzo Johnson in 
his training for the July 26 fight 
in the Astrodome against Jimmy 
Ellis. 

. Ellis did not work out Sun- 
day and was not at Ali’s train- 
ing session, but two of Ellis' 
handlers watching it said Ali 
was not knocked down all three 
limes. 


VARSITY SOFTBALL SEASON finishes on winning note, see final 
statistics and team picture next week • 


And goodnite. BCZZ. peace wherever 


\ 




Dedicated Vocational 
Chief to Leave Soon 

L.E. Ecke, who has devoted 22 years of his life to the 
training of men for various vocations in San Quentin is 
retiring on October 1. As supervisor of vocational in- 
struction, Mr, Ecke has seen a multitude of men come 
and go. Now it is his turn, 
and not unlike many of his 
former students, he feels 
the weight of impending 
freedom. "Of all my years 
here," he said, "I am having to 

make a supreme effort, now wh . • fh , 

that I'm short ' I used to get im- W nal 11 1S tnal lrl 

patient with some of the men harbors in the man 

When they began to slow down much hate and viol 

as their dates drew nearer, but , . 

now I understand. " probers in the worl 
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Upon leaving the Bastille. Mr. 
Ecke plans to engage himself in 
more "physical'’ work, to 
change his style and routine, 
and to become more actively in- 
volved in community activities. 
He said that retired people have 
proven to be valuable to him in 
the past, especially during the 
first few years of their retire- 
ment, because of their former 
contacts in the business world. 
He said that he feels that he 
would be very effective in this 

phase of community service. 

When asked what he meant 
by "more physical work," Mr. 
Ecke told of building a home in 
Brooktrails, near Willits. Calif., 
and he plans to complete its 
construction. 

Before coming to Esque in 
1949. Mr. Ecke had a long and 
varied background as a trades- 
man. from jobs as a carpenter 
in the motion picture industry, 
to aircraft work during World 
War II 

Born, raised and primarily 
educated in Wisconsin, he mi- 
grated to Cailfornia to attend 
the University of California at 
Los Angeles, and to obtian his 
teaching credentials in mech- 
anical Arts. 

He became interested in 
teaching while a tradesman in 
woodworking, and soon after 
leaving a position with Hughes 
Aircraft Corp. during the war. 
he began teaching woodwork- 
ing at a high school level. He 
later went into industrial train- 
ing for the California State De- 
partment of Education. 

After a sojourn into private 
business in San Francisco, he 
found that his main interest, 
were yet in industrial training, 
and upon learning of an avail- 
able position in San Quentin he 
came to claim it. Now 22 years 
later Mr Ecke is leaving the 
walls of San Quentin behind 
him. 

In answer to a question about 
his personal feelings of San 
Quentin he replied, "This place 
is the greatest challenge that 
could be posed to any man. staff 
member or inmate. It could be 
miserable or beneficial, depend- 
ing upon the individual and his 
attitude" He said that more 
people on the outside believed 
in the potential of San Quentin 
that didn’t, and included both 
people who volunteer their 
services to the inmates, and the 
ijien wtyfltfiave left and "made 
it." 

"I am glad I have had a 
chance to work here," he said 

He told of some of the prob- 
lems faced here by both inmate 
and staff members alike: "They 
are too impatient." he said, 
"everybody seems to want 
speedy* changes, even though it 


What it is that triggers the explosion of the latent animosity that 
harbors in the many channels of man’s mind, that perpetrates so 
much hate and violence, is still a mystery that the greatest mind 
probers in the world have yet to explain or uncover, despite much 
exploration. 

The question of why a man does what he does, and what causes his 
actions, only can be fully comprehended or answered by the actual 
perpetrator — which he seldom does. 

Saturday, August 21, 1971, will go down in the annals of San Quen- 
tin's phlegmatic history as its “darkest day.” Tlve aftermath that left 
six men dead, several wounded, and several fainilies with irreplace- 
able losses, will not allow San Quentin nor the men in it to 
happened. 

Even though these insane or pseudopolitical motivated acts were 
commmitted by a handful of the prison's population, many will have 
to wear the stigma left by the wasted lives of innocent victims that the 
scars of time heal very slowly. 

The San Quentin staff, and in behalf of many of the men here at the 
institution, wish to offer their condolences and deepest sympathy, not 
only to the victims, bid more especially to the families and loved ones 
of those involved in tire tragedy on that infamous day, who will have 
to bear the burden of loss, loneliness, and anguish because of it. It 
isn’t much, but at a time when nothing can be done to repair the 
damage already done — this is all we have to offer. 

“ Vengeance Is Mine. . 

It is said that in this world you walk hand in hand with life and death/ 
Never knowing who or what will claim your final breath/ For those 
who seek revenge and ha^bgr./lie hate of violent times/Do not think 
of those affected by their^a^j^ul crimes/For man is given just one 
lift that starts the datmBKKgut there are those who'll try to lake 
it from you while up^&he eartli/ Eventually we all must die — and 
stand before the Lord/ And he will hand out justice — be it punish- 
ment or reward! And for those that, died so short in life, forever more 
shall live/ And those who played the role of God, will beg Him to 
forgive. 

— T.D. Ventura. August-1971, San Quentin 


is obvious that all of the best 
things have come about through 
a slow, gradual process." 

He spoke of the problems in 
his department also, and said 
that too many aspects of what 
is expected of men serving time, 
tend to discourage them 
“Sometimes a guy is led to be- 
lieve favorable action toward a 
release date if he learns a 
trade,” he said, "but then some- 


Sheet Metal Shop Builds 
New Snoopy Doghouse? 


By John Severnson Watson 
"Good grief!” exclaimed Char- 
lie Brown, “Did you see the new 
dog Jjouse the sheet metal shop 


Friday. September 17. l‘J71 

Factory Fire 
Believed Arson 

A fire broke out in the mat- 
tress factory Friday, in what was 
thought to be a deliberate arson 
attempt by unidentified persons. 

According to Mr. Christopher- 
son, mattress factory supervisor, 
squares of stvrofoam stacked on 
a cart suddenly exploded into 
flames. The damage was re- 
ported slight 

Robert L. Higgs, factory clerk, 
collapsed from smoke inhala- 
tion as he tried to push the 
burning cart out of the build- 
ing At one point, he allegedly 
stopped breathing, but accord- 

>tl^?*°v) l tt* lnesses * was rev * vc( ^ 
^ihVougn the efforts of Mr, Jack 
Coughlin, sewage plant super- 
visor. and Mr E. R. Mickclson 
of the plumbing shop, who ap- 
plied the artificial respirator. 

Aside from the apparent ef- 
fect of the toxic fumes, Higgs 
reportedly also suffers from 
asthma. It was said that if it had 
not been for the administrations 
of the two men. and the splen- 
did driving of the ambulance 
driver Eddie Johnson. Higgs 
would have certainly died 

Lou Amoroso 
Leaves Esque 

After 10 years, Lou Amoroso, 
staff sociologist, lias icsigncd 
his position and announced that 
he is leaving Esque by Septem- 
ber 1. 

According to Mr. Amoroso, his 
plans for the future are yet un- 
certain. but he said that he 
hoped to maintain contact with 
Corrections through his next 
employment whether it is with 
another agency, private prac- 
tice. or research grant 

He gave no reason for his re- 
signation. nor made any com- 
ment concerning his stay at San 
Quentin, other than to say good- 
bye to the inmate friends and 
acquaintances with whom he 
has worked. 

He did say. however, that he 
would like to continue working 
with prisoners and is making 
some plans accordingly. 


thing else is required of him, rebuilding for Sp 


like group therapy or rome- 
thing, and he becomes discour- 
aged." He also said that there 
were problems in gaining the 
confidence of the students, be- 


/° py 

"What?" /answered Linus. 
"They’re maWg a metal palace 
for that mongret?'’ 

“Yeah. It’s three or four times 
bigger than the beat-up wooden 


cause of their mistrust of free one he’s got now." 

men Linus glared into space. "If 


"They’d say to me. ’They pay 
you to say those things’," he 


that beagle steals my blanket 
one more time, I’m going to call 


added, "or that I am paid to be the junk man to haul away that 
enthusiastic about a trade " Yet metal monstrosity." 
in spite of the problems the re- Lucy shouted. "There's just 
cord for graduate students are no justice in the world! Why 
high and rising. Yet. he said he should that pest Snoopy have 
still recognizes that the young a palace to live in ?" 


of today have different vaules 
than those of his youth Using 
his own two sons as examples 
he said. "They seem more inter* 

ifimtmunl on (wiKr Ihrrri 


"Yeah." replied Linus, "the 
next thing we know someone 
will be giving him a ,24-karat 
gold supper dish " 



BUILDERS OF THE BEAGLE PALACE-(I. to r.) apprentice Bobby 
Young, Mr. Ray Widdificld (shectmelal instructor). Journeyman 
DeAudry (Rocky) Roquemore 


t 



Page 2 


EDITORIAL PAGE— THE SAN QUENTIN NEWS 


Friday, September 17. 1971 


New Program 
For Minorities 

New regulations that will increase the employ- 
ment of ethnic minority groups in state appren- 
ticeship programs, have been adopted by the Cal- 
ifornia Apprenticeship Council. James E. Strat- 
ten. chief. Division of Apprenticeship Standards 
and secretary to the council announced today. 

The action ... the adoption of the California 
Plan in Apprenticeship . . . was taken by the CAC 
during their quarterly meeting in Long Beach. 
July 29-30. 

Apprenticeship program sponsors have six 
months in which to implement the plan in their 
selection and training procedures. 

Richard M. Lane, newly elected chairman of 
the CAC. called the new regulations "a far-reach- 
ing step towards attaining full utilization of the 
ethnic minority manpower potential in the ap- 
prenticeship programs of California.'* Full utiliza- 
tion is reached when the ratio of minorities in 
the apprenticeship program is equal to the ratio 
of minorities of the population in the program 
sponsor's labor market area. 

The increased utilization of the minorities will 
be accomplished via the positive, well defined and 
•strict affirmative action requirements written in- 
to the plan by the CAC. 

Sponsors of existing apprenticeship programs 
have six months in which to bring their opera- 
tions into compliance with the plan . . . including: 

• The establishment of an affirmative action plan 
that is not mere passive nondiscrimination, 
but one that "includes procedures, methods 
and program for positive recruitment, train- 
ing. and motivation of present and potential 
minority group apprentices." 

• The affirmative action plan "must also include 
adequate provision for outreach and positive 
recruitment that would reasonably be expected 
to increase minority participation in appren- 
ticeship." 

• When and where applicable, sponsors arc re- 
quired to participate in annual vocational 
workshops, cooperate with local school boards 
and vocational education system, participate 
in pretesting and/or training programs, in 
some instances grant age waivers for appren- 
tices. and such other action as to insure that 
the recruitment, selection, employment, and 
training of apprentices shall be without dis- 
crimination. 

When it is determined that the minority man- 
power potential for a particular apprenticeship 
program is not being fully utilized, the sponsor 
will submit to the Division of Apprenticeship 
Standards for approval, a "goals and timetable" 
program. This program will spell out in dates and 
numbers, the expectations of the sponsor with 
regard to attaining full utilization of minorities. 
With approval of the DAS. the sponsor has a 
maximum of four years to reach full utilization. 

Approved selection procedures are strict, but 
simple. Validated written tests are permitted 
for placement of names in a pool from which 
names are drawn by random selection, validated 
written spores may be used to determine rank 
of individual on eligibility list, and any approved 
selection procedure that produces full utiliza- 
tion without discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, national origin or sex. is permitted 
By adoption of the California Plan on July 30, 
the CAC has rushed to completion in 16 weeks a 
program intended to take six months. Most of 
the 16 weeks was needed to develop the legal 
language, allow necessary time for public notice 
of hearings, and arrange for necessary CAC com- 
mittee meetings 

The council fell obligated to rush this matter 
to completion in order to place the new plan in 
effect at the earliest possible date 

In related actions, the council adopted a num- 
ber of changes to Title 8. Chapter 2 of the Cal- 
ifornia Administrative Code pertaining to selec- 
tion. employment and training of apprentices. 

Chairman Lane appointed the council's stand- 
ing committees for the 1971 72 term Standards. 
Rules. Regulations A- Operating Procedures. 
George A Harter of San Francisco, chairman. 
Forums Fred A Schmitz of Palo Alto, chairman: 
Apprenticeship Opportunities for Minority 
Croups. John- Lo/.ano of Santa Ana. chairman: 
California Conference on Apprenticeship. Rich- 
ard M Lane of Ia>s Angeles, chairman. Appren- 
ticeship Safety. John L. Watts of San Francisco, 
.chairman: Correctional Institution Apprentice- 
ship Indenture. Bernard S Miles of San Fran- 
cisco. chairman; Legislation. George A Harter 
of San Francisco, chairman. Public Relations & 
Publicity. Jack Horner of Long Bead*. chairman. 


PENAL PRESS 


By John Severnson Watson 

Note to all readers: The Penal Press column is 
primarily for the editors and staffs of the many 
prison publications throughout the country and 
the rest of the world. 

This column, and columns like it in other penal 
papers, are virtually the only form of communica- 
tion we have with one another. This Js because 
most prisons forbid written correspondence be- 
tween inmates of different prisons, and between 
the members of various prison newspaper staffs. 

However, a penal press column can also be en- 
joyed by any inmate who has been incarcerated 
before and is curious about the changes in those 
places of confinement. 

It also gives a chance to every inmate in San 
Quentin to see how the various publications 
size up and how The News compares with other 
prison papers. 

STRAY SHOTS. Ft Leavenworth. Kan. (June) 
Poor front cover both in content and reproduc- 
tion. And everything after the front cover is 
also drab in content and reproduction Virtually 
every article is a reprint from other penal papers 
So what's the problem? No writers? Or writers 
with no ability? Your special page of photos pro- 
claims "The Chicks Are Back .’’ The reader must 
take your word for that statement because the 
photos of the girls arc so poor they might have 
been chicks a mother hen watches over 

WEEKLY PROGRESS. Marquette, Mich 
I June 11) Ha-ha. Ho-ho-ho. Ha-ha-ha. And a har- 
dee-har-har. (Don't be upset at my reaction, fellas. 
I laugh at all cancer jokes, too.) And you proclaim 
you’re a member of the Penal Press? Say it 
ain’t so. editor! 

THE SPECTATOR. Jackson. Mich — (July 2i 
The photo story of the SMP Mail Office was the 
best effort in this paper in quite some time Good 
reproduction and makeup’. Photos fair. 

THE NEW COURIER. Buckinghamshire. Eng 
land — (June) This is must reading for every penal 
editor in the country. It’s a superb 28-page mag- 
azine. Good reproduction, top quality writing, 
marvelous humor and art work par excellence 
Editor Raymond I B. is an obvious old pro at 
this business. This pa|>er makes up for the many 
horrendous efforts by other penal editors that 
«re constantly Hooding pur mail box. A note to 
Raymond: A high percentage of American |>en?l 
publications are not allowed to mail their pajiers 
outside of the U. S. A. This is why you are having 
little success with your exchange attempts. Don't 
get discouraged . . . you have a fine magazine and 
a lot of people on this side of the ocean appre- 
ciate your quality writing* 

THE NUGGET, Jamestown. Calif — (July 15» 
A classic example of a penal editor with a sense 
of humor . . . calling this paper The Nugget. Of 
course nugget has two meanings a piece of gold, 
and a lump. Since there’s no gold in Jamestown 
that makes it a lump. The biggest of many turn- 
offs in this issue was the full page of purloined 
cartoons from other prison papers with no cred- 
its given. 

PONTIAC FLAG NEWS. Pontiac. Ill - (May » 
A 20-page issue that receives a mixed review. 
Reproduction okay but layout average and photos 
very poor. Cartoons not funny There were many 
stories and photos devoted to equipment donated 
to your printshop and also the new personnel 
assigned to the paper However, this issue doesn't 
reflect these additions (Junei A good eight-page 
paper. Good photos throughout The photo story 
of the Jail Jaycees Banquet was a quality piece 
of reporting 
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Bastille Uythe Bay 

By Phillip C. Clark c 

There is very little use in speaking of the events that have 
occurred over the past few weeks. The facts speak for themselves 
with a thunder far beyond the scope of any pen. Our s is a city of 
fear, a city given over to the forces of hate and reaction Justice 
and reason? It's like shouting down an open sewer pipe, the only 
return being a fading echo and a fecal stench 
We of San Quentin live in limbo, neither convict nor man 
Within our forms reside the promise of the promise, a rose that 
may never bloom with tomorrow’s sun 

I wonder how many bodies lie in how many cells tonight, 
surrounded by breathing, yet unfeeling stone and sleep How 
many arms reach in restless seeking to enfold the promise of a 
dream, only to wake from a sleep that is not rest to find hands 
barren and empty, and arms that have closed nothing at all 
I wonder. 

Our earth is so beautiful, so warm, so full of the good things 
It is all we really have, for it is all that we really are It is ours, 
and we may grasp it in full freedom, for filled with the wonder 
of its awareness we become touched with its sweetness and the 
golden halo of its being. 

Yet if the earth is our mother, and we the spawn of her womb, 
it still must follow that we arc less than full members of the club 

am. and part not bv the warm 

fim-ors of the sun. but bv the qucstinR lingers ol moonlight shining 
through llm faltered silk of an unborn tomorrow, drowning nu n 
who open their eyes under water and see the sky only as far away 
mist refracted light, forever fighting to reach Ilia! distant halo 
of brightness. , . . 

The days arc not ours, for to us they bring no security No. it is 
only with darkness that we may retreat into our steel bound 
wombs, the fire of our beings the only weapon we nave uim 
which to keep the beasts at bay , . 

As the shadows descend, so the earth changes I he sky darkens 
to deep cobalt, while the last rays of the sun turn the clouds to 
a riot of scarlet tone and lint. ... , , 

The land becomes soft, unreal. Hollows fill with gloom while 
the works of man stand etched against the day. flicker, and rush 
to join the night. 

The first stars pierce Ihe heavens, cold pinpoints of ice lliat 
wink and dance and somehow seem to mirror the softer glow ot 

the city across the bay. 

To our left a great arch of steel reaches oul with eagei lingers 
to touch on an invisible shore, while around the bay I he lights 
come on one by one in reds and greens and whites to girdle the 
land with a multi stringed necklace of jewels 
The land becomes hushed. Ihe tiers cease to inurmcr. and your 
left along with whatever there is within you. Yesterday has flown 
tomorrow stretches ahead unknowing, unfeeling 

Dawn always comes loo soon to San Quentin. As we lie awake 
in the early hours watching the gray of the morning push the 
banners of darkness into the mists of yesterday, we wonder, "Will 
I live todav. and thus regain tile dream tonight?" Who can say" 

A S the light grows brighter it outlines in twisted silhouette Die 
rusted thorns of wire, each barb graced with a delicate jewel of 
dew in the heart of which the rising sun has come to play with 
fingers of splintered fire 

The tiers awake with the sun. and once more we must go forth 


to meet the vultures. 

Reflections in Blue 

Walking back to the north block yesterday I happened to 
glance up at the exterior gunwalk Perched on the top rail, 
feathers ruffled up like some gut-shot seagull, was Desmond 
"Ycllowtail” Pige. the pigeon con-boss. He seemed to be pretty 
down in the beak, so I paused and spoke to him. 

"What's happening. Yellowtail?" 1 asked. "You look about as 
gay as a dead halibut.” 

"Aw. it's nothing much. Con." he replied, giving his wings a 
shake, "just a little flock problem." 

"Oh." said I. surprised. "I thought things were going pretty 
good with flock. What’s wrong, the cons not dumping out your 
bread issue?" 

"Naw. man. "he answered, "they been real swell It's this 
busing! Pigeon Central sent word over last week that 1 got to start 
sending eight of my YA pullets over to the docks at Sausalito on 
exchange basis." 

"So what's the problem?” 

Well man, I don’t mind sending over YAs so much, it'll do 
their wings good, but it’s the other thing what's got me stumped.'' 

"Oh." I replied, "what's that'" 

"Man! Where the hell am I going to pul Ihe eight pelicans 
they’re semling in exchange ?" 


The turtles ill 1 li«* Portal Plaza fishponds have bad enough, it 
seems What with all the poaching going on. and the seagulls 
trying to rip them »»!T they are heading for the lower yard Officer 
Simpson on I lit* industries gate was stunned last week when one 
of them amhlei] through the gale anil dove int«* the pond He was 
so shook up that he forgot to hang the reptile with a "I IS" for 
not having a pass 


This whole place is going nuts' 1 hear they are setting up a 
marriage counseling center in the south block to handle Ihe 
problems resulting from nuptials that occured in (In* north blink 
the month Indore 


If all this isn't bail enough. Chuck Pack got busted last week in 
iiiaehiue shop making a /typer When asked what he intended 
doing with tin* thing. Chuck pulled up Ins shirt to reveal the huge 
scar on his belly It seems that he finally got tired of the doctors 
poking around his insides, so he figured to make it easier on them 
both Now when they leave a sponge or some tools in there. 
Chuck can just unzip. 
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SECOND LOOK - What looks like a Snoopy doghouse, is really a 
new ventilla'or lor the north block It was constructed by the men 
in the sheetmetal shop 


Snoopy 

r..| 1 1 ••in • 

Well, all those characters 
from Peanuts need not worry. 
The new dog house" is really 
a filler housing unit for the heat- 
ing system in the north block. 
It will lie installed on the roof 
of the six-story building, 
a height that would terrify 
Snoopy unless he was in his 
Sopwiih Camel looking for the 
Red Baron. 

Journeyman DeAudrv (Rocky* 
Roquentore and second-year ap- 
prentice Bobby Young did an 
excellent job in constructing the 
Snoopy doghouse look-a-like 

The project was under the 
supervision of Hay Widdificld. 
sheet metal shop instructor 

Now there's only one problem. 
Who is going to tell Snoopy the 
bad news that it isn’t his new 
dog house? 

L. E. Bud Moniz 
Stricken 

I. E. 'Bud" Moniz. instructor 
of office machine technology, 
collapsed from what appeared 
to be a mild heart attack on 
Friday while talking to Mr Hay- 
ball in the education depart- 
ment 

According to Mr L. E Ecke 
and Bob Jenncr. assistant lead- 
man in the office machine re- 
pair shop. Mr. Moniz is reported 
to be in "good" condition, and is 
presently in Brookside Hospital 
at San Pablo under observation 

Mr. Moniz is scheduled to 
return to work on September 3. 
unless further complications 
arise. 

Law Students 
Tour Prisons 

A group of young law stu- 
dents from the University of 
California at l<os Angeles toured 
San Quentin fast Friday as part 
of .i summer observational study 
being done by l'('l..-\ 

Arranged between the uni- 
versitv and the Department of 
Corrections, the study is being 
done as an experimental pro- 
tect to determine whether or 
not :i h-gal aid program could 
lie instituted m California' pris- 
ons 

Aeeordiuj to Mike Dillard, 
spokesman for the group, tin* 
si ud*. will email a 10 vvei*k per- 
iod in v\ tiieli prisons will le* ob 
served - first band followed by 10 
hours a week oi evaluation of 
whatever i-. h-arm-d 

Two voiin-.: and reportedly 
beautiful ladies, were also with 
I he group hoi they were only 
allow f*d to see the Portal Plaza 
l»._|ore h •me .returned between 
gates 


Oh the Monkey 
Chased its Tail... 

Along with the inmates of 
San Quentin, the flagpole in 
front of the east count gate 
came in for its share of troubles 
last week. 

Upon going out to raise the 
flags at 6 a. m.. Freddie Fowler 
of the north block found the 
ropu halyards lying on the 
ground. 

Freddie then reported this 
disturbing fact to the sergeant at 
the substation, who in turn in- 
formed the fire department. 

After some delay, up roared 
the fire truck, and up went the* 
ladder — only to find that the 
rope was no good and would 
have to be replaced 

By then it was 10 a m., and 
a search wat instituted to find 
a new rope, but there was no 
rope to be found. 

10:30 a m "No rope. boys. 
Take the ladder down. " 

As the fire department began 
to remove the ladder, they were 
stopped and'told to leave it up 
as it had been decided to paint 
the pole. "Beautiful! That pole 
sure needs something." 

II a m. Dejected looks, hung 
heads, and a few eyes raised to- 
wards heaven as though they 
had been cheated by Him. No 
paint! "Take her down, boys." 

At last report, all was quiet 
in front of the east count gate 
Men and truck had departed 
and only the pole remained, 
sans flags, sans ropes, sans paint, 
with only a lone bird perched 
upon its ton to wonder what 
all the confusion was about in 
the first place 

ECKE 

from immji- mil" 

(‘sled in a dime today than a 
dollar tomorrow, and the in- 
mates are no different. They 
quit good-paying jobs to go 
fishing for fun. yet I like the 
idea " 

"When you get older." he 
added, "you become more con- 
servative through experience 
The young are not inhibited by 
experience, and can afford to 
make mistakes, but they will 
accept their responsibility in 
lime." 

And so il is goodbye to Mr 
Ecke. the man who gave so 
much of himself, and his skills 
to others lie can look hack 
with pride at I he long lists of 
names of those who made it be- 
cause of lus training, and witli 
nostalgic regret, at those who 
failed An end to one proud 
career, and I he beginning of 
another 


MAC Bats High Average 
At Warden's Agenda 

The Men’s Advisory Council, ( MAC ) batted a high 
score at the Warden’sAgenda on August 9, as 12 out of 
29 requests were approved. Only five of the suggestions 
were flatly denied, and the remaining 12 were deferred 
for further study. Denied 
were requests that the 
east and south housing 
units remain open during 
foul weather on the weekends, 
that radios bo approved for the 
north bousing unit, that the 
MAC members he allowed to go 
to incentive movies, that all men 
serving life terms be given a 
"Lifer's” card, and that the out- 
side lower yard he opened for 
summer. 

Approved were: requests that 
two-page letters be allowed: 

(hat the inmate photographers 
and an assistant, who take Hu* 

Polaroid pictures, be given a 
pay number: that a new paging 
system he installed in the visit- 
ing room: that two rolls of toilet 
paper be issued each month per 
man: that 10 razor blades be dis- 
pensed every two months; that 
a portable stage he constructed 
for outside performers; and 
that a memo be sent to all con- 
cerned of what is approved by 
the Warden's Agenda. 

Also approved were new ad- 
ditions to the Christmas pakage 
of Playboy and Jet Calendars, 
sunglasses (except for mirror 
and wrap-around i. cheeses in 
sealed packages, short-sleeved 
sweatshirts at a limit of four, 
colored socks, amt cookies in 
sealed packages, including Mex- 
ican sweetbreads 


Crows Stage Fly-in 

By Curtis J. Martinez 
It has been reported that a 
small group of ebony visitors 
were seen perched upon the con- 
demned row light tower last ' 
Tuesday. 

Concerned about the possibil- 
ities of an added danger of the 
already hazardous air attacks, 
the S. Q. News thoroughly in- 
vestigated the matter and is 
happy to report that the "fish" 
birds are only temporary lay- 
overs at - 

The pidgeons were reported 
to be quite unhappy at the sight 
of prospective competitors, and 
intensified their usual hustle as 
though expecting a hunger per- 
iod. The crows, however, sens- 
ing the unfriendly atmosphere, 
avoided the other birds and kept 
in a group around the tower 
Two passing ornithology lay- 
men, catching sight of the new 
arrivals, immediately engaged 
themselves in an argument as to 
whether they were crows or ra 
ve ns. Taking the dispute to the 
library, the duo settled the ques- 
tion and later reported that 
they were both right According 
to the encyclopedia, ravens are 
pai l of I lie crow family 
The crows c ravens i finally do 
parted from Esque. 


Surgent Blows Town 

L pon completion of live* of years of servitude, l.ouis 
“Fuzzy " Surqcnl. one of Usque's ntosl well-known and 
talented musicians, left the confines of our city and took 
his first step into theworld of the free Monday. August 
16. In an interview prior 


to his release. Surgent 
commented that though 

be has seen all the bard times 
of San Quentin, he also will lake 
with him many fond and beauti- 
ful memories to the outside 
world. 

He said that he plans to con- 
tinue working in the entertain- 
ment field, and also plans to 
work toward a BA degree at 
San Francisco State College. 

"Fuzzy" entered San Quentin 
in HMM) with no formal edu- 
cation whatsoever at a high 
school level. In 1969. he gradu- 
ated from Bayview High School 
and entered the College of Ma- 
rin program Earlier this year 
he received his AA degree in 
business management 

But the most noted ability of 
Louis Surgent was bis skillful 
and talented performances with 
his tenor saxophone Whether 
on the lower yard during the 
weekend, or in formal appear- 
ances in various shows. Surgenl 
made the lower yard alive with 
the complex ami beautiful jazz 
renditions that seemed to mir- 
ror Hu* 1 rials of a convict soul. 

The yard will hear no more 
of "Fuzzy's" mellow foiled sax 
No longer will (lie crowds 
gather lo listen to the lingering 
notes Hut long after this anci- 
ent sepulcher is empty and for- 
gotten. its golden wail will echo 
again to a ghostly audience, 
audible only to (lie remaining 
flocks of seagulls and pigeons 
and to those wlm cannot forget 
what it was to he in San Quentin 
in 1971 


Art Donations 
Requested 

July 22. 1971 

The Fresno parole office is 
working with a citizen’s group 
including several ex-inmates to 
establish a local correctional 
center and half-way house* which 
will serve parolees, federal pro- 
bationers. and local probation- 
ers. The present plan calls for 
the establishment of a number 
of special services such as cm- 


PDI Features 
Bastille Writers 

The July issue of Penal Digest 
International features many ar- 
ticles by staff members of the 
San Quentin News. 

The monthly 72-page, tabloid 
newspaper, written and owned 
by an all ex-con group, is liber- 
ally sprinkled with stories by 
News editor Phil Clark, cartoon- 
ist Don Chenault. and writers 
Eugene Grady and John Scvern- 
son Watson. 

Chenault had three of his 
famous Sleets and Clump car- 
^ToOTrST-Teprinted. along with a 
reproduction of the popular 
drawing depicting the six dif- 
ferent types of cons that are 
seen on the Big Yard in Esque 
The PDI also reprinted 
Clark's humorous story on the 
big pigeon bust at the local 
bastille. 

Then came a reprint of guest 
!$ftKSiFill6*$y the Bay column by 
Grady entitled "A Logic of Its 
Own." Grady wrote this inter- 
esting story while a resident of 
B section. He is now on the 
mainline. 

Three full pages were de- 
voted to the comments of John 
Scvernson Watson. One page 
featured a reprint of "Rehabili- 
tation is " with a beautiful 
I >ack drop of good camera work. 
Another page featured "Prison 
Hypocrisy is . . " Still another 

I dll page showed the Penal 
Press comments of Watson 
PDI lias a worldwide circula- 
tion that includes free world 
libraries, newspapers, colleges 
and various foundations. 

II is also sent to virl ually 
every prison. In addition, the 
PDI has a tremendous circula- 
tion of individual subscribers 

ploymenl. counseling, transpor- 
tation aid. and psychiatric con- 
sultation in addition to room 
and board 

The local group expects to 
develop funding for the on-go- 
ing operation but needs money 
now In cover the organization 
work which is required includ- 
ing the location of a suitable 
site 

As a means of raising funds, 
the committee is staging an art 
sale August 211 in Fresno II is 
asking our various institutions 
to advise inmates of this pro- 
gram. requesting donations of 
inmate ail items which might 
be sold for the benefit of the 
planned half-way house. 

If any inmates at Ran Quentin 
are interested in donating paint- 
ings for this project, please con- 
tact Gunther Schmid. Arts and 
Crafts Instructor 


STEETS AND GLUMP 



look Roberts. I know you have a fear of firearms, but I’m afraid 
Ibis won't do ai all. 
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Many men have written caus- 
tic discourses on the socially 
maladjusted "incompetents’* 
whom they have characterized 
as “perennial jailbirds.” It is 
felt by these authoritative per- 
sons that such men lack initia- 
tive and the pride that comes 
with doing productive “freedom 
world” work, that this has been 
purged from men in prison be- 
cause of institutional environ- 
ments where he has been sub- 
jected to demoralizing influ- 
ences and been exposed to other 
forms of depravity too long. 

They also say that since this 
environment is devoid of that 
most powerful of all universal 
and biological urges — sex re- 
lations on a normal plane — it is 
felt that this factor predisposes 
them to recidivism. 

This is theoretically unsound 
and certainly fallacious now- 
adays since many men. with the 
advent cf conjugal visiting, for 
those having wives, have had 
this needed ingredient restored 
to their lives. With an ever in- 
creasing number of persons 
taking a more realistic, progres- 
sive and certiinly intelligent 
approach toward prisoners’ 
problems in general, many men 
with girl friends will soon be 
able to enjoy such companion- 
ship in the not too distant 
future. 

But this is still not a panacea 
for the most important prob- 
lem created by the abnormal 
atmosphere most men in prison 
find themselves in — too much 
leisure time and the channeling 
of excessive energies and drives 
in the right direction. 

"Rehabilitation" can be best 
described as simply prepar- 
ation. Preparation for that in- 
evitable day of release which 
all men in prison wait and yearn 
fnr "Rehabilitation" is best 
when it comes within us and is 
not something forced or thrust 
upon a man. 

Muhammad Ali was able to 
engage in the exciting bout with 
Joe Frazier for the champion- 
ship of the world and resume 
boxing because he was able to 
statistically point out by a pre- 
ponderance of evidence that 90 
exfelons in the New York city 
alone had licenses and were 
successfully staying out of 
trouble and making valuable 
contributions to society through 
the economic and cultural struc- 
’ ture of this productive sport. 

In participating in boxing the 
dull mpnotonus life of the pris- 
oner is broken up. and the in- 
evitable apathy that comes from 
doing time is virtually nonexis- 
tent. Since boxing can and does 
becomes a fever that premeates 
the very senses and is a mental 
nourishment when fully em- 
braced. the routine of condi- 
tioning. shadow boxing, calis- 
thenics and perfecting yourself 
naturally bring into being your 
natural and instinctive desire to 
be better than the best 

These thoughts manifest 
themselves as the boxer im- 
proves and realizes the prowess 
and prestige it gives him in this 
|H‘rsonal accomplishment when 
he is able to display it before 
admiring fans. As he reaches, 
the perfectly conditioned and 
‘ skilled fighter he envisions him 
self as a 'world's champion in 
* some division and - he very 
well mav be! 



Intramural Football Action 

Green Machine Rolls Over 
Winless Chargers, 22-0 


By T. D. Ventura 
On Saturday. August 21. the 
powerful Jets' Green Machine 
gassed up with Super Shell and 
literally drove over the winless 
blue Chargers on the gridiron 
highway by blanking them 22-0. 

Leading the offensive attack 
for the Jets was QB Percy Curtis 
who commandeered his team to 
a quick first-period lead. Curtis 
hit fllanker Sidney Birdsong in 
the end apne with a 35-yard TD 
strike R>r the first score and 
then he picked up the two-point 
conversion on an - end sweep. 
Just prior to the gita-ending 
the first period. Joe RattOafter 
a 50-yard scramble behind the 
line of scrimmage, hit Charles 
Pipkins close to the goal line 
with a pass in the flat. Pipkins, 
despite being all by hjmself. 
dropped the ball, however, a 
Jet penalty would have nulli- 
fied the play anyway. 

Buckv Hit Hard 
The Chargers never could 
get started, as the Jet linemen, 
mainly through the hard rushes 
put on by Joe Ratti, Brohan 
Grant, and Geronimo dropped 
Bucky Walker very hard on sev- 
eral plays. The Charger off- 
ensive linemen, especially the 
ends, and the blocking backs, 
just wern’t doing their job to 
give Bucky the protection he 
needed. The Charger pilot fi- 
nally had to switch to a “Shot- 
gun Spread" to gain a little bit 
of running and passing room. 

In the second period, the Jets 
made it 14-0 as the Curtis-to- 
Moore combination clicked 
again. Bobby caught a 20-yard 
TD pass just before the halftime 
horn blew Sidney Birdsong 
earlier intercepted a Bucky 
Walker pass on the 50-yard line 
and sprinted lo the Charger 
three-yard line, but a clipping 
penalty brought the ball back to 
the 42-yard line. 

'Pile third period was score- 
less as both teams dug in and 
refused to budge for tile other. 
Sidney Birdsong of I lie Jets, and 
Chop Wofford of the Chargers, 
either intercepted or hailed 
down several passes for their 
respective learns in a fine” bark 
field display of- defensive cover- 
age. 

Joe Haiti Scores 

Then, in the final period. New 


York Joe Haiti picked off a 
Bucky Walker aerial and carried 
it in from 10-yards out to score 
the Jets' final touchdown. Hawk 
Rogers picked up the two-point 
conversion on a- burst up the 
middle giving the Green Ma- 
chine a 22-0 victory. 

With only a few minutes re- 
maining on the clock, John 
Spann, the fine defensive end 
for the blue Chargers, inter- 
cepted a Curtis pass intended 
for Bobby Moore on the 25-yard 
line and carried it to the Jet 35. 
Floyd Jones then took it to the 
20 on a fine rush, but Bobby 
Moore ruined any chances of a 
Charger score by intercepting 
Jones’ pass on the next play just 
as the final gun sounded ending 
the game. 

Despite the fact that the 
Chargers lost by such a large 
margin, it must be noted that 
fine plays were turned in by 
Richard Terflinger, Chris Law- 
rence, William McDaniels, Rich- 
ard Thompson. Carl “Daffy” 
Swartz. Ron Brandon. Larry 
“Chop" Wofford. Robert Smith, 
James Coumpy, Lanny Tapp, 
David Hathaway, and Floyd 
Jones, besides those already 
mentioned. 

Big plays for the Jets, along 
- with those already mentioned, 
were executed by center Tom 
Culberson. Geronimo. Brohan 
Grant, and Truman Nichols (who 
made some fine pass receptions 
toP the Jets i 

The Green Machine had to 
play without he services of QB 
John Chatman, lineman Bob 
Linsley. and middle linebacker 
Breeze Robinson who were all 
on the injured list. The Charg- 
ers were minus the talents of 
Richard Peacock who injured 
his ankle in last weeks’ game. 

And behalf of the Green 
Machine and myself, we all wish 
Gary Robinson, who was injured 
in last weeks' contest and is re 
euperating in N'eumiller Hos- 
pital after a ruptured spleen, a 
speedy recovery. 
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-By T. D. VENTURA 


INTER-PRISON LEAGUE BEING PLANNED 

It’s been quite awhile since something constructive has been 
planned to give a boost to the alhletie program hcre at San 
Quentin — and possibly other joints in California, too. - What s 
being kicked around now is something that will indeed add 
sure fire incentive and motivation lo the athletes to participate 
more actively in the sports program, especially at tsque. The 
biggest motivation in any sports program is the competitive drive 
that keeps all who participate interested. What better incentive 
could there be than prison rivalry in sports competition for men 

Mr Charles Sumner, associate warden of Soledad, has been 
contact with Coach T.L. Baker. They are trying, for a start, to see 
if plans can be worked out to allow the boxing champions of 
Soledad to be bused to San Quentin to take on our champs. Coach 
Baker is working hard to have the first or these matches held 
here. And if this works out.- maybe it will be football next, and 
basebalUhitskelball. etc. A Jgagucconjpriscd of just prison teams 
fte^Oys to drive harder to have 

their joint rip off the joint title. 

★ * * 

SHORTS *N’ SPORTS Manuel Ramos, brother of Mondo 
Ramos, is going to start getting himself in shape; trainer Freddy 
Montoya, has him on the iron pile to get his strength back Manuel 
has been locked down quite a while, coming to San Quentin from 
Soledad. His brother, Mondo, has title fight coining up in Sep- 
tember for the lightweight championship of the world. He has 
told Manuel that lie will bring back some boxing films and would 
like lo have them shown during the mainline movies as short sub- 
jects. He has done this at Soledad. Good luck. Mondo. on your 
championship light in Spain And Bahilah McCarthy has openly 
challenged Sugar Conley in the ring on the next fight card Bahilah 
says that he will pul his newly won middleweight crown on the 
line, and he also staled In* would like to go 10 rounds or less. Sugar 
Conley, after hearing the challenge, commented: "I'll do my 
talking in the ring." . . . Volleyball seems to be the current sports 
rage at present, especially in the west block yard. The net goes 
up in mid-afternoon and stays up 'til the yard closes at 10 P.M. 
. . . Badminton and horseshoes run a close second and third in the 
west honor block, but we will just have lo wail and see just how 
long volleyball will be the craze; it seems everythin? a new. or a 
renewed aclivty pops up it lasts for about two weeks and then it 
dies out. Coach Baker is trying lo get a summer volleyball intra- 
mural league set up but he needs more guys to sign up And for 
some reason this season, none of the intramural football teams 
want lo score much . either all four teams have a great defensive 
unit, or they all have "Micky Mouse” offenses? . J.A. Hicks, a cor- 
rectional officer who is stationed at the gym. has volunteered to 
sponsor the varsity weightlifting team, replacing officer E. Lewis 
who was sponsoring the team before he was transferred to Folsom 
about, four weeks ago. Officer Hicks should be able to keep the 
ironmen driving to stay in shape for their big outside power meet 
with the Hayward Athletic Club to be held on Saturday. August 
28. in the skyline gym . . . And through a Herb Caen column, it 
was learned that a group of Hollywood celebrities might be coming 
in to San Quentin in the near future to take on our varsity tennis 
team ... It might be interesting to have some professional actors 
come in to play — our racqtteteers have been acting for years — act- 
ing like they can play tennis, that is. 

★ * ★* 

FAT PHANTOM FOLLIES DEPT... There's a rumor on the yard 
that John Scvernson Watson received a letter from the publisher 
of "My Shadow Ran Fast"; they want John to write a sequel to 
Bill Sands’ famous novel. Chubby John is burning the midnight 
oil writing the manuscript. He‘s calling it My Shadow Ran Ft 
(Phil Clark suggested he call it "Moby Dick Revisited"! 
Then there's the two gin rummy players in the west block, each 
one thinking he's the best player in California. So they sat down 
to play after weeks of verbal sparring, and guess what happened? 
Roger Lockridge beat Doc Huffman 24 out of 28 games After 
this lopsided defeat, Duck went back to painting landscapes, canta- 
loupes, and grapes. And Roger runs up to Huffman's cell every 
night after supper and Rollers at the lop of his voice. "Wanna play 
some more gin. -rummy?" 

★ ★ ★ 

CREDIT DEPT. . . . And Joe Stocker and his print shop crow de- 
serve a pat on the back for the many times they have utilized their 
time and efforts to save "a sinking ship" — the S.Q. News. We 
here at the News office really appreciate the work you guys put 
out. especially when you overlook the fact that some of us misuse 
the deadlines set for copy And Bobby Blanton. KSQ-sports- 
casler, has not only been doing a great job covering all the sports 
activities on the radio, but lias also been a big bdp to me. bringing 
in all those "hot scoops" . . And Wildcat Murray, bead football 

official, is doing a great job despite the constant arguing and light- 
ing among tin* players . Wildcat and lus crew try to hold d to a 
minimum. 

* * * 

IN CLOSING DEI’T. . . . Overheard by a passing seagull circling 
two cons: "Mail, ain't it somethin' else* liiat a man can now travel to 
the moon'.’ We've certainly taken a great leap forward!" Upon 
which the second con answered. “Oh, 1 don't know . . we've made 
such a horrible nutts of things licit? on earth, that every time man 
goes to the moon lie should bo charged with "leaving the scene 
of the accident!" 

And goodnite. Buzz, peace wherever . . 



Vocational Auto Shop 
Trains for Tomorrow 


The vocational auto/bodv and fender repair shop at 
San Quentin State Prison is not unique as to be the only 
one of its kind in the Department of Corrections, but 
it is a prime example of the many rehabilitative pro- 
firams made available to felons wlio desire to improve 
themselves. 


All of the students who partic- 
ipate in the program do so strict 
ly on a voluntary basis With the 
program sanctioned bwthe'Cali- 
fornia Apprenticeship Commit- 
tee the inmates have the 
opportunity to progress to the 
journeyman level after 8.000 
hours of training 
The students are taught theo- 
ry. and can gain practical experi- 
ence b> repairing state owned 
vehicles under the direction of 
Hafael 0 Ochoa, vocational in- 
slruclor A student may advance 
himself as far as he desires to 
co. as the knowledge he is given 
involves all phases of the trade 
from frame aligning, to metal 
straightening, and to painting 
the vehicles. 


titude begins to change and he 
once again feels pride in him- 
self 

The vocational program is a 
valuable tool in the rehabilita- 
tive process if the individual be- 
ing trained has the desire to 
better himself, and it is through 
programs such as this, and the 
efforts of vocational instructors 
like Mr. Ochoa, that the hope- 
lessness of the felon and recidi- 
vism is diminished. 

It is through vocational pro- 
grams such as that of the auto/ 
body shop of San Quentin that 
Hie outside trade should base 
much of its future upon. The 
skills learned in the institution 
shop today, may well be put to 
use in the outside shops tomor- 
row. 



GET-AWAY CAR GOT 1 or OCHOA RIDES AGAIN! 


The many students who have 
participated in the program 
upon their release are able to 
be employed at whatever level 
of training they have attained. 

Students are not required to 
finish the trade prior to parole, 
but the majority of these indi- 
viduals obtain a sufficient level 
of aptitude that will be benefi- 
cial to them and the employer 

Up-to-dateequipment is uti- 
lized by the trainees, and mod- 
ern procedures, as well as some 
procedures of the past are 
taught so the trainees are well 
versed in the repair of vehicles 
of all types. 

The instruction follows the 
line of making the trainees ac- 
ceptable and employable upon 
their release on parole, and 
from this point it is left to the 
individual. 

He has a skill and a working 
knowledge of the trade, but re- 
quires the opportunity to prove 
himself in free enterprise by 
competing with other employ- 
ees 

Students are evaluated on the 
quality of their work, attitude, 
and initiative All of these at- 
tributes are considered in the 
evaluation as to the level of 
training and skill of the trainee 
Quality is stressed more than 
any one factor, and the quality 
of the work is left to the individ- 
ual's own ability and initiative. 

The many aspects of the trade 
are directed towards the ulti- 
mate goal of providing the train- 
ee with sufficient ability to be- 
come a useful productive citizen 
in the community. 

As the trainee advances him- 
self. and his confidence in' his 
ability becomes apparent, his at- 


indeterminate 
Sentence Law 

The indeterminate sentence 
was adopted in .1917 in the state 
of California, and was designed 
to establish a man s sentence 
based on his progress of re- 
habilitation. For example: a 
man sentenced to five-years-to 
life who showed that he had re- 
habilitated himself could be re- 
leased in three years. 

The Adult Authority, who 
determines the time a man is 
to serve, is based on the man s 
record of adjustment. The 
other purpose the indetermi- 
nate sentence was inaugurated, 
was to avoid a man being sen- 
tenced by a judge for the crime 
of first-degree robbery for 25 
years and possibly another man 
would be sentenced to a term 
of, three years, depending on 
the sentencing judge in a 
particular area. 

Law Prescribes 

Now. when a man is found 
guilty of first degree armed rob- 
bery and given a five-to-life 
term, or "law prescribes.” it is 
the same for all men convicted. 
In this way, the degree of 
punishment is left in abeyance, 
and the Adult Authority can 
hold a man for three years or 
for life, depending on the in- 
dividual case. 
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MAC Skins 
The Dragon 

The October Wardens Agenda, 
held Oct 4. produced positive 
results from the items dis- 
cussed betweetrthe Warden, his*- 
staff, and members of the MAC. 

The following items were ap- 
proved by the Warden, but will 
not become official until the 
concerned departments are 
notified by memo. 

A form will be prepared to in- 
form an inmate when anyone 
on his approved visiting list is 
turned away and not allowed to 
visit. 

As soon as estimates on equip- 
ment and costs is obtained, the 
radio room will be getting some 
new equipment. 

It was asked that the windows 
broken out of the east and south 
blocks be replaced by unbreak- 
able glass. This was felt by staff 
to not be feasible, but they 
assured the MAC that the win- 
dows would be replaced with 
regular glass before the winter. 
Of course it would help if the 
people over there would stop 
breaking the things out. 

The question of the incentive 
movies w as brought up. but was 
deferred until the MAC held a 
meeting with the lieutenants 
which is expected to occur soon 

Another item that was de- 
ferred until the meeting with 
the lieutenants, was the ques- 
tion of the upper yard being 



NO LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEl-thought Educ. Dept 
stuffing seals 


Education Dept. ‘Stuffed’ by Xmas Seals 

Over 70,000 Christmas seals were stuffed by edu- 
cation department workers on Sept. 30-Oct. 1. These 
seals, accepted by Clyde Ross, supervising clerk, were 
sent in by the Marin Tuberculosis and Respiratory Dis- 
ease Association, this being the eighth year this has been 
done at San Quentin. 

Involved with the stuffing were clerks, janitors, 
library workers, inmate activity building workers, and 
the San Quentin News staff. 

In each envelope went three sheets of stamps, one 
letter, one card, and one return envelope. It took those 
men working on the project just a day and a half to com- 
plete this charitable task. 

Supervising Clerk Clyde L. Ross stated that he, 
along with the TB Association, wanted to express their 
thanks and appreciation to everyone who participated 
in this worthwhile endeavor. 


opened on 'weekends, and let- 
ting the blocks go to the yard as 
was usual in the past. 


Klienmaier Zing Sparks Clean-up 


Approval was given for the 
purchase of another Polaroid 
camera from the profits ac- 
quired from the picture taking 
program Approved also was 
the request that 50 inmates 
without funds be given a free 
picture. This approval was for 
50 pictures every six months. 

It was approved to let inmates 
use the blue bond paper sold in 
the canteen for typewritten let- 
ters This should help those who 
have had trouble in the past 
getting enough 116-A paper 

Staff also approved the 
placing of four ping pong tables 
in the gym area for the use on 
weekends. 

The men in the cast and south 
blocks who have had difficulty 
for years with cell thieves are 
going to get a break at last. It 
was approved that the institu- 
tion bear the expense of having 
hasps put on all cell doors. 
Locks will be sold on the can- 
teen to all the men who wish to 
purchase them 

An approval, in part was given 
to notify an inmate anytime a 
letter, book-. -package or any 
other item is not delivered to 
the inmate Also that anytime a 
major item is removed from his 
letter, books, or package, he re- 
ceive written notification. 
Minor items, like cartoons, will 
not be covered under this 
policy. 

You will be allowed to hang 
pictures in your cells as soon as 
a standard procedure is worked 
out. 

• Continued on pace three i 


An article about Doctor Klien- 
maier's thoughts on therapy was 
published in the San Quentin News. 
Friday. September 24 in which sev- 
eral errors appeared 

First; I would like to apologize 
for misspelling the doctor's name. 
In my effort to assist the News 
with the story on Doctor Klien- 
maier. and to also meet the dead- 
line for that particular issue, the 
article was written in some haste. 

Doctor Klienmaier feels that 
some of the statements contained 
in the article were misleading, and 
in some cases contradictory. He 
has asked the News to publish this 
corrected version. 

When interviewed. Dr Klien- 
maier was the acting chief psy- 
chiatrist in the absence of Dr. 
Schmidt. Klienmaier pointed 
out that the program consisted 
of therapy and evaluation. 
Evaluation has the ultimate 
goal of obtaining a "psych” 
clearance when the man ap- 
pears for his board hearing. 
This report appraises the repre- 
sentatives. or members of the 
Adult Authority so they may 
consider possible parole. 

The report state the condi- 
tion and progress of the man 
appearing before the board. A 
"psych" clearance though not 
tantamount to beir.g released or 
paroled, enhances the chance 
for release. 

Dr. Klienmaier believes ther- 
apy in prison should be prac- 
ticed in the same manner, and 
for the same goals, as on the 
outside, and if an inmate ori- 
ents himself to it w ith a proper 
'attitude he can change aTid~imF 
prove himself, and better real- 
ize therapy is not for the sick 
or a punishment, but can give 


insight into one's growth poten- 
tial. 

Those who avail themselves 
of therapy on the outside pay 
as much as $50 an hour for treat- 
ment. and are willing to do this 
to try to improve and under- 
stand themselves. If a person 
does not go into therapy with 
an open mind and participate, 
he only cheats himself, whether 
it’s gratis or paid for, or even 
demanded by the board. 

The discussion then persued 
the subject of negative feelings, 
and feelings of self-worth. The 
doctor said there is a tendency 
for everyone to want to hide 
shortcomings. People are reluc- 

■ Continued on page three! 

AA in Need 
Of Secretary 

Mr. R. Fowler, inside sponsor 
of the AA group, informed the 
News this week that the posi- 
tion of Secretary of AA is now 
open. 

Any man who wishes to be 
considered for the position 
should write to Mr. Fowler in 
the counseling center, or phone 
him at461. 

The man applying should be 
an alcoholic, have some clerical 
experie nce, and b e able to type. 

Although not a pay number, 
the >©sition is a full-time 
assignment. 
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A Still Small Voice 

By Dr. G. W. Kleinmaicr 
Open letter to the inmates and staff of San Quen- 
tin: 

A short while ago. seven spins of the earth— a 
week as men measure time— I spoke of the inner 
voice, and of the hatreds and prejudice of men 
And 1 asked that I be heard as a man — not as a 
man of medicine and psychiatry, not as a man of 
the faith of Israel — nor of any other subdivision 
of mankind— but simply as a man 

Shall we then begin with the definition of a 
man"' But then we will find that we already have 
a problem— for there are almost as many defini- 
tions of a. man as there are men And that brings 
us to the first point I would like to make The 
image you keep of what a "man”' is. will govern 
your entire life It will shape — or it will limit — 
your future possibilities. It will govern what you 
think of others — and everything about yourself. 
Unless you take fully conscious charge of your 
definition of a man. your semi-conscious defini- 
tion of a man will take charge of your life . . . Ex- 
pand the limits of what you allow to be included 
in your definition, and you can expand your life. 

If we now look at the concept of the very word 
definition.” we find a key to a strange quirk of 
humanity — that we tend to work by a process of 
elimination, especially in our younger years of 
life Many people never outgrow it. Thus we are 
not so sure of w hat we want as we are of what we 
don't want We are not so sure if what things are 
as what they aren’t, or of what we approve as of 
what we disapprove So. a definition defines for 
us. not so much what things are. as what they are 
not. And in our image of ourselves as men. we are 
often more interested in proving what we are not. 
than in enlarging what we aresTo grow. we. by 
definition must begin to do more of the latter and 
less of the former 

Look at the widely different characteristics (a 
very small sample' that different men the world 
over might hold up to themselves as the most im- 
portant characteristic of a man: 

1. Strong 11. A good provider 

2. Dominating 12 Loyal 

3. Courageous 13. Aggressive 

4 Smart 14. Wise 

5. Clever 15. Trustworthy 

6. A good organizer 16 Humble 

7. A responsible person 17. Creative 

8. Cool 18 A good worker 

9. Can ' take it” 19. Good— matured 

10. Can dish it out 20. Dignified 

When you add hundreds of other secondary 
characteristics, out of many thousands of possibil- 
ities. look how many different possibilities a man 
can have for the image of an ideal man! Even 
though you cannot accept all of these, are you 
sure you have not limited your own potential 
(and your beautiful common ground with others) 
too soon 0 

We live this life only once. The man w ho is un- 
willing to have humility, and unable to realize 
that all around him the world is constantly grow- 
ing and changing, and that he too must constantly 
learn and grow , that man is not much of a man. 
and certainly should not be in a position of re- 
sponsibility. A curious thing is to be noted, how- 
ever: One of the most successful ways to a larger 
self, is to be able honestly to find a new respect 
for the man you are encountering at the moment. 
And this applies, no matter who the other man is. 
and no matter what your role relationship with 
him is — no matter if you are the inmate or the 
officer, the doctor or the patient, the clerk or the 
warden I don't say it's easy. He may not be giving 
you much to go on. But since it's got to start some- 
where. maybe it can be with you 

To avoid, misunderstanding, this is not a mealy- 
mouthed. back-slapping approach I refer to. It is 
necessary at all times to retain your dignity, in- 
tegrity and honesty. If you can't do it honestly, 
everything after is false. Although one can't al- 
low oneself to be taken for a sucker, yet with a 
little extra caring you can often find that the gap 
between your first perception of a man and the 
man he really is. is larger than you imagined. 

A word about manipulation. A man does not 
have to always be uptight about being manipu- 
lated. Sometimes it is serious — perhaps a security 
matter. But there are many other times when 
man can increase his self-respect and the respect 
with which he is held by others (providing of 
course he uses good judgment' ii he neither over- 
uses the authority vested in him. nor has the neu- 
rotic need to make some knowing or sarcastic re- 
mark w hen he has been flexible rather than letter- 
tight about the rules. It increases one's own dig- 
nity to allow the other man his dignity. Often it is 
a question of honest caring and honest humility— 


PENAL PRESS 

Bv John Severnson Watson • 

WEEKLY SCENE. Somers. Conn— (Aug. 14) 
This issue is a good example of why penal re- 
form should start at the offices of some prison 
newspapers. 

INSIDER. Dedham. Mass. — (July) Good repro- 
duction. The rest is one huge minus sign 

WEEKLY PROGRESS. Marquette. Mich — 
(Aug. 13 and 20) Still waiting for some signs of 
progress. 

VACAVALLEY STAR. Vacaville. Calif —(Au- 
gust) This is the equivalent of one bag of unsalted 
popcorn . tasteless. Like, even Jell-n,.has some 
flavor but this is ridiculous 

EXODUS. Quebec, Canada — (June) A Frencli- 
Canadian publication. It’s all Greek to me even 
though it's all written in French 

CMC COMMUNICATOR. San Luis Obispo- 
Cailf — (August 20) Another good effort by editor 
Peter Melendez and his staff ‘A Pre-Board In- 
terview” by Matt Madison was funny and well 
written. The editorial was excellent Letters to 
the Editor was the only negative article in this 
issue (ha ha). Good lavout and photos throughout. 

SOLEDAD STARLESS NEWS. Soledad. Calif 
—After some repeated critical comments on this 
lackluster paper, their staff has possibly reacted 
by not sending us any more copies of their 
peculiar periodical H-m-m-m. 

REFLECTOR. Pendleton. Ind. — (August) An 
above average issue. Tw o full pages. The Happen- 
ings and the Poetry Corner, were entertaining. 
Editor Bob Stoner still can't bring himself to 
edit excessively long paragraphs in most stories 
to shorter, easier to read paragraphs. So be it. 
You’ll continue to turn your readers off. 

STRAY SHOTS. Fort Leavenworth. Kan — 
(August) Army barracks for disciplinary prob- 
lems has an undisciplined news staff with many 
problems. This issue can be summed up by men- 
tioning the name of one of vour columns: “OFF 
THE WALL.” 

WAUPUN WORLD. Waupun. Wis.— (Aug. 20) 
Good reproduction, good photos, good layout. 
Average written content. 

PILLAR. St. Cloud. Minn — (May 13. May 27. 
June 10) These three papers are a disaster. How- 
ever. a new editor, A1 Revier. is trying to re- 
vitalize the patient. Good luck. Al. It might take 
a miracle worker. 

MENARD TIME. Menard. 111.— (September) 
Improved front page. Photos, repro and layout 
very good. Letters to the editor was a farce. Ex- 
cellent sports coverage over a two page layout. 

IMOLA NEWS. Napa State Hospital. Imola. 
Calif. — (August) Good issue 'here. A compact 
monthly that has quality humor and good repro. 
Your center fold picture is frightening. 

BEACON. Alto. Ga. — (Junei The Beacon is 
malfunctioning and all the readers are at sea 
after wading through eight depressing pages. 

HILL TOP NEWS, Ionia. Mich — i Aug. 31' A 
good 32-page tab size monthly paper that is 
almost destroyed by the inept photos or photo 
repro. 

WEEKLY PROGRESS. Marquette. Mich — 
'Augst 27) A front page headline announces to 
the readers that this in a revised edition. Not 

enough, unfortunately. 

not only the subject but its background. If the 
‘ subject'' is the moon, for instance, it appears 
greatly different at high noon than at midnight 
only because of Us background. And what would 
a lake be without its shores— where it meets the 
■background” of the land? So too. with men. a 
man will know better who he is. and have a better 
idea why he is here and where he is headed, if his 
definition of himself includes an awareness of a 
relationship between himself and his Creator, 
and thus with all creation. 
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Bastille by the Bay 

By Phillip C. Clark 

The mvstics would ftave man believe he is put upon the earth 
only to suffer, to sacrifice, to give all that he has; that his final r ?- 
ward will be gained only through furtheY mysticism, and the ul i- 
mate reality of his life exists only beyond the grave. 

If this be so. and there is a true God. why then did He make U is 
earth upon which wc dwell so wonderfully sweet 9 Why did He gi e 
man the mind and ego that permits him to perceive all the worn! ?r 
and glory of the land and seas 9 Was it only in order to tempt hi n. 
to draw him away from the thorny path of righteousness? W ly 
then our life, our love, the touch of our fiesh? Is this too a lie. some- 
thing we must give up in order to gain that mystical dream of 

heaven? , ...... L 

No’ Man walks upon his earth chained only by the bonds be 
places upon himself The seers would have man believe he is con- 
structed in the image of his maker and. whether king or slave, pis 


But man is not a product of man. but the reflection of billions of 
years of evolutionary cycle; his roots lost deep within the creatfon 
of sea and land. 

Man is all things, for within his being reside all elements of 
countless beings before him; a mammal of the highest order gifted 
with mind, heart, and that most intangible of all intangibles, a 


spun. j 

The chains man places upon himself are not those he might 
choose, but those dictated by other, lesser men. that he must wear. 
Man is chained by his superstition of the things he doesn't under- 
stand; thus constructing monuments to them whereby, in some 
odd way. Jje may explain their presence. 

Man is chanted by his flesh, and must cover it. not for protection 
against the elements, but from the eyes of other men w f ho might be 
offended by it. He is chained by the color of the pigment of his skin, 
made to feel superior by it. and will go to war to prove it. 

He is chained by his eyes, his mouth, hi’s ears, his sex; cast out 
from all the wonders of the earth because he won't see. or hear, or 
speak; wishing only to rape the very thing that has permitted him 
to exist in th* first place. 

Yet it will go on. The mystics will, continue to say it. and man 
will contiue to believe it, until one day he will become tired of 
drinking from a fountain of blood, step back, and begin to believe 
in the only things he really has to hold to— his earth and himself! 


Reflections in Blue: 

I took a walk down to landsape gardening the other day to visit 
my tree It’s a silver mountain gum. or better known to the cons 
as a “silver dollar tree.” By now, what with Melvin and all, you 
probably think I’m nuts anyway, but that is one hell of a tree! 

There are no doubt plenty of silver mountain gums knocking 
about the Bay Area, but the one on the lower yard is the only one 
we have, so it means a lot. 

Anyhow, on my visit to the tree. I think I hit it at the best time 
of the year. We have had a few cool nights, and maybe the tree 
liked it. because all its leaves have taken on a flush of rose. The 
leaves themselves grow from each limb in concentric patterns, and 
their light green is covered by a kind of frosty down. 

For a tree, that one sure has a personality! Everytime I sneak 
down to see the thing it has taken on a new form and color that 
seems to enhance the bright gayety of the pansy beds and delicate 
fans of fern that grow around the ponds. 

It’s rather quiet down there, and sometimes you can almost feel 
the sea. The gum is ”mv tree” to many men here. Don't blame 
them for the dream, as for many it's all they have left. 


Well. Leslie the seasick seagull has finally done it! I don’t know 
how many times I've told that stupid bird to stay away from the 
goldfish in the Ptfrtal Plaza fishpond, but the greedy bum just 
would’t listen. 

Even- morning since he returned from the nesting grounds out 
on the islands with most of his feathers missing. Leslie has been 
eyeing those fish. Around and around he would go. every bent 
pinfeather screaming his greed for those nice plump fish. Yester- 
day he threw caution to the winds and made his play. 

I just came from between gates with some stuff for the News, 
and was just in time to see Leslie break off orbit, fold his wings 
and powerdive into one of the schools. 

Now that fishpond is only six inches deep, and what with the 
speed he'd built up. Leslie hit the bottom like a rock. Water, fish 
and feathers flew all over the place Leslie, stunned, flopped about, 
first on one wing, and then on the other, but before I could reach 
him he lumbered into the air; a knot on his head you could use 
for a horseshoe peg. and about three inches of goldfish tail hang- 
ing out of the side of his beak. 

That night as I went back to the west block, there was Leslie 
sitting in his usua place on top of the light standard. But even 
the knot poking up through his head feathers, or the one feather 
left on his tail couldn’t detract from the smug expression on his 
face He had proven to the world that fish could be had. and what 
with everything else. I didn't have the heart to get on his case. Fool 
or not. he had a fish in his belly, while our menu that night called 
for beans again. 


Talk about a rock and a hard place! I now have the Fat Phantom 
and Dr Klienmaier vying for column space on page two. If I don’t 
give each his share I'll have 500 pounds of blubber sitting on my 
chest while the good doctor crams five years of therapy down my 
throat. 

TD.and Bob 9 They just sit back and laugh. This job is just like 
the Army. Added rank only makes it possible for more people to 
scream at you. 

One thing .though; *Tve learned how to spell "Klienmaier” 
and Valentine.” 
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Project SPAM will start 
At CIM in September 

f undpd P r »S«"’ "ill !->■ entillcd. "Project SPAN" 
Special Propram for Alcoholism and Narcoticsi and will train 

periods*" * 13 "’ Cn a " d 5 durinp cach " r its ‘raining 

The ocerall program has as its primary goal the provision of 
T™ ly <lM, S n< ‘ d ‘raining for correctional inmates, involved with 
alcoholism and narcotics addiction, who upon release, will under- 
ahe new careers in community service This manpower resource 
e < "£?“ -octal and individual proin 

he n .special experiences and new skills to span 
1,0100 P ,? 1, ” dov,anl . and conforming behavior patterns Bv 

acting as change agents in the community, the trainees of this 
program will help bring into workable relationship the often 
despcra.e perspectives of ethnic groups, social agencies and com- 

Planned nmdifie r" d eco , no "' u ' '"*''"«ions 111 this wav suitable 
cchich r oco f \ ' 01 ’ can lH> dcvp loped in sen iccs-deliverv systems 
mente i n 10 *P*« a ‘iz«l requirements of disadvantaged ele- 

corrIeiioni| a | S l ' ul,ure F[ oups - llu> a ?cd. the poor, and the former 
correctional inmate, with special emphasis for the victim of alco- 
holism or narcotic use 

m ^. SPAX ' vil1 be ■ ,oim 'cnlure of the California Deparl- 
ment ot Corrections and the California State Polytechnic College 
P °" , .“" a „,T h f ro "'l 1 bc (our training phases in Phase 1. train- 
el -' conduc| cd on the grounds of CIM in Barrack No 4. 
with the trainees living with their respective institutions. CIM and 
_ , In Phase II. sheltered housing in the city of Pomona, with 

"Kh classes held on the campus of the California 
.. tate Po., technic College, in Phase ill. housing is on a self-deter- 
mined basis, and training is conducted in group and individual 
sessions in the field, at job-related locations Phase IN' features 
self-determined housing, and training is of applicators' type with 
individual supervision by specially trained pardle agents'and per- 
sonnel of tiie employing agency In order to foster the develop- 
ment of personal responsibility, particularly for those inmates 
with a considerable history of incarceration, a progressively in- 
creasing stipend will be paid each trainee at each level of training 
To adequately achieve the project goals, training will focus in 
three areas, generic skills and knowledge for functioning in the 

snrt’rf 1 Sen !i C a S and speclfic sk ‘ 1Is and knowledge for alcoholism 
and drug adoiction treatment Some of the skills that will be 
taught during training are . 1 , Group skills-The development 
of techniques to work with and within a group. Abilities to get 
groups going and to keep them going Knowledge of observa- 
tional and data gathering techniques. (2) Research skills— An 
SSrSH of , soclal research as a means toward problem 
solution. Study of various specific research techniques applies- 
t0 chan S e strategies. 13) Organizational Dynamics— Abilities 
o study organizations toward diagnosing original difficulties. The 
'°. rk ,ngs of organizations and their impact on other organizations 
P wV‘ ndl '? dua s l4 ‘ S,ra ‘egies f or planned change— To de- 
velop abilities for. and the uhdestanding of. methods of bringing 
about social change in community organizations of varying size 

nr’obis 0 ' u se 0f soeia! trcnds and issues— Understanding social 
« dev . iance : sanctioning systems: and programs that are 
nronfr , ame ' 10ra ’‘ 0n ' 6 ' Intervie " skills — Abilities to conduct 
proper mterwews to gather informat.on that is desired. 
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MAC 

• Continued from page one* 

The following subjects were 
brought up and discussed at the 
agenda with the Warden and 
his staff. 

• Relax some custody proce- 
dure 

• Inmate participation in pol- 
icy decisions 

• Canteen open only on week 
ends 

• Yard TVs to go on the low- 
er yard 

• Hospital 

• Hobby program 

• Shakedowns without the in- 
mate present and destroy- 
ing personal propert> 

• Lines on the yard, and 1 15s 
for out-of-bounds 

• Removal of clubs from im- 
mediate sight of inmates 

All the items or procedures 
approved at the Wardens 
agenda will not be officially 
legal until the memo's are sent 
down to the housing units de- 
tailing the correct procedures 
involved in each instance. 

The above material was supplied 
U> the News from the olllcc of the 
MAC It is felt by the staff of the 
San tientin News that the agenda 
held Oct. 4 was one of the most 
productive in a long while. All con- 
cerned arc to bc commended. 

—Editor 


WALLS 


by G. Schroeder 

Walls reach high, but so do 
hopes. Walls might hide, yet 
never truly divide, unless one 
wills it so. For hope will reach 
where walls never can climb: 
and hearts and memories keep 
love and those that live in them 
alive arid loving, as long as one 
wjllj&eep them. 

Walls may contain, yet the 
sun. sky and life itself remain 
free, as these walls are helpless 
to’cpnstrain; or hold the heart 
or spirit free. 

Walls may hinder, yet never 
never truly possess, they may 
separate and hurt but still 
lovers hearts not destroy They 
cast shadows, but cannot 
darken one's way if truly the 
path they wish to see. 

Walls surround, but do not 
stop loving-thoughts from slip- 
ping in or out. They are ugly 
and message sad; yet still one s 
thoughts can remain beautiful, 
their hope fullfilled, if they 
will! 

Let not walls enclose more 
then they are able Keejy~y«ur 
heart and mind free! For walls 
are not forever, nor is their 
stop love-thoughts from slipp- 
strength greater than the one 
behind them that yet will love, 
and lives to beauty see. 

I 



STOP THE PRESS! STOP THE PRESS!-Bob Roberts (standing) and 
T. D. Ventura take time off from newswriring to stuff Xmas seals. 
Editor Phil Clark missing from picture. 

Sports Activities Returning 
More Team Signups Needed 


7v- 


By T. D. Ventura 
Coach T. L. Baker, when in- 
terviewed by this reporter, 
made the following assertions 
concerning the return of the 
sports program here at Q. 
which, for the past two months, 
has been sharply curtailed 
Baker informed me that he is 
in the process of getting intra- 
mural basketball signups, and 
that there will be two separate 
drafts. Sgt. Terry Plant, assis- 
tant supervisor of recreation, 
wants to inform those inter- 
ested in playing on an intra- 
mural basketball team to sign 
up this month; presently, there 
arc only 30 men signed up to 
play. 

‘The return of the boxing 
program is still being hashed 
. over as we aren't sure just how 
many men will be praticipat- 
ing." stated Coach Baker. 

At present, the gym only 
ogen on weekends and holidays, 
but steps are being taken to 
allow men the gym facilities 
during the weekdays. 


Coach Baker says that he can- 
not give a positive answer as to 
when night gym will start again, 
as this has to come from secu- 
rity. but he’s sure that the even- 
ing program will commence 
soon. 

Signups for intramural chess 
are being taken, and from this, 
a varsity team will be chosen 
for outside competition as in 
the past. 

Anyone interested in signing 
up for a sport activity, such as 
wrestling, basketball, handball, 
boxing, volleyball etc . and 
can’t get to the gym to sign up 
himself, contact Coach Baker 
via a letter and put down' the 
necessary information and you 
will be placed on the intramural 
roster list. 

World Scries 

Sgt. Plant informed me that 
he hasn't had the official word 
from up front as to letting the 
men view the World Series on 
the color set in the gyip as was 
last year. Just as soon as he gets 
the confirmation on this, he 
will pass it to the mainline. 


KLIENMAIER 

•Continued from pace onei 

tant to look at matters that are 
unpleasant and would rather 
look away from them, or deny 
to themselves that they exist 
But by going toward pain, one 
can begin to realize growth. If 
one buries his head like an os- 
trich. this tends to leave one to 
think about things alone, and 
in so doing, becomes paranoid, 
leading to an exaggeration of 
the problem and distorting it. 
This process undermines one’s 
deepest self-image. 

Psychiatry has often lagged 
behind in the recognition of 
self-help programs, and should 
accentuate the positive as well 
as delving into the negative. 
Psychiatry has concentrated on 
encountering and defeating the 
negative in one's self. Self-help 
programs have concentrated al- 
most entirely on accentuating 
the positive, which evades the 
often necessary encounter with 
the “enemy within." 

To accentuate either one of 
these approaches to the exclu- 
sion of the other is unbalanced. 
Both are needed, and each ap- 
proach should recognize the 
value of the other. The practice 
of psychotherapy should actu- 
ally use both approaches as they 
are appropriate in therapy. 

Dr. Klienmaier states that 
persisting childish self- 
centeredness is a major reason 
why so many people have prob- 
lems. This leads to self-indul- 
gence. drugs, liquor and many 
other things. Self-centered ness 
here is defined in the sense sim- 
ilar to a child, selfish and not 
caring for others. 

Selfishness that is only im- 
portant to self without bounds 
is not desirable. Yet he says, 
everyone needs to develop a de- 
gree of selfishness, and to chan- 
nel it in a constructive direc- 
tion. He has to find out what is 
obstructing his healthy sense 
of self within. 

Just as people have many 
things in common, they are also 
different in many ways. Some 
people, for instance have not 
developed enough "self-ness" 
of the right kind to assure a 
good focus for development. If 
a man is in need of education, 
vocational training or per- 
sonal expansion through ther- 
apy or various other programs 
available here, he needs to be 
..selfish enough to take advant- 
age of them while he is here at 
San Quentin, otherwise he 
cheats himself. 

In closing. I thank the doctor 
for calling the errors to my 
attention, and hope the readers 
find his thoughts helpful. 


Dr. Klienmaier will be supply- 
ing the News with a column. ,; A 
Still Small Voice." His introduc- 
tory piece appeared in last week’s 
issue. It is the hope of the San 
Quentin News that the doctor’s 
comments on the subject of psy- 
chotherapy will be of interest to 
all our readers. 

Editor 
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RAY HAMILTON-seriously engaged in his first love, that of creating 
beautiful greeting cards that hav^something warm and tender 
io say"” 


Sports Profile 

A Man Who Stays Involved 

By T. D. Ventura 
Ray Hamilton. 51. is definitely 


a man with many talents, and 
his versatility shows in every, 
thing he does He is a writer, 
poet, ex-pug. trainer, greeting 
card designer, and jailhouse 
lawyer. 

Ray convicted in Alameda 
County on Murder first in 1960 
for the shooting deaths of two 
people, and subsequently re- 
ceived the death penalty (he 
served four years on Quentin's 
Death Row before a new trail 
lowered his sentence to a life 
with* bast never given up his 
fight^wih his freedom. He has 
spent 11 solid years in institu- 
tions 'six of them at Folsom and 
the rest. at Q* and he has taken 
advantage of his time by de- 
voting himself to studying law. 
working in organizations and 
initiating new projects, and 
helping others by his experi- 
ences. 

While on Death Row. Ray 
started drawing greeting card 
ideas on the inside of match- 
book covers. That s how I re- 
ally got started, says Ray The 
Christmas card he made for the 
late San Francisco Superior 
Court Judge Harry .1 Newbarth 
even received national recogni- 
tion. and other cards he has de- 
signed have been widely ac- 
claimed 

Sports his bag 

Ray also has a great love for 
sports — especially boxing. 
While at Folsom he was a sports 
reporter for the Folsom Ob- 
server for a year, and his color- 
ful column. Canvas Scopes." 
has appeared on the sports page 
of the San Quentin NEWS. 

In Folsom, he fought in the 
square ring from 1943-49 (some 
of these years he fought at Qi 
and he held the middleweight 
crown in 1948-49 while at Fol- 
som. After hanging up his 
gloves. Ray stayed in the fight 
game as a trainer, and is cur- 
rently working with Phil Kirk 
and his nephew A1 Sugar Con- 
ley He is always willing to give 
advice to younger fighters not 
in his stable 


An Organizer 

Hamilton, while confined at 
Folsom, founded the "Death 
Row Alumni" and was the or- 
ganizer of Folsom’s Creative 
Writer's Workshop. 

Although he dosen't as yet 
have a release date, he has been 
offered two positions in the 
local Bay area: New Careers 
and Skill Center. He said he will 
also design greeting cards in his 
spare time. Ray is currently 
assigned to Fire Watch but has 
been accepted to work in the 
new West block canteen open- 
ing soon. He is also quite in- 
volved as a member with the 
west block Committee. 

Ray is always looking for ways 
to help his fellow man in blue 
Says Ray, “Helping others 
through my experiences in any- 
way I can is what I enjoy doing 
the most." 

Ray Hamilton's future is look- 
ing positive. He just received a 
reversal from the Fedral Dis- 
trict Court in San Francisco, 
and I'm sure we all wish him 
the best of luck in his bid for 
freedom. 


Sports Shorts 

By T.D. Ventura 
"We challenge all comers.” 
was confidently expressed by 
Percy Curtis. What he was re- 
ferring to was the gym worker’s 
basketball and volleyball teams 
Wildcat Murray says, "We’re 
the baddest!" 

Volleyball 1 
I was informed by the lead 
clerk in the gym that so far, 
only 25 men have signed up to 
play volleyball. More pien are 
needed so that intra-mural- 
teams can be formed. 

Basketball 

Only 30 men have signed up 
to play intramural basketball. 
This is only about Va of the men 
who signed up to compete last 
season. Come on. guys, get 
with it. 

Wrestling 

If anyone is interested in get- 
ting on the varsity wrestling 
team ( which hasn't been form- 
ed yet ). see Coach Baker in the 
gym and sign" up. 

Off the Record 

The S. F. Giants couldn't whip 
their way out of a girl scout 
league! 

Let Me Not Pass Away 

Be it ever so humble 
The work of my hands. 

Tho’ weary I stumble 
My courage still stands. 

When nightly I lay me 
To rest in my cell. 

Tis not 'cause I’m lazy 
Am weary as hell. 

Tho' adversity reigns 
And my future unknown. 

Yet by my pains 
In this city of stone 

Lies deep within me 
A vision untold. 

When nightly I see 
Love’s beauties unfold 
Tis then with bowed head 
I silently pray. 

And tho' iGs been said 
Will tell it this way. 

"Dear Master above 
Let me not pass away. 

Until I learn love 
And share it each day." 

By Rudolph Martinez 

Pint-sized Young’n 
Wins World Title 

Vic Wil, 10, of Sepulveda, 
Calif., won the Junior World 
Golf title with a 54-hole score 
of 171 on the par-56 course in 
San Diego. 

It was the second world title 
in three years for Vic. who was 
runner-up in the Pee-Wee Na- 
tionals at the age of four and a 
winner at seven. (Reprint from 
Sports Illustrated.) 


STEETS AND GLUMP 



With the weight you carry in front and between the ears . . . 
don't need to lift any more. 


—By T. D. VENTURA 

BAY TEAMS BOMB OUT! 

The S. F. Giants and the Oakland’s didn’t let their fans down; 
they dichexactl^what was expected of them: they bombed out when 
it really cduntejd! In the final playoff game between the Giants and 
the Bucs. a game as you all know went to the latter by a score of 
9-5, a 21-ye'aP‘old rookie youngster by the name of Bruce Kison 
went out dh the mound a boy and turned in a man’s job ( as many j 
sportswriters were quoted) and claimed the victory that snapped 
the Bay club’s hopes of a long-awaited pennant So, now it’s the 
mighty Baltimore Orioles against the Pittsburg Pirates in this 
year’s World Series Classic. I suppose all the odds-makers ha'- 
Baltimore a heavy favorite; but since they cost me a box in the b. 
series with the Mets. I’m pulling for the Bucs. Come on, Bucs! And, 
as far as Oakland is concerned, if the managerial staff hadn‘t 
worked their ace Vide Blue so hard during the latter part of the! 
season, they might have had a gnats chance of beating the Birds in 
the playoffs . . . maybe! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

SPORTS SPOTLIGHTS A squash tournament was held in the 
skyline gym last week between the gym crew and Tudy Merjil 
walked off with first place, followed by Steve .McCray and Melvin 
Ruiz . . . Volleyball is starling back up again down on the lower 
yard and gym, and it is also picking up again in the west block 
yard Thante-iOL^orm Whitehorn, the westblockers were able to 
get a regulation net . . . And Martin Ayala is still whackin’ that 
little hard rubber ball in the west block — keep punchin’, Martin! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

STRAY SHOTS DEPT. I was informed by Hugh “Stump” Tal- 
lant that the "Lip and Crip" duo has a jam session in the north 
block every night right after the 8:20 movement . . . And speaking 
of Tallant, I understand that "Georgia Slim” gets such low grades 
in English 1A that he has to dig a nine-foot ditch just to be able 
to see his test paper! . . And how about our Journalism Instructor, 
Norman Melnick . . . this quarter he has a grand total of five stu- 
dents to teach — do you think maybe the word is out, boss? . . . Mike 
“Fat Clerk” Johnson just dropped into the News office and asked 
to have his name mentioned: any particular name you’d like me to 
call you, Mike? . . . And Joe West wants Ralph Nader to come down 
and condemn our coffee! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

THINGS WE’D LIKE TO SEE DEPT. . . . How about Danny 
Thompson not beating Guy Cooper so bad on the tennis court in 
the west block . . Weightlifter Larry Lynch get sand kicked in his 
face while at the beach . . . Tex Taylor learn how to play bass . . . 
Charlie Bernal run a cat house . . Phil Clark stop saying the word 
"Blurb" . . . Go-Go Goodloe not keep asking me to put his name in 
the paper . Bobby Blanton get adopted by KSQ’s gruesome two- 
some. David and Chester Quentin . . . And Chuck Jolley and Dave 
Clutts get an even break! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

LOCKER ROOMERS . Can it be true that Percy Curtis really 
has a date? . . That Gerry Page actually thought the Giants had 
a chance this year? That Raincoat Bob got the lead role in the mus- 
ical “Hair”? 

. . . And goodnite, BUZZ, hang on, brother . . . 




metals 


^ By Ronald B. Moulton 

Silver . . . pieces of moonlite for a wine chalice, 
Bells tinkling in Winter’s white snow palace; 

The spoon with which some are bom; 

Gleaming keys on a musician’s horn; silver is 
The comet’s path, the moon’s flight, and a 

Lover’s laugh; and. of course, the Lone Ranger’s 
Horse. 

Gold . . the color of the eternal Sun; 

The ring that says two are one. 

The Summer days I spent with you; 

A cage where there are love birds, two. 

Things look gold through a glass of beer. 

Gold are the earrings that adorn your 

Ear ... the sound of wedding bells, the coins 
In wishing wells. 

Bronze ... the swords that flashed in ancient 
Rome; 

The rail in a tavern near our home. 

Copper and Zinc a chain’s link ; bells of 
Terror sounds of doom; 

Gongs that ring in Chinese gloom. 

Iron . . machines of modern man. daggers of a 
Fighting clan; 

Fences around a farm, bracelets on a savage's 
Arm; 

Something rusting in the mud; something else 
For tired blood: 

The last sound you hear betwixt the grave and 
The river’s edge: 

The moaning in 






Starts Today 


0T 


News to Feature Series 
On San Quentin History 

Starting with this issue of the News, a 10-part series 
on the history of San Quentin will be run on a bimonthy 
bas.s.The series, complete with maps ancKphotographs 
snoula prove to be of interest to the readers, both inside 

and outside, who perhaps know 
little about this, one of the larg- 
est penal institutions in the 
world 

Many of the pth>tps and maps 
are believed to be utvique. and 
may very well be published for 
the first time / 


them as such 

It is hoped by the staff of 
the San Quentin News that the 
series will be of enjoyment to 
all. and any questions or com- 
ments by the readers will be 
much appreciated. 



SAN QUENTIN-View showing new dormitory buildings and pris- 
on yard in relarion to exist. ng prison (pre-1900's). 


In writing the story every 
effort was made to be histori- 
cally accurate, and rhetorically 
correct Such sources as Ken- 
neth Lamott s "Chronicles of 
San Quentin." plus material 
from the maps themselves and 
other gained form staff sources 
was used 

It is hoped by all concerned 
that the readers of the News will 
not only find the series inform- 
ative. but entertaining as well 

In doing the reproduction 
work on the photos, it was de- 
cided not to touch any of the 
older ones up. so the scratches, 
lines, and holes in some of the 
photos were left in order to 
show their authenticity. An- 
tiques the> are. and it was felt 
that the readers would enjoy 

Suicide in 
B Section 

Albert Sianez. 38. committed 
suicide in his cell in B section. 
Friday Oct 17. 

Sianez. serving a term for 
burglary from Los Angeles, was 
found at 4 a m count hanging 
from the back shelf of his cell 
by a sheet 

No motive for the suicide has 
as yet been uncovered, and no 
note was found It has been re- 
ported that Sianez had only re- 
cently taken his photo checkout, 
and at the time of his death had 
but 23 days to go until release 

Store Thieves 
Use a Bulldozer 

Los Angeles iUPI»— A group 
of thieves, apparently unable to 
force open a door or window at 
a discount store, used a stolen 
bulldozer to smash a 10 by 10- 
foot hole in a rear wall during 
the weekend 

Sheriff s deputies said the 
bulldozer was taken from a con- 
struction site, driven about 
three blocks and crashed into 
the wall at Crown Discount 
Store early Saturday 

The thieves parked the bull- 
dozer in the store's parking lot.* 
deputies said, and then stole 
radios, television sets and re- 
cord plavprs^. 


Bayview School 
Brings Mountain 
To Mohammed 

Due to the reduced popula- 
tion. new restrictions on the 
school program, and other 
handicaps of the inmates to 
get to the school on time, the 
Bayview School, under the su- 
pervision of Mr. Orrell. has 
implemented an -External 
School " 

In this new and unique pro- 
gram. 100 students will be able 
to study any one of a wide 
range of cell study courses. 
There will be no classroom, 
and no delay for the last per- 
son to learn his lesson. Each 
and every student will be ad 
vancing at his own rate of 
speed. 

The only demand that will 
be placed on the student is that 
he finish the course that he 
starts before attempting to 
start another course 

With only brief advance 
notice of this program, the re- 
sponse has been overwhelming 
Already 95 students have 
signed up for courses, ranging 
from remedial reading to plane 
geometry In all, there arc 22 
possible courses of study At 
the present time: only academ- 
ic studies are available, but be- 
cause of the early success of 
this program, vocational stud- 
ies are on the drawing boards. 

Mf. Orrell is basically con- 
cerned with, what he terms 
"Programed learning." Which 
means that the burden of effi- 
ciency is placed on the student, 
not the teacher. The student is 
called into the school period- 
ically to consult with Mr. Orrell 
on the student's progress. 

This course is strictly for 
mainline population. Because 
of the assignments of some in- 
mates that otherwise would 
like to attend school, and the 
many other reasons that an in- 
mate might have not to attend 
school, those participating in 
this new innovation enjoy this 
-PJQgXJm.ed learning. 


San 
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Profile in Blue 

Some Men Refuselto be Slaves of Time 



By T. D. Ventura 

Usually, places like San Quentin. Soledad. Attica, etc., 
and the men inside these institutions, receive very little, 
if any, favorable publicity. The newspapers from coast- 
to-coast are full of bloody riots, escape attempts, and 
other dastardly or malicious , 'aets of violence committed 

by the inmates of various scat- 
tered penal institutions through- 
out the country, and an overall 
negative side of those inside 
these prisons is always brought 
to light. 

But how about those men who 
overcome their short-comings 
and the long, rough road ahead 
of them and make good use of 
their time while incarcerated 
behind prison walls'’ How about 
more publicity and recognition 
through the news media about 
the men in blue who have con- 
quered their common arch- 
enemy — time — and have made 
something of themselves while 
in prison and upon their release 
from prison? 

There have been many cons 
who have done extremely well, 
either through educational or 
vocational means or by their 
own creativity, but few are ever 
brought to light One such man 
is Joe Soto Reyes. 

Wasted No Time 

Joe Reyes came to San Quen- 
tin as a first-termer in 1969 for 
the shooting death of a Techa- 
chapi police ch’ef and the 
wounding of two o.thlr officers 
that resulted from an Argument 
with his girl friend. He subse- 
quently received sentences of 
five-to-life ( for the second-de- 
gree murder conviction ) and 
two. one-to-life sentences for 
assault with intent. He was 22 
years old then. 

Reyes, now 25. has put in only 
28 months of his sentence 
and fully expects to do another 
eight to ten years before getting 
any parole consideration. In 
just 28 months, he has gone 
from close custody to medium 
B. and now resides in the west 
honor block. He is an active 
member in the Yokefellows and 
Creative Dynamics (both self- 
help groups ). and is also envol- 
ved in a psychotherapy group 
where he has received favorable 
reports on his attitude and his 
willingness to do his time con- 
structively. 

Presently, he is working to- 
wards a vocational trade in the 
prison's dental lab. a four year 
program that will give him the 
job security he will need upon 
release. 

Changed Attitude 

Joe is also quite active in the 
sports program at Q. participat- 
ing mostly in the boxing agen- 
dum. but claims he enjoys all 
sports. 

When asked what he thought 
he had gained by coming to San 
Quentin. Reyes said: I have 
gained a much better insight 
into other people's personalit- 
ies. and it's enabled me to get 
along better with these individ- 
uals and to not be so shortsight- 
ed." Like most men in prison 
would answer. Reyes stated that 
his biggest loss coming to prison 
was "the freedom to do what he 
wanted." 

His pla. whenever he gets 
released are to get married and 
raise a family and to put the 


JOE SOTO REYES 

... a man of determination 

trade he learned in prison to 
use. He said he’d probably pa- 
role to the Bay Area. 

Reyes' family (his parents 
and brothers and sisters) all 
reside in Techachapi, where 
Joe graduated from Techachapi 
High in 1965. 

Joe's attitude upon first arriv- 
ing at San Quentin was bad. "All 
I wanted to do was kick-back 
and do my time. I had a very 
negative attitude or outlook, 
and since it was my first prison 
experience, everything was so 
new and foreign to me and I 
found it hard to adjust to it at 


first " But now. after 28 monthj; 
and several years ahead of him 
to do. Reyes claims his attitude 
has changed T got myself in- 
volved in the programs offered 
here to help myself. I have a 
positive outlook now because (l 
know that the only person that 
can help me with my problems 
and make it out of here is mv- 
self." 

When asked what motivated 
him to change his previous bad 
attitude, he commented, “Be- 
cause someday I’ll be out In 
society again, and I'll be able 
to use these skills and experi- 
ences learned in here to keep 
me from ever returning to 
prison." He says that facing as 
much time as he is doesn’t get 
him down really* — 4 ‘It just 
makes me want to drive harder 
all the more!" 

And there are others 

Joe Reyes is just one of many 
in prison utilizing their time 
and God-given talents to pre- 
pare a new life for themselves 
upon release. These men are 
seldom mentioned in the news- 
papers. because to the public, 
their stories lack the sensation- 
alism usually associated with 
riots, killings, and escape at- 
tempts. 

Maybe if society was aware 
that there are men behind 
prison walls who do realize the 
mistakes they made and are try- 
ing to rectify that error, then 
( society ) wouldn't be so quick 
to lump all convicts into one 
category and say. "Keep those 
animals locked down forever — 
they’re no good to themselves 
or anybody else!" 



NEW ESQUE FIRETRUCK-too big a dream. 

Esque Firehouse Buys New Pumper 


The San Quentin fire depart- 
ment has acquired a new addi- 
tion to its fire fighting force in 
the form of a new pumper truck. 

Built to special specifications 
by Van Pelt Fire Trucks, the 
truck features fully powered 
air-breakes. power steering, and 
ease of operation on the pumps 
and discharge lines. 

Designated a 1.000 gallon per 
minute, triple combination 
pumping engine, at a cost of 
some $26,000. the pumper will 
no doubt be welcomed by Fire 
Chief Nordstrom, leadman Bob 
Lokey. and the other nine men 


of the firehouse. 

The department services the 
entire inside institution, the 
valley and employee residences 
within the reservation, and the 
little town of San Quentin Vil- 
lage. as well as belonging to Mu- 
tual Aid which calls for giving 
assistance to other units in the 
area on fires. 

The truck is a beautiful piece 
of equipment, but there is one 
slight problem. It won’t fit in- 
side the firehouse. This may well 
be the first time a fire depart- 
ment has had to construct a 
building to fit the truck. 
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PENAL PRESS 


by John Severnson Watson 

ECHO. Huntsville. Tex. — (July-August) The 
usual fine effort. Editor Bill White and his staff 
will be prominent at the next penal press awards 
sponsored by Southern Illinois University. 

SOLAR SCREEN. Fox Lake. Wis. — (September* 
Please, someone pass me some Excedrin 
CASTLE. Eddvville, Ky. — (Summer* One hu- 
morous and well written story. * Shakedown.” by 
new editor Chas. DuRain is must reading for 
everyone on the penal circuit. Overall, this is a 
good issue but the repro is only fair 
CMC COMMUNICATOR. San Louis Obispo. 
Cal. — (Aug. 6. 13. 27 and Sept. 3) Four very good 
editions Photos, layout and repro excellent. This 
paper used to be one of the ten worst penal 
efforts ir. the country. They have now turned it 
around to the point where they might be heard 
from at the next penal press awards 
CRITERION. Mansfield. Ohio— (Sept 15) A 
good issue but too many reprints from other 
papers At long last, there are pictures on the 
sports page 

PONTIAC FLAG NEWS. Pontiac. Ill— (July) 
Layout and reproduction below par Good photos. 
Paper used for printing is too thick (August) A 
very good issue. Photos are excellent, especially 
the two page layout on the art exhibit. Your five 
full pages for sports coverage is probably the 
envy of every penal sports editor Overall, the 
photos are the highlight of each issue. Again 
where did you acquire the extra thick newsprint 
for printing your paper 0 
INSIDE WORLD. Parchman. Miss. — (Septem- 
ber) Average issue. Most photos were <poor in 
quality or repro. The usual good purloined car- 
toons. 

MOUNTAINEER. Susanville. Cal. — (May-Junei 
Received this horrendous effort on September 
20 You guys are a little behind in your publi- 
cation dates This issue contains the worst photos 
and reproduction seen in quite a while 
INSIDER Washington. D. C— (August) This 
magazine continues to be politically orientated. 
Superb editoral. ‘Honor Among Thieves." Good 
cartoons. Excellent repro 
CONCEPT, Lansing. Kan. — (July) A 52-page 
slick monthly that is not so slick. Average photos, 
average stories, good reproduction. 

SKYTOWER NEWS. La Grange. Ky. — (Third 
Quarter) The front and back covers would indi- 
cate this is a magazine from a woman's prison. (I 
almost said “woman’s joint ”) Repro good, 
photos unclear, art work fair The fingerprint 
fmiend. “printy." i$ a gas 
PILLAR. St. Cloud. Minn — iJune 24) Another 
two page effort: the most forgettable two pages 
this reviewer ever read 

SPECTATOR. Jackson. Mich. — (Aug. 27 and 
Sept 10) A four page and eight page set of 
papers This dual effort makes the Pillar a winner 
by comparison, (see above) 


From the Editor's Desk 


With this week's issue w'e begin a 10 part series 
on the history of San Quentin. I cannot possibly- 
let the series start without some comments on the 
work and. most important, thanking all those who 
have contributed so much to the finished product 

In writing the series I used a number of sources; 
old historical maps, documents, and histories. As 
far as the copy itself is concerned. I leaned rather 
heavily on Mr Kenneth Lamott’s “Chronicles of 
San Quentin.” and to him should go any credit as 
to historical accuracy His work stands as a land- 
mark in penal history, and anyone would be en- 
riched indeed by reading this fine book. 

The historical maps, portions of which are con- 
tained in the series, were supplied to me by Mr. 
G D. Goertz. chief of plant operation, and by Jim 
Lepley and Jack Ayers who did the reproductions 
off the originals. The maps themselves provide a 
wealth of information, both physical and rhetori- 
cal. and much of the local color of the period was 
gained through them 

The photographs contained in the series were 
supplied throught the wardens office and I D. de- 
partment. To Miss Hester and Miss Regan I should 
like to extend my thanks for digging up some of 
the photos, but most of all for putting up with the 
number of phone calls. The bulk of the photos 
used in this series were provided by Mr. Jagow 
of the indentification department who gave me 
free access to his files and helped in innumerable 
ways. It was through his efforts, and those of Gary 
Merritt, that such fine quality reproductions were 
obtained. Some of the photos were taken off of old 
glass negatives and may never have been pub- 
lished before. Mr Jagow also lent me some of his 
own copy on San Quentin, and I am much in- 
debted to his whole department. 

No paper can be very good, no matter what the 
content, without the full cooperation of the print- 
shop. This I received. To Mr. Joe Stocker. Mr. 
Zablocki and Mr. Sexton Stewart must go the 
credit for the print and final reproduction. I 
should like to be able to single out all of the 
printshop crew, and the bookbinding, for proof- 
reading. setup, and folding, but to do so would be 
to slight someone. Still I feel that I have to name 
such men as Ayala, Corniel, Knighton, and Sears 
who run the linotypes ana ddfcihe proofs. These 
men make an editor's job easy, and I want to 
thank them and Danny Solis, who helps wjth the 
photos and press. Thank you Joe for every time 
you chew me out when I did something wrong. 1 
mean that. 

Where did the idea come from? I wish I could 
claim full credit for it. but that wouldn’t square 
with the facts. Thank John Watson who brought it 
up first, and Bob Fennellv. who kept the shoe up 
my behind. 


Letters to the Editor 


To the Editor: 

You said it beautifully, compassionately, sim- 
ply— without the need for crude sensationalism 
which clouds the news media today. 

I am referring to Bastille by the Bay. Friday. 
Oct. 1. and to the high caliber and deep insight of 
your article. It is by just such penetrating articles 
as this that we here at San Quentin can prove to 
the world that not everyone within these walls 
subscribe to negativism. 

Rudolph Martinez 
• A-92573. 4-A-29 


To Mr. K W. Havball and Mr. Joe O’Brien must 
go a lot of thanks as they are the ones who 
have the final responsibility for approving the 
mass of bumph I dump on their desks. A lot of 
people overlook the work of these men. and that's 
a shame, as without them there would be four 
blank pages each week. Also to Mr. McHenry of 
the library who did so much to help the series 
along. 

Finally I should like to thank Warden L. S. 
Nelson without whosb. approval this wouldn't 
have been written. All thfe staff have been wonder- 
ful. and any credit that 4nay come out of all this 
should go to them. The mistakes are mine. 


Dear Editor: 

I have just received my first two copies of the 
San Quentin News and enjoyed same. 

Mr Ventura writes w*ll. and should find a mar- 
ket for his talents on the bricks. 


San Quentin News 

Published weekly at the California State Prison at 
San Quentin under the auspices of the Department of 
Corrections and Superintendent of Education. 


I don't leave out Mr Clark s ability, either The 
Bastille by the Bay column of 9. 24 was great 

I also wish to send congrats to John Watson for 
the story. -The Fat Phantom Strikes Again.” 
which covered the Johnnie Walker Scotch ad 

I enjoyed the column by Watson reviewing 
other penal papers 

If you want out. 1 wish you all a speedy and 
successful release Walt Higbee 

Oxnard Calif. 

Thanks for the flattering letter. What do you mean. 

IF we want out'*'’? ' I'm saving my hard earned state 
wages to buy a tty circus when I return to tne outside 
world No. not a r'.ea circus, a FLY circus. Me.vin and 
I wilt make millions while T D Venluura starves 
writing the great American sports novel John Wat- 
son wa nts to get married again although itft m ight be 
a wniie~bctore the Adult Authority gives” him the 
chance. Our new circulation manager. Bob Roberts, 
has ambitions to fill the same spot with the San hran- 
cisco Chronicle or Examiner#when he is paroled, which 
indicates something We’re not quite sure what. 

— Editor 
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Bastille by the Bay 

By Phillip C. Clark 

October has come to San Quentin, and with it a time of warm 
days and cold nights. The thermal layers are such that never a 
morning passes without mist or fog. and even through the seagulls 
appear to enjoy it , the men turn their collars up 

The fall rains are just around the corner, but the slopes that 
back the prison and those of Ml. Tam remain clothed in their 
dresses of green and gold. The Bay remains, its waters a sparkle 
with sunlight, touched by wind and morning mist, a thing of beauty 
that the men like to watch from the upper tiers of the blocks. 

It is quiet here on most days, the hum of men and machines but 
a soft undertone to mark the passing of the years. Things coine. 
things go. the faces change, but the stone and steel remain, grim 
reminders of what is . and what must be endured 

The fishponds of the lower yard and Portal Plaza reflect the 
changing of the season; the leaves curl a bit. the flowers fade, and 
all along the streets of our city the fallen leaves flee to rest as dead 
pages in the gutters. 

Things are a little tighter now. what with the new controls and 
all. but life goes on. a day by day ticking that may one day free 
those within to walk once more amid all the things they have 
known and lost. 

This past week we had two movies: sad and gay. spiced with a 
little violence, much like the every day existence of the men who 
watched them. Still they provide a certain amount of escape, so 
are welcome, no matter the dubious quality of their content. 

The population of San Quentin has fallen to its lowest point in 
modern history: the last count being under 2400. The blocks don’t 
boom as much as fhey-Qnce did. and most of the men who want 
them are at last in single* cells. 

What do they do? Not much really. Hobby a little, fix up their 
houses with cut-up Playboys, read, or just lie about Some go to 
church on the weekends, some to the yard, but wherever they go 
they don't go far or for very long It’s a circle of days, and the 
nights are just interludes to more days to come 

For myself. I like to wander about when time permits and look 
for the things of another time. This is rather foolish, but the experi- 
ence of walking about amid a hundred and twenty years of history 
is hard to ignore. I look around and say to myself. “The stones 
stood there, the Porch here, and where that flowerbed is was 
Crazy Alley, or Kid Aliev.” Gone now along with the gallows and 
the jute mill, but the dungeons remain, reminders of another time. 

I look at the hills and know they will soon turn green and brown 
with the winter rains: the sky will darken, the seagulls scream, 
and Dolly will have another litter of kittens. All will change and 
remain until one day the gate will open and I will walk away. 
Reflections in Blue: 

Some of the men have been asking me about “Hammerhead” 
Joe. and what became of him after the officers hauled him out of 
the cement I wish could report that the story ended with Joe 
riding off into the sunset, but alas such was not the case 

If nothing else. Joe was presistant. Now if he had had a little 
sense to go along with it. all might have been well. But as Joe sat 
in the Oregon Pen. he got to stewing about what went wrong. Back 
went the nose in the books with the result that when he got out he 
was determined to give her another go. 

This time he found the right kind of soup, picked out a large 
hardware-store safe, broke into the place and went to work. 

The safe was one of the old single-door types, and Joe souped 
and soaped it just like the book said. However, when he got done 
he still had a quantity of nitro left so. working under the as- 
sumption that if a little is good, more is better. Joe loaded it up 
with the full amount. 

Up until that point all had gone as it should, but then things 
began going haywire. Joe teached into his coat pocket to get the 
electric cord he was going to use to set it off. only to find that he 
had forgotten the thing. This rattled him, so instead of going out 
into the store where the things were hanging around by the dozens. 
Joe took a 16-pound sledge out of a rack on the wall, climbed on 
top of the safe and hit it with one hell of a blow-. 

From there on things got a little hectic. First the charge went 
off driving the sledge back up where it hit Old Joe on the top of 
the head knocking him cold, then the door of the safe blew off and 
out through the wall of the store where it smashed in the whole 
left side of a passing State Police car. 

The officers, righteously wroth, descended on Joe with guns 
drawn, badges flashing, and blood in their eyes. But by the time 
they made their way through the damage and smoke it was to late 
Joe was out cold, surrounded by charred money and records, and 
all that was left was to pick up the pieces and cart Joe off to tha 
local slammer. 

The knot on Joe's head still remains, and it would be hoped that 
he had learned something fro n the two disasters, but the last time 
1 saw him he was sitting at table in the prison library pouring 
over a pile of books on atomic energy. 


I see that Bob Fennelly and Carl Alaimo have a new rabbit to 
help them on the sports scene. Buzz Curby has joined Bobby Blan- 
ton to report what sports activities there are around the institution, 
what type as yet unknown, so now we can expect another golden 
voice over Radio KSQ to shake us from our well earned rest. 
Welcome Buzz! 


CHEATED CUSTOMER 

Customer to bartender: "How manv barrels of beer do vou sell 

_aday21! . 

Bartender: 'Ten." 

Customer. "Do you want to sell 20?" 

Bartender: "Sure, how?" 

Customer: "Serve full glasses!” 
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at regular intervals, but. as has 
been recorded, the meetings 
) were brief to say the least. 
> There were no prisoners as yet, 
and it was not until Dec. 3 that 
Governor McDougal placed a 
small add in the papers advising 
* sheriffs to turn over state pris- 
k oners to Vallejo and Estell. Es- 
tell added a postscript advising 
the sheriffs to deliver the pris- 
oners to Colonel John C. Hays, 
sheriff of San Francisco. 

Hays fitted out the old hulk 
Wabau as a prison ship and had 
it towed across the Bay to Angel 
Island where the 40 convicts 
aboard were put to work in a 
quarry. 

As a keeper of convicts, how- 
ever, Hays seems to have been 
less than a success. It was said 
that of the 25 prisoners left in 
his charge. 25 escaped. This is 
unfair to the gallant colonel. 
The fact was that the month he 
took over, only 1 7 of the 40-odd 
prisoners on the hulk locked up 
their guards, relieved them of 
their weapons, commandeered 
a boat and headed for the hills 
with the good colonel in hot 
pursuit. Seven of the convicts 
made good their- escape. 

On July 7. 1852 the state paid 
Benjamin Buckalew $10,000 for 
20 acres of land at the tip of 
Point Quentin. Many sites had 
been under condsideration and 
the choice of Point Quentin blew 
up a violent political storm. 

In the first place Buckalew’s 
title to the land was question- 
able, and as he was in fact a 
close crony of John McDougal 
who just seven months before 
had been governor of California, 
cries of skulduggery rose to the 
skies. 

McDougal was in charge of 
the convicts residing aboard the 
Euphemia. and working the con- 
victs on Goat Island. Described 
as a buffoon who affected a 
costume of ruffled shirts, panta- 

MAP OF POINT QUENTIN taken from old maps, drawings, and personal accounts (pre-1 890's). loons, blue coat, and brass but- 
tons. it is easy to imagine this 
curious character tramping the 
decks of the hulk, only partly 
sober, directing operations as 
the beat-up old hulk was towed 
across the Bay from Goat Island 
and moored in the shelter of 
Point Quentin. 

And so the sun set oiT-4he 
first day 


PART I 

— Genesis — 

By Phillip C. Clark 
On the afternoon of July 14. 
1852. the Brig Euphemia con- 
taining 40 to 50 convicts arrived 
under the shelter of Quentin 
Point in San Francisco Ba> As 
the ship's anchor settled into the 
mud of the cove just off Agnes 
Island, it signified the beginning 
of an era 

The arrival of the ship on Bas- 
tille Day appears to be just a 
bit pat for historical truth, but 
tradition being such, it need not 
be disbelieved. 

Although the Euphemia has 
been described by contempo- 
rary sources as little better than 
a chicken coop, the rise in the 
crime rate, and the lack of coun- 
ty jails in that period made it 
necessary to find some mode of 
housing the convicts 
Ships at that time were lying 
in the Eay by the dozens due 
to the Gold Rush, and their 
utilization as county and state 
prisons presented not only a 
minimum cost factor to the pol- 
iticians. but also a minimum 
of responsibility to the town 
council. 

Charles Currier, No. 1 
In April. 1850. all the county 
jails in the state were solemnly 
declared to be state prisons, and 
the county authorities were au- 
thorized to use prison labor on 
public works. Events moved in 
their usual fashion, however, 
and it wasn't until eight months 
later that the first state prisoner 
was entered on the register of 
state convicts. 

The pioneer convict was one 
Charles Currier, who although 
a cabinet maker by trade, was 
a thief by avocation. At the age 
of 22. Currier was convicted in 
Sacramento of grand larceny, 
sentenced to two years, and en- 
tered the register Jan 25. 1851. 
Enter Vallejo and Estell 
Although at the time there 
was no state prison in which to 
lock up Currier, a prison had 
not been forgotten 
A former Mexican general 
named Mariano Guadalupe Val- 
lejo made an offer to the state 
of $137,000 in return for which 
the state would move the capital 
from San Jose to a new city he 
would build on the northern 
arm of San Francisco Bay. His 
c) of assoc. ate in the venture 
wcs a D< nocratic politician 
l.amed James M. Estell. 

Vallejc and Esteil also offered 
to provide he state with twenty 
acres of land for the prison, 
build the thing, and tne • take 
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over its operation. They would 
also buy prison hulks to use 
until the building was comple- 
ted. hire and pay officers and 
guards, clothe and feed the con- 
victs. and offer rewards should 
they escdfte. All they asked in 
return was a free hand in put- 
ting the convict's labor to any 
use they wished. 

The senators fell all over 
themselves in their haste to ac- 
cept Vallejo's fine offer, and 
breathed endless praises of gra- 
titude. saying that his offer de- 
served the thanks of his country- 
men and the admiration of the 
world. Why not? The state was 
almost broke at the time and it 


was figured that a state prison 
built by the state would run a 
deficit of a $100,000 a year. 

James Madison Estell, Valle- 
jo's partner, was a major gen- 
eral by virtue of his command 
of the 2nd Division of the Cali- 
fornia state militia, but there ap- 
pears to be divergent accounts 
of the man. To one admirer he 
appeared “tall and of grand 
bearing, brave and able,” but 
his sworn enemy, the San Fran- 
cisco Bulletin, described Estell’s 
"hideous face and Cain-branded 
countenance” and predicted 
that his name would be handed 
down to posterity as the vilest 
of Jhe vile. Whatever history 
has said to the contrary, Vallejo 
and Estell were both past mas- 
ters at all forms of political 
chicanery, but at last California 
had a state prison although it 
consisted of no buildings and 
only five prisoners. 


it was supposed to be a place 
for penance and reformation. 
This being as may be. in the 
1800s it stood for things of a 
more sinister nature 
Leasing the bodies of state 
convicts to Vallejo and EStell 
might seem harsh, but in fact 
they were no worse off than if 


No Paradise 

Philadelphia is my native place, 
America is my nation. 

San Francisco is my dwelling 
place, 

San Quentin my destination. 


SAN QUENTIN, taken from an old drawing done in the late 1850's 
looking south to the point. 

they had been in the hands of 
the State. The practice is to be f 

deplored, and the whole thing a D ’M’f-v**** 

stunk to high heaven, but for * ^ ^ 

Jhe time and place, there they j Installments 

tecroHuVV^ra'rrdof J TO' FOUOW 

prison inspectors began to meet — — — — _ 


Today it takes some sober 
thought to realize that in the 
beginning the term “penitentia- 
ry’’ was meant to remind us that 


THE BRIG EUPHEMIA in which 40 to 50 convicts first came to Point 
San Quentin in July, 1852. 
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Gym Stars Dump Yardbirds, 101-67 


By The St. Louis Shadow 

A basketball game between 
the Gym Crew All-Stars and 
the Yard All-Stars was played 
at the Skyline gym on Monday. 
Oct. 11, with the Yardbirds 
taking a 101-67 whipping from 
Gym Stars. 

J Knighten who was spirited 
up for the game, was telling 
everyone how badly his team 
was going to dump the Gym 
Stars before it even got under 
way; he was later ousted from 
the game on fouls. The Gym 
Crew led at the halfwav mark. 
54-37. 

New York Joe Ratti led all 
scorers on the floor pumping in 
35 digits, while teammate Bob- 
by Moore added 26 to carry 
their team to victory. Big Her- 
man Moore was high man for 
the losers with 21 points and 
the only man on his team to 
hit in double figures. 

The game started off on a 


bad note for the Yard Stars as 
the hot shooting of their oppo- 
nents singed the nets on a reg- 
ular basis. The losers managed 
37 first-half points as Moore 
picked up half of them For the 
victors. Joe Ratti. Bobby Moore, 
and Winky Thompson were kill- 
ing them They ended up with 
43 of their team's 54 first-half 
point total 

The Yardbirds didn't have a 
chance in the second period of 
play as Ratti put the game out of 
reach. Joe's fine shooting and 
aggressive rebounding just 
overpowered the Yardbirds. 

Teamed with the very un- 
sportsmanlike conduct and ar- 
guing by none other than Mr. 
Knighten. the Birds fell apart 
in the second half. Praise, how- 
ever. has to be given to Herman 
Moore, Williams, Chop Wof- 
ford. and McDaniels, as they 
played a very fine game for the 
losers. 


with STEETS and GLUMP 







Well coach, here's how we stand-! (or shot put, 3 for broad jump, 
40 for 100-yard dash, and 600 for pole vault. 


IF I BUT HAU THE EYES A\'D EARS 

If I but had the eyes and ears 
To read within what appears. 

Then should I see in every face — 

An innocent, interior grace. 

And. as the clouds of thought unfurled, 
Be native of the golden world. 

For not by thought shall 1 acquire 
Re-entrance to my heart's desire; 

Nor as a ticket-tourist come 
Out of exile to my home. 

All things that are of Earth and Hell. 

We gain or lose and buy or sell; 

But Heaven's deep-enclosed delight. 

Is -a hereditary right 
Which this man's lust or that man's hate. 

Nor my cold sin can alienate. 

But lives my own when all else dies. 

Within my blood, within my eyes; 

So true it is that my dis-grace 
Is absent from my Native Place. 

UNKNOWN 


A few of the players who un- 
leashed their talents in this 
game may play varsity ball this 
year, and looking at the playing 
ability of Joe Ratti. Bobby 
Moore Winky Thompson, Her- 
man Moore, and Percy Curtis, 
we should again field fa very 
fine basketball team— ahd we 
can hope for a better brdnd of 
competition than we had last 


BOX SCORE 


Yardbirds 

Tallant 

Knijjhton 

McDaniels 

Edwards 

Walker 

Williams 

Moore. H 

Wofford 

Mesa 

TOTAL 


<67 1 Gym 
2 All Stars 
4 


Ratti 
0 Thompsojr 

8 Moore. B 

^ Whitohorn 

9 Murray 
6 Linslcy 

!7 TOTAL 


1 
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34 

18 

26 
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Team Handball 
Added to 1972 
Olympic Games 

There is a new sport coming 
up for the 1972 Olympic Games. 
In Europe it's called team 
handball, but there is absolutely 
no resemblance to the game 
played here with a hard rubber 
ball against one or more walls. 

Next to soccer, team handball 
is the most popular participant 
sport in Europe, where it 
started. Which means that the 
U.S. will have a lot of catching 
up to do before it becomes a 
contender against other na- 
tions. 

In less than one year, 350 
teams sponsored by the Army- 
Reserve and National Guard 
have been organized. 

Similar to Soccer 

The game is somewhat like 
soccer— and yet quite a bit dif- 
ferent. There are seven players 
to a side. Team handball is 
played like soccer, except that 
the ball is smaller (only seven 
inches around). The aim is to 
get the ball into the goal net- 
ting. 

The layout of the team hand- 
ball field is slightly larger than 
a basketball court— 131'4" long 
and 65'8" wide. 

Body contact in this sport is 
permitted, which makes the 
game somewhat rough. A 
player is allowed only three 
steps while holding the ball, but 
thereJs no limit on the distance 
he can dribble. When he stops, 
he must pass off in three sec- 
onds. He is not allowed to kick 
the ball. 

Goalies Kept Busy 

The goalies have quite a busy 
time because teams often score 
20 goals per game. There are 
30-minute halves in this game 
such as there are in the Amer- 
"an game of football. 

At the Olympics, there will 
be teams representing 16 na- 
tions. Romania is considered 
early line favorite. 

To qualify for the games in 
Munich, the U.S. must win an 
elimination series against 
North and Central American 
teams to be held in Washington 
next January. (Taken from an 
article in ^IFE ) 







By T. D. VENTURA — 

r 

IS BASEBALL. AMERICA S FAVORITE PASTIME, DYING? 

It used to be that, whenever a World Series was being telm-ised. 
you would consider yourself extremely lucky just to be sp\e to 
find a spot on the floor to watch it. You’d either have to find a lap 
or a pair of binoculars to view the game, because there was such 
a crowd I’ve noticed this year that the amount of men watching 
the Series in the West block (and on a color set no less) are not so 
many. In fact, the baseball fans average around 50 men, and this 
is on a weekend when nobody is at work It seems to me that the 
overall excitement and enthusiasm that used to be associated with 
the annual baseball classic is gone. Why, I've seen more men fight- 
ing for a seat to watch a rerun of the Three Stooges than I've seen 
viewing the World Series this year' 

Can baseball still be called the number one favorite pastime of 
America? Can we still bill it as America's National sport? I sin- 
cerly doubt it. sports fans. Football and basketball draws bigger 
crowds, and a lot more excitement is generated by the fans attend- 
ing those games or watching them on the boob tubes across Amer- 
ica. Even wrestling and roller derby attract larger crowds, and 
both seem to benefit from the emotional participations of those in 
attendance. 

Can it be that, with the faster acceleration, excitement, and the 
dangerous action usually associated with these other sports, that 
much tamer and slower game of baseball is dying ... or, in fact — 
dead'’ And if this is trutr>-. shouldn’t it be replaced by one of 
these more popular sporting events as America's National sport? 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

A MATTER OF PRIDE Charley Pride almost chose the wrong 
profession —professional baseball! This year, Charley Pride, coun- 
try music's only major black singer, captured the industry's top 
awards— entertainer of the year and male vocalist of the year. He 
had been nominated often, but never walked away with an award 
until this year. Pride almost didn't become a country singer, choos- 
ing professionol baseball instead . . But when the New York Mets 
told him he was too old, he traded his bat for a guitar 

Goes to show you, Charley— you're never too old for country 
music! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

MAD DEPT ... I can't say for sure just what Charlie Brubaker 
was trying to prove down on the Lower yard tennis courts last 
week, but it seemed like everything he did, ended up putting 
lumps on his melon. On one particular play. Chuck ( the Billie Jean 
King of the joint circuit ) smacked himself in the eye on a follow- 
thru swing And a few plays later, while trying to avoid a 
crackup into the fence, our hero tossed his racket into the air and, 
yes— you guessed it — Newton's Law provided the dazed oldster 
with lump number two . . . 1 think Charlie is tryin' to win ‘ The 
Masochist of the Year" award at this year’s Annual Sports Banquet! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

WISH I’D SAID THAT DEPT It is my belief that the contents 
of a can of Magic Shave contains all of the worst smelling ingredi- 
ents thought up or known by man . . . Recently, a passing motorist 
stopped by the main gate of San Quentin and asked one of the 
guards, who had just finished shaving with Magic Shave inciden- 
tally, if the Marin Stock Yards were close by! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

THINGS-W E’D-LIKE-TO-SEE DEPT . . . How about an electronic 
tuning device for guitars . . , this might step up a group’s perform* 
ance in that they won’t spend-half the time tryin' to line up the 
strings so that they sound like they’re sposed to . . . Bill Lawhon 
and Gary Merritt open up a soup kitchen! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

LOCKER ROOMERS . . Is it true that Bob Roberts (S.Q. News 
Circulation MGR.) put in an order for a neon name tag so that his 
friends will see just how important his job is on the NEWS staff? 

That Dallas Blumenthal has decided to change faiths. It seems 
he hasn’t the will power to fast during the Yom Kippur holiday! 

And is there any truth to the rumor that Bart Choice (who has 
been working with Bill Lawhon in the film workshop lately) is 
really just getting the experience he needs so that when he gets 
out, he can open up his own porno shop? 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

NONSENSE DEPT I hear that the firehouse needs a pole pol- 
isher— and I was wondering why they sent Ronnie Moulton a ducat 
for a job change to the firehouse! . . And if the Baltimore Orioles 
cost me any more cigarettes. FIV have to start pickin’ up the butts 
on the yard! I hear that tl west block committee is having 
Ralph Nader fly down to inspect the honor block canteen opening 
in a few weeks And if this is true, then there goes the supply 
of Tobasco sauce flyin’ in from TJ! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

OVERHEARD DEPT That Dolly is going over the tactical 
plans for an all-out attack on Yellowtail . . . seems like her master, 
Charlie Bernal, keeps those beans coming and Dolly wants a 
change in the menu! Raincoat Bob yelling at the top of his 
voice: “Whad’ya mean, it ain't rainin'* ! ! ! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

KICKIN' BACK And just because I’m a column late, and a 
dollar short doesn't mean I still can't wish you a HAPPY BIRTH- 
DAY, CHERYL and remember this, be kind to a stranger— he’s 
a friend you ain't met yet! . And goodnite, BUZZ, peace be with 
you . . . 



Early Parole Date 
Fixing Considered 


SACRAMENTO— The Adult 
Authority is considering a con- 
ditional release date plan under 
which a newly convicted pris- 
oner would be given a parole 
d3te and a rehabilitation pro- 
gram to follow in order to 
achieve it even before he is as- 
signed to the prison facility 
where he is to serve his term. 

The plan was introduced by 
Curtis 0. Lynum of San Mateo, 
a former FBI man who is a 
member of the authority It 
would require a considerable 
beefing up of staff to investigate 
all prisoners while they are still 
in the reception centers and 
figure out a program for them 
to follow. 

Dropouts 

Such programs. Lynum said, 
-might include completion of 
high school or even grade 
school for inmates who were 
dropouts, or training in a trade 
to be used for employment after 
parole. 

Certain classes of prisoners, 
such as repeated sex offenders, 
the mentally incompetent, ha- 
bitual criminals, and those still 
under medical or psychiatric 
treatment, would not be in- 
cluded in the program 

Sign up now for 
A.T.C. Program 

The College of Marin is ar- 
ranging for the American Col- 
lege Testing < ATC ) Program 
tests to be given at San Quentin 
on Saturday. Dec. 11. a national 
testing date. 

Students desiring to take the 
examination should contact the 
education department as soon 
as possible to obtain the ATC 
registration packet, as they 
must be postmarked no later 
than Nov. 13. Students will be 
required to pay $6.00 examina- 
tion fee. 

The following categories of 
students may want to take the 
examination, although it is not 
mandatory for the college pro- 
gram. 

• Students who want to enter 
the college program at San 
Quentin. 

• Students who want to trans- 
fer to a four-year college 
without first completing 
College of Marin's two-year 
degree program. 

• Students who want to at- 
tend those four-year col- 
leges or universities which 
require the ATC. 

The ATC consists of tests in 
English, mathematics, social, 
science, and natural science. 

The ATC office is sending an 
ATC poster to Don Wittry. su- 
pervisor of ac?dem 5 c instruction 
and it is suggested that those 
wishing to apply for the pro- 
gram contact Ed Deriso, the 
college librarian prior to Nov. 


Publication Ban 

It was stated in a memoran- 
dum from Director of Correc- 
tions. Raymond Procunier. that 
students are not to receive or 
have in their possession any of 
the following publications until 
further notice: The Berkeley 
Tribe. The Berkeley Barb. The 
Anvil. The Black Panther, The 
Great Speckled Bird, and White 
Power. 

"These publications," stated 
the memorandum, "have char- 
acteristically incited murder, 
arson, riot, and violent racism.” 


The conditional release plan 
will start at the beginning of 
next year if the authority 
adopts it at its Nov. 15 meeting. 

The release date would be 
subject to review at any time 
if the authority found that the 
inmate in question was not pro- 
gressing through his assigned 
rehabilitation program, it could 
be moved back. 

Reward 

In case of an inmate who 
made extremely good progress, 
his release date could be ad- 
vanced. 

One of the major complaints 
about the indeterminate sen- 
tence system in California is 
that prisoners may go from year 
to yqar having no idea how close 
they may be getting to freedom. 

Lynum told the authority 
meeting here yesterday that his 
plan would give prisoners a re- 
lease date to look forward to 
and a program to achieve it. 

He said giving them the date 
and the program at the recep- 
tion centers would make it 
harder for prison "cliques" to 
recruit new members. 

Esque News Hires 
The Handicapped 

Coming to the S.Q. News from 
the industries warehouse, Bob 
Roberts is a welcome addition 
to the News staff. He will as- 
sume the duties of the circula- 
tion manager. 

Roberts entered San Quentin 
in July of 1970, for a robbery 
conviction from Orange County. 
He has completed one course in 
Creative Dynamics and was the 
surgery clerk for six months. 



BOB ROBERTS, S.Q. News cir- 
culation manager. 


Concerning the new job, Rob- 
erts says, "I enjoy the challenge 
that this job offers. A person 
needs to feel that he is doing 
something constructive, and the 
results can be clearly seen in the 
finished newspaper.” 

Since coming to S.Q. Roberts 
has maintained a steady stream 
of correspondence with friends 
on the outside. In addition to 
being a dyed-in-the-wool sports 
fan, his correspondence is the 
main interest in his life while 
being locked up. 

His responsibilities as circula- 
tion manager are to see that 
each and every department in- 
side the prison get their copy 
of the paper on time. Also, to 
mail out the 3,000 copies to the 
outside subscribers. 

* When asked to comment on 
the * hiring the handicapped” 
jab. Roberts only smiled his 
“I’ll get even” smile, and 
walked away. 


San 

Yol. X LI, No. 33 



Kasheveroff Visit 


Civil Service to Employ 
Rehabilitated ex-felons 


Justice Kasheveroff, area manager for the Federal 
Civil Service, visited San Quentin last week. 

In an interview conducted in the Radio KSQ broadcast 
booth, Kasheveroff outlined the Federal program under 
which a rehabilitated felon may apply to the Civil Service 
for employment. 



Bob Fonnelly (left) interviews Justice Kasheveroff 


Kaseveroff made it very clear 
that the the. status of rehabili- 
tated offender is not a badge 
th»f may be w^rn by the pro- 
fessional offender, persons as- 
sociated witk organized crime, 
or former offenders who give no 
evidence of stability or partic- 
ipation in the rehabilitative 
process. 


When writing, the applicant 
should ask for the Federal Civil 
Service pamphlet No. 4. "Work- 
ers for the USA.” 

For further information con- 
tact the nearest federal job cen- 
ter, the address of which may 
be obtained by either writing 
Mr. Karsheveroff or contacting 
Radio KSQ. 


The Civil Service, and em- 
ploying agencies of the Federal 
Government will accept appli- 
cations for employment, and 
consider those applicants for 
jobs as rehabilitated offenders. 
Each case will be decided on its 
own merits. 

Suitabilty examinations will 
take the following factors into 
consideration: 

• Nature and seriousness of 
offense. 

• Circumstances under 
which it occurred. 

• How long ago it occurred. 

• Age of offender when he 
committed the offense. 

• Wether the offense was an 
isolated or repeated offense. 

• Social conditions which 
may have contributed to the of- 
fense. 

• Any evidence of rehabilita- 
tion demonstrated by good con- 
duct in the person and/or in 
the community, counseling, psy- 
chiatric, academic or vocational 
schooling, successful work-re- 
lease programs, and recommen- 
dations of persons who have 
had the applicant under their 
supervision. 

• The kind of position for 
which the person is applying. 

Kasheveroff stated that the 
commission will answer inquir- 
ies and provide advisory service 
on qualifications for the exami- 
nations. This service is avail- 
able by mail or interview, and 
those wishing the service or 
additional information are 
urged to write to Mr. Justice 
Kasheveroff at 450 Golden Gate 
Avenue, or Box 36122, San 
Francisco, California. 


Seven Win Seats 
on Inmate Council 

Elections were held Wednes- 
day, Oct. 20. for positions on the 
Men’s Advisory Council. Three 
areas in all were polled, and a 
total of seven new --members 
elected. 

Two representatives were 
elected from the vocational 
shoe shop. Mr. Ayala, who polled 
24 votes, and Mr. McNabb with 
four votes. 

A total of four were elected 
from the furniture factory. Mr. 
Davis polled 52 votes, Mr. Wynn 
33, Mr. Drushal 8. and Mr. Gar- 
diner 7. 

One man, Mr. Para, was elect- 
ed from the industrial account- 
ing office with a plurality of 
nine votes. 

In speaking with Mr. Willie 
Wade. Jr., president of the 
Men’s Advisory Counci’ it was 
learned that the area sections 
were conducted by ^nmates 
Shaw, Blanton, and Milton. 

Areas still in need of repre- 
sentation are as follows: water- 
front, steam shop, alley, cloth- 
ing factory, snack bar. north 
block, south block, east block, 
education, library, landscape 
gardening, firehouse, mail 
room, vocational auto shop, in- 
dustries maintenance, yard 
crew, and educational workers. 

The council is now in the 
‘process of reconstruction after 
the difficulties of the summer, 
and it is hoped by Mr. Wade 
that they will soon be in full 
swing again. 


Faff Fantom 
Fails to 
Fool Fuzz 

By John Severnson Watson 

Act 1: 

The Fat Phantom slides up to 
his chow connection during the 
evening meal. His eyes are 
glazed as he whispers. "They've 
got my favorite dessert tonight, 
Sam.” 

"Yeah, I know. How many 
barrels do you want me to 
smuggle back to the block for 
you?” 

"Very funny. Here's a plastic I 
bag, Give me two packs worth 
and I’ll catch you in the block.” i 

Sam gazes at the plastic bag 
that holds five gallons of food 
and remarks, Phantom, are 
you on a diet? You seem to be 
off your feed lately.” 

"Never mind the wise cracks, 
just take care of business, will 
you?” 

Fade out. 

Act 2: 

The Gross Ghost waddles to 
“The Connection’s” cell. He 
cases the immediate area for 
the fuzz. Nothing but blueclads 
in sight. 

"Hey, Sam. Did you score for 
me?” 

“Yeah, it’s right here. Can I 
take one cup for my buddy?” 

"Man, you sure know how to 
hurt a guy, don’t you? All right, 
make it a small cup for your 
friend.” 

The Obese One glances fur- 
tively in both directions. The 
coast is clear. 

He notices the bag is too big 
to hide under his shirt so he 
carries it in his hand. Everyone 
in the TV area starts to snicker 
as The Blubbering Blob stag- 
gers by the TV set with his 
heavy load. 

He sneaks up the back stair- 
well thinking of the feast lie is 
about to have in his cell. 

The Fabulous Frame reaches 
the fourth tier and walks 
around the corner on the way to 
his cell. He glances up and sees 
two green uniforms walking his 
way checking cells. 

The Fat Man panics. The 
thought of losing his precious 
cargo causes him to break out 
in a fat sweat. 

He swerves in mid-step and 
starts running. Just then The 
Man looks up and sees a huge 
object hurtling down the tier 
waving a huge plastic bag in 
the air behind him. 

The Man gives chase. Now 
The Fat One puts his Crisco 
Carriage into high gear, accel- 
erating to the frightening speed 
of four miles per hour. 

But that’s not fast enough. 
CDC's finest are greyhound thin 
from their snack-bar diet and 
easily corral The Lumbering 
Lummox. 

How humiliating! Caught 
cold turkey with the goods. 
(Well, not exactly cold turkey, 
but something just as edible.) 

The shame of it all. The Man 
parades the Fat One to the of- 
fice along with the evidence. 
The Gross Ghost's reputation is 
shattered, to say nothing of his 
stomach. 

"We never would have no- 
ticed you if you hadn’t been 
walking so slow," says the first 
man in green. 

"But sir, I was running!" 

"Don’t get smart with us, 

i Continued on page three) 
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A Still Small V oiee 

By Dr. G. W. Kleinmaier 
It has recently been "discovered" by behavioral 
scientists that there are certain basic values that 
are human needs, in the same sense that food and 
drink are. The absence of these values, they go on 
to say. produce disease, a kind of starvation, just 
as surelv as lack of food and water does. Further- 
more. these values seem beyond human power to 
obliterate. They appear to be eternal. 

Men of faith could have told the scientists that 
all the time. 

Yet. as eternal and as vitally important as these 
values are to the present and future of mankind, 
nevertheless men seem to go on with the hours, 
davs. and years of their lives, just as if these val- 
u«e were unimportant or irrelevant to their 
evervdav behavior. Thev not onlv fail to consider 
each other — they forget the One in whose pres- 
ence thev walk 

Th" following is a list of some of these basic 
essential values I would like to clarify what this 
list is about It is a list of basic needs of all men 
'and of each man — whether he will admit it to 
himself or notl. It is also a list of intaneibles— the 
kind of things that cannot be touched. Men are 
sometimes inclined to think that onlv needs of 
man are material needs— food. air. water, shelter, 
monev. things . This is a way of saving it’s not 
so — those are not the only needs: these also are 
basic needs: 

1. Love 5 Meaning 

2. Justice 6. Freedom 

3. Hope 7. Order 

4 Beauty 

You will notice many important values are 
missing An attempt was made to concentrate this 
list With basic values, there are many overlaps; 

‘ Truth" for instance can be included under 
"Meaning." 

Let us enlarge upon some of these 
Doctors have found that infants deprived 

of love are stunted in health, and physical 
growth They have more disease and ill health of 
manv kinds. Some actually die. even while other 
needs are supplied— from no other apparent rea- 
son than simple lack of love. And this is without 
even mentioning the many severe emotional 
problems caused by lack of love. 

Children who lack love are often caught up in 
an incessant, frantic, hungering chase all of their 
lives. They never slow down, and so paradoxically 
they prevent the very love they need, because 
they can’t stand still long enough for a stable re- 
lationship. Having had no practice in accepting 
love, they take the fact that they haven’t had it as 
proof that they aren’t worthy, and lose hope that 
it will ever come. Or even convince themselves 
that they don’t want it even though they still 
need it. 

To overcome their self-doubts, they demand 
impossible proofs, and become vindictive when 
the evidence of love and fairness is unequal to 
their extreme and unreasonable demands. As a 
substitute for love they often seek after sex. 
money, possessions, or attention (even disapprov- 
ing attention is preferred to none. and. in a per- 
verse switch, they may convince themselves that 
they want only disapproving attention, and they 
hate society i. 

Love includes numerous things The wise 
ability to discover when and how to extend trust 
and succeed, in a case where few others would 
ever try. is just as important as the ability to dis- 
trust. and the consistent lack of balance in either 
direction is the mark of a fool. 

There are probably more times when people 
fail to trust, when an enlarged analysis of the 
situation would call for trust, than the reverse. 
This human folly is the source of a great deal of 
human misery, and obstructs the realization of 
tremendous potential. 

Justice (including the daily justice we call 
fairness): It appears to be a human characteristic 
that before an individual can mature, he almost 
always requires vivid human examples of mature 
behavior in the presence of his own immaturity. 
All the while protesting loudly that it is not true, 
most of us still appear to require examples of* 
leadership and maturity before we begin td trans- 
form ourselves. 

Many men have not stopped being boys until 
they have that opportunity. However, it can be 
one of the greatest of God’s blessings to men to 
be privileged to observe another man begin to 
transform his life even from the depths of prison, 
because you yourself took the difficult path of 
mature behavior in the presence of immature 
behavior, and to know that the single fact of your 
presence on earth has helped to mediate a change 
for the better in the life of another. Thus, the 
mixture of justice — not with mercy, but with a 
kind of caring — has the power to transfotm lives. 

The world of mankind could not exist in the 
absence of hope, any more than it could in the 
absence of love or justice. The same is true of 
beauty, freedom, meaning, and order. 


PENAL PRESS 


by John Severnson Watson 

PENAL DIGEST INTERNATIONAL. Iowa city, 
Iowa— (Aug.) Another outstanding edition albeit 
only 32 pages in length All the excellent articles 
too numerous to name but "Hey Mr Legislator" 
on the editor’s page, and "The Duty and the Ac- 
ceptance” on the publisher’s page were super- 
lative Layout still shaky in spots and the page 
numbers are still ant-size. Ricardo's photography 
just great. The Florida prison story was frighten- 
ing and enlightening. Penal Press column much 
too brief. Statistics supplied by PDI on Califor- 
nia prison deaths are suspect. Whatever hap- 
pened to the penal contest rules you guys were 
going to announce in the July issue? 

CMC COMMUNICATOR. San Luis Obispo, Cal. 
— (Sept. 10) Good photos, good stories, excellent 
repro. Two good features. "Off the Feature Desk” 
by Matt Madison and They're Rotten" by Ralph 
King. (Sept. (17) Another fine effort. 


A further word about love and order. A strange 
combination, you say? Let us see. First of all. 
more about love Love seems almost a sissy word 
among men. but that is only because when men 
think about love, they think about soft things, be- 
cause that kind of love is so much a part of the 
relationships with babies and women, and be- 
cause they grew up to think of love in thoselerms 
and therefore often with a measure of cqrftempt 

The role of women makes them at home with 
all kinds of love, but for men it is important to 
realize that there is a kind of love that is not in- 
appropriate among men. and is a fact quite com- 
patible with (even evidence of) superior manliness 
and superior humanness, no matter whether 
directed toward men. women, children, or even 
other creatures. This kind of love is called caring 
— and true caring is the most genuine base for a 
sense of responsibility. It is not easy. But then the 
best seldom is. That’s what makes it the best. 

There are many kinds of love — sexual love, 
infant love, parent loving, caring Of these, 
caring is the highest development of each of the 
other kinds (except, of course, infant love). 

This then is a good time to consider, order, and 
to understand that, far from being incompatible 
with mature love, it is a necessary accompani- 
ment of it. 

Remarkedly enough, none ttf th£ pFime values 
spoken of here are basically in conflict with each 
other; instead they progressively lead us to a 
more and more harmonious sense of wholeness 
about everything. Thus it is also easy to see fur- 
ther meaning in the fact that the basic values 
ultimately seem to merge into one another, and 
why there can be meaning in such statements as: 
Ideal love equals Ideal Justice, Ideal Justice 
equals Ideal Order, Order equals Meaning. Mean- 
ing is Freedom, Freedom is Hope, and so on. 

A little thought will reveal that order is just as 
necessary to mankind as love, or any of the other 
basic values. Order pertains directly to values, to 
learning, to organization, to law, to government, 
to responsibility, to mature caring, and thus to 
love. The opposite of order is chaos. Order is as 
necessary to society as a brain is to man. and as 
necessary to man as his sanity. 

Thus, here we have the elements of rehabilita- 
tion, not only of prisoners, but of all mankind. 
We need to return to the basics, and admit our 
needs, and thus gain compassion for the needs of 
others. In reviewing our caring about basic val- 
ues, it is clear that mankind needs to return to 
the source. 
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Bastille by the Bay 

By John Severson Watson 

I have asked John Watson to do a guest Bastille this week and I'm sure 
what he has to say will be enjoyed by all Then, too, I'm tired of his threats, 
and this will give him the chance to get it all out of his system. That, and 
quit bugging the News staff. 


The two of them met over a cinnamon roll 

Sam spoke first. "Did you hear about Melvin?" 

"No. What happened?" replied Charlie. 

‘Well." said Sam, "you remember that human he took a liking 
to. You know, that goofy guy that wears glasses and is the editor of 
the San Quentin News." 

"Yeah, that was a strange relationship to say the least. Of course. 
Melvin wasn't wrapped too tight himself." 

"You can say that again." chuckled Sam 

"All right. Melvin wasn’t wrapped too tight himself." 

"You know,” said Sam as he glared at his friend, "if 1 didn't 
know y'otf better, I'd think you were a parrot instead of a fly." 

"Look, I didn’t stop here to be insulted. Tell me what happened 
to Melvin." 

"Well, you probably heard about the human moving to the west 
block a while back. He didn’t take Melvin with him. And that 
turned out to be fatal.” 

"Why? What happened?" exclaimed Charlie. 

"Melvin tried to join his friend in the west block by ‘flying the 
friendly skies of United Airlines’, but he forgot his oxygen mask 
He was buried last week." 

“Gee I never thought about that ... a fly should not ‘fly United’." 


The Fat Phantom was-baffled. The problem certainly seemed 
simple enough to solve at first 

He went to the maintenance office and asked if he could use their 
scales. The officer on duty looked at The Obese One and clamored. 
"You've got to be kidding.” 

The Bubbly Blubber explained why he wanted to use the scales. 
The officer yelled, "Out!” as he pointed to the door. 

The next stop was the education building. Some question, same 
reaction. 

The Gross Ghost then checked the library, the refrigeration 
shop, the machine shop and the print shop. They all reacted in the 
same horrified manner. 

The Beautiful Blimp looked at his T.D. Ventura watch ( wind it 
up and it causes bloodshot eyes ). Then he realized he had spent all 
morning trying to find the scales. 

He glanced at the watch again. Time for one more inquiry. The 
Mirthful Monster rolled his fabulous frame to the industries main- 
tenance shop and asked Jack Colby in the grinding room the big 
question. 

Surprise! Colby had the equipment and was very receptive to the 
request. 

The Fat Phantom beamed as he stepped toward the scales. He 
carefully noted the indicator on the weighing machine and jotted 
down the figure. 

He rushed back to the maintenance area and consulted Mel 
Printemps, maintenance office clerk. 

"I told you it wouldn’t be too heavy. Your air mail letter to 
Spain weighs less than one-half an ounce, qualifying it for the 
special rates." 

Printemps gazed with admiration and delight at the guy who 
insists that ‘‘Fat is beautiful.” 

Another exciting chapter in the life of The Fat Phantom came to 
an end. 


The emergency meeting began in the middle of the night. The 
ants listened attentively as their leader stood on top of the ant hill. 

"It’s the gravest crisis in our lengthyhistory," he began. "Al- 
ready our ranks have been decimated Ho the^point of extinction." 

"Never before have the cons’Stooped to such^irty tactics in their 
never-ending war with us. They just nonchalantly leave it on the 
shelves in their cells.” • 

“They have disguised the lethal dosage in a very attractive pack- 
age. It has had a hypnotic effect on our city of ants." 

"But sir," an ant in the audience said, "the cons use it themselves 
with no ill effects.” 

"That’s true,” replied the king ant. "but just remember the con- 
tents. Citric acid, dextrose, tricalcium phosphate and ascorbic acid 
are only some of the ingredients.” 

The meeting ended with everyone agreeing to avoid further con- 
tact with the contents of the attractive package. 

But one ant continued to wonder how the packages were even- 
tually going to effect their enemy, the blueclad inmates. 

After all, they drank staggering amounts of cold drink mixes. 


Wanted: One themonuclear dynamo operator. Must know the 
triple compound refractor process in addition to computing the 
nitrogen atom spheroid conter for chemical reaction. Also be 
able to manufacture hydrogen jsion compound 
No experience necessary. 


Movie Critic Department — An observation has been made while 
viewing movies at the local cinema here at the Bastille by the Bay. 
The longer the screen credits are at the start of the flick, the big- 
ger turkey it turns out to be. 


Doc Huffman, west block resident and lead clerk in the mainte- 
nance office, was overheard giving advice to a buddy going to the 
board: "Be sincere . . . even if you have to fake it.” 


Did you hear about the Willie Wade watch? Wind it up and it 
does absolutely nothing. 


All this talk about penal reform is fine. Until a blueclad reads 
the announcement board for the Chapel Sunday service entitled 
"Probation After Death." Gee, the Adult Authority sure is hard to 
shake! 
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Adult Authority Enacts 1971 Resolutions 


Mr James H Hoover, a member of the Adult Autority, 
visited With KSQ-radio broadcastors Bob Fennelly and 
Carl Alaimo on Oct. 20. and save an in depth report on 
the new Resolutions passed bv the Adult Authority. 


These Resolutions, and what 
blue, are as follow s 

A 1’arCdc Division delegated 
authority to release in- 
mates at the most opti- 
mum time within ho days 
before their official sched- 
uled release date • Adult 
Aolhont) Resolution — 

• M;i fl' i dive was to 
provide more motivation 
for inmate^ to obtain the 

!'V offertnu them an ear- 
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mum Parole Plans repre- 
senfs the proper caution 
of an initial program un- 
dertaking It 1 $ anticipated 
however, that the future 
rate will reflect the re- 
lease of most inmates to 
an Optimum Program It 
has also been anticipated 
that major differences in 
in rates between parole of- 
fices will disappear 
R Review for Discharge af- 
ter one year of parole for 
all parolees who have no 
arrests during that period 
1 AA Resolution =284 • 
• Major objective was to bet- 
ter motivate parolees to 
remain crime free by pre- 
senting a sh3h term goal 
and to conserve parole re- 
sources for those paroiees 
having difficulty and in 


they mean to the men in 

need of greater services. 

• During July, the first 
month of operation. 411") 
parolees with at least one 
year of arrest free were 
discharged Rased on 1807 
releases, it is estimated 
that 38'. of all releases 
will be arrest free after 
one vear Thus, there ma> 
be about 2.000 one year 
discharges from those pa- 
roled in 1871 After the 
current back log is elimi- 
nated. the rate should set- 
tle down t«» 150 to 2on one 
>oar discharges per month 

»’ Requires the Department 
of corrections to maxi- 
mize trail period of expo- 
sure to minimum custody 
setting for inmates to he 
released to parole. In- 
mates’ parol c date must 
be reconsidered if he 
doesn't receive minimum 
custody rating after it is 
granted Policy State- 
ment = 23 

t^Major objective is to in- 
crease protection to the 
community by trying each 
inmate under low super- 
vision before release to pa- 
role It is currently com- 
mon for inmates to be pa- 
roled from medium and 
occasionally from maxi- 
mum security. 

• The procedure just began 
in September, but it 
should materially decrease 
the need to maintain as 
many inmates at such in- 
stitutions as San Quentin. 
Soledad. and Folsom. 

D Recommend the commuta- 
tion of sentence for pa- 
rolees serving., life terms 
and who have been trouble 
free for over five years 
• Motion passed » 


• Major objective was to 
conserve parole resources 
for cases where supervi- 
ion is an actual need. 

• Routine operations have 
not yet begun because 
all extra casework efforts 
have been devoted to pro- 
cessing one year discharge 
cases It is anticipated that 
the routine presentation 
of such cases begin with 
those longest on parole 
by the Parole Division will 
begin in October 

• There arc currently over 
500 lifers on parole, over 
a third of whom have been 
on their current parole for 
10 years or more Ten pa- 
rolees have served over 
30 years each on parole 
If the sentences of these 
10 men had been com- 
muted after five years 
they would have made 
room for 60 new parolees. 

K Consider for discharge in- 
active “Parolee at Large” 
cases which remain arrest 
free for considerable per- 
iods Regin to discharge 
those parole absconders 
arrest free for 15 years, 
then 10 years, then 7 
years, with a possibility of. 
consideration at 5 years ' 
• Motion passed » 

• Main objective was to in- 
courage those parolees 
who abscond to remain 
free of crime by offering 
the possibility of eventual 
discharge Also should al- 
low long time absconders 
to rejoin the community 
as former _ offender who 
has paid his debt to soci- 
ety 

These Special Adult Author- 
ity Motions. Resolutions, and 
Policy Statements appear to 
have the most positive solutions 
offered thus far to change the 
present outdated system which 
is costing the taxpayers more 
money than they should have 
to pay out. 


Our Search for Completeness 


R> Dale L. Daniels 

We are each an island within ourselves form 
the moment the umbilical cord is cut separating, 
us from our mother's womb This simple opera- 
tion is also symbolic of our separation from God 
and we firflj ourselves alone We have no parents, 
no brothers or sisters, nothing We are alone, in- 
completeness haunts our souls, and our subcon- 
seicnce may spend a lifetime seeking fulfillment 
As a dry leaf in the wind, we begin our search 
from hil! top to valley, front valley to plain, down 
rivers and skirting lakes, with many falling into 
a gutter from where they continually search, 
until death wins the race 
In this bewildered and desperate search we 
turn to various methods of fulfilling our needs. 
As a child we 'll turn to mother because she is the 
first to give us comfort But many times mother 
is busy with her daily tasks, or she may be ab- 
sorbed in her own search antt is unable to help 
with ours We may turn to dad. or brother, or sis- 
ter. hut we find they are engrossed in their 
searches, too Then we ll turn to others It may be 
o jr teacher, the family doctor, the pastor, priest 
or a friend down the street Our efforts are met 
with disappointment time after time 
Then in the llower of our youth we begin search- 
ing among those of our own age. those whose 
minds are open and more understanding, who 
feel the same needs Although they may misinter- 
pret the needs, as we do. the willingness to ex- 
periment is as strong as cur own and we lose the 
fear of being ridiculed 

We begin experiments in sex pretending that 
it is love To ward off possible rejection, well 
accept drinking and dope as tickets to acceptance. 

Why does logic hide behind love-making until 
gratification is gained” Why. do we become sick 
"f ourselves, sick of drinking. siek of laughter, 
sick of our work and looking for fulfillment and 
accepting indulgence instead” So many, while in 
«.ar youth, maim ourselves falling over obstacles 
and stupidities We’ll take years escaping our 


parents, years getting our feet out of the ruck of 
sentimentality 

In our quest to solve the puzzle of life, many 
of us throw up a roadblock, not only for ourselves 
but for others: We ll reach for another in des- 
peration and bind them to us in marriage and 
wreck their lives as our own. We chafe and hate 
ourselves for it and lie about our love, and what- 
ever potentialities we have will die jn husbandry. 

We lose our chance to live and realize our- 
selves by being stricken in our youth with social 
paralysis. 

Where is the answer” Wherein we find the 
liquid to fill our empty cups? 

“And Adam said. This is now bone of my bones, 
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called woman, 
because she was taken out of man. Therefore 
shall a man leave his father and mother, and 
shall cleave unto his wife and they shall be one 
flesh." iGcnesis 2 23-241 

The male and female were created that from 
two they became as one, or one flesh; and when 
they become one. then taken together they are a 
human being in his fullness; but without this 
conjunction they are two, and each is. as it were, 
a divided or half human being. 

To find completeness, we must find the other 
half cf our being. We must find the one who 
shares cur thoughts, our desires, our fears, our 
understanding and our dreams. When this half of 
ourselves is found, no longer will we seek fulfill- 
ment through only sek. nor in a bottle or a trip 
No longer will we seek through pretense of love, 
or through a false religion. No longer will we be 
haunted by the desire to look over the next hori- 
zon or into the universe, we'll have come home 
and found ourselves! 

After finding our “other half. " we become as a 
whole. Those tasks which were so boring before 
become enjoyable and easier, as with a one- 
armed man who is equipped wit 1 a new arm 
Our longings are filled, our desires are satisfied, 
our dreams become realities and we find our way 
back to God and understanding. 

f 


Question: VSBat is The 
Modern Revolution? 


Raymond S. Tanner 
From time to time a person 
is faced with the necessity of ex- 
plaining or defending his 
thoughts. Therefore, conies the' 
purpose for this article I shall 
open with a quote from a book 
of which 1 am familiar, written 
by Helen and Scott Nearing, 
titled "Living the Good Life.” 

“Never forget that from the 
private ownership of the means 
of production, through the 
monopoly of natural resources 
and patents, the control over 
money, the imposition of the 
tribute called interest,’ the 
gambling centers which trade 
in the commodities' and 'secu- 
rities. ' the price control and the 
domination by the wealth-lords 
of the agencies which shape 
men's minds and the machinery 
of government, exploitative 
coercive social order is rigged 
and manipulated for the rich 
and the powerful and against 
the poor and the weak. Keep 
out of the clutches of the sys- 
tem and you havelTgeod chance 
of subsistence. Accept The sys- 
tem. with its implications and 
ramifications and you will be- 
come a helpless cog in an imper- 
sonal. implacable, merciless 
machine operated to make rich 
men richer and powerful." 

I believe that the attitudes 
and ideals of the American 
society, the money orientated, 
wealth-worshipping, acquisi- 
tive. grasping, society are ana- 
thema to the natural and 
healthy development of human 
beings, as well living against 
the teachings of most of the 
great religions. “The Love of 
money, and all that money 
buys, is the root of all evil.” 
Still what a person is, not what 
he has. is the only tj;ue measure. 

The more I see of a system 
where everything is considered 
primarily in its relation to 
money, and the means to get 
it brings, become the end in- 
stead of the means, it is then 
loved or desired, for its own 
sake, and then the bibical in- 
junction applies. So long as any 
man works and strives for any- 
thing more than the necessities, 
he is doing so for the love of 
money, or wealth, itself, and 
this is the evil that the great 
Gallilean prophet warned 

FAT FANTOIVT. . . 

■ Continued from page one* 

Fats. You were walking so slow 
it looked like you were crawl- 
ing.” said Edgar. 

“That’s right.” replied Char- 
lie. “We thought you'd had one 
too many thorizines." 

Fade out. 

Act 3: 

Charlie and Edgar shake the 
cell down. The Fat Phantom is 
clean. 

“All right. Fat Man. no more 
crawling on the tiers and no 
more food in plastic bags." 

"Gee. you guys really punish 
lawbreakers, don't you?” 

Edgar hands back ie ID 
card, glares at the Stupendous 
Shadow, and shakes his head 
from side to side in puzzlement 

Charlie studied Frisco Fats as 
he said. "It sure looked like 
Pruno from a distance." 

"Aw, come oil fellas. My m.o. 
is chow, not booze." 

“Well.” said the man in green, 
“that's not hard to believe when 
looking at you" 

Charlie and Edgar slowly 
walk down the tier, with Char- 
lie muttering to no one in par- 
ticular. “I've been working in 
this block seven years and 
that's the first bust' I've ever 
heard of for rice pudding!” 


against. Above one's actual 
needs, it is degrading to strive 
unless it be for the love of one’s 
own work alone — as the artist, 
poet, composer, farmer, or 
whatever 

My poor old daddy struggled 
to learn and play and to com- 
pose music just for the love of 
the art Yet the system is so in- 
human everything tends to be 
measured in dollars and cents, 
that he. with all the talent and 
creativeness he had to give the 
money, or wealth, the more I 
am convinced that this country 
is headed for trouble Money, or 
wealth, of course, is neither 
good nor bad. but when wealth 
and power over men and affairs 
world, was never able to do so. 
because the man who is willing 
or able to make the most money 
and let everything else take 
second place in life always gets 
the best of everything. And 
those others, who cannot deny 
wholly their innate, humanity 
and creativity, get only what is 
left. That is why things are 
wrong. The best men. the men 
with the highest gifts and abili- 
ties. are penalized, while the 
money-grubber, the grasping, 
acquisitive, avaricious money- 
lover is rewarded, praised, and 
held up as an example. 

We all need to think along 
these lines. It does no good to 
mouth the teachings of the Gal- 
lilean or the others, and then go 
on doing the opposite, as most 
of us do. We think that because 
a person is rich and powerful, 
he is therefore “right” or 
"good." and is therefore to be 
obeyed, or at least, respected. 
The opposite is the more proper 
assumption. 

In this day and age of wor- 
ship of wealth, when the very 
meaning and purpose of life is, 
at bottom, interpreted in mate- 
rialistic terms; where every- 
thing considered worthwhile 
is so only in its relation to a 
materialistic, wealth producing 
philosophy; all of the higher 
finer instincts of man are penal- 
ized. muted, discouraged . and 
destroyed. 

It is no accident that the 
greatest leaders of men were, 
for the most part, poor and 
penniless. They knew. “Ye can- 
not serve two masters.” as the 
saying goes. We all have to 
“Choose whom ye serve” 
sooner or later^ dodge it as we 
may. Rich men. for the most 
part, are those who have chosen 
money as their master. That is. 
they have sacrificed their hu- 
manity and denied their di- 
vinity by putting all on the altar 
of wealth. To do so is less than 
human. 

These are hard truths. Most 
people are unwilling to think 
about them, and the system we 
live in encourages not to think 
about them. We are encouraged 
to buy, consume, "get” more 
and more “things." coddle our- 
selves. satisfy every whim, pam- 
per ourselves like children by 
letting no desire, no want, go 
unsatisfied. This is infantile, 
childish, irresponsible and in 
the end suicidal! 

All these things are what the 
>tncere. really concerned 
people, young and old alike, are 
trying to change. And. we h<qr. 
can change also But we have ib* 
want to change, and we can 
only do this when we see a 
better way. It is such a funda- 
mental change, such a reversal 
of values, that I wonder if soci- 
ety can stand the strain without 
coming apart at the seams. 
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BENITO "CROW" IBARRA is shown displaying an award given him 
for his "outstanding and dedicated service" to the fight program 
here at San Quentin. Crow has been the matchmaker for the cards 
for 3 Vj years. This award plaque, or "Certificate of Appreciation," 
was presented to him last week by the Supervisor of Recreation, 
Travis Lee Baker. 


Gym Crew Stars Chalk Up 
Second Win Over Yardbirds 


By Bucky Walker 

On Sunday, Oct. 17, the Yard- 
birds again decided to lake on 
the Gym Crew hoopsters in an 
attempt to make amends for last 
weeks' 101-67 loss to them The 
results were just about the 
same, the Gymsters won over 
the Yardbirds, but the score was 
much closer this time. 119-109. 

Again it was superstars Joe 
Ratti and Bobby Moore who 
carried their team to victory. 
Ratti rattled the hop for 37 
points with Moore on his heels 
with 36. High scorer for the 
losers. Herman Moore, again 
led his team, with teammates 
Redman Myers and Pistol Pete 
Thompson contributing 23 and 
20 points respectively. 


Ratti and Moore’s fast-break 
tactics completely davastated 
their opponents as the winners 
led at the half by a score of 58- 
43. Playing with only seven men. 
the Gym Crew r badly outclassed 
the Yardbirds. With Curly 
Curtis and Sweet Winky Thomp- 
son repeatedly stealing the ball, 
the Birds had trouble getting 
the ball past the half-court line 

Bobby Moore and hard-play- 
ing Bob Linsley fouled out of 
the game in the second half, 
and that gave the Yardbirds a 
chance to catch up a little. 

It it this reporter’s opinion 
that, with two or three players 
from the yard team added to the 
gym crew, that this team could 
whip any prison team in Cali- 
fornia and most outside teams. 



STEETS AND GLUMP 



See where you gel your next slice of bread you flyin' 

troublemakers! 


THE SAN QUENTIN NEWS 


Sports Shorts 

By T. D. Ventura 
During the three-day holiday 
the gym and the lower yard 
were busy with various activi- 
ties. An inmate variety show 
was held on Saturday and Sun- 
day, and basketball, volleyball, 
handball, and boxing all got 
their fair share of play. 

Noon Gym 

The gym will now be open 
from 11.30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m>. 
during the noon hour for those 
men who do not wish to go to 
chow. This is during the week- 
days, as the gym is open all day 
on weekends and holidays. 

Second BB Draft 
Men utilizing the gym facili- 
ties during this period must 
dress out just as they have to 
during regular gym hours. This 
is only an experimentation at 
present. 

Officials Needed 
Officials are very badly need- 
ed for both the intramural bas- 
ketball and volleyball season. 
Men officiating will be paid at 
the conclusion of the season. 
$5.00. An efficient and capable 
scorekeeper is also needed. 

Chess Notes 

More chess players are need- 
ed for the three categories. 
A. B. & C. In all divisions, men 
will be paid in the position they 
finish. 

A second intramural basket- 
ball draft will be held on either 
October 31st or November 1st. 
At the present, there are only 
about 45 men signed up and 
playing on the four teams. 

Handball News 
A handball tournament was 
held down at the lower lower 
yard on Veteran’s Day (Monday) 
and the complete nip-down arid 
winners will be announced as 
soon as tournament coordina- 
tor. Tudy Merjil, sends in his 
report to the News. 

Keep Trying 

And the Yardbirds, who keep 
coming back defeat after defeat 
in their gallant efforts to beat 
the Gym Stars, lost another one 
to their adversaries last week, 
142-104. Joe Ratti was high 
scorer. Maybe the law of aver- 
ages doesn't apply here, fellas! 


WHAT CHICKEN? 

My sister, Ginny, grabbed this 
cat and says quite vehemently: 
“I seen ya steal that chicken, ya 
no good varmi’t!” “Sure,” the 
guy stammers. "But don’t ya 
see me runnin’ home fer the 
money to pay fer it?” 


Speaking of chickens, a cute 
little gal stopped by the farm to 
buy one. Grandpaw asked: Do 
you want a pullet?” 

“No,” she replied innocently, 
“I’ll carry it home.” 


YOUNG TV SET 
They say TV is still in its in- 
fancy. which helps tp explain 
why you have to get up so much 
to change it! 


when your thoughts 
are out of order 
you are near 
a dangerous border 
— Aikin 


In Denmark, a young man 
stunned the world by giving 
birth to a baby — exclaimed the 
father: "1 only hope he grows 
up to be half the man his mother 
is!” 


After a man has spent a for- 
tune on a woman, he’s earned 
the right to call her precious. 


By T. D. VENTURA 


PIRATES RISE FROM THE DEAD TO CAPTURE SERIES! 


It has been said over and over so many times before that "one 
should never count someone out before he knocks him out!” . . 

And so it was with the Baltimore Orioles in this year's World Series 
classic. The Pittsburgh Pirates pulled a no-no. as it was held 
by many that their chances of ripping off the Mighty Birds for the 
championship was about as much a chance as Spiro T. Agnew be- 
ing labeled a Liberal! , 

And fis the town of Pittsburgh went mad, a lot of big-mouths 
with their educated guessing and their professional insight and 
confident predictions ate a lot of crow! . . . Just look at what those 
persistent Bucs did: not only did they make a lot of sportswriters 
and sportscasters go into hiding, but they disappointed several 
thousand Baltimore fans and sent the usual quiet town of Pitts- 
burgh into riotous celebration in which the celebrants really tore 
up the place fthat’s probably the only comforting thing to Oriole 
fans, huh) . . . But more than that, they were directly responsible 
for a mass migration of blueclads to San Quentin’s PC and B sec- 
tions; in fact, after the Bucs whipped Baltimore for the third 
straight game, requests for advanced reservations were being made 
by inmates realizing Jjieir mistake! . . . You say they’re sleeping 
three to a bunk over therb now? 

Pirate fans quickly diminished after they lost game number 
two. and many thought to themselves: “Looks like a four-game 
sweep,” or "Those Pirates sure are dead now — it’s only a matter 
of time before the Orioles put ’em outa their misery’” 

But then, something happened that very few expected : Pitts- 
burgh rallied to capture three straight in their home 'park bv 
throwing everything at Baltimore but the batboy. and all cf a sud- 
den heads popped up. eyes opened, mouths went agape, and a lot 
of doubting Thomases popped open another can of beer and started 
to wonder. And the Series, which by all means was over in the 
minds of many, took a new edge and those overly-confident Balti- 
more fans began to sweat a litUe. "Naw. it's impossible! How many 
teams come back to win the Series after losing the first two games?” 

Then the oddsmakers had the Classic even: now the Bucs were 
favored to win . . . And the>est is history! 

Roberto Clemente, who w r on the Most Valuable Player award 
for his outstanding playing and hitting ability, was virtually a one- 
man wrecking crew against Baltimore; not that he beat ’em single- 
handedly, but he was the foreman of that wrecking crew — that 
you can believe! 


The Orioles might have had all the 20-game winners in the 
league, but the Bucs had Steve Blass, Nelson Briles. and a young- 
ster named Bruce Kison who didn't scare too easy; and w r ho needs 
20-game winners to win a world championship anyway? 


The biggest disappointments of the Series were Pittsburgh’s 
Willie Stargell (this year’s National League HR kingl and Balti- 
more s Boog Powell. Neither man gave a good account for himself 
in any of the seven games; probably, if either one of them did what 
was expected of him, the Series could have been changed around — 
depending on which one. In short, both were rally killers. 


The Pirates did set one record however, they left more men 
stranded on base than any other Series team (over 65)— breaking 
the previous high of 57. Part of the reason that more runs weren’t 
scored, too, was that all of the key blows were hit with no one on 
base or just one man on < especially in the last three games* played). 
Both clubs had the bags jammed on several occasions with the top 
of the order up but failed to produce runs. All the big sticks could 
do was strike out. pop up, or ground into double plavs ! . . And 
why so many Pirate batters hit to Oriole third-sacker. Brooks 
Robinson, is beyond me. That man is a defensive unit all bv him- 
self! ? 

☆ ☆ ☆ 


AFTERMATH . . . Well, now that it's all over for another year, 
the aftermath of its wake left the following: The Orioles returned 
dejectedly to face their disappointed fans in Baltimore mumbling 
to themselves that famous S. F. Giant’s cliche: “Well, there’s always 
next year.” And the Pirates returned to the shambles of what used 
to be a complete city and were greeted by several jubilant fans 
who were probably preoccupied burning, looting, and raping to 
celebrate their team’s sweet victory! And managers Danny Mur- 
laugh <Bucs) and Earl Weaver Orioles! put in reservations to the 
nearby general hospital to ha' their ulcers checked: and millions 
of football fans can now have tne set all to themselves without hav- 
ing to share it with a bunch of baseball nuts. 

2 fter a11 is peace again> il should be noted that this vear’s 
World Series should go down as one of the greatest— if not the 
greatest ever! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 


.... ..... . 1 uiiuc.siaiiQ mai tne fat rnantom 

is gomg to dress up as John Watson and really throw a scare into 
the kiddies on Halloween night! ... Of course Phil Clark- and Bob 
Roberts will go out trickin' as themselves (come on fellas vou 
want people to get heart attacks?) ...And David and Chester Qu'en- 
tm aren’t going out this year— they plan to stay at the studio of 
KMJ and trick us into listening to another one of their shows— 
yuk. . . And before I go any further, let me make mvself perfectly 
clear— I m gom' out as a ghost! . . J would write more, but I've 
treated you readers enough (whadd’ya mean — tricked!) And 

before I run out of room— HAPPY ANNIVERSARY. Mom and Pop! 

. . . And goodmte. BUZZ, hold on Brother ... 
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Prison Ombudsman Bill 
Clears Another Hurdle 


SACRAMENTO — Legislation 
aimed at creating a prison om- 
budsman to hear complaints 
from inmates of the state's 13 
penal institutions cleared an- 
other major obstacle last week 
when it was approved by the 
Senate (iovernmental Organi- 
zation Committee 
The bill. AB 1181. by Assent- 
bivtv.an Frank Murphy. R Santa 
I'ru; calls for the creation of a 
joint Legislation committee on 
Corrections Administration, as 
well a> an (Ombudsman for Cor- 
rections 

Powers of Office 
While the ombudsman would 
hear principally complaints 
from inmates, his staff would 
not be confined to discussions 
with prisoners He could also 
listen to complaints from prison 
staff— guards and administra- 
tion. and take action to remedy 
problems. 

The oflice would have the jur- 
isdiction to investigate com- 


plaints. and file suit to provide 
remedies The legislation speci- 
fically provides that no person 
shall have a right to an ombuds- 
man hearing, and provides that 
the oflice need not act on com- 
plaints where other remedies 
are available, or where the com- 
plaint is frivolous 

Under terms of the bill, all 
complaints from inmates would 
be confidential It is anticipated 
that one of the powers of the 
oflice would be the ability of 
:he ombudsman to expose penal 
problems to publicity in an ef- 
fort to solve them. 

Hearing 

During the hearings on the 
bill last Thursday. Murphy told 
committee members that if ap- 
proved. the plan for an ombuds- 
man may cut down on the vol- 
ant n of applications for writs 
;>f habeas corpus. He said that 
the ombudsman and his staff 
zould discourage meritless ap- 
plications. 



HOWARD ROOK (Ie4) new Rabbi's clerk trying out desk aided by 
John Puckett, congregation president. 


Rook to be New Rabbi's Clerk 


John Puckett, president of 
Congregation Beth Shalom, to- 
day welcomed congregant How- 
ard B Rook as the new congre- 
gation clerk in anticipation of 
the impending parole of the 
Rabbi's clerk 

Rook brings to the job a 
wealth of experience in both 
Judaism and office administra- 
tion. having been active in the 
Jewish congregation at CMC 
East, and presently assigned to 
the busines oflice in industry 
His ability to work with men 
and handle their problems ef- 
ficiently will be an added asset 


to his new position. 

Two of the largest tasks fac- 
ing Howard at this time will be 
the planning and preparation 
of the services and dinner for 
Channukah (a San Quentin 
first*, and the cataloging of new 
books for the Jewish library 
that have been donated by the 
many outside friends of the 
congregation 

It is felt Howard will be more 
than capable of filling the posi- 
tion soon to be vacated by the 
present clerk, who has done 
much in organizing the overall 
Jewish activities at San Quentin. 



SHADES OF HALLOWEEN? The two pumpkins raised by "Pappy" 
Wagley at the ranch Unconfirmed rumors have it that John Watson 
and Bob Fennelly sat up all night on Halloween waiting for the 
Great Pumpkin," until the men in white coats came and gaffled 
them up. 


San 



Trouble Choosing 
Your Vocation? 

Have you been working hard- 
er. but enjoying it less? Do you 
find that you are dissatisfied 
with your new job as soon as 
you have , worked on it for a 
few short weeks 0 Then the oc- 
cupational placement shop 
might be the answer to your 
problem. 

Five Different Courses 

This program, under the guid- 
ance of Mr. H. B. Wright, offers 
five different courses for a per- 
son that is not quite sure just 
exactly what kind of work he 
wants to do. 

The courses involved in the 
working end of the program in- 
clude drafting, sheet metal, ma- 
chine lathe, oxy-acetylene w f eld- 
ing, as well as electric arc weld- 
ing. All of these courses are 
flexible, and probably overlap 
into the fields that you might 
wish to go into. 

All students arc required to 
lake one half day of academic 
study, along with the half day 
of on-the-job training. Mr. C. 
Edwards is the instructor in 
the academic classroom. The 
courses taught are related to the 
principles needed for the job. 

If an inmate desires to be an 
auto mechanic, the welding, 
lathe and drafting are courses 
related to this chosen field. Sc 
that, while not actually covering 
the chosen course of work, 
these courses will show that the 
student is either suited for this 
type of work or is not. If the 
student does not have the capa- 
bilities for the job that he 
would like to do. then Mr. J. 
Easley, supervisor of vocational 
education, evaluates the stu- 
dent's progress and recom- 
mends possibly a new r field that 
the student shows aptitudes 
toward. 

Comprehensive Study 

Mr. Easley stated that "A 
comprehensive study of the case 
history of the student is in- 
volved in the guidance of the 
student. Among the varied con- 
siderations are past work his- 
tory, custody status, probable 
or possible release date, and the 
behavior of the student.” 

Tests are given that are de- 
signed to give insight into the 
willingness of the student to 
learn by doing. Among the 
group of tests are color vision; 
intelligence, grade level, man- 
ual dexterity, eye-hand coordi- 
nation, and speed. 

The course is set up for 450 
hours, but may be lengthened 
or shortened, depending upon 
the student's progress or lack 
of it. Eligibility for any trade 
offered starts with this pro- 
gram. If an inmate is on the 
waiting list to go into a shop, 
because he takes this course, he 
is not deleted or replaced on 
the waiting list. If the student 
shows better than normal pro- 
gress. he is moved into the cho- 
sen field as soon as possible. 

Mr. Wright stated that "The 
purpose of the program is not 
to teach apprenticeship, but to 
expose the student to the voca- 
tion he might want to go into." 



Lower Yard Rocks to 
Inmate Variety Show 

By Bobby Blanton 

The Men’s Advisory Council < MAC) Inmate Variety 
Show was held Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 24-25 on the 
lower yard. The show had the walls of this inner-city 
rocking to the sounds of jazz, blues, and hard rock. 

The show was put together in less than a week, and the 
weatherman cooperated with blue skies and warm 


weather He was, in fact, the 
shining star of the^show, as the 
rain had fallen the day before. 

Ike White lead off both days 
backed by Ron Garrett on bass. 
Leroy Martin on drums, and 
Harry Davis, and Billy Ezzell 
on guitar. 

"Psychedelic” Ike broke a 
guitar string in the middle of 
his solo Saturday, but quickly 
picked up his harmonica to add 
more style to his playing. Ike 
will be leaving soon for Chino 
in the sunny south, and all who 
know him will wish him luck. 

Mr. Cliff Olsen, band director, 
added flavor to the show with 
his jazz clarinet. He was assisted 
by White on piano. Thdodore 
Morris on the bass and trom- 
bone. and James Victor on 
drums. 

Olsen also helped put the 
show together with the aid of 
Willie Wade Jr., president of the 
MAC. 

Casy Guevara then came on 
stage with his smooth Latin style 
playing and singing "La Ultima, 
Copa," a tango, and "The Gr 
Green Grass of Home." Casv 
also teaches guitar and has start- 
ed more than one man on his 

Due to our inability to procure the 
by press time, we have decided to 
publish the photos in o 


way to success. 

The SATE group, lead by 
Moody on guitar and bass, had 
fingers popping and toes tapping 
as they grooved. Louis Eckford 
set the beat on the drums, while 
Brim played guitar and bass. 

Guitar and tenor were added 
on Sunday by Gray and Walker, 
while Morris played the electric 
bass. 

Lige Dailey Jr. came on the 
stage with a "Mo Town" sound 
backed by the SATE group and 
a singing group that would make 
the Temps happy to hear them. 

Sidney Birdsong, Ross Rey- 
nolds. Michael Thurman and Ed- 
ward McCullough backed the 
group while the rhythm was 
handled by "Big" Oliver and 
Louis Eckford on Sunday. 

Many men in blue did not 
make it to the' yard on either day 
as they only had one day a week 
to make their canteen draws, 
while the second day was taken 
up by the movie. However, those 
who did attend appeared to 
enjoy themselves, and many 
voiced the hope that another 
show will be held in the near 
future. 

pictures of the inmate variety show 
run the story this week, and will 
ur November 12 issue. 


Death Row Inmate 
Commits Suicide 

Inmate M. R. Edwards. 52, 
committed suicide on con- 
demned row. Fridav, October 
29. 

Edwards, a condemned pris- 
oner from Los Angeles, was 
found hanging in his cell by a 
TV cord at approximately 10 
p.m. and was pronounced dead 
at Neumiller Hospital. 

At this writing no motive for 
his suicide has been uncovered, 
nor was a note found. 


Marin Countv Journal, April 27, 
1861: 

Discussing the reports of The 
Standing Committee of the 
State Prison, (at S.Q.), the Com- 
mittee defends the leasing of 
convict labor to private contrac- 
tors. "In the tailor shop, 60 men 
leased to the firm in San Fran- 
cisco for $18 per diem. The 300 
jnen in the brick yard will make 
i0 million bricks this summer, 
which are worth $10 per thou- 
sand.” 

According to the committee 
at this time, the count at the 
prison stood at 571 convicts. 


Paste 2 


Esque News Annual 
Penal Press Awards 

Bv John Scvornson Watson 

The following opinions will undoubtedly hurt some feelings, 
bruise many egos and bring forth letters of outrage and dissatis- 
faction from editors who will be ■'shocked" that their Pulitzer 
I rizc winning efforts are either downgraded or competelv left 
off this critic's list 

l nfortunately for this latter category, backslapping is not an 
acceptable substitute for quality writing. 

Most prison editors are handicapped with severe censorship, 
poor equipment in the print shop, and an appalling lack of interest 
or cooperation from their superiors and fellow inmates. 

All of the above is excusable. But there is no legitimate excuse 
for poor writing. An inferior writer cannot come across to the 
reader as an intelligent author, no matter how well the lavout or 
reproduction man jazzes up the article. 

This reviewer has been reading prison publications off and on 
for the past 15 years and it is quite apparent that approximately 
oO ' of prison efforts are pure garbage 

They whine, they snivel, they complain And they do all this in 
their unique brand-X form of 'writing. " They plagiarize material 
from any source that suits their fancy at the time and become in- 
dignant when exposed by others. 

I- or shame on those who fall into this category. And three long, 
loud cheers for others <who fall into the 20 r i range) that take 
pride in the final product: th#y look at themselves and their present 
environment with a cynical but truthful eye. 

TOP 15 PENAL PUBLICATIONS FOR 1971 
1 ECHO. Huntsville. Texas 
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i Make That Christmas 1 
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PENAL PRESS 


2 TIME Joliet. Illinois 

3 CHALLENGE. Howard. .Rhode Island 

4 EN E OPENER. McAlesteTr Oklahoma 

5 SAN Qt ENTIN NEWS. Tamal. California 

6 F > RESIDIO. Ft. Madison. Iowa 

4 DOPESTER. Avon Park. Florida 

8 CLARION. Frontera. California 

9. ADVOCATE. Lebanon. Ohio 

10 NEW COURIER. Buckinghamshire. England 

1 1 GSP NEWS. Reidsville. Georgia 

13 PONTIAC FLAG NEWS. Pontiac. Illinois 

14 ISLAND LANTERN. Steilcoom. Washington 

15 MENARD TIME. Menard. Illinois 

HONORABLE MENTION — Castle Courier. Portsmouth. New- 
Hampshire. CMC Communicator. San Luis Obispo. California; 
Sulclincr. Peace River. Alberta. Canada. 

W ORST PENAL P APERS — Too numerous to mention. However, 
they include about 80*7 of the publications that hit our desk. 
There s a three-way tie for first place in this dubious category; 
Spectator (alias the Spectacle). Jackson. Michigan; Weekly Scene. 
Somers. Connecticut: and the Weekly Progress (alias Weekly Re- 
Srcssi Marquette. Michigan. The Solar Screen, Fox Lake. Wiscon- 
sin. the Angolite. Angola. Louisiana and the Soledad Stardessl 
■News. Soledad. California are a close second 
BIGGEST PLAG1AR1ZER— Another very crowded field. But In- 
ti 1 ” \\ oriel. Parchntan. Mississippi is once again in a class bv itself. 
The Reflector of Pendleton. Indiana is a strong second. 
r ™ JS J lilPROk ED DURING 1971— Advocate. Lebanon. Ohio; 
t .ML C ommunicator. San Luis Obispo. California; GSP News 
Reidsville. Georgia 

BIGGEST DROPOFF DURING 1971-^Folsom Observor. Represa. 

( aiiforma; Walled Street Journal. Salem. Oregan; Outlet, Isle of 
«?Lir nBland: and Potpourri. Terminal Island. California. 

MOST OVERRATED PUBLICATIONS-Con-Ceptions. Spring- 
field Missouri; The Clock. Boise. Idaho; Stray Shots. Ft. Leaven- 
V°,t “ ansa * ; Enchanted News. Santa Fe. New Mexico; Vaca 
v a Rev star. Vacaville. California; and the Pioneer News. Chino 
California 

, PAB r 1 ; U ^ '' iE PENAL CIRCUIT — Another repeat winner 
here The Best Scene a k a The Worst Scene! shows the consis- 
tonev of cold porridge that is the talk of the penal circuit. The 
address is Rawlings. Wyoming which is adjacent to Dullsville. 

SPECIAL AWARD 'GOOD i— Apalachee Diary. Chattahoochee, 
rioriha A youth oriented institution that puts out a quarterlv 
effort that is outstanding.- Some veteran editors on the circuit 
v?£.,. s 2!*!*“ ons from 'here much younger fellow felons. 

... i?' ERRATED AWARD— Cowinners are the Criterion. 

Mansfield. Ohio, and the Messenger. Sioux Falls. South Dakota 
t nose two attempts at prison journalism occasionallv receive un- 
warranted praise fur their Mickey Mouse productions From other 
Mickey Mouse publications 

PEI PEE\ E AWARD— Prison papers that continue to use third 
class mail instead of the second class rale. The difference in cost 
is negligible and it cuts the delivery time in half. 

P I J. HUMOR— New Courier. Buckinghamshire, 

tnyand. The English sense of humor sparkles in virtually every 
ssuo Tins includes written humor and cartoons. Bloodv good show 
here, old chaps ’ 

W™ < 2 F T,I 5 year— A five-way tie for top honors. Bill 
III Echo Humsvillc Texas: Joe Milani. J-S Time. Joliet. 

n ’ B Ne " Courier - Buckinghamshire. England; 

airy Madol. Advocate. Lebanon. Ohio: and Phil Clark. San Quen- 
c , us ama * California (The last. is mentioned knowing full 
on the coming negative -comments will accuse this writer of 
smoke blow ing There's one reason and one reason oplv. Phil Clark 
lS 2V. ,s hc deserves to be there ) 

Oimnf.I 'v NAL J ,RE ? S C0LUMN — John Sevemson Watson. San 
hr , m l Tam , al Calif ornia The Cherub Critic is known 

!. o wt , U ’ C l >enaUlrcu,t for h >s penetrating analysis and acid 
' S no favorites, which makes him a unique prison writer. 
no is also very modest 


Phone Call Home 


55 By John Sevemson Watson 

55 ADVOCATE. Lebanon. Ohio — (Aug i This sec- 
ond anniversary issue is a big winner in spite of 
poor reproduction in spots and the misspelling of 
"rehabilitation” in the headline on page 35. (How 
can any felon misspell the most misunderstood 
and overused word in penology?) 

Congrats to Harry Madol. one of the very few 
competent editors on the penal circuit The front 
cover was superb and the contents that followed 
was a reader's delight 

Harry, a little tip here that will be big help to 
your readers Keep all paragraphs SHORT 
Page 23 seems like it contains a million words be- 
cause the na«'n has only two paraera^hs. All of 
page 24 IS ONE LONG PARAGRAPH 1 This is 
ridiculous: it’s also a big turn off for your many 
readers. 

An interesting rebuttal. "A Historical Liberal 
Speaks Out.” by your advisor. Mr. Imon L 
Mobley. This was in answer to the reprint from 
the J-S Time "You Tell Him." by A1 Dyon. Per- 
haps somewhere between these two divergent 
points of view is the answer 
Thanks for the flattering remarks about me in 
your penal press column I deserve them. 

Back to your striking front cover. When view- 
t* k-xc a a ■ in 6g this marvelous art work bv blacklight. it be- 

! t u h -_ l ;t Cn _ t ! eC “'?'l, tl ' at thc , 0fficcrs a , ss, 8 n f d ^*;e S even more remarkable The green, purple 

and black colors glow in such a manner that 




A recent memo from the wardens office out- 
lined the procedures for Christmas telephone 
calls. 

Those inmates wishing to place calls to a per- 
son on their approved correspondence list will be 
required to follow these procedures: 

• The man must have at least six months clean 
conduct, a work assignment with satisfactory 
work grades, and have been continuously in the 
Department of Corrections facility prior to July 
1. 1971. No telephone calls will be permitted for 
adjustment center, segregation, A section, or 
condemned row inmates. 

• The inmate requesting the call- must obtain 
the telephone number of the party he wishes to 
call, including the area code, and the permission 
of the party to be called 

• The inmate must fill out and return the re- 
quest form by Nov. 26. 1971 No request after 
that date will be considered. 

• The inntbte may make one collect call, either 
person to person, or station to station 

o The call must be limited to three minutes 
if the volume of requests is too great to permit 
longer calls 


to the north and west blocks will process the calls 
for these units, while classification and treatment 
staff will process the calls for the east and south 
blocks 

Telephone calls in the east and south blocks 
will be scheduled on Saturday and Sunday from 
8:30 a m. until 2:45 p.m. 

Telephone calls for the north and west units 
will be scheduled during the weekdays from 
6 p.m. until 10 p.m. only. 

The calls will be scheduled during the period 
from Dec. 4 through Dec. 30, excluding Dec. 24. 
25. and 26. 

In the event the party called refuses to accept 
the charges, no second attempt will be made. If 
the party is not at home, the inmate's request will 
go to the bottom of the list and a second call made 
as time permits. 

Telephone calls for the east and south blocks 
will be processed in the Protestant Chapel. Tele- 
phone calls for the west and north blocks will be 
processed in the units. 

Adult Authority Commended 
For New Stand on Sentences 

One member of the state legislature has com- 
mended the California Adult Authority for its 
action in agreeing to modify the controversial in- 
determinate sentence. 

Assembly Majority Leader. Assemblyman Wal- 
ter Karabian, D-.Monterey Park, lauded the action 
taken by the authority Monday. By a vote of five 
to two. the Authority voted to adopt a resolution 
endorsing a plan that would give most inmates a 
release date almost immediately after thev are 
committed 

Karabian said that while the action is not the 
complete answer it is a step in the right direction 
(Sacramento Legal Press) 


"And enter not into judgment with thy servant: 
For in thy sight shall no man living be justified." 

Psalms (143:2) 
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would please any psychedelic admirer. 

Harry you've brought this magazine a long, 
long way during the past two years. Congrats, 
once again, for an outstanding effort 

MIRROR. Stillwater. Minn. — (Aug. 20 and Sept. 
3» Vast improvement here in layout, repro. photos 
and content. Two excellent sport pages. Dick 
Irwin continues to crack me up. 

FORUM, Lincoln. Neb— i Aug. 17i The Pillar 
and Spectator revisited 

NEWSLETTER, Keswick. Ontario, Canada — 
(Summer) Not a very original name for a news- 
letter. Or is it? This small paper is from "a half- 
way house for the rehabilitation of the released 
prisoners.” Rehabilitation? AFTER the prisoner is 
released??? What an unique concept. 

PASS TIMES. Banning Cal. — (Sept.) An Honor 
camp for Riverside county inmates. The two 
pictures on page seven is a clever, thought pro- 
voking presentation. The first one shows an 
astronaut walking on the moon with the caption, 
“Where a dream is reality.” The second photo 
shows a guy sticking a needle in his arm for a 
"Fix” with a caption. “And reality is a dream.” 

IN CROWD. Buford. Ga. — (Aug.) A good 62- 
page magazine by a youth oriented prison. Photos 
vary from bad to mediocre to good. Table of con- 
tents on page two but no other page numbers any- 
where in this periodical. The Man Has Arrived" 
was a good lead story. Overall, a very promising 
issue. 

GSP NEWS. Reidsville. Ga. — (Aug 15) A five- 
star rating for this superb effort. Layout, repro 
and stories all top quality. Congrats to another 
new editor for this paper. Janies Shearer. 

PIONEER NEWS. Chino Cal. — (Sept. 15) A 
good repro. fair photos, no written humor and no 
cartoons. The stories were dry and uninteresting. 

Prison Not Entitled lo Book 
Sale Royalties of Prisoner 

SAN FRANCISCO — San Quentin prison takes 
25 percent of the royalties when a convict writer 
sells a book, but the California Supreme Court 
says the institution has no right to the money 

And that goes even though the deduction is de- 
posited in the Inmate Welfare Fund 

Two prisoners brought their objections to court 
under habeas corpus (John Van Geldern. Crim. 
14871 and Nathan E. Eli. Crim. 14939i. 

The prison says it is entitled to the fee because 
of han .ing cost " Administrators read all manu- 
scripts .or obscenity or passages that might en- 
courage violence or gambling. 

These, the court says, are proper legal ob- 
jections to printed matter for prisoners and the 
institution s library, but not to manuscripts sent 
out for publication. 

The administration cites other costs, like de- 
positing royalties in an inmate's trust fund. The 
court is unimpressed. 

All costs of the production of manuscripts are 
borne by the inmate-authors themselves." the 
opinion notes. "The paper, carbon paper, second 
sheets, envelopes and other materials thev use 
must be purchased with their own funds'from 
tne canteen. Also, they must pay for tvpewritcrs. 
ribbons, agents' fees and postage 
,i An , ;l ' torst ; sa / s the court. Eli s benefits from 

on ,t^th are £u " d are probabl > short-lived He is 
on death row. 

. v < Sacramento Legal Press) * 
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San Quentin 

Profile of a Monument— 1852-1971 



been performed by the prison 
commissioners in their report 
of 1853. 

Women First 

On Bastille Day. 1852. there 
were between -10 and 50 convicts 
aboard the Euphonic moored 
off Agnes Island Their condi- 
tion was lousy to say the least, 
and one commissioner de- 
scribed them as. "These unfor- 
tunate people present a pale, 
careworn appearance." Under- 
statement being the name of the 
game. 

In hot weather the convicts 
in the eight foot square com- 
partments stewed in their own 
jqices. while on rainy days they 
were confined below, rotting in 
a mess of water and general de- 
cay that was so strong that the 
guards refused to go below until 
the lower decks were aired out. 

As regards to food." the com- 
mission reported, "it is plain 
and substantial; the bread is of 
superior quality, and as good 
as any found in the country." 
It was an article of faith among 


About one in eight convicts 
were Mexican or native Califor- 
nians The Irish. Scots, and Eng l 
Hsh accounted for the largest 
national delegation from overj 
seas, with the Irish well in t ha 
lead. Among the Chinese, who 
were victims of the times, and 
had their queues casually nil* 
tilated by the long-nosed bar- 
barians. shuffle across the con- 
vict register in a woebegone 
procession; A Hing. A Mor. An 
llov. Ah Lum. Wang You Foii, 
Ah Wah. Ah You. Me Sing, anp 
inevitably. Ah F. . .! 

The crimes of the convicts ran 


Scoundrels 


By Phillip C. Clark 
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the spectrum, but most seemed 
to be for thefts of various 
denominations. The sentences 
were severe, but not Dracon- 
ian: most running from one to 
two years, and only seven at 
the time running over five years 
Two years after the anchor Hit 
the bottom, only 15 of the ori- 
ginal 4-1 convicts on the record 
remained; 19 had been dis- 
charged. five had escaped, three 
had been killed, and two had 
been pardoned 
In the large, the age of the 
convicts was under 40, the num- 
beroverthat being insignificant. 
One in 20 were under the age 
of 20. Most seemed to have 
been sailors or laborers, but 1 in 
looking at the register of those 
years we find four confection- 
ers. a vine dresser, four musi- 
cians. a soldier, two lawyers, a 
circus rider, and a pianoforte 


The smallest of the Marin 
peninsulas jutting out into San 
Francisco Bay was called Punto 
de Quentin by the Californians 
The Americans at first called 
:t Point Quentin: later it became 
Point San Quentin 

A hook of land about three 
miles long by three quarters 


July 8. 1852. exactly a week be- 
fore the brig was towed to Point 
Quentin. However, there is no 
record of whether or not she 
was on the brig. 

Similarly we have no record 
to vouch for the Mexican 
Washerwoman Perquita Sale- 
dano or the Chilean Carmine 
Nunez, both who were convict- 
ed of theft in 1852. Even more 
tantalizing is what happened to 
Lilly C. Smith, a blond, hazel- 
eyed circus rider from New 
York who was convicted of lar- 
ceny in November. 1852. 

It was about this time that 
we find John Gray, the guard 
lieutenant slipping into the wo- 
men’s cabin on nightly visits, 
but we don’t know whether it 
was AgnCs, Perquita, Carmine, 
Dolores, or Lilly who seduced 
THE STONES-The first major San Quentin cell house. Completed in him from the stern path of duty. 

The women lived in what was 
known at the time as The Mid- 
dle House, or the Overseer's 
House. In June they were joined 
by a Scottish girl named Mary 
Anne Wilson who was to bright- 
en the annals of San Quentin 
scandal. 

Dolores and Mary were over- 
whelmed with the attentions of 
their fellow men. Legend has a 
picture of bright-eyed beauty 
and bonnie Scotch lassie, but 
in fact Dolores was squat and 
pockmarked while Mary was 
scarred. In a word they were 
drabs, but in a prison remote 
from the hum of city life. I 
suppose beauty grows with 
solitude 

The “Stones" 

On Oct. 12. 1852. a contract 
was let for the first cell build- 
ing, known today as the Old 


wide, the point is bounded by 
San Rafael Cove to the north, 
and Corte Madera Cove to the 
south Composed of steeply ris- 
ing hills, it was covered in 1852 
by scrub oak The hills them- 
selves contain blue granite that 
until recent times was quarried 
on the property 

Water was there, but the ori- 
ginal owners neglected to say 
that the only way you could get 
it was by drilling wells There 
was one small spring at the tip 
of the point, and for a time it 
was used, but in the end wells 
had to be drilled to provide for 
the convicts. 

The climate at Point Quentin, 
although many who reside there 
will dispute it. is on the whole 
about as pleasant and healthful 
as could be desired Rainfall is 
light, and the temperature rare- 
ly rises above 90 F. The fogs 
that roll in from off the Bay 
have always been a trial, not so 
much to the convicts, but to the 
guards charged with keeping 
the birds in the nest. 

Saint Who? 

It is not known how the "San" 
came to be added to the name 
Quentin All the early maps and 
records show the land to be 
Quentin Point, and the great 
Spanish land grant as Rancho 
1'uenta dc Quentin 

Named after an Indian Chief 
called Quentin, who was sub- 
sequently captured in a weird 
sort of Indian war and put to 
work as a lighter captain in San 
Francisco, it was not named af- 
ter Samt Quentin as many sup- 
pose The actual canonization of 
Chief Quentin appears to have 


prison officials of the time that 
as long as the stuff didn’t con- 
tain recognizable insect carcas- 
ses. rocks, or mouse droppings, 
prison bread was equal to the 
finest in the country. 

Firmly established in the folk- 
lore of San Quentin is the story 
that among the prisoners on the 
brig were three San Francisco 
whores named Dolores Marti- 
nez. Scotch Mary, and Russian 
Kate As with most folklore, 
there is some truth and some 
fiction in the account. 

The first woman to be sen- 
tenced to a state prison was a 
33 year-old Scotswoman named 
Agnes Read, who was commit- 
ted for one year for helping a 
prisoner to escape. She was en- 
tered in the prison register on 


SAN QUENTIN, about 1860 showing the front gate, sash and blind 
(the long building to the right), the^Stones (center), and the summit 
where the south block and hospital now stands. The warden's man- 
sion is to the left. 
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THEY HAD STYLE IN THEM DAYS!— No, this is not a photo of the old 
L A. Dodgers you're a-seein' here; rather it is the San Quentin Var- 
sity baseball team showing off their colors and trophies won for 
a championship year bacV in 1918. 



I know the rules say no hitting below the belt, but you can't fight 
this way-rules or not! 


1971-72 INTRAMURAL BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 

Managtr 

Linsley 

B. Moore 

Meza 

RaUt 

Team Name 

Bullets 

Pacers 

Lakers 

Knicks 

Team Color 
red 
yellow 
green 
black 

Saturday Nov C 
Sunday. Nov. 7 
Saturday. Nov 13 
Sunday. Nov. 14 

LEAGUE PLAY 

Bullets vs. Knicks 
Lakers vs. Pacers 
Pacers vs. Bullets 
Lakers vs. Knicks 

Saturday. Nov 20 
Sunday. Nov. 2! 
Saturday. Nov 27 
Sunday. Nov 28 
Saturday. Dec 4 

Cut Deadline 

Knicks vs. Pacers 
Bullets vs. Lakers 
Lakers vs. Pacers 
Bullets vs. Knicks 
Lakers vs. Pacers 

Saturday. Dec 4 
Saturday. Dec 1 ] 
Sunday. Dec 12 
Saturday, Dec 18 
Sunday. Dec 19 
Saturday. Dec 25 
Sunday. Dec 26 
Saturday. Jan. 8 
Sunday. Jan. 9 
Saturday. Jan. 15 
Sunday. Jan. 16 

Double Header 

Bullets vs. Knicks 
Lakers vs. Knicks 
Bullets vs. Pacers 
Bullets vs. Lakers 
Pacers vs. Knicks 
Bullets vs. Knicks 
Lakers vs. Pacers 
Pacers vs Bullets 
Lakers vs. Knicks 
Knicks vs. Pacers 
Bullets vs. Lakers 

Note: Official starting time on all games will be at 10 a m (double 
header will start upon completion ot first garnet. 

REMEMBER: IF YA CAN'T BE A GOOD SPORT— DON'T 

play: 


Bullets Gun Down 
Laker Hoopsters 
Winning 139-102 

All eight of the red-jersied 
Bullets hit in twin digits to rack 
up a 139-102 victory over the 
green-plaid Lakers in Sunday's 
intramural basketball practice 
game. 

Leading all scorers on the 
court was "Georgia Slim" him- 
self, Hugh Tallent, as the 
"Stump" dropped in 28 markers 
for the losing Lakers. Richard 
Peacock and Johnson of the Bul- 
lets shot in 26 and 27 points re- 
spectively to pace their team to 
the victory. The Bullets led at 
the half, 68-56. 

This was to be the last prac- 
tice game in preparation for 
next week's league play action. 

Vida Blue Voted 
Cy young Award 

OAKLAND (UPI>— Vida Blue, 
at 22 the youngest pitcher ever 
to win a Cy Young Award as 
pitcher of the year in his 
league, said today he is happy 
because, "It's about time we 
young ones show the older folks 
we can do the job." 

The Oakland Athletic left- 
hander. who compiled a 24-8 
record despite a late-season 
slump, beat out 25-game winner 
Mickey Lolich fo the Detriot 
Tigers for the American League 
award, 98 pionts to 85 Blue was 
the Number One choice of 14 
of the 24 members of the Base- 
ball Writers Association of 
America Committee while Lo- 
lich received nine first-place 
votes. 

Good for Me 

When informed of the honor, 
Blue said, "This is good for me 
... I am very happy to get the 
award." 

"It makes me feel better to 
know I am the youngest pitcher 
ever to get the award." he said. 
"But it doesn't erase the disap- 
pointment of losing the playoffs 
to the Orioles. We were trying 
to knock the Orioles out of it 
and get into the World Series. 
Everything we had worked for 
during the season went down 
the drain.” 

Second-half Slump 

Blue enjoyed a sensational 
first half of the season during 
which he won 17 games, includ- 
ing six shutouts, and was the 
key man in the Athletics’ drive 
to a secure first-place hold in 
the American League West. He 
slumped to 7-5 during the sec- 
ond half of the season, 

Blue finished the season with 
a league-leading eight shutouts, 
301 strikeouts, and a 1.82 ERA. 

Voting 

Under the voting system, 
the panel casts votes for three 
men with five points awarded 
for first, three for second, and 
one for third. Prior to Blue, the 
youngest winner of the award 
was 23-year-old Dean Chance 
of the Angels in 1964. 

Ali Hits Canvas 

( UPI ) — On October 19. at 
London's Royal Albert Hall, 
former heavyweight Champion 
Muhammad Ali hit. the canvas 
during an exhibition bout with 
Johnny Frankham, the British 
southern area light-heavy- 
weight king. 

Ali boxed eight rounds as a 
prelude to his November 17 
fight in the Houston Astrodome 
against the comebacking Buster 
Mathis. 


By T. D. VENTURA 


GOI.V TO THE HOOP! 

Lets' talk basketball for awhile. Looking at the four intramural 
teams this past weekend. I came to the conclusion that it ain't 
gonna be no ripoff by no means Bobby Moore, who has managed 
more championship teams than anybody else during the last few 
years, seems to be minus his usual lineup — or at least most of ’em. 
He still has "Pistol Pete" Thompson but he lost guard Percy Curtis 
to Joe Ratti's Knicks and Bucky Walker to Paul Mesa's Lakers 
However. Bobby will make his presence known on the court as 
usual, and he has Thompson. Emerson Jones. Pierre Scipio. and 
Chop Wofford to back him up Joe Haiti’s Black Knicks seem 
to have the most powerful team so far. with superstar Ratti being 
backed up by Redman Myers. Percy Curtis. Dino Jackson, and Wes 
Hancock. Joe's team looks like a potential winner, although it’s 
too early to diagnose Mesa’s Green-shirted Lakers have about 
the tallest team on the circuit with John Chatman. Lee Hobbs. 
Hugh ' Slump" Tallant. and Mesa His team will definately be in 
the running providing, of course, that his team stays together and 
that Chatman will be outa the hole by then' Bob Llnsley's Red 
Bullets are shooting blanks even before the season gets under way 
Already there is much chaos and bickering among the team per- 
sonnel, and it’s rumored that certain team members and their 
managers have Ijwt^pr are contemplating quitting. The Bullets 
lost their star player in Herman Moore via a transfer, but they 
still have some good talent in George Pettit. Sammy Lee Johnson. 
Jennings, Winky Thompson. Thomas, and Richard Peacock. And if 
J. Knighton did more plaving instead of arguing, he'd be a valuable 
asset to the team. Being honest with mvself. 1 must pick the Bullets 
to hold down the cellar spot in the league— prove me wrong fellas! 

And Wildcat Murray is back on the scene again in his striped 
official's uniform and running up and down the court like a mad- 
man trying to catch all the rule infractions. That in itself is a 
hopeless task! Baker and Hampton arc also doing some of the 
officiating and doing a good job. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 


THE DATING GAME . . The month of October proved fruitful 
to quite a number of men who got dates. RUAPP's. submittals, and 
the like. A good precentage of those getting these goodies were 
not only in complete shock afterwards, but a few of them entered 
Neumiller Hospital for heart failure! . . . Just to mention a few of 
of these lucky guys, we’ll start off with 10-year veteran. Walt 
Clark, Walt was so surprised getting a Rl’APP that he got a nose- 
bleed and had to go to the lab and receive a transfusion! . . . Seems 
like everyone I talk with received dates of less than nine months. 
Even Raincoat Bob got one? Says RB: “When I go out of here I'll 
make 'em give me my $68 bucks in raincoats so I'll have a good 
supply for those cold, rainy nights in the park! (and then he 
grinned sheepishly) Country-singer Bill Carmack got cut loose 
from court. All of Bill's many friends wish him the best and we 
look for him to appear on the Grand Ole Opry in the near future 
Another country picker heard from is Gene Hyslop. scheduled 
to leave the Bastille come April . . . And football star Melvin "Tad- 
pole" Edwards says he’s goin' out on the bricks Jan 31. where he’s 
going to play football at Cal State in Hayward. Calif . . . And be- 
lieve it or not. but our old Circulation Manager. Sylvester Beau- 
ford got lucky and picked up a date also And Freddy Venezuela, 
another long-termer, received a RUAPP. And the Catman himself. 
Charlie Bernal, picked up a date. Wonder what Dolly's gonna do 
when her master leaves^. We all wish these men the best of luck 
and success on the bricks. 


MAD MAD MAD DEPT A widespread rumor has it that 
gala Halloween Masquerade Ball was held down in the Skvlim 
gym on Oct. 31 . Some of those seen at the ball included thi 
following: Charlie Brubaker came as Our Great American Bird! . . 
Phil Clark came as Yellowtail! . . Ycllowtail came as yep. y; 

guessed it— Phil Clark! . John Watson came as the Boiler Room 

. . . Raincoat Bob came as an umbrella! . Gary Merritt came as . 
Polaroid camera and upon seeing Bill Lawhon in the same cos 
tume, flashed him on! Buzz Curby and Babblin’ Bobby Blantoi 
came as unidcntical twins! , Crow Ibarra came as the Frito Ban 
dito! . Big Ed Dcriso arrived as the west housing unit! . Ik. 
White came as a guitar and picked himself to sleep on top of th« 
bleachers' Larrv Lvnch and Sonnv Perkins came as the “be 
fore and "after” ads for Health and Strength magazine! Wal 
Clark came as Dr. Jekvl and left as Mr Hyde’ Bob Corniel cam. 
as a proofreader! . . . Tor Innalfo came as an anchovie! . . Wild 
cat Murray came as A1 Jo. son and did his version of "Mammy” . 
Gene Hyslop and Tex Taylor came as guitar picks! . Guy Coopei 
came as a retired hippie who mainlines Geritol! . The Fat Phan 
tom arrived as John Severnson. and Bob Fennellv and Carl Alaim. 
came as themselves and won first prize for most weird cos 
tume! It must also be noted that Bob Roberts wanted to come, bu 
there was a full moon, and you know how that goes! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

QLOTABLE QUOTES: We have found the link between anima 
and man — it is us! PASS TIME^ 

And goodnite, BUZZ, hold on. brother . 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

IN HOLLYWOOD 

In Hollywood, bedtime stories usually go like this: Once upor 
a time, there was a Mama Bear, a Papa Bear, and a Babv Beai 
by a previous marriage ... 




William Colbert 


Man of Electric Vibrations 


For those who attended the 
inmate variety show on the low- 
er yard last week, surprises 
came in more forms than one 

Not only were the men enter- 
tained by some very good 
sounds, but got their first look 
at the newly constructed stage. 

The stage was designed by 
William • Bill" Colbert, who is 
the director of the hobby com- 
mittee for the MAC. 

The stage measures 32' \ 20' 
and will have a 8' backdrop, 
sliding curtains, portable dress- 
ing room facilities, plus newly 
purchased sound equipment 

The stage should provide a 
much needed platform for en- 
tertainers both from Esque and 
the outside 

Colbert, in his capacity as a 
member of the MAC. was instru- 
mental in obtaining approval 
for the stage's construction and 
the purchase of the sound equip- 
ment 

Colbert, who has been in San 
Quentin since early in 1967. 
helped establish the Black 
Study and Culture program 
here at Esque which was the 
first of its kind in a California 
institution 

He is active in SQUIRES, and 
is credited with the founding 
of the ground aviation school 
here 

Assigned to the electric shop. 
Colbert labors daily over such 
projects as keeping the institu- 
tion television and radio in re- 
pair 

In the September art show, 
he was awarded first prize for 
his work in leathercraft. and is 
known on the yard for his quiet 
modesty. 



MR. CUFF OLSON, band direc- 
tor, taking off on a cool jazz solo. 
He 'S backed by Ike White 
iptanol James Victor (drums), 
and Theodore Morris (bass). 


Fuzzy' Featured 
In Marin Journal 

A large feature story about 
Louis "Fuzzy" Surgent. appear- 
ed in the Independent Journal. 
Monday. Nov 1 

Fuzzy, it may be remembered, 
only recently left this pile by the 
Ray. and it will be of interest 
to his friends that he is doing 
so well. 

y Noted for the many bright 
sounds that issued from his 
golden saxophone. Fuzzy left an 
empty place on the lower yard 
with his going, but not an un- 
forgo** en one. 



WILLIAM "BILL” COLBERT 


A Winner With 
Resolution 283 

Some cons might have looked 
at the story in the SQ News with 
a passing-glance. Others prob- 
ably read the news item in its 
entirety and then turned to the 
sports page. 

But Cary G Keller went one 
step further, never really believ- 
ing it would pay the handsome 
dividends that was possible. 
However, he had everything to 
gain and nothing to lose by fol- 
lowing the simple instructions. 

The News carried the story 
about Resolution 283 in the July 
30 issue. It explained how an in- 
mate could apply for a special 
hearing for review and recon- 
sideration of parole denial. 

Keller entered RGC in Julv. 
1968 for 21 1 and 664-211 P C. He 
appeared before the Adult Au- 
thority for the first time in 
January. 1970. He received a 
three-year denial. 

In July, 1971. he applied for 
reconsideration under Resolu- 
tion 283 His case was reviewed 
by the Adult Authority in Sacra- 
mento during August and he 
was notified one week later that 
a special hearing would be 
granted in September. 

He made a personal appear- 
ance before the Adult Authority 
at San Quentin and was submit- 
ted. And the month of October 
revealed he had been granted 
a parole date of February, 1972. 

Keller, who was born in Kan- 
sas City, Mo., but calls Long 
Beach his home, received the 
impression that the Adult Au- 
thority was thorough and sin- 
cere during the rehearing 

The 25-year-old maintenance 
office clerk admits to only 10 
months "clean time” on his rec- 
ord with a history of 12 past 
disciplinary actions. 

Therefore, it becomes appar- 
ent that Resolution 283 can help 
all categories of men “doing 
time.” 

Have YOU checked into the 
possibilities of Resolution 283? 


Letters to the Board 

In a communication from As- 
sociate Warden J. W. L. Park, it 
has been learned that those in- 
mates who have family, friends, 
or prospective employers who 
wish to write the Adult Author- 
ity in connection with his board 
appearance, to please have the 
individuals address the letters 
to the institution, and not to the 
board. 


San 
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EDP Center Working to T rain Male Elected 


By Bobby Blanton 

The Electronic Data Processing Center i EDP ) at San 
Quentin, is presently employing and training men in the 
field of computer programing. 

The program, coordinated by Mr Robert E Castner, 
is believed to be unique among penal institutions in the 
country. Inmates involved in the program are training in 



DATA PROCESSING CENTER, with (left to right) R. H. Begley, C. E 
Swinford, and R. S. Foies, Jr. 


the center to qualify for em- 
ployment within the industry 
on the outside. 

To qualify for the night class, 
a student must pass an IBM 
aptitude test, but once he is in 
the class and qualifies, he may 
take another test for the center. 

The day center is ‘currently 
involved in doing coni act work 
for state agencies, and students 
in the program receive a pay 
number for their work. 

The Data Processing Program 
was started by Mr. K. W. Hay- 
ball. supervisor of correctional 
education. 

Trainees now in the center 
have proven to be highly com- 
petent programers, and the 
work turned out has been supe- 
rior. 

The center has an EDP advi- 
sory group consisting of people 
from the IBM. National Cash 
Register. Bectchel, Standard Oil 
Co., State Department of Public 
Health, and Marin County data 
processing manager. 

This group meets every third 
Tuesday to advise the center 
on the current data processing 
systems and the rapid changes 
in this field. They also assist 
inmates in obtaining jobs in data 
processing. 

Of the 10 men to leave the 
center on parole seven are now 
working in the data processing 
field. 


Foreign Policy 
Seminar Tours 
San Quentin 

Some 30 members of the Sen- 
ior Seminar in Foreign Policy 
toured this institution, Wednes- 
day. Nov. 3. 

Under the coordination of 
Ambassador Elbert G. Mathews, 
a senior service officer since 
1935, the group spent a good 
part of the morning and after- 
noon at San Quentin as a part 
of their efforts togather up-to- 
date knowledge of the latest so- 
cial, economics, scientific, and 
industrial developments in the 
country. 

The seminar, a part of the 
Foreign Service Institute of the 
U.S. Department of State, is con- 
ducting a 10-month study in 
which they will meet with vari- 
ous people in business, labor, 
law enforcement and govern- 
ment agencies. 


Raisin-jacked 

OAKLAND. Calif., (UPI)— A 
truck carrying 38.950 pounds of 
raisins was stolen here Tues- 
day, police reported. 


Campus Queen 

RENO <UPIi — Chalk one up 
for men’s lib. 

Sieve Lehman. 19. a Univer- 
sity of Nevada-Reno sophomore 
won this year’s voting for cam- 
pus homecoming queen on a 
write-in ballot. 

But because Lehman broke 
election rules by hanging post- 
ers and soliciting votes on the 
campus, he was declared dis- 
qualified and not crowned 
Thursday night in the queen 
ceremony. 

The Black Student Union 
candidate. Helen White, whose 
20th birthday was yesterday, be- 
came the first black to win the 
honor in Nevada-Reno history. 

I-ehman still had more votes 
than any of the 10 female candi- 
dates. though, in the compli- 
cated balloting. 

“I was told by an inside source 
that I received three times the 
votes Helen did,” said Lehman, 
a former Las Vegas resident and 
drama major “If Helen had not 
won. I would contest the election 
because I think she was the best 
in the running.” 

“He won. that’s all 1 can tell 
you,’’ said Lynne Hall, president 
of the Associated Women Stu- 
dents. The AWS governed the 
queen election, and counted the 
votes, but the numerical break- 
down of the balloting is tradi- 
tionally kept secret. 

In past years, only male stu- 
dents were permitted to cast a 
ballot for the queen. But the 
election this year was something 
else. For some reason, and most 
students were baffled by this, 
three different ballots were 
taken, but only one determined 
the “real” queen. 

There was the “official” ballot 
in which males chose Miss 
White. But there was also a 
ballot specifically for women, 
and Lehman was the top choice 
for the coeds. 

Finally a third ballot was set 
aside from the official voting be- 
cause both male and female stu- 
dents wrote in the name “Steve 
Lehman." 

At any rate, Lehman won the 
election in what one student 
leader called a "landslide vote.” 

“I wanted to express my feel- 
ing of the absurdity of judging 
a person solely on physical ap- 
pearance. and not what type of 
person he or she is.” said Leh- 
man. 


“Ironside” 

Yardside? 

Four film executives from 
Universal Studios visited this in- 
stitution. Wednesday. Nov. 3. 

Touring San Quentin with an 
eye for possible background 
material for their TV show, 
"Ironside,” the group was es- 
corted by Warden L. S. Nelson. 

At this date there has been 
no commitment as to whether 
or not footage will be shot here, 
but if past experience shows 
anything, we may expect to see 
another camera crew wander- 
ing the big yard in the near 
future. 
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& Still Small V oice 

An Open Letter to Custody and Administration 

By Dr. G. W. Kleinmaier 

In order for rehabilitation of prisoners to be enhanced and accelerated, prob- 
ably the most important single factor is the emotional climate of the prison. And the 
variable most affecting this in turn, is attitudes of the prison staff— particularly of 
custody and administration. 

In the last column of A Still Small Voice, I spoke of values that are basic for all 
men everywhere Among those listed were Justice, Hope, and Meaning. For men to 
find these values in prison, it is necessary that they find it believable that staff mem- 
bers have qualities and convictions with which they can identify. And since it is 
axiomatic that no institution can be without faults, no column that would give the 
inmates the feeling that the atmosphere includes Justice, Hope, and Meaning, could 
avoid the acknowledgement of faults within the staff 

It is the constructive intent therefore, that I will try to provide this column with 
a continuity of balance, and aftempt v honesfly to call atfentioVr nof only to the un- 
appreciated good, but also to the uncorrected evil, because if evil is corrected, it 
is a triumph for good, and this can have a transforming effect upon men's lives. 

In this effort I will be expressing personal conviction, and not necessarily the 
opinion of any other person or group. 

Since first becoming acquainted with many custodial officers at San Quentin, 

I have had over-alt a reaction of ever-increasing respect of the individuals and their 
interactions with inmates. No one, not even an inmate, could deny that custodial 
officers in general have one of the hardest jobs anywhere, in terms of the demand 
on the inner man. 

How many of the critics of th^custodial officer would like to trade places with 
him— right now, this minute? How many would do a better job than the majority 
of custodial officers? My hunch is that among custodial officers are many men who 
arrived idealistic and with an urge to help people— who view their jobs, or try to, 
in terms of rehabilitation, and would like to do something about it— perhaps keep 
hoping that they will eventually have increasing opportunities to get closer to re- 
habilitation practices, and that they will thus have an opportunity in some way to 
improve this dark comer of the world that has been presented to them. 

We humans are very complex, and one of our motivations has to be to support 
ourselves. So if even some of our emotions are for the betterment of mankind in 
general, then we've made a good start toward making life more than just existence, 
which is, after all, what we all began with. 

By and large, I've been very impressed with what I've seen at San Quentin, and 
it is too bad that because of a minority of immature behavior, some of pur officers 
have presented behavior that is just what the radicals are waiting for, t i> feed their 
inner hostilities and provide fodder to arouse the general public. Thus this kind of 
custodial behavior represents ihe institution's own worst enemy, that erodes from 
within. 

I hear a considerable amount about such behavior, under circumstances that 
make it extremely unlikely that all of it is false. The description of such behavior, 
which I repeat, gives every evidence of being far in ihe minority, and coming from 
a small minority of the custodial officers, is such nevertheless, as to deduce that at 
least some of it. may be out of inner hostilities, lack of caring for fairness and justice, 
lust for power, and other immature motivations. 

Such behavior is unprofessional, childish and extremely destructive to any pos- 
sibility of rehabilitation. It can destroy in a short lime everything the majority— in- 
cluding many inmates of good will— labor to build up. 

Officers who persist in such behavior, despite warning and counseling pro- 
cedures, should be dismissed, for such behavior is the mortal enerhy of Justice, Hope 
and Meaning, and therefore of rehabilitation. Not denying that our shortage of psy- 
chiatric personnel is an atrocious handicap to rehabilitation efforts, nevertheless, 
a successful change in this one direction could do far more toward rehabilitation of 
inmates than adding numerous therapy groups. 

Having had personal experience with this lype of behavior on at least one occa- 
sion of which I have never spoken, I am in a position to know at first hand that such 
behavior does happen. 

If is the type of behavior previously referred to, using rules as a transparent 
mask for the immature exercise of power trips, and out of lust for power, childishly 
taking out stored up hatred and spite on ihe victim, in the false name of righteous- 
ness, that undermines any chance for men who, their self-esteem already low, need 
rehabilitation to society. And it is also this same type of behavior among a minority 
that can confirm San Quentin no oriety. in place of the praise it could be gathering as 
a standard of prison rehabilitation despite the handicap of i s ancient walls. 

I am sure' many men of custody have felt the same way. as the atmosphere of 
the minority at times seemed to run the majority. I hope more voices are raised 
within custody lo prevent this in the future, in the interest of professionalism. 

Overall, ihe administration and the men and officers of custody at San Quentin 
should receive praise for the admirable professional way in which they handled 
themselves during an avalanche of tragedy, outrage, criticism and danger. 

"Justice, Justice, shalt thou follow all the days of thy life,” and "Vengeance is 
mine, sayeth the Lord.” These are not just words from a book. Those men and 
nations who persist in transgressing the basic values that come from the Creator of 
heaven and earth, will in ihe long run find out that all power comes from Him. Let 
the haters and revolutionaries of both radical right and radical left, take heed. We all 
need a little humility before it is loo. late. 





By PhlUip C. Clark 

This past Holloween has brought the fact home that all who need 
locking up are not in the nation’s prisons. In reading over the 
newspapers, we find that many of the good citizens of this state, 
and the country for that matter, seem to think it great fun to load 
the goodies dropped in the bags of little kids with everything 
from LSD to razor blades. 

Any way you look at the thing it’s pretty sick, and one can't help 
but wonder whether or not some of those who practice such things 
are not strong-voiced proponents of “lock ’em up!” penology. 

Every time something happens within one of our institutions 
we find an outraged public crying for more controls, more law 
enforcement, and more prisons. Sometimes it makes you wonder 
if what these people really want is a wall thrown up around the 
whole state. -'*• 

Perhaps it might be better if some of the outrage directed to- 
wards those behind the walls would in part be directed towards 
those outside who continue to poison the air, the land, the aged, 
the helpless, and innocent kids with goody bags. 

The National Saf^ty-'Ccuncil wrote recently that some 54,000 
people die on our highways each year, and another 7,000 are in- 
jured each week. Now there is a figure to think about. The whole 
death toll of the Korean War didn't kill that many in four years, 
and the war in Vietnam has not bumped off that many in eight. 
Yet it is not unusual to hear supposedly bright people defend war 
out of one side of their mouth while decrying the strictures placed 
on the nation’s industrial complex out of the other. It’s a weird 
world. 

Still, it must be confessed that there is nothing new under the 
sun as far as man’s inhumanity to man is concerned. In digging 
into the history of San Quentin, I found that the troubles we are 
experiencing now have all been gone through before, with more 
or less the same results. 

The questions posed by our most recent troubles were the 
same ones posed in 1860. 1884, 1909, 1924 1931, 1942, 1953, 1968, 
and here in 1971. Food riots, race riots, conditions riots, breaks, 
and everything else has walked the big yard for over 119 years. 
The questions were the same, and the answers then as now added 
up to a great big zero. 

It’s so damn easy to see what is wrong with a thing, but it’s 
something else to figure out a solution, or even an alternative. I 
imagine that everyone, con and staff, have kicked the thing around 
in their own minds. Answers? They are as many and diverse as 
those who voice them. 

One faction would tear the prisons down and build homes on the 
ashes. Another faction would extend the walls to encompass the 
county, heave thejnen in cells, and weld the doors shut. The do- 
gooders would turn the lot of us loose in the hope that we would 
run amuk, thus fulfilling some aim of their own, while the nuts 
would turn us into an army of cannon fodder. 

Right now many of the men are looking at the new relaxations 
within the resolutions of the Adult Authority with hope, disbelief, 
and no little suspicion. Last month saw some 52 percent of those 
going to the Board getting dates. Well goody! But there is not a 
man in this place who doesn’t harbor the fear that he may be 
among the 48 percent who didn’t make it when he goes. Who can 
blame them? That’s a long tunnel. 


Reflections in Blue: 

Now everyone in San Quentin no doubt has his or her problems, 
but the editor of this rag has one that’s a gas. Everyday at noon 
while he is sitting at his desk trying to catch up on the work, he gets 
bonked on the head by a wad of waxpaper tossed by the good 
Officer Evans. Hee-haws, and tee-hees all over the place. It 
wouldn’t be so bad if he would just leave a sandwich in the wrap- 
per now and then. 


u 11 might have well been national progress that caught up with 
‘‘Fat’’ John and made him so hard on wives. John and TV dinners 
wouldn't go too well together. The last time around it was rumored 
that the judge gave John the choice of the joint or a 90-dav stretch 
at Slenderella. John took the joint. 


Weird things happen in all prisons, and the crime rate soars 
with the winter rains, but custody in general, and the education 
department in particular ha\ a case on their hands that beggers 
and boggles the mind. 

Who in the world, and for what sinister reason, are the deodor- 
ant cakes being swiped out of the urinals on the second floor of 
the education building? San Quentin is famous for many things, 
and we have had our share of publicity, but if this gets out it may 
well set back reputations 20 years. So watch it, fella! 

As for Buzz Curby and his slanderous challenge to Melvin for 
a handball game, let it be known that such kiddish antics are be- 
neath Melvin's notice, to say nothing of his capabilities. I will 
have you know that Melvin is now in training for the summer 
Olympics where he intends to enter the Decathlon. Leslie will 
be flying him to Europe in a few months. Yellowtail bid for the job 
but was shot down due to the lack of waterproofing in his feathers. 

As for my good doctor friend “Zeke”— 

KLEINMAIER! KLEINMAIER! 

(Goodnite “D”) 
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SQUIRES 

Inmate Activities Programs? YES 

By D. Fedder 


Ike White: Man 
Of Music 


By Bobby Blanton 

Ike White, better known to 
many as "Psychedelic” or “Ike- 
delic.” is leaving soon for Chino. 

Ike was assigned to the band- 
room as teacher assistant to 
Mr. Cliff Olson, band director. 
He taught music theory, har- 
mony, and cord structure, and 
most of his students have put 
their new-found knowledge to 
practical use on the outside and 
in other institutions. 


For more than two months now. San Quentin has curtailed the 
self-help activity programs that were so prevalent here at one time. 
The Inmate Activities Program has been one of rumor, wonder and 
speculation. Custody has said it does not have the staff to oversee 
all activities. Staff says that all activities warrant some custody 
for the health and safety of both inmate and personnel. So the in- 
mates seem to be the losers again. 

Staff and convicts recognize the importance of better under- 
standing and relations, but failed to do the necessary ground work 
in order that this might become a reality again. The Inmate Activi- 
ties Program is such an instrument and should be utilized to its 
fullest potential. I speak of such programs as AA. Yokefellows. 
Insight Drug Abuse. SQUIRES. Tamal Gaveliers, SATE. EMPLEO. 
Inian Culture, etc. 

Much has been said about instituting plans for better programs. 

I agree, but what of the beneficial organizations we had before 
the August incident? Of all the programs needed in this prison, 
the need for more custody, control, caution, are the least desired, 
at this time. I have never heard the staff suggest the reopening 
of the Inmate Activities Program and it makes me wonder why? 

Trust and good relations cannot be won with guns or the threat 
of retaliation but must be gained through the faith and trust, on 
both sides. 

Let's face it, this is not a vacation spa or the Hilton Hotel, but 
then it is not an 1880 hole of dispair either, unless we make it 
into one. 

Much good can be gained from the reopening of the Inmate 
Activities Program, not only by the convicts but by the staff also. 
Like every city, this is ours, rules and^regulations are needed to 
make that city function properly. But it must have unity above all. 

Since all of us live and work here, inmates and staff alike, the 
need for a workable society is much desired. If the problems 
that have made prisons what they are today — a farce — are not 
resolved then throw away the keys and forget the whole idea of 
ever doing right. I think we have all had enough of that to last 
a lifetime 

Progress and rehabilitation demand a high price but need not 
be a oneway street and neither does the Inmate Activities Pro- 
gram. It has worked in the past and can work in the future but it 
must be a working function, for the worth of it to be evaluated as 
a worthwhile endeavor. 

Let s not beat a dead horse any longer. Let's work on a con- 
structive and workable program to have these organizations re- 
stored, not by force and violence, but by trust, faith and hard 
work! Life is the same! 

Rehabilitation if it is to work, must first be something that is 
wanted by the person himself. The recidivism rate will bear this 
out. 

Rehabilitation is more than just learning to do a job. it is learn- 
ing to work on our problems and closing the gap that made con- 
victs outsiders for so long. Learning to strengthen and broaden 
our minds with things useable once we are to be returned to the 
society that has demanded the pound of flesh. 

The self-help programs and organizations that were succesful 
were of this caliber. These programs are wanted and needed not 
because the Adult Authority says they are needed but because 
the inmate knows this himself. 

If the bonds of trust and good relations are ever to be reached 
then, this is a definite avenue to pursue, it would seem. 

So let’s see about getting those programs and organizations going 
again. It is in your best interest. 


PSYCHEDELIC SOUNDS of (left to right) Ike White, R.ck W.lso n, 
Billy Ezzell, Harry Davis, Louis Ecford, and Ron Garrett. 

Profile in Blue 


Tired of Prison Life 


By T. D. Ventura 

Ronald B. Moulton, 33, alias "Skeeter” has been at 
San Quentin fop-3T months, and has used this time con- 
structively to prepare for his eventual release to free 
society again. Ron spent a total 
of 28 months learning the vo- 
gardening 

to 

where he works on Group 
Number 

Making good use his leisure ^B^B . 

time, he joined up with yokefel- jEfl 
lows and the School of Religion 

some of which have appeared ' . 
in the SQ News and tie Luna- 
he 

the to 

he 

a game of handball or dominoes 

every now and then. However, n 

of all these, he claims he enjoys RONALD B. MOULTON 

swimming the most. • • • a r ' refT,an now 

Ronnie, serving a five-to-life what significant thing he had 
sentence for robbery, makes gained during his incarceration, 
his home in Sacramento, Calif, he remarked: “I have gained an 
where he has a wife ( Patrica ) insight into myself that I never 
and a five-year-old daughter, had before.” Asked what he 
Melissa. thought was his biggest loss, he 

Although Ron doesn't as yet answered what most other cons 
have a parole date, he is already w'ould answer: "My freedom.” 
planning to put to use what he Ronnie further commented 
has learned in landscape gar- that he hopes to get out and stay 
dening and at the firehouse to out because he was tired of 
aid him in employment upon prison life. And knowing Ron 
release. for the short time I have known 

Gained Insight him. I’m sure he means just 

When asked by this reporter that. 


IKE WHITE— Leaving soon. 


As a member of the band 
which plays for the warden’s 
tour, he has formed and per- 
formed with many groups in 
the past three years. Ike also 
has a small fan club in Mill 
Valley and has become known 
for his musicanship. 

He was choir director under 
the now retired Chaplain Byron 
Eshelman, and has al§o written 
and arranged a book of ndw 
songs of all styles from country 
western to jazz. 

His hobbies are painting and 
sculpturing, and he has won 
prizes in the CMC East art 
shows in both fields. Music is 
his love, but he would like to 
study electronics as he finished 
a course from the University of 
California, making an “A” on 
the final test. 

Coming from a musical family 
where his mother and his father 
both teach and play piano, Ike 
started playing piano when he 
was 3 years old. His father gave 
him a guitar for his seventh 
birthday and soon after bought 
him a set of drums. He now plays 
13 instruments. 

While talking to Ike about 
his music, he said, “Music to me 
■ is like a good woman, you have 
/ to put everything you have into 
) her before you both appreciate 
I the relationship.” 

^ Ike will make his appearance 
before the Board when he gets 
to Chino next year, and we all 
wish him luck. 


The activities programs are now my responsibility. 
There will be a gradual reopening of the self-help 
programs, probably with some modifications to fit the 
present situation. 

J. W. L. Park 

Associate Warden Administration 


THE MO-TOWN SOUND added by (left to right) Edward McCullough, 
Sidney Birdsong, and Michael Thurman. 


j Please send The San Quentin News to me for the following 
number of issues. 

I □ 1 year, 52 issues, $1 .00 , 

I □ 2 years, 104 issues, $2.00 
| Make all checks payable to The San Quentin News. 

Name 

Plea« print 


Address 


RON feARRETT BLOWING BLUE-EYED SOUL on lower yard. In group 
(I. to r.)— Rick Wilson (electric flute), Harry Davis (lead guitar). Billy 
Ezzell (guitar), Ron Garrett (electric bass and singing); Ike White 
(drummer) not shown. 
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Tamal, California 94964 


NO AMP NEEDED for smooth 
Latin style of Casey Guevara. 
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Handball Tourney Results 


A Prison 


4- Wallers in Tough Competition: 
Sweat Soul and Drive Utilized 


By Tudy Merjil 
Monday. Oct. 25. the annual 
outside doubles handball tourna- 
ment was held down on the 
lower-lower yard courts. 

At least 50 men competed in 
the best three-out-of-five series 
in A. B. and C divisions. 

This is the tourney that was 
postponed a couple of times be- 
cause of the lockdown in Au- 
gust of this year. 

The sports program here at Q 
is slowly getting back to some 
kind of normalcy. It’s too bad 
that the administration fails to 
realize the importance of a suc- 
cessful sports program inside 
the pen A lot of energy, time, 
and planning are used in a con- 
structive manner A wise old 
convict once said: “Idle hands 
are the devil’s workshop!" 

Perfect Weather 
The Head Tallykeeper in the 
sky provided us with a warm, 
sunny day — perfect handball 
weather. All of the different 
walks of life in Esque turned 
sportsmen that day. 

“We had the biggest turnout 
ever this year.” said the coordi- 
nator. “The population has hit 
an all-time low. but interest in 
handball has hit an all-time 
high We had over 50 partici- 
pants and just as many specta- 
tors." All four courts were used 
in order to complete the tourna- 
ment in one day. 

The Sideline Bettors 
Some of the sideline bettors 
would spend their time going 
from one court to another 


Volleyboll Action 

Hogs, Reds Win 
3 Straight 

By T. D. Ventura 
“They played as a team, we 
didn’t."" said Bob Roberts after 
the team he plays on ithe 
Knightsi dropped three straight 
games to the Reds in Satur- 
day's opening practice volley- 
ball games 

The Reds, behind the devas- 
tating spiking of front man 
Chop Wofford and the back- 
court action of Ron Garrett, 
swept the Knights in games of 
12-10. 12-7 and 12-6 
The Knights got some good 
plays from Bob Roberts. Bob 
Hohenberger. and “Pistol Pete" 
Thompson but just couldn't pull 
themselves together to win 
Hogs Eat Up Bears 
The Hogs, behind the ground- 
shattering kills of Joe Ratti. 
Winky Thompson, and Lee 
Hobbs, along with the smooth 
set-ups by Babblin' Bobby Blan- 
ton. Dennis Franks and Bucky 
Walker, rolled over the Bears 
in three straight, winning 12-8. 
12-8. 12-10. in Sunday’s practice 
games 

"Pineapple" Flores, replacing 
Norm Whitehorn as team man- 
ager. did a fine job in both the 
front and back courts while 
lanky Tex Taylor had ’em run- 
nin' for cover with his powerful 
spikes: Emerson Jones also 
played the front lines very' 

Next week's games will also 
be practice contests, with 
league games commencing on 
Saturday. Nov. 20. 

The managers and teams are 
Bobtfy Blanton iHogsi, Pine- 
apple Flores (Bears!. Jimmy- 
Newton (Reds!, and Jay Knigh- 
ten (Knight!. 



FOUR-WALLERS FIND TOUGH COMPETlTION-fstanding I. to r.) 

Freddy Montoya (coordinator). "Black Bob" Vasquez, Manuel Con- 
treras, "Diablo” Nava, Lalo Reza, Tody Merjil (captain), Freddy 
Flores, Emile Catherine; (kneeling I. to r.) "Buggy" Sosa, Leonard 
Romero, Chante Montono, Manuel Perez, and Allan Santos (Perez 


and Santos took first 
spending a minute on each game 
checking to see how their money 
was doing. New idols were idol- 
ized and old idols buried and put 
down 

Those of you who won. don’t 
go to the canteen expecting to 
get paid off in ducats like it was 
done previously. The prize mon- 
ey will be put on your books 
eventually, whenever they fig- 
ure you don't need it. 

The coordinator of the suc- 
cessful tournament was Carlos 
Moreno. Here's the results of 
the meets: 

Sports Spotlites 

Sports Illustrated 

Steve Matulac of San Bruno. 
Calif . the northern California 
8-year-old judo champion, won 
the national title for 9-year-olds 
at an AAU sponsored meet at 
Arizona State University. 

Only four feet tall, he defeat- 
ed eight boys, all almost a foot 
taller. 


in C competition). 

A LEAGUE 

1. Carlos "Zodiac"Reyes it David 

"Dog" Gomez 

2. Tudy Merjil it "Black Bob” 

Vasquez 

3. Alfred Lujan it "Diablo" Nava 

B LEAGUE 

1. Sammy Moreno & Emile Cath- 
erine 

2 Leonard Romero it Freddy 
Florez 

3. Manuel Contreras & Lalo Reza 

C LEAGUE 

1. Manual Perez it Allen Santos 

2 Sam Anderson it "Buggy” Sosa 

3. Goni Ortiz & Chanate Montono 

Here is the complete list of those 
men who competed in the tourna- 
ment. Tudy Merjil, Porto Colon. 
Zodiac Reyes, David Gomez. Yoyo 
Naranjo. Jack Ayers. Black Bob 
Vasquez. Diablo Nava. Alfred Lu- 
jan. Danny Hererra. Sammy Mo- 
reno. Black Segura. Chico Robert- 
son. David Balasco. Jim Shuman. 
Pat Brady. Lalo Reza. Freddy Flo- 
rez. Leonard Romero. Bob Fres- 
quez. Huero Garcia. Jamie Albert; 

Emile Catherine, Ray Gonzales. 
Larry Woods. Allen Santos, Smiley 
Paradez. Charlie Bernal. Chanate 
Montono. Buggy Sosa. Pete Jara- 
millo. Corkey Madero, Manual 
Perez. Manual Contreras. Carlos 
Menchaca Tevan Avila. Goni Ortiz. 
Chicali Rivera. David Avalos; 

Rudv Montes, Ralph Mata. Gerald 
Anderson. Speedy Gonzales. Wild- 
cat Murray. Tony Yrineo. Gato Ga- 
llegos. Desi Gonzales.Tacuche Gon- 
zales Carlos Moreno. 


John Hill. 12. of Nashville, 
completed his Junior Knot Hole 
League season with a 7-1 pitch- 
ing record, including four no- 
hitters and 118 strikouts in 65 
innings. 

In 33 at-bats he had 24 hits 
(eight of them homeruns) for a 
727 average, and batted in 30 
runs. 


Gene Mirkin of Rockville, 
Md.. broke five world distance- 
running records for his age 
group as an eight-year-old. 

He ran the half-mile in 2:38.7, 
1.320 yards in 4:17, the mile in 
5:40.8. the two-mile in 12:10.2, 
and the three-mile in 20:034 
(breaking the old mark by 
1:32.6). 


W EEKEND SPORTS 
SCOREBOARD 
SATURDAY 

(intramural basketball — league) 

Red Bullets-67 Black Knicks-65 
(intramural volleyball — practice 
1st Game 2nd Game 3rd Game 
Reds- 12 Reds- 12 Reds- 12 
Knights- 10 Knights-7 Knights-6 
SUNDAY 

(intramural basketbal! — league) 

Gold Pacers-89 Green Lakers-81 
(intramural volleyball — practice) 
1st Game 2nd Game 3rd Game 
Hogs- 12 Hogs- 12 Hogs- 12 
Bears-8 Bears-8 Bears- 10 
•Story and photos will appear in 
next issue. 


Power Meet 

There will be a Power Lift 
Meet held in the gym on Sun- 
day, Dec. 19 and cash prizes will 
be awarded. 

All interested weightlifters 
should sign up in the gym be- 
fore Dec. 12, and be ready for 
the weighin to be held on Sat- 
urday, Dec. 18. 

The three lifts will be the 
bench press, the squat, and the 
dead-lift. 

Band room 

Needs 

Repairman 

Mr. Cliff Olsen, band director, 
is in need of an instrument re- 
pairman. 

Any man who wishes to be con- 
sidered for the position should 
write to him in the bandroom, 
or phone him at 291. 

The man applying should have 
some experience. This is a very 
good paying job outside. 

Although not a pay number, 
the position is a full-time assign- 
ment with some night work. In- 
mate should have a Medium A 
or better. 


By Ray Hamilton 

Interestingly enough, San 
Quentin has always enjoyed the 
reputation of being the “Mecca 
of Maul” because of its athletic 
activities, but this is due mainly 
to its ideal geographical loca- 
tion. 

Centrally located as a hub in 
a giant wheel, it is exposed to 
many cities in the Bay Area and 
environs. The cultural variable 
themes indigenous to this re- 
gion, especially the area of San 
Francisco with its cosmopolitan 
atmosphere and habitues of 
many arts and professions, nat- 
urally would see and develop 
the vast potential created by the 
many men confined here. 

During World War II with its 
bond rallies and drives giving 
birth to the boxing “smokers" 
because of this advantageous 
geographical location and its 
close proximity to the Alameda 
Naval Air Station, Treasure Is- 
land and Camp Stoneman near 
Pittsburg, Calif. 

Thus began a trend that put 
San Quentin on the fistic map 
that still hovers over it today. 

The large gathering of serv- 
icemen in thesb locales, with 
their resultant huge and untap- 
ped array of fistic talent, pre- 
sented a promoter’s dream in 
bringing the men from these 
huge installations to San Quen- 
tin where there were an equally 
number of available men of ath- 
letic ability ready and willing to 
engage in bouts with worth- 
while adversaries. 

On the other hand, that grim 
old prison fortress nestled in 
the rolling hills, and situated on 
the banks of the American Riv- 
er known as Folsom, was by 
comparison, an obscure and al- 
most unheard of place by the 
followers of fistiana due to its 
inaccessibility, and the added 
fact that it was believed by the 
initiated to house only those 
men who were completely hard- 
ened and had lost all redeem- 
ing graces. 

"Banished to Folsom" be- 
came something of an unsavory’ 
indication of one’s complete de- 
pravity. even if this conceptual 
actuality was theoretical un- 
sound and eminently unfair to 
the unlucky fellows who found 
themselves residents of that 
grim old granite prison. But 
even if this concept was inaccu- 
rate, the opportunity for most 
progressive pursuits, including 
boxing, was lessened consider- 
ably once you found yourself at 
Represa, Calif. 

Too. the secluded geograph- 
ical location of Folsom did not 
help, but hindered its promi- 
nence, since only the most avid 
sport enthusiast sought it and 
the visitors to view .« ich a pro- 
gram then found 1*-ese same 
activities greatly curtailed due 
to maximum restrictive require- 
ments and the athletic program 
that had, because c: them, be- 
come all but nonexistent. 

Moreover, the tours afforded 
the outside citizenry at San 
Quentin and other exposure de- 
vices portrayed an entirely dif- 
ferent type of picture, and with 
condemned row and the lethal 
chamber added attractions here 
this brought many prison curi- 
ousity seekers, so the prison 
took on added prominence and 
significance because of this 
monstrosity. 


Analogy 

i 

Thus when the crowds came [ 
to Esque. many of the leather 
pushers here achieved fistic 
fame due to the upsurge of this 
sport and the night-time "smok- 
ers." 

On the other hand Folsom, 
although basking in a far lesser 
fistic glory by virtue of this de- 
nial of such exposure for its 
fighters, found it increasingly 
difficult to sustain an athletic 
program that would bring in 
the outside populace in vast 
numbers. So although contrast- 
ingly \g(t apart in prominence, 
the two prisons afford the per- 
fect illustration of another side 
effect of this system and what 
it produces within the men 
themselves. 

Of prime interest and con- 
cern to the outside viewer has 
been his desire to see those in 
durance vile, in their natural 
setting with as little expense 
and effort as possible, engage in 
a contest where each man does 
his best and without the obvious 
"professionalism” which is 
spoiling the sport on the out- 
side. San Quentin, with its huge 
reservoir of fistic talent, has 
achieved this for many of these 
men with a minimum of effort 
and expense due to its central 
location and its willing contest- 
ants. 

Because of this need for fistic 
talent, the physically inept and 
mediocre fighter has found San 
Quentin a haven and Folsom a 
hell. Many of the so-called 
"champions" or men of cham- 
pionship caliber of San Quentin 
when they resumed their fistic 
career upon arrival at Folsom, 
literally were "punching bags” 
when facing these formidable 
leather pushers. Many who had 
enjoyed reputations as being 
devastating punchers and 
worthwhile journeymen fight- 
ers found to their amazement 
they could get no further than 
an occasional "curtain raiser” 
or “semi-windup” in the prelim- 
inaries on the Folsom boxing 
card. 

There were exceptions to 
this rule, of course, but gener- 
ally. many of those who had 
been feared at Esque for their 
fistic prowess were found sadly 
lacking in fistic ability when 
facing the caliber of fighter that 
Folsom, with its rigid training 
schedules and tough competi- 
tion. produced. 

With a scarcity of jobs for 
many men at Folsom, and an 
abundance of idle time on their 
hands for conditioning and per- 
fecting their art, the Folsomite 
was a finely conditioned and 
polished fighter attuned to the 
art of commercialized brutality 
by the time he climbed into the 
squared circle. 

Many weeks or even months 
had been spent, from early 
morning until late afternoon, 
including that time when the 
sun reaches its zenith genera- 
ting heat of up to 130*. running 
and boxing and readying them- 
selves for that inevitable day 
when they would have to face 
an equally fine conditioned and 
skilled opponent in a ring in 
that same blazing heat. 


L San Queniin News 

Sfronta | 


College Opportunity Program Offered 


Each of the state colleges in 
California has developed an ed- 
ucational opportunity program 
which addresses the particular 
needs of the minority, low-in- 
come students. 

These programs provide op- 
portunity for the student to re- 
ceive special tutoring, counsel- 
ing. academic advisement, and 
financial aid as a means of as- 
sisting these individuals in gain- 
ing a college education. 

To be eligible for considera- 
tion for nomination as a candi- 
date. each inmate must meet 
the following criteria: It Be a 
resident of California. 2) Be 
from a minority or low-income 
background. 3» Possess poten- 
tial for academic success in a 
slate college program. 

If you meet these categories, 
or requirements, and are inter- 

Damage Slight in 
Welding Shop 

A small fire occurred in the 
alley welding shop. Thursday 
night. Nov. 11. 

Responding to the first alarm 
at 10:38 p.m.. Fire Crew No. 1 
arrived on the scene some seven 
minutes later where they were 
met by Officer D. E. Urhammer. 
the night education officer. 

The fire, caused by a leak in 
an acetylene hose, emitted a 
large amount of smoke and it 
was at first feared that the ed- 
ucation building itself was afire. 

Galen Lokey. truck captain 
for crew No. 1. entered the 
smoke-filled building with a 
C02 extinguisher and put out 
the fire, and except for some 
carnage to the welding rig. loss 
of property was slight 

Fire Crew No. 2 also respond- 
ed to the blaze, and although 
its crew, beaded hy Bob Lokey. 
broke out their equipment, they 
were not needed. 

The scene was inspected by 
Relief Fire Chief DillSrd. and 
later by Fire Chief Nordstrom. 
Their findings were given over 
to Mr Goertz. chief of plant 
operations who has left instruc- 
tions for all the shops to take 
extra precautions in fire pre- 
vention in the future. 

SouttrlBlock 
Gets Leadman 

The South East Housing Unit 
has a leadman blockworker for 
the first time. 

Albert Sheehee has been a 
blockworker for over two years, 
and has held down many jobs 
in the unit in that period. He 
was a tier-tender, shower room 
man. key-man. and now is the 
white- room man for C and D 
sections. 

Sheehee has proven by his 
work that he is able to handle 
the job He is an easy going guy 
that likes people and people 
like him. 


ested in applying for a nomina- 
tion. forward a letter stating so 
and include the pertinent in- 
formation on items one. two. 
and three. Mail or address all 
letters to the address at the end 
of this article. 

It must be noted, however, 
that this is just a nomination 
The college may or may not 
accept the nomination. Also, all 
release planning has to be a part 
of the approved parole plan 

Address all letters to: 

MR. K. W. HAYBALL. 
Supervisor of Correctional 
Education Programs 


A A Group to 
Resume Meetings 

A recent decision on the sta- 
tus of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has been announced by Associ- 
ate Warden J. W. L. Park. 

The AA meetings are to re- 
sume on Thursday. Nov. 18. 
under the following conditions. 

• The meetings will be held 
in the sections of the south din- 
ing hall. 

• Attendance will be limited 
to 100 inmates, subject to 
screening by the watch lieuten- 
ant. 

• One sponsor must be pres- 
ent for each 50 men, and the 
watch lieutenant is authorized 
to limit the unlock to match the 
number of sponsors present. 

• If the number of men wish- 
ing to participate should exceed 
100. two groups may be formed 
and meet in alternate weeks 

• Outside participants will be 
limited to 12. 

MAC to Send Man 
Home for Xmas 

By Ray Parra 

The Mens Advisory Council 
in an effort to promote active 
participation from the mainline 
has accepted a gift of $50 to be 
donated to one prisoner from 
San Quentin to be sent home on 
a 72- hour pass for Christmas. 

The following requirements 
must be met to be eligible for 
consideration. 

• Must be a prisoner of San 
Quentin. 

• Must be able to meet the 
present requirements for a 
72-hour pass. 

• Must be without funds and 
unable to obtain money 
through other sources and 
for which the $50 will pro- 
vide sufficient transporta- 
tion 

• Subject’s name must be 
submitted prior to Thurs- 
day. Dec. 2. 

This notice is a request to the 
population to submit the names 
of those men whom you believe 
should receive consideration. 


Stabbed Felon Mum 

< S.F. Examiner News Release * 


A Death Row inmate at San 
Quentin remained mum today 
about the persons who attacked 
him with '‘knives” fashioned 
from toothbrushes yesterday 
afternoon 

Chester A. Johnson. 27. con- 
demned to die for Oakland and 
Los Angeles murders, was treat- 
ed for superficial stab wounds 
in the stomach, neck and both 
arms and then was returned to 
his cell. 

Except for walking up to a 
guard in the old Death Row- 


exercise area to say, “I've been 
stabbed." he has remained si- 
lent about the incident. 

A search of condemned row 
turned up two toothbrushes 
with sharpened handles and a 
sharpened spool used to hold 
twine. 

Johnson, an ex-convict and 
Michigan parole violator, was 
convicted of killing Dr. Glenn 
Ivar Olsen in Oakland and Loren 
Silliphant. 18. son of screen 
writer Sterling Silliphant, in Los 
Angeles. 


San 



v.il. XI.I. N.i. .V, TAMAI., CALIFORNIA 'W Friday. N.. vi-iii 1mt !'). 1971 

Inmate Groups Hold Meeting 
To Discuss Future Programs 

By Bobby Blanton 

A meeting was held Tuesday, Nov. 9, in the prerelease center in which the heads 
of the various inmate activity groups and their sponsors came together to discuss re- 
activation of the groups. 

Under the direction of Associate Warden J. W. L. Park, staff members present 
were Mr. Paul Lemon, industries manager; Mr. Nate Moreland, SATE sponsor, and 
Mr. Raphael Ochoa, sponsor of EMPLEO. 


The various inmate groups 
were represented by Ramon 
Gonzales. EMPLEO president. 
Ray Parra, job developer, and 
Juan Banegas. secretary. SATE 
was represented by Dennis 
Johnson. Huston Wheeler, and 
James Shuman of SCOPE. The 
Indian Culture Group was head- 
ed up by Larry Porter and Isi- 
dro Gali. 

The stated purpose of the 
meeting was to call the groups 
together in order to discuss the 
prerelease programs of each 
self-help group, and to coordi- 
nate their activities with the 
men with dates and the job 
developers. 

Parks stated that the re- 
sources in this area are very 
important in getting men out 
as soon as possible. Many ques- 
tions were posed at this time, 
but Mr Park was unable to put 
answers tc all of them. 

The inmates wanted to know 
when they could begin holding 
meetirgs again and get the ball 
rolling. To this. Park addressed 
himselt. t,< the men and said, 
“My pf» ns are to meet with the 
executive body of each group, 
talk over ’heir plans, and acti- 
vities, and find out what they 
would like to do. As my new- 
job will be to help coordinate 
the groups with the inside and 
outside sponsors." 

When asked about freedom 
of movement for the men who 
are without dates. Park conti- 
nued. "Most of the movement 
in the institution is by ducat. 
If a man has any problem, all 
he has to do is to write me a 
letter at the prerelease building 
in care of the group concerned. 
This is for men who have dates 
that are having trouble finding 
a job. I know that sometimes the 
institution mail gets mixed up 
and has to be rerouted, but it 
usually gets to the proper place 
in the end. 

“I’m working with Lt. Wat- 
kins " Park continued, “to start 
the AA program again as soon 
as possible as it is one of the 
programs required by the Adult 
Authority. As for the SQUIRES 
and Tamal Cavaliers who do 
not have job development pro- 
grams, their groups will begin 
at a later date. How soon, I don't 
know at this time.” 

Mr, Nate Moreland, sponsor 
of SATE, then spoke, saying, “I 
would like the men who have 
stuck by the SATE organization 
to know we have continued with 
our ouside activities. The SATE 
Auxilary Committee meetings, 
and Doctor Novel Smith, our 
outside sponsor, have had three 
meetings. Also Counseleers 
West are planning to raise 
money for men who will be go- 
ing on 72-hour passes. SATE 
also offers to help men on these 
passes as we have two alterna- 
tive houses in Oakland where 
a man can sleep and eat while 
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looking for a job." 

Larry Porter, chairman of In- 
dian Affairs said, "We will have 
a problem as our outside job 
coordinator is a woman and the 
men will have to see her in the 
visiting room.” To which Park 
replied that "She might be re- 
placed by a man in the near 
future." 

Juan Banegas of EMPLEO 
then stated that his group would 
like to have a meeting as soon as 
possible as their president had 
a parole date and would be 
leaving soon, and that he would 
soon be going on a 72-hour pass 
shortly. 

There seemed to be a bone 
of contention at the meeting 
when Larry Porter of the 
Indian group raised the point 
that he felt it to be unfair for 
the Indian Cultural Group to 
have to wait on the others be- 
fore starting up. Porter felt that 
as his organization was in fact 
intact and could return to nor- 
mal, further delay would b£ of 
a negative nature and serve no 
good purpose. 

At the conclusion of the meet- 
ing, Mr Lemon said that he 
felt the discussions had been of 
a frank and fruitful nature and 
expressed the hope that all the 
groups involved would be able 
to return to normal at an early 
date. 


Gains Scored 
By Hobby 
Committee 

A hobby agend^ was held 
Wednesday. Nov. 3.\between the 
Hobby Committee oMhgMen's 
Advisory Council (MACTT'and 
staff. 

Three points were raised, two 
of which were approved, the 
third submitted for further 
study. 

The first item brought up was 
that men involved in the hobby 
program be allowed to make 
mail-outs at the cost of materi- 
al, rather than the retail price 
set by the hobby manager, 

This was approved by the 
hobby manager, and it was stat- 
ed that the value for insurance 
purposes would remain at the 
material value, and not the re- 
tail value. 

The suggestion was then 
raised that a “Patch" machine 
for the purpose of sewing leath- 
er be purchased, but this was 
submitted to Mr. Lemon to find 
out the cost of such a machine 
and he would report back at the 
next hobby agenda meeting on 
Dec. 2. 

Another item that was ap- 
proved was that nude paintings 
be allowed in the hobby store. 
Although approved, this would 
have to conform to good taste 
set forth by the arts and crafts 
teacher. 

The Hobby Committee of the 
MAC has long been working to 
upgrade the hobby program in 
conjunction with Mr. Schmide, 
hobby manager, and Mr. Donald 
Wittry, supervisor of academic 
instruction. 

William Colbert, hobby com- 
mittee director, has assured the 
News that every effort will be 
made to give the men of San 
Quentin a hobby program sec- 
ond to none. 



NEW YEARS SHOW PREVIEW-KSQ's Bob FennellV (left) playing 
the lead rote in "Diary of a Mad Housewife" while Director Bill 
lawhon looks on. Barr Choice is seen directing the "Boys in the 
Band." Choreography by Merritt. 
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Editor: 

I am reminded that one of the constitutional 
rights handed down by our forefathers was "free- 
dom of the press.” Of course being a convict 
here in the joint. I suppose 2,400 some odd fellow* 
along with myself, at least for the time.fc«iag, 
fall under a different constitution: you might call 
it “The Institution Constitution." If such an as- 
sumption is leaning in the right direction then 
it would ' Should be equally appropiate to *ay wo 
have our own government. 

The citizenry at this walled hamlet have tatay 
modes of communication. But! specifically I aero 
in on our own newspaper, which should print 
things right out front. In other words . . . w eed s 
are message carriers, whether they be in pat«We, 
prose or poetry It's how they're beaded together 
that paints the picture. And when a picture is 
translucent, the viewer knows. He's no dummy! 

So let's have a little comity amongst ourselves 
by recalling the whispers of propensity. To wit: 
In the October 29 edition of the San Quentin 
.News I enjoyed the harrowing antics of our fan- 
ciful friend The Fat Phantom who so vividly 
bounced with mirth for three acts to the talented 
moods of Mr. Watson 

The Fat Phantom also exacted some untquff 
maneuvers and cast himself through heavy di«. 
alogue in getting that letter scaled for posting. 
And therein a message was told: Airmail, bound 
for overseas, is indeed weighed to the half ounce 
(by the ounce in the States!. But in contrast, did 
you know that 4 lhe postal rate for manuscripts 
mailed to a publishing house here in thgU.S.A. is 
only 14c a pound and only 7c for each accompany- 
ing pound. (I work in the mailroom.) 

On another note I'm sorry to hear that the 
ants are having it so tough. Maybe if we modify 
the ingredients in our soft drinks? Then too, I 
was shocked and- saddened to learn that Melvin 
the Fly had died from lack of oxygen because he 
had flown too high in his attempt to join his 
human friend Mr Clark (I'm sure Mr. Clark has 
wired Melvin's brother Wilbur about the mishap). 

October 29. 1971 is a very memorable day. On 
that day 1 trudged home from the outpost to dis- 
cover a U-Save 'Em envelope somebody had 
tossed in on my bunk My submitted poem (Prison 
Mailroomi, along with its cover letter had been 
thrown back at me. In part, the cover letter said: 
"This no poetry’ campaign has been launched 
before, but yielded, to the moral vote of our 
readers: a large percentage of which reside 
right here in this resort by the bay. I’m sure you’ll 
agree that the paper's prime target is our col- 
leagues in blue.” Boldly scrolled across this poor 
oF letter were these words: "S.Q. News-No more 
poems -We are operating in full 'News and need 
all space for news." This literary thorn was dated 
10-29-71. 

Well! What is News?? Surely it’s not micro- 
scopic! Then it must be telescopic! In its applica- 
tion to inform, entertain and influence. It all 
depends on how the words are beaded together. 

So if this article appears in the S.Q. News 
a Gulliver Step has been taken by both teams 
and empathy is working for liaison. 

Forrest D. Aikin. B-23251. 4-W-83 


fetter wai received this week from 

_fer, Rosa Cruz, who resides in Peru. 

Thft fetttr wws translated from the Spanish by Ynes 
Subfe of tho north block. 


Dearest Godfathers; 

I hope that when my letter is received that all 
my dear Godfithers will be in the best of health. 
As for me and ray family, we are in good health. 
Now that I’ve wished you all good health, I would 
like to say the following: 

Since last Wednesday, all schoolteachers have 
been on strike. We have been out of school and 
we don't know when the strike will be settled 
Although school is out, I have been studying at 
home, and I also help my mother do the things 
that have to be done around the house. 

I am very grateful for having received your 
monthly allowance of $290.30. I appreciate the 
money, but your letter made me feel very proud 
to have such good and kind Godfathers 

My father has been reconstructing the house 
a little bit at a time. He works three days a week 
for our daily needs, and three days he works on 
the house. 

Having nothing else to say at this time. I would 
like you to receive the good wishes of my father 
and mother, my little brothers and my grand- 
mother. 

I will -close ft now with a strong embrace for 
'•ail my ’Godfathers. 

Your Goddaughter, 

— Rosa Cruz 

Letter to Editor 


Dear Editor. 

I like your new column. "A Still Small Voice.” 
by Doctor Kleinmaier. Basically, because for 
about three years now I've been in the process of 
re-orienting myself to fit into the humanistic 
frame. 

But I’ve wondered ever since the column be- 
gan if the large number of people that the good 
doctor directed the column to are really reading 
it. 

That is to say. are these persons seriously read- 
ing. comprehending, and heeding the serious, 
quiet, clearKmessage of "A Still Small Voice?", 
e.g., reading it to read it, to absorb it,. to digest it, 
and to use it to facilitate needed changes in their 
attitudes in their dealing with other per.se is? 

If my vision is partially clear, and my hearing 
fairly accurate, 1 would sadly announce that the 
answer is negative, and our well conditioned lips 
and bodies continuously, but loudly, proclaim un- 
consciously that "I'm okay, they're not okay" etc. 
And the mass of mental pollution of the paranoid 
variety goes on and on. "A Still Small Voice” not 
withstanding. 

Respectfully vours. 

— Steve Jarvis 


Please send The San Quentin News to me for 
the following number of issues. 

Q 1 year, 52 issues, $1.00 

□ 2 years, 104 issues, $2.00 

Make all checks payable to The San Quentin 

News. 

Name ... 


Dear Editor. 

Wish to compliment you and your staff on the 
recent steady improvement of the S.Q. News. 
There is a visual growth and a solid promise of 
full future maturity. 

The column by Dr. G. W. Kleinmaier is espe- 
cially good in it’s content and presentation. The 
views presented by Dr. Kleinmaier may be 
thought opinionated by some, and are. but cer- 
tainly must be accepted for their constructivness 
and welcome for the potential of content which 
offers a banquet of positive thought-provoking 
ideas to the reader. 

Of equal importance to this reader is that I feel 
that Dr. Kleinmaier very likely lives as he writes 
and would be very pleased if all could come to 
some of the realizations concerning life and self 
as he has appeared to. 

It is hoped that there will be more writings in 
the News, as of late: with such, one may very well 
find and fashion the key that will open the door 
from their prison, whether spiritual or material. 
For we all need to focus more on the now and 
reality and lessen our inner urgings to believe in 
escapes, or unreality, which most likely is what 
erected the present walls that surround most of 
us here or within mind, and wherein we forfeited 
what 1 must believe to be our right to what is in- 
tended to be a very enjoyable experience. That 
is this experience we have chosen to call Life. 

Sincerely, Girvo Schroeder B-28315 l-N-17 
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By Phillip C. Clark 

November has come to this Bastille and with it cold nights and 
sometimes windy days. The men have begun to wear their melton 
jackets again, and the watch caps have started to appear on many 
heads. 

I guess the men greet the approaching winter with mixed feel- 
ings, and when the day dawns and they get hit in the face on a 
morning with a bucket of rain, everyone, without doubt, snivels a 
bit. Still, the seasons change. I don't think being in prison changes 
all that much. 

Last night in the west block I overheard two men bemoaning the 
fact that we don’t get any snow here. Now this would seem odd to 
say the least to men raised in this sunny clime, but these men 
were from New England states where snow and cold weather are 
a fact of life. Crisp mornings, maple trees, the silent fall of snow; 
all were in their conversation. Homesickness and loneliness touch 
us all. It's just too bad that these men had to come so far to find it. 

A walk around the institution will show a subtle change to the 
long-time resident The grass on the football field droops a bit, the 
underside of the sfirtrbs and tree leafs have turned brown or rose, 
and even though we have had but a few sprinkles, the earth is 
brown and rich. Winter and fancy walk hand in hand, yet some- 
more bricks have fallen out of the old Sash and Blind. 

The coming winter has brought something else along with cool 
nights. A sense of hope? Yes. I think you could say that. The men 
look forward more to the monthly Board, even if it's not them 
going this time. There, is an undercurrent of expenctancy nurtured 
by the hope that the number of dates handed out last month will 
continue, and indeed, multiply .There appears to be a light in the 
distance, and though it may seem weak and flickering, it is no less 
real. But for many it has been so long — so long. 

ATTENTION ALL PENAL EDITORS: 

I know that most of you guys out there, and you gals too, work 
your tails off trying to put out the best product you can. In most 
cases you have to work under conditions that badger imagination, 
yet you cope. We here at the S.Q. News read your papers with a 
good deal of delight and expectation, and are only sorry that we 
don't receive more copies than we do so that we could share them 
with the men on the mainline. 

Look! Would it be possible for you to find room now and then to 
tel! us, and others on the circuit, a little about your paper and in- 
stitution? If from time to time you could run a short sketch of 
who you are and what you do. I for one would be happy to reprint 
it in the News as space allows. Not only would this give the men 
here and other places an insight into your work, but an enjoyment 
to all. 

Oh, we get the papers as do you. but it gets a little lonely and 
shadowy. We are all tied up in the same bag. so how about it? Also 
we would really appreciate any and all comments on how we 
could make our paper better. Hell, we’re amateurs too, and no 
doubt you out there have some pretty good ideas. If you don't 
want to stick it in the paper, drop me a line. I like to write an I 
can't think of many people I would rather write to. A letter now 
and then would be something else we could share with our readers. 
Think about it! 

Reflections in Blue: 

Sergeant Manning down on the industries gate jacked me up the 
other day because 1 had the wrong date on one of the photo cap- 
tions for a flick in the S.Q. Profile. I couldn't argue because this guy 
has been :n ■Q” so long I suspect him of having come over on the 
boat. 

In 10 minutes down at the gate he told me more about the his- 
tory of San Quentin than I was able to dig up in three days. They 
are crawling out of the woodwork, but I don’t mind, if vou listen 
you can sure learn a lot. 

I still haven t been able to con Warden Nelson into writing a 
column for the News. (This might help.) Of course, if Miss Hester 
has to type the thing that might be the reason. Still, Warden, I 
have had a lot o'f questions thrown my way by both those inside 
and out as to how come? Consider yourself zinged! 


To all men out there on mainline who have been writing in ask- 
ing about personal pieces, poetry and such, this blurb. We've only 
got four pages. Why not x? I think we could fill them. (By now 
Joe Stockers hair is standing right up on his head ! Sorrv ‘about 
that, Joe. 


That Cindere,,a bit about our sports editor was a dirty zing! 
What I d like to know now is who the devil's been dropping all 
those glass slippers on the upper yard?And speaking of the Hallo- 
ween Ball. whoever it was that set fire to Bill Cross's beard is in a 
world cf trouble. 


Who says that cons don't have hearts? The boys have coughet 
up enough money the past few days to send "Dally” Lewis bael 
to Maryland first-class. It was thought for awhile that we wouU 
have to pump him through the trans-continental pipeline Tin 
ding-dong is skinny enough. 


Dear Miss Valentine: Bob Roberts promises not to shuffle the 
aeck on the trust accounts anymore. 

Good Night “D." 
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San Quentin: 

Profile of a Monument— 1852-1971 
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SPANISH BLOCK, showing "Crazy Alley" and "Kid Alley." The 
dress of that day was strictly vertical. 


PART III 

A Rock And 
A Hard Place 

Bv Phillip C. Clark 
To say that things were tough 
in San Quentin in the 1880's 
would be woefully understating 
the case What with crowded 
conditions, rotten food, and the 
convicts running about in rags, 
it would seem that little more 
could be done to them Such 
was not the case. 

The logs of this era in the 
prison s history show that San 
Quentin was ruled by the whip 
This was something that neither 
Estell nor his successors may 
be blamed for in full. The logs 
make clear that the brutality 
and floggings were — often liter- 
ally— in the hands of the cap- 
tain or the deputy warden. An 
age of humane treatment and 
enlightment it wasn’t 
Ten years after the Euphemia 
unloaded her first convict, flogg- 
ings of 150 lashes were not un- 
common. Floggings offenses 
ranged from serious to the tri- 
vial. One day James Hudson 
took 50 lashes for stealing and 
‘ general inattention to his du- 
ties as a cook;” the next day 
Leonard Tufts took 150 lashes 
for planning a general rebellion 
February 1856 saw 11 flog- 
gings. none serious but involv- 
ing a total of 222 strokes of the 
w hip William Scott, recaptured 
after a bloody escape from Ma- 
rin Island, upon returning to the 
prison, was given 120 lashes by 
Captain George Wells; two 
weeks later he was whanged 
with 55 more, for a total of 175. 
Scott survived, but the log says 
nothing of his physical condi- 
tion after the floggings 
For lessor offenders there 
were chains of various lengths 
and weights. Working parties 
were chained together, and for 
individuals there were long 
chains, short chains, heavy 
chains, light chains, single irons, 
double irons, and cross irons. 

It was not until later when the 
prison passed under control of 
the state that torture became a 
recognized instrument of prison 
policy, and convicts became fa- 
miliar with the dungeon, the 
ladder, the water cure, and the 
jacket 

McCauley and McCauley 
John F. McCauley was one of 
the thousands of young men 
w ho came to California by way 
of the Mexican War and the 
Gold Rush. When he took over 
the prison in 1857. he ran the 


place like a force-labor camp, 
which it was. By the end of 1857 
the life of the San Quentin con- 
vict had fallen several steps 
from even the low conditions it 
had held under Estell. McCauley 
ignored the physical needs of 
the convicts. Ignored sugges- 
tions from Sacramento, ignored 
suggestions from his own offi- 
cers. ignored everything but his 
profit, and left the prison a 
wealthy man. 

This took some doing. Mc- 
Cauley worked the convicts in 
the brickyard 16 hours a day, 
fed them but twice, provided no 
uniforms so that the prisoners 
had to either provide their own 
or go naked. Conditions in the 
four-man cells were worse than 
ever, and in the Long Room. 300 
men. including a 15-year-old boy 
slept in three-decker bunks hud- 
dled together on lousy straw- 
mattresses under a single rag- 
ged blanket. He cut his guard 
force in half, paid them $40 a 
month, and refused to pay for 
the return of escaped prisoners. 

In the summer of 1857, the 
prison commissioners hired an 
architect nfrmed M. F. Butler to 
design a building which was 
actually built later on as a com- 
bination hospital, female prison, 
male lockup, and dungeon. Com- 
pleted in 1859, it still stands and 
houses the dental clinic 

Such a stink was raised both in 



J. P. AMES, first warden of San 
Quentin (1880-1883). 


Sacaramento and the press, that 
an emergency act was passed by 
the legislature, and on March 1. 
1858. Gov. John Weller took 
over the prison by force after 
having to break down the doors 
to the strong room for the keys, 
and tackling John Simms and 
removing the prison seal from 
his pocket. Governor Weller had 
the keys, the seal, and all nine 
points of the law, but he hadn’t 
reckoned on McCauley. 


McCauley’s Revenge 

For a time all was well with 
Governor Weller who person- 
ally ran the prison for a time 
until a board of directors was 
set up. Conditions improved a 
bit for the convicts, corporal 
punishment was lessoned, with 
more emphasis put on the dun- 
geon. Still Weller took the pre- 
caution of erecting a whipping 
post just outside the door of the 
dungeon. 

Two taverns existed at this 
time. Parkers, and one called 
the Point House. Here were en- 
acted many scenes of drunken- 
ness, and brawls attended by 
trusty and freemen alike. The 
story is told of one convict who 
was brought in to play his fiddle 
at the dances. One night he be- 
came light and put his fiddle 
away, saying. “I’m tired and I’m 
damned if I’ll play.” There was 
a small row over this, and the 
party broke up as a result. 

The prison log for May 13, 
1859, contains only the sober 
entry, “The Warden, on behalf 
of the State, delivered up the 
prison and prisoners to John F. 
McCauley, Esq.” 

In March of that year the 
Supreme Court directed that 
the prison be returned to Mc- 
Cauley, the legislature appro- 
priated the money to pay the 
$8,000 judgment against Weller 
dictated by the court, and Mc- 
Cauley was again in possession 
of San Quentin. 

On April 30, 1860, .the State 
offered McCauley $275,000 as 
settlement of all claims and 
judgments, and to turn the 
prison back to the state. After 
a delay to finish up some profit- 
able contracts, McCauley ac- 
cepted the state's offer on Aug. 
11, 1860, but stayed in charge 
for two months more. 

Prison Hulk 
Unearthed 

In 1921 during the excavation 
for the Federal Reserve Bank 
of San Francisco, an old wooden 
hulk was unearthed. 

The contractors notified the 
curator of the National Mari- 
time Society Museum of San 
Francisco, who after study of 
the hulk declared it to be that 
of the Brig, Euphemia, which 
was used in the early 1850’s to 
house the State’s convicts, and 
was their home while the first 
prison buildings at San Quentin 


were under construction. 

Thus ended the period^of 
lessees, and from then on con-, 
trol has been by the state. 

The Walls 

In 1855 a contract was let to 
James Smiley to construct the 
prison walls. They were to be 
500 feet on each side and 20 
feet high, the first 10 feef of 
rough-hewn stone, while the up- 
per ten feet were to be of brick 
with a stone cap. The cost of 
$180,000. with the prison sup- 
plying the stone, brick, and 
labor caused a great scandal, 
and furthermore the walls, in- 
stead of forming a square of 500 
feet, were lengthened, the south 
wall being 600 feet, and the 
north wall 524 feet which 
formed a trapezoid instead of a 
square. It may be wondered 
whether or not the contractor 
was paid by the cubic foot. 

Much of the original wall still 
stands, and there are places in 
the lower yard where the brick 
top and cap stand exposed. 

On Oct. 11, 1860, Lt. Governor 
I. N. Quinn took over as warden, 
but was killed in an accident on 
Jan. 5, 1861. The job was taken 


over by Pablo de la Guerra. 

Grapeshot and Laughter 
As has been noted, the women 
prisoners were not without male 
admirers. It is a recorded fact 
that two high officers of the 
prison carried guns for each 
other over the question of who 
was to be known as “Scotch 
Mary’s Man.” 

While there were taverns of 
note during the period, other, 
less formal ones existed in such 
diverse places as the cookhouse, 
and Wood’s Bar in the Mason’s 
boarding house; all of which the 


girls and others had access to 
all times. 

In 1854, one Thomas McFar- 
land Foley, a prisoner, after 
three weeks was appointed a 
night guard on a salary. Two 
months later the same Mr. Foley 
burglarized the prison safe of 
$500 and “faded away.” 

During the period 1 of Joseph 
Walkup in 1858, a number of 
prisoners were hurriedly load- 
ing a schooner with brick, when 
one of the guards on the hill 
made up his mind that they 
were trying to escape. Without 
a moments notice or reflection, 
he fired a quart or so of buck- 
shot from the brass cannon, kill- 
ing nine prisoners and wound- 
ing twice that many. 



WARDEN PAUL SHIRLEY, Esque's 
second mentor of the Cons of 
"Q" (1883 to 1887). 


And so ended an era. From 
the 1860’s on, San Quentin was 
to know periods of violence and 
troubles, but they would lack 
the color of the early years. Yet, 
for the convicts involved, 
change would come slowly. Not 
yet the days of enlightened pen- 
ology, more less decent treat- 
ment. Estell and McFarland 
were gone, but Chellis and 
Aguirre were just around the 
corner. 


Marin County Journal, April 27, 
1861 : 

The Journal claims the follow- 
ing positions and pay to be in 
effect at San Quentin: 

1 Warden $150 

1 Capt. of Guard $125 

1 Lt. of Guard $100 

1 Clerk Unknown 

1 Commisary $125 

1 Turnkey $100 

1 Gate Keeper $76 

2 Boat Capt. $75 

1 Boat Capt $65 

1 Overseer Unknown 

28 Guards ...$50 

1 Physician $100 



THE WALLS under construction. Convict labor was used throughout. 
Bottom half native stone; top half brick made in the brickyard. 


TO BE CONTINUED 



THE PAROLE BOARD? At least they look a good deal happier than 
the cons. Of course the bar in the background might just have 
something to do with the levity. 
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Intramural Basketball Action 


Bullets Upset Knicks, 67-65; 

Lakers Beaten By Pacers, 89-81 

Knighten Rides 

Out Pressure 


•By T. D. VENTURA- 


BULLETS NOT SHOOTING BLANKS! 

There have been a few general comments passed my way 
concerning my last Locker Room column. It seems I sorta put down 
one ol the intramural basketball teams — the Bullets — and they 
didn’t think it was right. Well, before I get into my reasons as to 
why 1 picked them to finish last in the league, 1 want to make it 
clear that this is no cleanup on my part. I meant exactly what 
I said. 

I did not make these uncomplimentary statements just out of 
thin air I was approached by two of the team’s top players who 
told me that due to the constant arguing and confusion as to who 
was really running the team, that they had decided to quit. Know- 
ing full well what eventually happens with a team who has ‘‘too 
many chiefs and no indians,” to me, a last-place finish for them 
was inevitable. 

One more thing that I feel must be clarified: When I criticized 
the Bullets, I was not referring to them talent-wise, because 
man-for-man they have as good and a^strong a team as the others 
do. And I think they more than proved that fact by upsetting Joe 
Ratti's Knicks in the opening league game last week. Like I stated, 
guys, prove me wrong and I’ll be the first to give you credit for 
doing it. 

And, from .what I've seen so far this season, any team has a 
chance to win it — then again, any team has a chance to make 
the cellar too! 


BULLETIN BOARD . . While talking with Sgt. Terry Plant 
i assistant “super” of ‘Tec.”) I learned that he is still trying to get 
the lower yard and gym open for aHblocks on the weekends as 
well as the holidays. Night gym st^ed last Tuesday, but so far, 
very few men from the north and west honor blocks have signed 
up. Plant stated that the east and south blocks will eventually be 
able to sign Up for night gym, and if more men don’t use this 
facility from the honor blocks, then those other units will be 
opened up sooner. Also, in practice is day gym open to seven-day 
workers. These men will be put on the movement sheet. Any man 
who is a seven-day worker and. wishes to participate in Chis pro- 
gram. sign up with your unit supervisor in your block or at your 
job assignment. Sgt Plant stated that the annual Sports Banquet 
usually held in December, was put off 'til sometime in the Spring. 

A fight card has been proposed and tentatively scheduled for 
sometime in December. The last fight card held here was the July 
Fourth card. 

The noon gym procedure is working out very well. Men not going 
to lunch can utilize the gym facilities from 11:30 to 1:00. Some of 
the activities include volleyball, handball, basketball, and weights. 


NEW YORK JOE RATTI GOIN' TO THE HOOP! 


-Photo by G»ry Mtr 


San Quentin News 


Fight Program Discussed 
At Recent Gym Meeting 


NORMAN M.YRTIN, present welterweight king of San Quentin, 
will soon be leaving for CIM for prerelease, via parole. Martin won 
his coveted crown from veteran Ernie Marshall in a hard fought 
p ■ HMii battle on the July Fourth card 
r W ^ I of this >' ear also annexed the 

Ilf ■ middleweight^ crown in 1970 

$ In his entire ring career here. 

this skilled and astute ring war- 

has a 

Without dwelling on the sub- 
xDj|! who he fought with to a draw on 

^ ifg speed and ^ an impressive 

employ with devastating results, 
£§ this young gladiator is looking 

wnuMAki uadtim , . i .u forw ard to resuming his career 

NORMAN MARTIN (on rt.) w.th in southcra California. 

Ira, ner Frank Jackson So. bur loss will be CIM’s gain 

as we bid our welterweight king bye and successful campaigning 


MERE T1S DEPT And I'm sure you’ve all heard about the ATHLETE 

new John Sevcrnson Walson watch Wind it up and it wets on your A recruit . when asked if he had 
" ■ foot, replied: "Yes, once, when a 1 

And goodnite. BUZZ, hang tough, Brother . . . best girl.” 




Dry Cleaning Plant 


Job Placement No Problem 

PART II 

THE FINISHED PRODUCT 

By T. D. Ventura 

In the first part of this two-part series, the general 
history of the plant and some of its many services were 
brought to light. In Part II, we will look at the various 
stages that are used in getting the product ready for the 
customer; the various departments and those who run 
them; the benefits, job placement, restrictions, and pay 
scale that is offered one entering this field in here and on 
the streets. 
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By M. J. Easley 

In San Quentin there are two ways that an inmate may gain 
high school diploma. The fastest, and accredited way is the GE1 
high school diploma route. 

The second, and just as good way, is to do the 160 credits of th 
high school work, but this also takes a bit more time. 

Now, how do you set about 

getting on one of these routes? credit if you repeat the cours 
Quite simple, really. Allowance up to 30 credits ea<| 

GED High School Diploma may be given for military sq 

You can now apply for the may be given for military seif 

GED test without veteran status ice and/or civil work expel 

due to the recent deletion of The intensive core progra 
this rule by the Department of leading to a high school dipl 
Corrections. By passing the ma is a day academic prograi 
GED with a minimum score of For those more casual in the 
45 on each of the five parts, and needs and approach, a nig 
an average score of 50, you academic program is also ava 
qualify to take 30 approved able, 

credits in residency at San 
Quentin. 

When you m3Ve done this 
course work satisfactorily, you 
are eligible for a Bayview 
School high school diploma. 

Standard Method 

By enrolling in the regular 
high school program, if your 
scholastic standing is grade 9.0 
or better, and doing academic 
course work for 160 credits. Re- 
member, too, that you get one 
credit for each 25 hours of voca- 
tional training towards the 
high school diploma. 

Credit is also given for ac- 
ceptable high school work done 
elsewhere upon transcript 
evaluation. If you have taken a 
course successfully with credit, 
you cannot be given additional 


By Bobby Blanton 
Some time ago “Georgia Red” 
Smith had his cell ripped off for 
a pile of goodies. Georgia, being 
a member of the Men's Advisory 
Council (MAC), and twisted a bit i 
out of shape, brought the pro- 
posal before the group that the 
institution swing for hasps to be 
put on the doors in the south and 
east blocks. 

Knowing a good thing when 
they saw it, the MAC voted unan- 
imously to stick the joint for the 
funds needed for the job. 

The proposal for the hasps 
went out to the Warden's Agen- 
da, was approved, to everyone's 
stunned surprise, and the work 
has now started. 

Now the wheels of this place 
are said to turn a bit slowly at 
times, but turn they do. Melvin 
Bragia of the machine shop got 
the job of cutting out the 2,200 
parts needed. He sniveled a bit, 
An all-around plant operator, but not nearly as much as Pete 
licensed by the California State Buell who had to drill all the 
Board of Dry Cleaners, can earn holes in the things, 
up to eight or nine hundred a At nt .. Rcb .. Smith is 
month or roughly $175.00 a „ P wclding the hasDS t0 
week. He can also benefit from the doors in the south block and 
profit-sharing in the business. as s00 n as he's finished there he 
Presently, the training pro- will move on to the east block, 
gram at Q has a capacity of 16 The cell thieves will now have to 
men, and hopefully, someday it work for their ill-gotten gains. 


Some People 
Will Listen 


The Men’s Advisory Council, 
in order to serve the best inter- 
ests of the population must ask 
the entire population to spbmit 
suggestions and/or complaints. 

All communication will be 
acknowledged and the spnder 
notified as to final action taken 
and/or disposition of same. 

The members of MAC have 
been instructed by the president 
to carry paper and pencil in an 
effort to help all persons upable 
to write. 

It is the duty of all members 
to accept complaints and sug- 
gestions from everyone in blue 
regardless of area and present 
same to the floor. 

If you have a suggestion or 
complaint we want to hear it. 
We can’t predict results, but we 
will make sure that the right 
people are made aware of it. 

^Instead of burdening your 
neighbor with complaints, tell 
us about it. Chances are that we, 
the members of the Council, arc 
in a better position to get results 
than your neighbor. 

The Men’s Advisory Council’s 
participation is limited to advi- 
sory responsiblities in matters 
pertaining to the welfare of the 
inmate body as a whole. The 
Council has no disciplinary or 
administrative functions. 

On our regular meeting held 
Nov. 7, the Council welcomed 
five new members into the 
Council: Mr. V. Washington, Mr. 
J. JefTeries, Mr. H. Thomas, Mr. 
J. Hogan, and Mr. A. Davis. 

The reorganization of the 
Men’s Advisory Council started 
Oct. 30 with the addition of eight 
members. The latest additions 
brings the total membership to 
19. 

The Council, most of which is 
enthusiastic and sincere by all 
appearances, is new. This writer 
is also new to the Council, I have 
attended two meetings both of 
which were run in a smooth 
and efficient manner. 


Garden Chapel 
Hosts Song Group 

Services were held in the Gar- 
den Chapel on Thanksgiving 
Day featuring members of the 
Shiloh Temple Choir. 

Sponsored by the Teen Chal- 
lenge Church team, headed by 
Mr. Willie Ruelas, the choir en- 
tertained the men of this institu- 
tion with a medley of spiritual 
music. 

Hosts for the affair were Mr. 
Irving Ritter, Chdplains Neufeld 
and Tolson, and Mr. Frank But- 
ler. • 

The call to worship was lead 
by Chaplain Tolson, after which 
the congregation joined in sing- 
ing the hymn of thanksgiving, 
“Come Ye Thankful People.” 

The songs presented by the 
Shiloh Temple Choir were of 
psalms from the Bible. Jeff 
Smith was called upon to sing a 
solo, which he did while accom- 
paning himself on his guitar. 

The solo was followed by the 
trio of Ann Murgl, Brenda Geef- 
ert, and Janne Grubbs. They in 
turn were followed by a duet 
sung by Mr. and Mis. Bert Mon- 
toya of the Teen Challenge team. 

Well known for its seven 
years of service to the men of 
San Quentin, Teen Challenge 
has been one of the most popu- 
lar of the outside church groups 
that visit San Quentin. 

Teen Challenge has head- 
quarters in New York City, and 
branches in 32 other cities in the 
United States, Canada, Puerto 
Rico, and Argentina. 

Teen Challenge has set up a 
job placement center to aid in- 
mates upon release, and some 
ex-convicts have joined the 
church are working with the 
traveling teams. 
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Letters to the Editor 


PENAL PRESS 


Dear Editor; 

Your paper is interesting, attractive, and infor- 
mative. A really first-rate job you can be proud of. 

Quentin Ogden 
Los Angeles 


Number one on my list is Dale Daniels, "Our 
Search for Completeness." It was so lovely that 
I’m going to have copies made. Bastille by the Bay 
is excellent. What are the duties or the chaplain? 
Are psychologists, etc., available to those who 
need them? How about a "Readers Ask” column? 
Articles written by men advising young people 
against a life of crime. Debunking the excitment 
appeal. 

Mrs. H. Berce 
Pacifica, Calif. 


Could make the paper larger, and encourage 
more inmates to participate. Also like “A Still 
Small Voice," and "Our Search for Complete- 
ness.” The picture story about San Quentin is 
very entertaining. 

Rosetta Adams 
Carson, Calif. 


1 would like to see news of the type found in 
ordinary papers, good or bad. When something 
happens there, it is usually not in the paper, or 
usually deprecating comment. I like Ventura and 
Watson. Occasionally I think Ventura really scin- 
tillates. . . . 

Mrs. John Spick 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


I like those articles concerning the government 
inside the institution (i.e.,MAC), Adult Authority, 
and articles concerning paroles. Penal Press, and 
Bastille by the Bay. I especially like the articles 
by Mr. Clark on Esque’s history. I really enjoyed 
the Penal Press awards by J. S. Watson. Found 
the article on royalties for books written by in- 
mates most revealing. T. D. Ventura’s Locker 
Room for 11/5/71 was his best effort yet. What is 
aRUAFP? 


Dear Mike; - 
A RUAPP stands for 
Parole Program. 


Michael Brown 
Sacramento, Calif. 

"Release Upon Approval of 
—Editor 


News! I read the papers for current events in- 
formation not available elsewhere. I don’t like 
the Penal Press critiques as they are of no value 
to the outsider, and are presumptuous in any 
event. 


By John Severnson Watson 

STRAY SHOTS, Fort Leavenworth, Kan. — 
(September) Good art work, average repro and 
poor stories. But this issue is better than past 
efforts. 

TIME, Joliet, HI. — (July-August) This magazine 
is way below the past good productions. Every- 
thing seems all right except for the written con- 
tent which is mushy. 

SIDELINER, Peace River, Alberta, Canada — 
(September) A new editor takes the helm. Good 
humor and poor reproduction. Good luck to 
Larry Hilbom. 

EYE OPENER, McAlester, Okla. — (September) 
An outstanding issue. Editor Joe Carnes and ex- 
ecutive editor Rex Fletcher did a superb job here. 
“Thoughts While Serving Two Years’’ is a gas. 
“Flatwheel,” a reprint by famous reporter Jim 
Bishop, was startling and thought provoking. 
And, “A Child’s Day In Court,” another reprint, 
was excellent reporting on a frightening subject. 

But the best of all was “Some Thoughts About 
Prison” by Rex Fletcher. Cartoons and written 
humor top quality. Reproduction and layout 
superlative. Average to poor photos on your 
rodeo and perhaps too many reprints, but a first 
rate issue regardless. 

As a bonus to everything else, the Penal Press 
column was one of the best this reporter has seen 
on the circuit in a long, long time. And the story 
on the back page about prison hypocrisy was a 
Pulitzer Prize effort. 

Padnah, it was downright enjoyable and infor- 
mative to read this fine effort. 

THE DOME, Rahway, N.J. — ( August-Septem- 
ber ) Good issue that starts off with an excellent 
cover. But overall it was a little flat because of 
no written humor or cartoons. 

INSIDER, Dedham, Mass. — ( September-Octo- 
ber ) An eye-catching front cover. Was it partially 
hand painted? Wow! Also noticed the most inter- 
esting return address on your back cover; it's nev- 
er been spelled like THAT before, eh? Overall, 
good reproduction but the written words leave 
much to be desired. 

GSP NEWS, Reidsville, Ga. — (October 1) An- 
other fine issue here although, the headlines on 
page one are shaky in makeup and layout ... the 
writer thought it was the Menard Time when first 
glancing at it, and that isn’t a compliment. The 
repro was the usual good job. 

KALIEDOSCOPE, Niantic, Conn. — (Summer) 
An excellent article called “Movie Actions” by 
Joan Smith. You reprinted the words to a song, 
“My Way.” At the bottom of the verses you stated 
that the words were by Paul Anka with the origi- 
nal French lyric by Giles Thibault. Since the word 
lyric means words to a song, you have me con- 
fused. 


I would like to see more news. How about in- 
mate interviews about life philosophies, prison 
opinion, etc. Keep up the good work. Try to put 
some personal expression into the paper, either 
yours or others. Long, esoteric editorial columns 
put me to sleep. 

(How do you like that. Mr. Editor? Grrr!) That last 
bit was mine, and it hurt. Thank you- 

James Weil 
Mill Valley 


After about nine months of receiving the News, 
the first article I found really enjoyable was the 
history of San Quentin, "Profile of a Monument.” 
I would personally like to read some stories by the 
inmates. ( We are!) I don’t know if it’s permitted, 
but would like to see it. I like John Severnson 
Watson. 

Dave Johnson 
. Culver, *Ind. 

> 

I enjoy poetry the most. I would like to see 
more original stories, poetry, and drawings. I 
think Ventura is good, and I find the paper gener- 
ally interesting. I would like to know more about 
what you people are thinking about — and feeling. 

Jan and Rodger Stenbak 
Bellingham, Wash. 


I like all the stories, but the first ones I read 
are like the Warden’s column, then Bastille by 
the Bay, A Still Small Voice, the poem, and then 
the rest — I suppose I like the paper because it 

kind of proves that no matter where, what, or 

how, man is still the most adjustable and deter- 

mined to pick up the pieces. . . . 

- ' Mrs. Lorain Page 


CMC COMMUNICATOR, San Luis Obispo, 
Calif. — ( November 12 ) A fine issue with two ex- 
ceptions. A story, "Communicator; Second To 
None," was a three man profile. But the three 
photos had only two captions and were arranged 
so poorly that the reader immediately got into a 
guessing game as to who was who. Shame on you. 
Matt. And on page four you reprinted Penal 
Press comments from the SQ News with no credit 
to the author or the paper. Shame on you a second 
time, Matt. You're not going to pick up some bad 
habits from Inside World or the Reflector, are 
you? Overall, good photos and repro. 
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By Phil Clark 

Some weeks ago San Quentin News sent out some 1,100 forms 
to paid subscribers requesting their reactions to the News. As of 
this date over 100 have been returned. 

Some of the letters were in praise, and puffed us up a bit. Others 
were not so kind, sort of balloon puncturing. There were others 
from people offering constructive criticism. These we enjoyed the 
most as that’s why we sent the things out in the first place. 

Why didn’t we send them to you? Fair question. Every day I re- 
ceive one or more letters from you men on the mainline. Some I 
print, others I can’t because they won’t pass the censor. A lot of 
them ask questions that I can’t answer in print if I hope to stay 
out of B section, while others are pure snivel and I’m not about to 
pass them on. 

The following is a small part of what the people outside like, 
dislike, or wontie*^>out. I intend to devote this column space to j 
the task of passing on'their comments as long as needed. I’ll print ' 
some of the letters, too. 

Mrs. Cottrell of Rhode Island, who is a long-time subscriber, i 
wants to see more about the programs offered here, changes in 
state laws, and something about a new dorm section that I didn’t 
know about. Is one building? She pumps up the Bastille a bit, 
which I liked, and seems to enjoy the whole paper. 

This is in contrast to Linda Roach of New Mexico who thinks 
I run a bit thick on prose. Fair enough. She sent in a lot of good 
hints that I intend to use, as did a staff writer from the Evening j 
Tribune in San Diego. He doesn’t want to be quoted, but the guy 
sent in a style book for our use. It was needed! 

Everyone seems to like the cartoons by Don Chenault. and I 
just wish I had more of them. We are down to three, and although 
I’ve written Don for more, so far no dice. 

All sections of the News have come in for its share of banging 1 
about. The Penal Press because the folks out there don’t know the 
publications John is cutting up. Can’t blame them for that. I think 
I’ve heard that one from you guys, too. 

The sports page has been hit a few times (much to TD’s disbelief, 
and my glee). Of course it must be mentioned that one heck of a 
lot of people like the thing. 

Twenty-six letters so far have screamed because the Warden 
hasn’t been writing his column. I mentioned this to Miss Hester 
with the result that it showed up last week. Got him! 

People like Mrs. Berie of Pacifica, and John Kingston of Newark 
write in asking about how come there are not more articles about 
the men, how they do under the present programs, and how they 
make out on parole. 

I’d like to answer all this but it’s a smite hard. I would like’ 
nothing more than to do more of all this. I find it hard to get word 
of men who have gone out on the streets. Any of you have a pal 
who writes in, pass it on to me and I’ll print it when I can. 

We have been getting a lot of real good comment on the SQ 
profile series. I like that, of course, and just hope all of you like 
it, too. The birds, Melvin-, and my tree have been picked up on also. 

I have had some very fine comment on the Dr. Kleinmaier column. 
Many out there, like Etta Derrick of Nogales, and Amelia Smith 
of Pacoima, think it’s really telling it like it is. 

Dale Daniels and Ray Tanner have been praised for their arti- 
cles, as have Ray Parra and John Watson. 

It must be confessed that many of the letters ask about condi- 
tions here and why there is so little written about them. Censor- 
ship! It s a fact of my life, but many people who read the News 
don t seem to realize the limits posed upon the content. I have 
written many of these people; the others I must direct to the Octo- 
ber 1 issue and the editorial contained therein. 

Charles Conover of Belmont wrote that he would like to see 
more stories expressing opposing views by both the men and staff 
Me too. Without them he says the paper appears "bland." I agree, 
sometimes this rag is one big bowl of Jell-o. 

Then we have the beautiful people like Mrs. Adams of Los Altos 
who wrote, ’If you keep Dutting "jokes?" in like the ones on page 
f I?' 29 ; 71 * ’ ?.° u 11 nefcer g et out Of there! How does that grab 
you. The dog didn’t even laugh when I read them to him." This 
woman I could love! TD’s hair is still standing up on top of his head. 

Bastine y o“d friend <TD ** gt>i " g ‘° murder me!) She loved my 

,P en ’ P^ng the shoe on the other foot, we have Mr. Barton 
f„ d n ~ of ‘-to*"* 111 ■ who c “t me dead. He loved John Wat- 
dudef 0 ' d ^ f ° rmer editor " rm g°'ng to sick Ieslie on this 

3 tew letters ,rom the relatives of men in here. 
and 'h7c h thi r no " ame ’ said ' "t enjoy reading about mv brother 
and his athletic achievements." She goes on to sav, “1 enjoy read- 

hft S th? e ° f c P ° C ™ u ’ s amazing and sad to realize the- talent 
that the men of San Quentin have, net only in writing, but in other 
fields as well.” 

I ‘ l “ h that abou ‘ su .ms the thing up. We look at letters like 
“ u d i he , ey . e ! i^? ty Neither I nor the staff of this paper 
and fh?' ^ d „f 0f tbat ',T b,s , woman lov es her brother. Sad for him 

things wriit f t/'V S her ’ and people llke her, for whom this 
tmng is written. Thank you, girl. 
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PART IV 

THE DARK YEARS 


the posse closed in. In the battle 
that followed many of the con- 
victs were killed or wounded, 
the rest fled for the hills where 
many were caught and sent 
back within the month. 


By Phillip C. Clark 

Administration of the affairs 
of San Quentin by lieutenant 
governors resulted in revolts 
and breaks, and finally in the 
establishment of a barbarous 
discipline. When the state took 
control of the prison in October 
of 1860, I. N. Quinn, president 
of the senate, and lieutenant 
governor automatically became 
warden 

Little or no improvement of 
conditions were attempted when 
the state took over, and the ef- 
fective but peculiar means of 
maintaining order used by Mc- 
Cauly became of necessity obso- 
lete. Largely because of this, 
and because of the substitution 
of inferior officers and guards, 
the prison was rocked by riots, 
revolutions, and breaks carried 
out with all the grimness of des- 
pair by the convicts, and re- 
pressed only at the cost of many 
lives. 

The Wardens 

In 1861, Pablo de la Guerra 
was elected lieutenant governor 
and warden. After him came 
J. F. Chellis, T. N. Machin, Wil- 
liam Holden, Romualdo Pache- 
co, William Irwin, and James A. 
Johnson. As the prison was con- 
sidered merely an appendix to 
politics, the personnel changed 
from warden to guard with 
every shifting wind of party su- 
premacy, and no one ever stayed 
long enough to learn the job. 
Incentive was lacking, and it be- 
hooved the incumbent to. make 
hay while the sun shone. 

As far as reform or any con- 
structive attempt for the better- 
ment of the institution went, offi- 
cials cared nothing whatever. 
All manner of illicit trade was 
carried on between the convicts 
and the guards. Opium and 
booze were trafficked for years, 
monte and faro games were 
openly conducted, and vice ran 
rampant. 

Men were flogged inhumane- 
ly; some were confined in soli- 
tary cells on bread and water for 
weeks and months and years. 
Some were given long terms in 
the dungeon without light or 
ventilation from which, in many 
cases, they emerged physically 
ruined. Many were given the 
“water cure”; a stream of water 
from a high pressure hose 
against the prisoner’s mouth 
and nose which shut off respir- 
ation and induced an artificial 
strangulation. 


John Chellis recovered from 
the knife wounds suffered in 
his buttocks inflicted by the con- 
victs trying to put him on a 
horse, but the wounds to his 
dignity went much deeper. 

Another, and the last, mass 
break occurred in April, which 
seemed to be a bad month, 1864. 
It was abortive, with six convicts 
killed and six wounded. Not 
one escaped. At the end of 
1864 Lt. Governor T. N. Machin 
was able to report that not a 
single convict had escaped dur- 
ing the year. 

New Constitution 


EMALE 


ENTRANCE 


A new constitution was adopt- 
ed in 1879 wherein authority 
of the prison was vested in a 
board of six directors with four- 
year terms. It didn’t help much. 
Conditions were still bleak, the 


TOWER 


RESERVOIR 


CEMETERY 


WAREHOUSES 


JOHN McCOUMB, warden from 
1888 to 1891. 


men walked around blue-lipped 
from the cold, huddling together 
for animal warmth, crammed 
into cells, and the hospital was 
flooded with men suffering from 
epidemics of bronchitis and in- 
fluenza with the result that the 
manufacturing within the insti- 
tution was crippled. 

This fact alone brought out 
warmer socks, and machines 
were purchased to provide the 
prisoners with flannel. Results 
justified the action. Receipts 
from the hire of convict labor 
to the manufacturers increased 
by over 20 percent. Which just 
goes to show. 

(To be continued) 


Finally, after failing to mount 
the lieutenant governor, who 
was stout to say the least, on an 
unbroken horse so as to move 
faster, the escaping prisoners 
came to a place called Ross Is- 
land about four miles from the 
prison. Here they left Chellis, 
and what with their shield gone. 


THE DUNGEON as it looks today. The steel doors have been re- 
moved, and it is now used for a storeroom. 


him. 

Nobody knows how many 


THE FRONT GATE looking south. Date of photo unknown, but be- 
lieved to have been taken after the turn of the century. 
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Ratti Sinks Clincher 


Knicks Nick Pacers, 85-84 


As Bullets Riddle Lakers 


Bob Moore Works 
The Hoop for 44 

By T. D. Ventura 

Sweat poured from the fore- 
head of Joe Ratti as he stepped 
up to the charity stripe with 
fervent determination and 
clenched teeth to sink what pro- 
ved to be the winning basket 
for the Knicks with just seven 
seconds of playing time left. 

The Pacers, down by 14 points 
going into the final stanza, chip- 
ped away at the Knicks, mainly 
due to the clutch shooting by 
Bobby Moore and Walter Gray, 
to whittle the score down to a re- 
spective level. The Pacers took 
the lead for the first time in the 
game with 7:55 left on a Moore’ 
basket; the Knicks suddenly 
found themselves on the short 
end of a 68-66 score. 

The action was coming to a 
climax as the clock ticked away 
the final minutes, and this is 
how the action went during 
those crucial minutes: Pistol 
Pete Thompson, who had been 
putting a big hurt on the Knicks 
with his fine defensive play, 
fouled out of the contest with 
13 minutes left. Walter Gray 
tied up the game at 64-all with 
9:29 left; Bobby Moore’s basket 
put the Pacers in the lead with 
7 : 55 showing on the clock. Then 
with only four minutes left in 
the game and the Pacers in com- 
mand of a 79-74 advantage, they 
went into a stall lb use up the 
clock. Joe Ratti was subsequent- 
ly fouled but missed his two 
chances at the token line; re- 
bounding his own shot, Joe 
sunk two and tied up the game 
at 84-all with 1:02 of playing 
time left. Bobby Moore was then 
fouled intentionally by Dino 
Jackson and sunk both shots 
to put his Pacers back in the 
lead at 86-84 and 45 seconds 
left. 

Gino Bengiovanni, who up till 
then wasn’t too impressive, tied 
up the contest on a beautiful 
jump shot with 30 seconds to 

go- 

Chop Wofford was fouled and 
had a chance to be a hero for the 
Pacers but he choked at the line 
and missed both attempts'. 
Then, on the ensuing play, Joe 
Ratti was fouled to set up what 
proved to be the downfall of the 
Pacers. 

Just as soon as Joe’s shot 
cleared the net, the gym came 
alive with emotions and the 
Knicks were jumping all around 
patting one another on the back 
and giving Ratti the hug of 
victory; the Pacers just eased 
off the court silently knowing 
the agony of defeat. 

The Knicks edged the Pacers 
85-84, but both teams put out 
a great effort whether winning 
or losing. The Knicks led at the 
halftime break over their op- 
ponents, 41-28. 

As usual, the Pacers’ Bobby 
Moore led all scorers on the 
floor with 44 points. Leading 
the Knicks’ scoring attack were 
Joe Ratti (28) and Percy Curtis 
(26). Walter Gray assisted 
Moore with 18 points in some 
fine clutch shooting. Moore hit 
for an amazing 14-17 at the 
charity stripe. 


Lakers Downed Again 

Paul Meza’s green-clad Lakers 
probably played their best game 
of the early season despite 
losing to the Bullets, 85-78, in 
Sunday’s intramural hoop act- 
ion. 

Leading over their opponents 
at halftime, the Lakers were 
determined to win their first 
game. Lee Hobbs displayed 
some fine field ability as he led 
his laker five in scoring with 
20. Nick Nichols and Paul Meza 
contributed 15 and 14 points 
respectively in a losing effort. 
Marc Rhodes took game scoring 
honors with 24, with Winky 
Thompson and Jay Knighten 
adding 15 apiece to pace the 
victory. 


INTRAMURAL BASKETBALL 
(Team standing as of Nov. 28) 
TEAM WON LOST GB 

Bullets 3 1- 

Pacers 2 11 

Knicks 2 2 2 

Lakers 0 3 3 

note: The game between the Lakers 
and the Pacers scheduled for Nov. 
27 was cancelled and will be re- 
scheduled at a later date. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 


It wasn’t until the final min- 
utes of the last period that the 
red Bullets pulled the game out 
of the fire; this was mostly due 
to the 27 rebounds hauled clbwn 
by Marc Rhodes. The Lakers led 
at the intermission break, 40- 
38. 

BOX SCORES 

GAME 1 2 3 4 T.P. 

Knicks 22 19 23 21 85 

Pacers 14 14 34 21 84 

GAME 1 2 3 4 T.P. 

Bullets 19 19 23 24 85 

Laker* 12 28 20 18 78 


WEEKEND SPORTS 
CALENDER 
SATURDAY 
Intramural Basketball 
(doubleheader) 

10 a.m. Lakers vs. Knicks 
12 a.m. Bullets vs. Pacers 
SUNDAY 

Varsity Basketball— 10 a.m. 
S.Q. Pirates vs. W. Val. College 
TUESDAY 

S.Q. Pirates vs. United Airlines 
(7 p.m.) 
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West Block Champs 

By T.D. Ventura 

It will probably be quite some 
time before the West Block 
Champs ridicule the Gym Crew 
Stars. It seems the local West- 
siders had to eat a little crow 
last week after the Gym Stars 
beat our heroes 97-75 and made 
believers out of them. 

Of course certain members of 
the Champs will say that the rea- 
son they lost was because two of 
their top men, Lee Hobbs and 
Tex Taylor, didn’t show up. 
Then again, some might say that 
at least two players on the west 
block club had enough sense to 
stay home. And is it known that 
the Gymsters used their second 
and third stringers in the game 
just for an equalizer? How about 
them apples, eh! 

Actually, considering who 
they were playing, the West 
Block Champs faired pretty 
well. Still, it would probably 
take an additional five more 
players to shackle Bobby Moore 
and Joe Ratti before they could 
look for a victory, yet alone pro- 
duce one. The Gym Stars were 
in command of a 41-36 lead at 
the halftime break. 

Wildcat Murray led all scorers 
on the floor with 33 points, with 
Richard Phillips of the losers 
hitting^for 19. 

• The West Block Champs in- 
cluded Lorenza Blackmon, Rich- 
ard Phillips, Ernest Greene (who 
led the West blocker’s in 
rebounds), Jennings, Joe Wash- 
ington, Floyd Jones, Lee Hobbs, 
Tex Taylor, and James Simmons 
(the last three men failed to 
show). 

Some might feel that I was a 
little harsh on the losers; well, 
since I’m also from the west 
block, I would have liked to see 
our boys come home victorious. 
And, if the question ever arises 
why yours truly didn’t suit up to 
play, all I can say is, someone 
had to stay behind and wash all 
of those cryin’ towels!.. 


Return as Chumps! 

☆ • ☆ 

Knicks Lose; 
Bullets in 
First Place 

Marc Rhodes and Jay Knigh- 
ten combined for 46 of their 
team’s point output as the Bul- 
lets edged Joe Ratti’s Knicks 82- 
81. The win put the Bullets in 
first-place. 

Joe Ratti led his black Knicks 
in scoring with 29 which also 
took game scoring honors. 
Along with the usual fine per- 
formance of Ratti, Gino Bengio- 
vanni, with some well-executed 
moves under the hoop to regis- 
ter 11 points and a great job on 
defense, helped maintain the 
Knicks’ close proximity with 
their adversaries. The Bullets 
held a one point halftime advan- 
tage over their opponents, lead- 
ing 40-39. 

William McDaniels (No. 6 of 
the Bullets) displayed some 
heads-up ball with several key 
assists and ball thefts. Dino 
Jackson (Knicks) consistently 
got in front of any opposition 
with his great speed but he * 
failed to score more than he 
should have by overshooting the 
backboard. It was a very well 
played contest on the part of 
both teams. 

The game between the Pacers 
and the Lakers that was to have 
been played Saturday was can- 
celled due to the late lifting of 
the fog line. 


BOX SCORE 


Bullets (82) 

TP 

Knicks (81) 

TP 

Rhodes . 

. 26 

Myers 

. 10 

Thompson ... 

14 

Bengiovanni 

11 

Jennings 

3 

Ratti 

. 29 

Knighten 

20 

Curtis 

3 

Kilpatrick ... 

._ 10 

Powell 

11 

McDaniels ... 

6 

Jackson- _. 

.. 6 





Total 

82 

Total 

81 


Pro Football in "Q" 

The following condensed story is from "Pro’' magazine, sold at pro 
football stadiums throughout the country by the National Football 
l eague. It was written by John Wiebusch "with a little help from his 
friends. Robert Thornton and John Severnson Watson." It is titled, 
"A Captive Audience . . . Pro Football Fans in Prison: The View from 
San Quentin." 


San Quentin. Where time waits for all men and all men wait for 
the time. 

And the waiting is the worst part. It is hell for Robert Thornton 
whose fate lies in appeals and supreme courts. Robert Thornton 
lives on Death Row. It is hell for John Severnson Watson who 
laughs to keep from crying and cries to keep his sanity. John Sev- 
ernson Watson may spend the rest of his days in Big Q. 

And how it is, is lonely. The outside, only a vistor. A face on the 
other side of the window. A letter. A television program. Mostly a 
television program. , 

Soap operas, quiz programs and the 6 o’clock news. They are 
ttfere in the basketball games of the winter and the baseball games 
of the summer and the football games of the fail. 

Television is the mansitter of our time. In prison they watch it 
because they want to and because it is there. Perhaps they are not 
unlike the rest of us. 

And in the prison watching there is a caste system. John Severn- I 
son Watson gets to watch color TV. Robert Thornton has to watch 
black and white. It is a difference of life and death. 

Watching. Watching anything. Waiting, though, for one -thing. 
For pro football. 


Watson, forflier sports editor of the San Quentin News, was 
asked to explainlTfe-^opularity of pro football in prison. 

The question went like this: “I’d like to get your feelings on 
why pro football is so popular with people on your side of the j 
bars.” 

The reply went like this: “Well, it’s like this ... the bartenders 
like it because it’s good for business and the customers like it be- ! 
cause . what? Oh, THOSE kind of bars.’’ 

“Pro football has many meanings for the men in blue. It’s a 
mental escape from the concrete and steel. They definitely like the 
body contacts and the controlled violence. They like the game for j 
the exciting action. 

“Some feel it gives the pro football athlete a chance to pit hisi 
skills, physical and mental, against the best players in the world.] 
Others expressed the sentiment that any team can win (or lose) on 
any given Sunday. 

“Still others compared it to a chess game (the QB constantly 
probing for a weakness in the opponent’s defense). But the con- 
trolled violence was the reason most often given for liking pro 
football. Maybe an amateur psychologist could make a lot out of 
that. But that’s the way it is.” 

That's the way it is with John Severnson Watson. This is the 
way it is with Robert Thornton. 

“Cons are more or less islands unto themselves. But with pro 
football, or sports in general, they are more apt to leave their is- 
lands and temporarily show their true emotional qualities. 

"The con can relax from his daily guarding of emotional outlets 
in order to remain strong in the eyes of his peers. Prison tends to 
S3gregate men. To cause them to shrink from their fellows and 
unto themselves. 

“Football gives them a temporary outlet for emotions which are 
normally being repressed by the very existence of prison.” 

And then there is John Severnson Watson, who writes: “Now- 
days, colleges are emphasizing education. One university has be- 
come so strict that it won't allow a basketball player his letter until, 
he can tell which one it is. 

“If you’re a sucker for punishment and want still some more 
material, drop me a line. Preferably 100 feet in length.” 

He is a man of wit and wisdom and a pro football seer of uncom- 
mon perception. Before the 1970 season began, he made his selec- 
tions for the Super Bowl. People told him he was crazy. Dallas 
and Baltimore? Sure crazy. Like a fox. 


Watson says, “The cons know if Roman Gabriel has a hangnail or 
if Donny Anderson has had a fight with one of his 73 girl friends. 
That information isn’t in the papers or on radio or TV, but the 
prison grapevine is more knowledgeable and accurate than CIA 
reports ( which, come to think of it, really isn’t saying much ). 

“The pro pigskin parade is taken so seriously here that a Rac- 
quel Welch movie comes out a poor second to Merlin Olsen, Deacon 
Jones, Cedrick Hardman and Charlie Krueger on the TV screen. 
And none of those behemoths are noted sex symbols.” 

“Next to the Super Bowl and a heavyweight championship fight, 
the Ram-49er wars create the most interest and excitement. 

“The rivalry is intense during these games. It’s the northern Cali- 
fornia cons against the southern California cons as each side cheers 
and jeers the jocks. Wtty, sarcastic comments fly back and forth 
about the ancestry ancHplaying habits of the hated rivals. 

“The cons’ favorite team has 40 All-Pros on the squad and the 
enemy force is filled with 40 spastic athletes waived out of the Con- 
tinental League . . . if you can believe such unbiased opinions. 

“And with the many sharp, caustic tongues in action about the 
ineptitude of the losing team, the next scheduled game between 
L A. and S.F. seems light years away.” 

He closed with a P.S: “Don’t take me too seriously. I’m really a 
wonderful, unique, talented and modest guy.” 

A captive audience. A captive audience seeking mental escape 
in pro football. That is the way it is everywhere where men are 
surrounded by four walls and iron gates. 

Two men caught up in the game. Two meri who ask, really, very 
little. — i _ 

Like letters. And the 49ers and, oh say, 3Vz points. 


by contacting 
San Quentin, 


Hospitality House 





Human Oasis 
For the Visitor 

By Philip C. Clark 

Three thousand people, on the 
average, arrive at the gates of 
San Quentin every month to 
visit prisoners. Some have come 
several hundred miles, others 
only a few miles. Some have 
been on a bus for two days, 
others in a private auto for 10 
minutes. Some come with sever- 
al very young children, others 
come to visit a son. Some have 
incomes of $15,000 a year, the 
majority live on less than $4,000 
a year. All of them have need 
for some kind of hospitality 
house at San Quentin. 


and Wednesdays, but the visitor 
who has traveled long distances 
will be accommodated through 
this period if need be. 

In an interview conducted in 
the studio of Radio KSQ, Mr. 
James Kilty, project director, 
and Father Ronald Tognoli were 
questioned about how the pro- 
ject came to be, and some of the 
aims and difficulties. 

“The idea didn’t just happen,” 
said Kilty, ‘‘but was three years 
in formulating. 1 first began by 
listening to all sides, and feeling 
that San Quentin is indeed a 
part of the community, it was 
not getting the aid it should. 

“About three months ago,” 


THE HOUSE AT SAN QUENTIN showing it as it stands at No. 2 
Main Street. 


The above is the heading for 
a paper put out by the sponsors 
of a new facility now in opera- 
tion at the front gate to San 
Quentin. 

No. 2 Main Street 

The hospitality house, called 
The House at San Quentin, 
stands at No. 2 Main Street, San 
Quentin, and is located next to 
the post office. 

Sponsored by the Catholic 
Social Service of Marin, the 
house has been set up by Pro- 
ject Director James Kilty, and 
associate directors Dennis Lee 
and Jane Schulman, with volun- 
teer help from members of var- 
ious organizations in this area. 

The primary aim of the pro- 
gram is to provide visitors to the 
institution with transportation 
to and from downtown San Ra- 
fael and Richmond, and to ar- 
range for overnight lodging for 
long distance travelers so they 
may visit a second day and start 
home refreshed. Local families 
in the area will act as volunteer 
hosts, and the service is free of 
charge. 

Free Service 

In the house itself, there will 
be dayrooms in which visitors 
may sit down and relax, a kit- 
chen where food and cooking 
will be provided, and a shower- 
room where the visitor may 
clean up. 

Free phone service is avail- 
able, as is an interpreter service. 
An added feature is a counseling 
and psychiatric service staffed 
by social workers. 

A child care center will be de- 
veloped as soon as the play area 
is completed, and legal counsel- 
ing is available. 

The 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. seven 
week. It is recognized that the 
visiting room is closed Tuesdays 


San 
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he continued, “I took the thing 
out of my head, talked it over 
with Father Tognoli and we 
went to work. Since then we 
have moved quickly.” 

Outside Reaction 

When asked as to the reaction 
of Marin County residents who 
have been less than enchanted 
by the presence of the prison, 
Kilty voiced the opinion that the 
overall response had been over- 
whelming. “There has been a 
new awakening in the commun- 
ity. Five years ago this thing 
wouldn’t have been any good, 
but now people want to get in- 
volved.” 

Father Tognoli has been more 
or less of an observer as he is 
fully committed to the Catholic 
Social Service, but he has been 
working on the building helping 
to get it in shape with teenage 
volunteers. 

"This is the first real person 
to person service offered to this 
place,” the Father said. “The 
people turn out, there are no 
political overtones, just helping 
people who want to visit people.” 

(Continued on Uiree) 


No Shortage* 

At San Quentin 

Figures released by a San 
Quentin official indicated yester- 
day the prison is not faced with 
a personnel shortage predicted 
by guards after the Aug. 21 
breakout attempt, which left 
three inmates dead. 

Joseph R. O’Brien, prison in- 
formation officer, said 54 em- 
ployees have left the prison 
since Aug. 21, but that 65 addi- 
tional personnel have been 
hired. 

The 54 to leave include per- 
sons who quit, were fired, trans- 
ferred to other institutions or re- 
tired, O’Brien said. 

Before the August violence, 
an average of 41 persons left 
prison employ each month, 
O’Brien said. 

For the first two months after 
the violence the figure rose to 18 
for August and 20 for Septem- 
ber, but since that time, it has 
dropped to 10 in October and 6 
in November, O’Brien said. 

There were two new appoint- 
ments in August, 27 in Septem- 
ber, 21 in October and 15 in Nov- 
ember, he said. 

The increase is due to addi- 
tional staff positions created bj 
state officials after the violence. 

Esque Inmate 
Takes Own Life 

Ramon D. Valdez, 34, died 
Thursday, Dec. 2, an apparent 
victim of suicide. 

A patient in the psychiatric 
ward of Neumiller Hospital, Val- 
dez was found hanging from the 
screen of his window by the at- 
tendant on duty. 

Convicted of assault with a 
deadly weapon from Stanislaus 
County in April of 1971, Valdez 
has had a recent history of suici- 
dal tendencies, and had been 
confined to the psychiatric ward 
of the hospital as a result. 

No note was found, and at this 
writing no firm reason behind 
the apparent suicide has been 
discovered. 


JOHN PUCKETT sounding the Shofar. 

Puckett Leaves 

Van Dusen to Assume Post 

“Every tomorrow has two handles. We can take hold 
of it with the handle of anxiety or the handle of "aiih.” 
This quotation from Henry Ward Beecher, seems to fit 
in with the attitude of John Puckett, president and can- 
tor of Congregation Beth Shalom, who is soon to leave 
on work furlough. 


LIVING ROOM interior showing donated furnishings. Dog's name 
is unknown. 


After his stay here, Puckett 
still feels there is hope for 
everyone if they will but have 
faith in themselves and put 
aside the anxieties that plague 
us in prison. 

When asked about the future 
of the congregation, John re- 
plied, “We are still a strong 
group and are busy making 
plans for future activities both 
for the men inside, and after 
they are released to the outside 
community.” 

Taking over the reigns of 
presidency will be Van Dusen, 

Lewis to Leave 
Inside Mailroom 

By Bobby Blanton 

To all the men who go to the 
window of the inside mailroom, 
Fred "Daffy” Lewis is a familiar 
figure. He will be going home 
soon, and as he has had so much 
to do with the functions of the 
mailroom, it was thought that 
his feelings would be of interest 
to all who know him. 

Lewis, 26, has spent some 18 
months on his present job, and 
in that time has built up a repu- 
tation of trustworthiness. His 
has been the duty tc«*ee that the 
men on mainline receive their 
magazines and papers on time 
and in the right cell. 

The complaints have been 
many, but in each case it has 
turned out to be the fault of 
others than himself. Lewis takes 
pride in the work he does, and 
along with Bill Harris who is 
grooming to take his place, the 
inside mailroom has always run 
smoothly. 

Showing the concern for an 
inmate well liked, through the 
efforts of Danny Adams and 
Radio KSQ, a fund drive was 


who has the quiet, but firm re- 
solve for this position, as well 
as the respect of the congrega- 
tion. 

As a parting remark, Puckett 
left these words for his constit- 
uents:“There is a tendency to 
judge a race, a nation or any 
distinct group by its least 
worthy members. Though mani- 
festly unfair, this tendency has 
some justification. The decent, 
average people who do the 
nation’s work are in themselves 
worked upon and shaped by 
minorities at both ends — the 
best and the worst.” 


kicked off to help Lewis return 
to Maryland. His parole depend- 
ed upon returning to that state, 
but as Daffy was a little short of 
funds, things appeared difficult. 


FRED "DAFFY" LEWIS 

Inside' Mailroom Clerk 

But through the efforts of th 
men of San Quentin, some $11 
was raised and placed on hi 
books in two days. There coul< 
have been more, but not wantin; 
to. gouge the mainline, Daff 
called the thing off. 

“All the friends I jfave in th 

(Continued c 
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L. S, Nelson , Warden 



RUMORS 

Although I had thought that I had been exposed 
to every type of institutional problem in my 31 
years, I now find that I had not. 

For the past several weeks my office, as well as 
other offices and members of my staff, have been 
deluged with rumors about impending trouble. 
As a result, as usual, the inmate body had to bear 
some discomfort because of these rumors. Hope- 
fully, they have all been untruthful, and the 
trouble that was said to come to pass will not. 

No prison administrator worth his salt can con- 
• Unually operate an institution on the basis of 
rumors. We must, however, ‘continue to sift ru- 
mors to ascertain whether or not there is any 
basis in fact for them, for to do less would be to 
abdicate the responsibility for administering the 
institution to those who use rumors as a means 
of unsettling both the inmate population and the 
staff. 

December 6, 1971 



Psychiatry and Religion 
The earth has need of a new understanding of 
man — one simple enough for simple people, yet 
adaptable enough to apply to all humanity. We 
need to combine the knowledge of science with 
the deep wisdom of religion. 

So far, we have tried to do this on a practical 
level by putting religion within the framework 
of science. For example, when psychiatry deigns 
to have dialogue with religion, each tries to avoid 
; stepping on the toes of the other, and little gets 

! accomplished. It is obvious that they cancel each 
other out, otherwise why should there not have 
been tremendous and astounding results from 
the combination of two such promising fields of 
understanding, which have each produced, on 
! their own, minor miracles^ In correct combina- 
; tions the results should and can be astounding 
for mankind. 


Where is the difficulty? It lies in the very be- 
ginning: we need to put things in their proper or- 
der. The existing state of things is this: “Reli- 
gion” believes psychiatry, like everything else, 
belongs within the framework of religion; “Psy- 
chiatry,” on the other hand, believes religion 
belongs within it’s framework, as a manifesta- 
tion of nothing more than the psychological pro- 
cesses of man. 

To any thinking man, it is obvious psychiatry 
is wrong. To prove this point, we need only to 
look at definitions. Psychiatry deals with the in- 
ner psychological structure of individuals and 
extends out into interpersonal process. Religion 
deals with the relationship between man and 
God, and — in the light of the awareness and the 
deep significance of this— the relationship be- 
tween man and man. Since, in the practice of 
faith, the relationship between a man and God 
has a deep and continuing effect on the inner 
man, and since in any meaningful degree of 
faith, this also affects his behavior, it follows 
that religion deals also with the inner psycho- 
logical structure of individuals. Thus religion 
deals with three levels — man within, man and 
man, man and God— while psychiatry deals with 
only two, and the lesser two at that. Not only is 
the relationship between man and God the largest 
framework, but the attitude and actions of those 
who invest in the man-God relationship, is exalted 
with respect to all creation, including themselves. 
This is a supremely important foundation of posi- 
tive self-esteem, which most contemporary psy- 
chiatry seriously neglects. 

Since psychiatry does not grant superiority to 
the framework of religion, because it maintains 
that religion is irrelevant, therefore in any dia- 
logue with religion, up to and including the pres- 
ent, psychiatry has been inevitably hypocritical. 
And since religioji is aware of this hypocrisy, and 
enters into the dialogue anyway, present-day 
"religion” is also hypocritical in approaching the 
dialogue. 

Now. however, we come to another dilemma. 
Suppose that psychiatry did grant the superiority 
of religion: the logical consequence would be 
that “religion” could, tell us all what to do. 

Now to explain the quotes placed around “Re- 
ligion” and “Psychiatry.” The dialogue, men- 
tioned earlier is not really between religion and 
psychiatry at all, but instead between men form- 
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ally appointed to represent religion as some hier- 
archy defines it, and men representing psychiatry 
as those representative authorities understand 
it. The latter process being more flexible and 
adaptive, finds the rigid and outmoded thinking 
of religious dogma difficult enough to work with, 
and of course impossible to work under. That the 
men of religion seldom attempt to exercise the 
pre-emptive position which their dogma so strong- 
ly claims, is just another evidence of their hypo- 
critical position, presumably under the argument 
that to preserve a semblance of dialogue, the end 
justifies the means. 

What is the answer? Obviously, religion, to be 
worthwhile, must be relevant to mankind. And 
just as obviously, if it is to fulfill its supreme 
function in life it must not be rigidified in out- 
moded dogma, and it must not be the "posses- 
sion" of any group or organization of men. 

Man needs a dynamic, not a static relationship 
with God, for his highest functioning in life. Ob- 
viously dialogue with men who purport to repre- 
sent all legitimate religion (but who in reality 
represent outmoded dogma) is not a valid, dy- 
namic encounter with the eternal truths of re- 
ligion. And psychiatry, as well as mankind as a 
whole, badly needs the immense benefits of such 
an encounter. 

How do we do this? By having a behavioral 
science and an informed mankind, that acknow- 
ledges God, and a psychiatry that does not con- 
sider Him irrelevant to man or to man’s psyche, 
but on the contrary, considers the I-Thou dia- 
logue of man with God to be of supreme relevance 
to an exalted mental health, and to an exalted 
mankind — that knows that both values such as 
the Ten Commandments, as well as the subtle, 
exalted daily relationships of men with God, have 
an eternal value, not because some religious es- 
tablishment says so, but because they eternally 
remain relevant to all men. 

Lest this be misunderstood, I am not suggesting 
that therapists become missionaries or proselyti- 
zers for religion, in the course of their conduct of 
therapy. Such a course would be antitherapeutic 
as well as highly unethical. The attempt to impose 
religion or anything else in therapy is exactly the 
opposite of a therapeutic maneuver. The patient 
must become ever more free to choose his own 
direction— and as a matter of fact, it is only when 
the patient becomes this mature and truly free, 
that any choice, including this one, is really mean- 
ingful. The faith of an emotionally mature thera- 
pist should not be threatened by the explorations 
of a patient in any\directi«sn, and he knows each 
person must be helped to find their own way. 

What I am saying is that the behavioral sciences 
in general, their organizations and leaders, should 
do their important part to facilitate an attitude 
in all mankind, of reverent acknowledgement of 
a Creator, and of the relevance of His presence 
to all mankind. This would be a move of leader- 
ship by a non-denominational group that is badly 
needed. It would help to humanize science, and 
foster a humility in modern man that is badly 
needed. 

Individual therapists would not then feel them- 
selves subject to disapproving attitudes for en- 
couraging the healthy use of religion, while treat- 
ing its unhealthy use like any other material 
needing to be worked on; the likelihood that re- 
ligious material brought to the therapist would 
be automatically treated as weak, neurotic, im- 
mature or otherwise abnormal, would then be 
considerably lessened, and an extremely impor- 
tant area of dialogue that patients now often feel 
fearful or ashamed to bring into therapy, would 
be opened, allowing promotion of the healthy, and 
discovery of the unhealthy, as in all other areas. 

Most important, the great and healthy benefits 
of mature religious attitudes of men in partic- 
ular, and society in general, could be fostered 
and enhanced, and woven into an exalted out- 
come toward a renewed dialogue with the Creator 
and creation, for all mankind. 
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By Philip C. Clark 


Many of the letters which have come in from our readers on the 
^.outside have held praise in some areas, brickbats in others. This 
of course is as it should be, and no one on the staff expected any- 
thing different. 

Phyllis Cosnotti of Verona, Pa., wrote and praised the News for 
such articles as the coverage of the variety show, art show, Esque 
history, afcd the story Watson did on the jewel box. 

Being a Pirates’ fan, she zinged TD, but thought a lot of Dale 
Daniels’ “Our Search for Completness." Like many others, Phyllis 
sent in some verse and some thoughts for the day that covered the 
whole week. These we sent on to Radio KSQ to be aired over the 
radio. 


Then we have Fern Hipalita of Los Angeles who thinks that Ven- 
tura "is number one.” Her son is here at San Quentin, and her 
comments on the coverage given to the inmate programs was most 
wecome. 

We keep getting letters from those outside which pose questions 
that are hard to answ^c^We received one letter from the staff of 
the newspaper put out wTftynboldt State College that asked why 
we don’t give a feature background to the stories about suicides 
within our walls. Frankly, we can’t. Censorship is such that while 
we can report the happening, clinical detail is excluded. It should 
be pointed out that it has only been in the last year that we have 
been able to print the story at all. 

Bruce Wcssel of New Haven, Conn., writes asking why we didn’t 
do an in-depth story on the events of Aug. 21. Same answer, Bruce. 
I of all people would have loved nothing more than to bring it all 
out. It hurts when we read in other penal press publications 
and/or articles about what has happened here, and knowing it 
never appeared in our paper. We are aware. We are also locked up. 

The constant worry of any editor is the finding of copy suitable 
to put in print. I have been able to enlist freelance reporters in 
many areas of the institution. I would like to have more. It has al- 
ways been my feeling that I couldn’t have too many contributors, 
however, a problem exists. 

We have four pages, and the ulcer of my life is trying to find 
short, concise articles which are newsworthy. I have no objection 
to personal pieces submitted by the men on mainline. Unfortun- 
ately, the pieces submitted run very long, and some who submit 
them get all bloody minded when they don’t appear when they 
think they should. 


story by Ray Tanner almost three months. It’s a problem. I had 
one man get all twisted out of shape because I wouldn’t print 
his-20 inch piece on the front page. No reason of mine was taken 
into consideration by this man. No amount of explanation as to 
space limitations were valid. Finally, I gave it back to the man with 
a suggestion as to where it would fit the best. 

Another problem is with those who submit their pieces in long- 
hand. They expect me to type the thing out for them and put it in 
the proper form. I offer them copy paper with the column inches 
marked out, but no dice. It’s no good telling them I work 14 hours 
a day already as all they want is their name in print. I get a little 
bloody minded about this sort of thing. 

t J ^ u Ve f 1 ^ ays . stood ready tp. help any man who wishes to write. 
I don t mind doing the corrections, handle the proofs, or try to fit 
it in. But I won’t do a man’s work for him, and mean-mouthing me 
won t change my mind. So if anyone wants to write on a freelance 
basis for the News he’s welcome. All he has to do is follow the rules. 

W e got a letter from Pat Williams who resides at CIW that I liked, 
f Jvnr t . h ° U K gh . StUCk the old needle in me - Wagner was her 

winT/rf V bUt a th ° l ! g ', shc likes me ' she thinks I'm a bit long- 
wonwn-if T Cn0Ugh , P robab 'y am. She loves John Watson, but 
would 1 ke to see a photo of him. “Is he really that fat?” Yes, Pat, 

lenfihi. g,Ve h f r A try> but rm not surc they make a wide angle 
Pat hf C ? Cat rt h e m a Why so many self-help articles? Well, 
^ ^ n ^ n deS ‘hem. Why not thp “ Bowl of JeI1 -° 
M .", d instead of the Christian Science Monitor'’ 
tilte'and th! aS i Mr 1 Yu" ° f °akland writes that he likes the Bas- 
' r i!!,! ! on . , tbe Esf l ue history, hut he would like to see 
more uncensored articles which you can’t write.” 

hear mnrp"^ S Ashfiel d. Me -» that he would like to 
bSd -hS P Tv K he !‘ ; ‘ d,cal • rbu P s You trying to make me 
so hi eh We won i He also ask; why the prices in the canteen are 
air"' ,0 ° They say that Mar '" County is in the 


uiuk liisiae, ana what is 


leave 
this one. 


wrmM *•* , . “-Planing to me men after t 

would say almost half of the letters received as! 


star-tin* ^meming. The men going out ar 

/ still c °mmg in, each day seeing a few more The 

W-wss 

The^rest^ o^' the^staff h he^p Wh ^ ihm^hat'Lam interested 
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The House 


(Continued from page one) 

Asked about the people who 
are doing the volunteer work 
and providing the services, the 
Father said, “They come from 
groups, all walks of life really. 

When we first went into this 
thing we wrote all the church 
groups in the area, with the re- 
sult that wc now have 10 chur- 
ches and two teen groups that 
have pledged $10 a month for 
one year. The Catholic Social 
Service Auxiliary granted 
$3,000, another donor gave 
$800.“ 

Total Involvement 

Kilty spoke of the program as 
the beginning of total commun- 
ity involvement, and calls have 
come in each day from private 
people and groups wishing to 
become involved. 

The house, a five-room bunga- 
low, held open house for the 
staff of San Quentin Monday, the 
29th. The official opening is slat- 
ed for December 4. By Dennis A. Johnson 

What can the cons do to help? , . . ... . ,, 

This question was asked of both , V , ^ 

visitors with the result that they h D ' S ' AT r E °rgamzaUon Inc will 

felt art donations would be well V 'T 

. with mothers. The criteria for 

received to decorate the Ulterior ^ eligible is as follows 
of the house. Also it is hoped in , g g lC ls as lollows 
the near future to open a gallery The man must have had no 
inside the house to display in- visits from his mother during 
mate arts and crafts. the last calendar year. 

Both men reported that co- To app iy submit your name 
operation by the Warden and and number t0 the SATE office 
staff of San Quentin had been before Dcc 10 At the meeUng 
wonderful. The house is a San o{ the executive council on that 
Quentin project and doesnt date two names will be drawn, 
come out of Sacramento. 

What tn no The men selected will be noti- 

fied by the executive secretary. 

"This is the best way I know All expenses for the visit will be 
to teach Christianity,” said Kilty, handled by the SATE Organiza- 
"People helping people, and to tion. Just remember that the 
provide a warm, human atmos- applicant’s mother must reside 
phere.” within the State of California. 


The SCOPE committee held 
its regular monthly meeting 
Tuesday, Nov. 23. The meeting 
was attended by outside busi- 
nessmen, union officials and 
other interested people from 
the outside. Also in attendance 
was Mr. Larry Martinez, repre- 
senting the outside EMPLEO 
and inside members of 
EMPLEO. 

It was reported that inmates 
leaving San Quentin on parole 
or passes will soon be provided 
addresses and phone numbers 
of agencies in the Bay Area that 
will aid them in securing hous- 
ing, food, clothing, health serv- 
ices and employment. A list of 
the above will be available in 
the parole office as soon as 
printed. 

Mr. Larry Martinez has de- 
veloped a program in the Rich- 
mond arerf*whg£eby families of 
inmates with limited money, 
who have traveled long distances 
to visit men at San Quentin are 
provided housing and transpor- 
tation to and from the institu- 
tion. An effort is being made to 
implement the same type pro- 
gram in Marin County. 

Mr. O’Mahony, chairman of 
SCOPE, is attempting to help 
San Quentin inmates who are 
leaving San Quentin via pa- 
roles or passes, to secure trans- 
portation they can afford; thru 
air lines, transits, and ferry 
companies. He is working to 
get cut rate fares for both in- 
mates, and families of inmates 
who cannot afford the regular 
prices for transportation. 

SCOPE members met with 
representatives of all San Quen- 
tin Trade Advisory Committees 
last month. It was decided at 
the meeting, that a committee be 
formed who will present to the 
public through the news media 
a more favorable image of San 
Quentin inmates and their ac- 


On Tuesday, Nov. 30, the 
SATE Organization, Inc., held 
its first meeting since the Aug. 
21 disturbance. 

The primary purpose of Ifie 
meeting was to fill the vacancies, 
on the executive council, and 
the below listed men were ap- 
pointed directors of the indica- 
ted committees : Thomas Baxter, 
program coordinator; Robert 
Blanton, drug abuse; Arnold 
White, membership and public- 
ity; Cliff White, leadership 
training; James Daniels, rules 
director. 

The following men were I re- 
tained in the positions indica- 
ted: Houston Wheeler, vice 
president; Dennis Johnson, jex- 
ecutive secretary; Henry Cross, 
education and vocation. 

SATE will concentrate on [the 
original concepts and premises 
of Self-Advancement Through 
Education. The next meeting is 
scheduled for Dec. 10 at which 
time the executive council jwill 
meet with Associate Warden 
Park to formulate the reinstitu- 
ting of ongoing SATE programs. 


VOLUNTEER WORKERS decorating the interior of the 
house. 

Music Advisory 
Committee to Hold 
January Meeting 


lew visitor 


SATE to Sponsor 
Christmas Visit 


The first meeting of the Music 
Advisory Committee being insti- 
tuted at San Quentin will be 
held Wednesday, January 19. 

The purpose of the meeting 
will be to get the community 
involved in the music program 
here at Esque, and to solve any 
problems that may arise. 


Reflecting the new trends in 
the policy of the Adult Author- 
ity of giving out more date^, the 
November board showed 61.2 
percent of the 183 cases heard 
receiving positive results. 

It might be noted that the 
October board showed a 55 per- 
cent average. Many men in San 
Quentin are watching the per- 
centile curve in order to gage 
their chances, and should this 
high trend continue, it may well 
give a more positive outlook to 
those who are waiting for up- 
coming boards. 


Power Meet 

There will be a Power Lift 
Meet held in the gym on Sun- 
day, Dec. 19 and cash prizes will 
be awarded. 

All interested weightljifters 
should sign up in the gym be- 
fore Dec. 12, and be ready for 
the weighin to be held on Sat- 
urday, Dec. 18. 

The three lifts will be the 
bench press, the squat, and the 
dead-lift. 


FREE TELEPHONE service desk for visitor use. 

Those men who wish to write 4200. If transportation is need- 
their families advising them of ed, call, identify yourself, and 
this new service should tell them you will be picked up by a volun- 
to write, The House at San teer worker. There will be no 
Quentin, No. 2 Main Street, San charge, and the return ride will 
Quentin, CA 94964, or call 456- also be free. 


Take a Trip to 
The Cleaners 

By T. D. Ventura 

In the last two issues of the 
S. Q. News, Esque’s dry cleaning 
plant was covered in a two-part 
series. The lack of space in both 
publications prohibited the use 
of more picture coverage to ac- 
company the articles; these pic- 
tures will appear in this issue as 
seen. 

Mr. R. E. Alles, shop instruc- 
tor, also pointed out that all 
positions in the plant are pay 
numbers. The leadman and 
clerk positions pay 16 cents an 
hour with the pay scale varying 
in other positions from five to 
nine cents. There are also five 
positions that get paid 12 cents 
per hour. 

So, take a trip to the cleaners 
and find out about a trade that 
pays dividends! 


THE FINISHED PRODUCT being loaded for transport back to the cus- 
tomers. As one, can see from the picture, the job is done as profes- 
sional as possible. ' . 

—Photo by Rudy P«r»r 


BUCK LOGAN AND JACOB WALTERS inspecting their .work in the 
washroom. — 

—Photo by Rudy Perei 
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Knicks Over Lakers, 80-63; 
Pacers Top Bullets, 84-78 






-By T.D. VENTURA 




Canvas Scopes 

A Portrait of Black 
Ring Greats 

By Ray Hamilton 

F rom the time that cotton was “King” uptil the advent 
of industrialization, the black man has enjoyed a central 
position in this country’s growth and development. 

In boxing, he has carved out a distinguished place for 
himself even when intolerance and racial bias were at 
flood level, which was the state of social affairs when 
boxing first won recognition. 

The gripping stories unfold- 


ed in the heart-rending dramas 
by the early black gladiators are 
living monuments to the skill 
and achievements their efforts 
had on this sport’s growth and 
the impact it had on the salu- 
tary social results. 

Black men like Joe Cans, 
“Tiger” Flowers, “Gorilla” 
Jones, Henry Armstrong, Rqjr 
Robinson and Joe Louis, who 
rose to prominence in this bru- 
tal sport is a tribute to their abil 
ity and the legendary ring fig- 
ures they became to the public 
The magnetism with the sport 
ing crowds is felt even to this 
day when boxing is on a notice- 
able decline. 

From the time of the mulatto 
Tom Molineaux’s appearance on 
the fistic scene, up to and includ- 
ing the present day champion, 
Joe Frazier, the black fist fighter 
has occupied a top spot in the 
American fight picture. His sta- 
mina. courage and skill is re- 
flected in the many black aspi- 
rate who have reached the pin- 
nacle of success in this compe- 
titive\sport. His durability and 
determination has been unques- 
tionabljr^us biggest assets. 

In the uncomfortable and 
dangerous rarial climate of the 
early 20’s and\30’s, the black 
fighter had to bo. almost super- 
human to survive\he onslaught 
of the sociological'toarriers and 
win recogniton; yet) he was able 
to transcend these /barriers and 
emerge as one of /the most re- 
spected and heralded minorities 
to achieve fistic fame. 

No fighter has had the impact 
upon the American fistic scene 
and populace as Jack Johnson. 
This man was truly an enigma 
and ring phenomenon even up 
to his untimely demise in 1946. 
His ring exploits will live for- 
ever in fistic immortality. 

The caustic appraisal he was 
subjected to by virtue of his 
unconventional behavior, both 
in and out of the ring, is leg- 
endary. His legion of admirers 
both loved and detested him. 
They loved him for his incred- 
ible .'.astery of his foes in the 


ring and hated him for his bla- 
tant defiance and assaults upon 
the cherished dogma of racial 
superiority. 

When he was expelled from 
this country and took up resi- 
dence in Europe, the French 
loved him. When one French- 
man was asked why they held 
him in such esteem he replied 
simply : “Parce que nous savons 
lui . . .!” “Because we know 
him!” 

When he demolished cham- 
pion Tommy Burns in 14 rounds 
at Sydney, Australia, and won 
the World’s Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship, he gained consider- 
able financial and worldwide 
support from the white citi- 
zenry. But after a short reign, 
this human paradox became ob- 
sessed with the desire to become 
better than the best and to make 
ring as well as social history. 

His abrasive colloquy with 
some of his admirers attest to 
his lack of finesse and audacious 
mannerisms. His obstinacy and 
flaunting demeanor reminds 
one of Cassius Clay before the 
Joe Frazier bout. 

His image is susceptible of 
but one interpretation and to 
this day he has remained in 
character. 

Joe Louis, by contrast, was 
his direct opposite in and out 
of the ring. There were vast 
personality divergences be- 
tween these foremost black 
heavyweight kings: 

Louis seemed “schooled” to 
be an ambassador of good will 
and confined his rhetorical ex- 
cursions to “yes” and an occa- 
sional “no.” His comments, 
when asked for, were philosoph- 
ical gems. 

The historical significance of 
these two towering ring person- 
alities, as well as many other 
black champions and near 
champions, will long dominate 
a place in boxing. Many young- 
sters, black and white, will idol- 
ize and aspire to follow in their 
footsteps and copy their style 
and the fistic glory that was 
theirs. 


Pacers Regain esque superstar to transfer 

O TUPDf II A VP DPPM e iLi.i 

League Lead 


By T. D. Ventura 

This past weekend exploded 
with exciting basketball action 
with a doubleheader being 
played on Saturday and a varsity 
game on Sunday. 

The first intramural battle 
was between Joe Ratti’s Knicks 
and Paul Meza’s Lakers, with 
the former topping the latter by 
a score of 81-62. 

Dino Jackson, the roadrunner 
of the Knicks, chalked up 25 
points (Dino’s high of the year 
which took top scoring honors) 
to carry his team to victory. 
Teammate Joe Ratti collected 
19 more to help out in his last in- 
tramural game at Q; Joe heads 
for CMC Monday. 

Nick Nichols led the Laker’s 
scoring drive with 19 markers, 
with added scoring help from 
Paul Meza and Chief Vincent 
Looking who bucketed 12 digits 
apiece. Game Captain Lee Hobbs 
tossed in 10. 

Joe Ratti dedicated this game 
(his last) to Johnny "murder- 
mouth” Chatman in A section; 
his Knicks held a 35-24 halftime 
edge over their opponents. 

Big Ernest Greene (Laker cen- 
ter) displayed some great hustle 
and board work throughout the 
contest. 

Pacers Over Bullets 

Sharpshooting Bobby Moore 
dropped 31 points through the 
barrel to carry his Pacers to an 
84-78 victory over the Bullets 
and put his team in sole posses- 
sion of first place. 

Leading by a slim 37-34 mar- 
gin over their opponents at the 
intermission break, the Pacers 
picked up momentum as “Pistol 
Pete” Thompson, Walter Gray, 
and Chop Wofford started to 
zero in on the hoop to give Bobby 
some help. 

Jay Knighten led his losing 
Bullets in the scoring depart- 
ment with 23, with Winky 
Thompson and Marc Rhodes ad- 
ding 20 and 16 points respec- 
tively. 

Varsity Game 

The San Quentin Pirates 
opened their varsity hoop season 
on a winning note Sunday by 
beating the West Valley Vikings 
in a close one, 78-76. The com- 
plete story and picture coverage 
of this game will appear in the 
next issue of the S. Q. News. 

Sport Spotlites 

Sports Illustrated 

Tony Capozzoli, 13, East Nor- 
wich, N.Y., placed second in the 
New York district punt, pass, 
and kick competition despite 
being forced to pass lefthanded 
because of a broken right hand. 

He was national champion at 
11 and 12 and runner-up at 10 


Bill Lissotto, a halfback for 
Penn Hills (Pa.) High School, 
gained 353 yards in 23 carries 
and scored a school record 38 
points on six touchdowns and a 
two-point conversion as the In- 
dians crushed Highlands, 50-26. 

He has totaled' 1,361 yards in 
six games. 



NEW YORK JOE . . . Super-Star 
on the go. 


THERE HAVE BEEN many fine athletes here at the Bastille-by- 
the-Bay, and some of them have even been said to have been great. 
Some have turned to professional sports and have made a name 
for themselves, and a lot of them have fallen by the wayside after 
being out for awhile. 

xpe Ratti, or better known to his friends and fellow athletes as 
“New York Joe,” is probably one of the finest, if not the finest, all- 
around athlete ever to grace Coughlin Field or the Skyline gym. 
In short, he is a superstar. 

Arriving at San Quentin 
early in 1968, Joe didn’t waste 
any time proving his athletic 
skill and ability. In the same 
year, he won the “Most Valuable 
Player” award for his football 
prowess (a sport which Joe 
claims he never played prior to 
his arrival at Q), and he also 
ripped off the “ Athlete of the 
year” trophy at the 1970 Annual 
Sports Banquet. 

New York Joe tried hi^hand 
at managing football andTfcs-. 
ketball teams, and his football 
team (the Jets) ripped off the in- 
tramural pennant in 1970. This 
year his team, also called the 
Jets, were first in the league 
when the season ended prema- 
turely. He guided his intramural 
basketball team (the Knicks) to 
a second-place finish during the 
1970-71 season with his hoop- 
sters this season. 

Joe, only 24 years young, calls 

the City of New York his hometown. He attended Morris and Ben 
Franklin High Schools there, but the only sport he actively partici- 
pated in was basketball — the sport he enjoys playing the most. 
Joe’s wife, Patricia, lives in New York, but his three children are 
living in Los Angeles. 

★ ★ ★ 

JOE RATTI has spent years at Q, and in that time he has 
made quite a name for himself, both on the inside and the outside, 
through his athletic achievements (he has been mentioned in sports 
articles on the streets — notably in Don Bloom's sports’ colu mn 
“Take Five” which appeared in the Sacramento Bee in 1970). 

Presently, Joe lives in the east block and is assigned to the rec- 
reation department. He previously was assigned to the film work- 
shop and the upholstery shop for short periods. He has been an 
active member of the Men’s Advisory Committee (MAC) and claims 
his only real hobby or interest lies solely in sports. 

Being a first-termer serving a sentence of life-with for murder, 
Joe doesn’t have any present parole plans as he expects to be here 
for a few more years; however, he doesn’t plan to idle his time away 
either. 

★ ★ ★ 

WHEN ASKED by this reporter what his comments were about 
Esque’s sports program. Joe stated the following. “It has been 
going downhill steadily.” Asked- what changes he could suggest 
to improve it, he commented, “Too many to mention!” 

Joe’s many friends will be sorry to hear that he won’t be playing 
any more ball here at San Quentin; he has been approved for 
transfer to CMC-EAST and he probably will be leaving before the 
month is out. Joe originally tried to get a transfer to Tehachapi 
so that he could be closer to his kids, but he had to settle for CMC. 
At 6 1 and 200 lbs., Joe Ratti can best be described as "a man 
with a tremendous amount of driving energy and the determin- 
ation to be a winner at everything he tries!” . . . And so, San 
Quentin’s loss is CMC’s gain, and I’m sure that the latter’s institu- 
tional sport’s program will be greatly enhanced by Joe’s arrival . . . 
Good luck, NewYork Joe — we’ll miss ya, pard’ ner! 

★ ★ ★ 

OUTGOING MALE DEPT . Every time I look around me I see 
guys going out that front gate, either on parole or transfer, and 
it s gettin hard to keep up with those making the freedom scene . . . 
Charlie Hackwith, the mysterious Mr. X money donor, was trans- 
ferred to Vacaville last week. Chaiwe was a real believer in ''help- 
mg your fellow man" and he’ll be (missed by many . . . And Craig 
(Cindy) Carpenter lost his leash via parole on Nov. 22; Cindy will 
'" Sa , n Francisco . Dolly is one lonesome cat since 
her master, Charlie Bernal, was sent out to the ranch to go out on 
work furlough— Dolly sends her best Charlie! ... And well-known 
n™ !L P m tr ; Gene Hyslop, was transferred to DVI on the work 
AU ? f ,? e , ne s many friends and music fans will miss him 
and his fine pickin . . . And football star. Killer John Davis won a 
reversal and will be sent to Chino for eventual release to the 
££ San'o W “* e ’.P rob ably the best all-around mus?cL “o set 
foot in San Quentin, is on the bus to CIM at this writing. He was 

the U mf * d by the Ch ‘ n ° music de P artm ent so that he could assist 

gwd vTbe C s P i r k°e gram Anml! ‘ her n ^' e11 ” iSS your sweet and 
GareU transfer’ ? * cll ‘ known musician, guitarist Ronnie 
mu^Ha'n ani d ‘° S "? n ? last week Ro « was a very versatile 
the waUed c«y °" e f,neSt sin « er Smtarist to perform at 

. . . And goodnite, BUZZ, hang tough. Brother . . . 



yVr 



Plumbing Shop 

Pipes, Rust, and Sharks 


Bv Bobby Blanton 

The plumbing shop has come a long way since the 
days when salt water was used in San Quentin for every- 
thing except drinking. 

The story has it that when salt' water was pumped-up 
from the bay to the storage reservoir, a man-eating 
shark came along for the ride. Truth or fancy, it still 


TAMAL, CALIFORNIA 94964 Friday, December 17. 1971 


MAC Elects Head 
As New Secretary 

By Bobby Blanton 


On Nov. 21, at the regular 
meeting of the Men’s Advisory 
Council (MAC), R6bert Head was 
elected to the position of secre- 
tary to the group. 

Head, who prior to the elec- 
tion represented the east block, 
brings a long line of experience 
to his new job. 

When interviewed by this re- 
porter it was learned that Head 
had been acting in the capacity 
of secretary to the council on a 
volunteer basis for some time. 
When his duties as clerk in the 
east block permitted, he func- 
tioned as best he could on MAC 
business. 

Head. 30. has resided in this 
Bastille for some 11 months, and 
in that time. has been active not 
only in the workings of the 
MAC, but in other fields as well. 

Standing some six feet seven 
inches tall. Head appears able to 
act with firmness in any capa- 
city. It is felt by President Willie 
Wade. Jr., that he will be a posi- 
tive factor long needed within 
the MAC. 


THE REV. NEUFEID leading the congregation in song, accompanied 
by the Premiers. 

Premiers Featured At Garden Chapel 

By Steve Fierce Dowdy and Don Mitchell. 

The Premiers, a gospel sextet ^ Premiers have recorded 
from Modesto, participated in several albums on the Calvary 
Union Services at San Quentin’s labcl with a repertoire of cur- 
Garden Chapel, Sunday. Dec. 5. rent S os P el hlts as well as their 
This group is rapidly becom- unique arrangements of favor- 
ing a favorite of gospel music ! f from years past. This wad 
fans on the West Coast. They ^strated quite successfully 
perform at churches, civic cen- Sunday with their inspirational 
ters. school auditoriums, pris- Presentation of such numbers ai 
ons and youth camps. “Something Worth Living For' 

Lead singer and emcee, Arlis and 1 ve Got Confidence. ’ 
Avery, says: "We have found When asked if a return en- 
that our ministry reaches many gagement could be arrangedL 
people who would not attend Mr. Avery stated, "Our goal is 
service to hear preaching of the t° reach forgotten men with the 
Word, but would come to hear gospel, and to challenge Chrii- 
gospel singing.” Featured mem- tians to greater service fo(r 
bers of the group are: Rick Christ.” The Premiers will be 
Hartsfield, Bill Ward, Herb returning as soon as scheduling 
Henry, Dwayne Guffey, Keith will permit. 


PLUMBING SHOP crew at ease behind their boss, Mr. Mickelson. 
L to R, Waldo, Stymie, Hays, George, Delisle, while "Apache" 
kneels. The rest of the crew were out on a job. 

—Photo by Rudv Pt'tz 


remains that many small fish cottages 
were indeed pumped from the very^pro 
bay. and it was not unusual to fenmd 
see the things swimming in the 
tone, bowls in the eelis. 

Plugging of the lines have ah s. Cuff i 
ways been a sore spot taken care j ob t ra i, 
of by the men in the shop, and as room sti 
some of the fish in the reser- reading 
voir reached as much as a foot i cne we j 
in length, they were a factor. 

Some years ago a contractor 
came in and converted the sys- 
tern from salt to fresh by run- son sa /. s 
ning lines from Marin County upon nis 
to the joint. A chlorine purifica- At pre 
tion house was built, with the of men, < 
result that the entire institu- who won 
tion has good clean water. field a r e 

Still it must be said that many plumbin, 
of the rusty lines^remain, and or - 
the plumbing crew works 
around the clock repairing MAC 
them. They still blow out at 
times, but not nearly as much 
as they once did. 

Mr. E. R. Mickelson, supervi- 
sor of the maintenance plumb- 
ing shop, now has 26 men in his 
work crew. These men service 
all the facilities in San Quentin. 

In conversation with Mickel- 
son it was learned that one of his 
major problems lie in the realm 
of experience and custody. 

"One of the big things.” he 
said, “is finding men with expe- 
rience. and also the proper cus- 
tody to permit them working 
outside the walls. I’ve had pro- 
jects that needed a large crew, 
but due to restrictions on cus- 
tody have had to make do with 
less men.” 

Now employed in the shop arc 
men with more or less experi- 
ence headed up by Leadman 
Henry Sianez. who has been 
there for two years. He heads 
up most of the projects and 
helps other times where needed. 

Working under Sianez is 
“Smily” Smizer, the north block 
plumber. S. Townsel of the west 
block. •Red” Rogers in the east 
block, while "Hardrock” Hagen 
services the south block. 

All the paperwork for the 
shop is handled by K. Y. Hays, 
who is also Mickelson’s right- 
hand man. 

The other areas within the in- 
stitution. and out at the ranch is 
covered by D. Hall, C. Paone, 
and M. Lave. 

The men of the shop have 
done most of the work on the 
units for the work furlough pro- 

gham; and the family visiting 


Night School Adds 
New Courses to 
Winter Schedule 


The second period offers 
such new courses as personal 
economics, and typing. The Eng- 
lish courses have added study 
skills and radio/TV. 

Vocabulary building has been 
added to the fine arts program; 
while this period also offers a 
course in inter-cultural studied. 

The vocational program has 
been expanded to include blue- 
print reading, E. D. P., and traf- 
fic management; while a course 
in psychology is also offered. | 

Finally, the social science 
courses have been bolstered by 
subjects in government B, psy- 
chodrama B.and U. S. History B. 

The night program starts Jan. 
3. and ends Mar. 19. Applicants 
will be accepted on ethnic bal- 
ance according to the institu- 
tion population, and all men on 
mainline a?e urged to get to the 
education department early and 
sign up for the courses of their 
choice. 

Inmates Urged 
To Reapply for 
Night Movement 

In answer to many enquiries 
about night movement, Lt. H. 
G. Watkins, third watch com- 
mander, has made the follow- 
ing known to the News. 

Those men who in the past 
were denied night movement 
should reapply, and their cases 
will be reconsidered. 

However, if the man was 
denied such movement on the 
basis of serious, or continued, 
disciplinaries, or resides in A 
or B sections, there is no point 
in their doing so. 


Foundation to 
Sponser 72 


‘ M With the coming winter quar- 

ROBERT HEAD ter, the night adult education 

New MAC Secretary program of Bayview Schools has 

“I like people,” Head said, revised its educational schedule, 
“and through the MAC I will be added a " u , mb f r ° f ne "' c ° urses ; 
afile to be of some help to the and m0d,flcd lhc " u , mb " ot 
men on mainline. Wc all want to ™ u ^ s ’ a ma " nlust take dur ’ 
make San Quentin a better place l. t „ h L!,''„ C „ nlne n eSS10nS ' h 
to live in. and I (eel that working 3 "“I!- 1 *, re ' 

,..: fh MAr jo „„„ quired to take four subjects a 

with the MAC is one way of do- week but may now enter J as fcw 

8 W .' n t u - as two. The 6:20 to 8:20 period 

ihn^hiV fa a V° h,S may be broken down as follows: 
thoughts on the present pres.- A man may attend Monday and 

lent who has come in for some Wcdn esday. or Tuesday and 
re from different quarters. Thursday, or Monday through 
Head stated that he felt Wade Thursda depending upon the 
to be a good man with a good type and nun , bcr 0 f courses de- 
head on his shoulders. “Willie s j red 

has made some good ideas work Courses taken during the 8:20 
out, Head continued, “and to 10 period may be covered on 
many of them have been to the -Monday and Wednesday, or 
advantage of the population. I Monday. Tuesday. and.Thurs- 
want to be a part ot a working dav , or Monda , br „ j rhurs . 
order that will bring all the good day . Again depending upon the 
ideas to an accomplished goal. number and type of courscs re . 

The MAC is a group of dedi- qu i r ed. The night school is 
cated men. Head went on. “and closed on Friday 
if I didn’t feel that the group as \ ew Courses 

a whole were striving to make Many new courses have been 
San Quentin a better and safer added to both periods of the 
place to live. I wouldn’t be sit- night school, and all men are 
ting at this desk.” urged to participate. 

When asked about his own New courses added to the first 
plans. Head said, ‘ Well, I haven’t period are: Fine arts, research 
got a date yet. but if I should get papers, geometry, inter-cultural 
lucky when I go to the board. I studies, for all ethnic groups in- 
w'oukl like to live in the Bay ter guitar stud v. vocational 
Area. Jackie, my fiancee, and I drafting and traffic managment 
hope to marry upon my release and a social science course! 
and settle in this area.” “.How to think straight.” 


The Men’s Advisory Council 
received a letter from the Re- 
Entry Foundation Inc., that read 
as follows: 

“The Re-Entry Foundation 
Inc., congratulates you for the 
fine idea, reported in the San 
Quentin News, of furnishing 
$50 to a prisoner for a Christ- 
mas visit to his hqme. 

We would like to join this 
Men's Advisory Council pro- 
gram by making it possible for 
you to choose a second man for 
a home visit for Christmas. Ac- 
cordingly, we are enclosing our 
check for $50 for the purpose 
of presenting the second man 
with this opportunity. 

If it is not contrary to regula- 
tions, we would appreciate 
knowing the name of the second 
man and his destination town. 

With our best wishes for a 
Merry Christmas. ’’ 

Re-Entry Foundation, Inc., 

Harold S. Choate, 

Honorary President, 

401 Panoramic Way, 
Berkeley. 

The Men’s Advisory Council 
now has funds for two men to 
be home for Christmas on 72- 
hour passes. Ee sure and sub- 
mit the names of those men you 
want considered for a 72- hour 
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By Philip C. Clark 


I was looking out over the Bay just now, having just returned 
from dinner, and I got to thinking of some of the letters we have 
received at the News over the past few weeks. 

A lot of them posed the question of what we think about in here, 
and how we feel. This, being an honest question, I will now try to 
answer. What the answer will be worth, or whether or not it will 
mean anything, I have no way of knowing. 

Being just one man, I can’t speak for the many. I can only speak 
for myself, so this will no doubt fall far short of what should be 
said. Still, here it is. 

Right now most of my thoughts center around my board appear- 
ance in January. Most of you have been through that one, some 
many times, so you pretty well know how it goes. But for those 
who have never known the inside of a prison, its functions, or what 
it means to a man, maybe these words will serve some useful pur- 
pose. 

I have had 12 years of it. I’m tired. I want to get the hell out of 
here. “Everyone wants that,” you say, “so what else is new?” 

I wish I could give a pat answer to the question, but there is 
none. Twelve years. A lot of time, a lot of waste. What do they 
mean? Ticks! That’s right just X number of ticks. They have gone, 
I can’t go back to them, and all that remains of those times are a 
heap of purple ashes grown cold. 

So if the past is lost, what remains? Now there we have some- 
thing firm to build on. The instant, and all the instants of all the 
tomorrows I might have. I don’t know h6w many ticks they will 
represent, but it really doesn’t matter as~kmg as I know they are 
there. 

I love to sit here and look out over the Bay and watch the lights 
on the far shore. Red and green, jewels of light to girdle the land 
with sparks of fire. If you watch long enough you seem to leave 
yourself, travel there, or beyond. I may be here, but imagination 
being such, it’s pretty easy to be someplace else. In any case you’re 
free. 

For myself, I probably travel further than most. Not that my 
imagination encompasses more than the next man’s, but because 
the thing I want the most is three thousand miles away. A mist of 
miles, yet somehow immediate and real. This probably makes little 
sense, but there it is. 

The wonder of the whole thing is the freedom of thought. Chains 
may encompass the flesh, but the mind remains unfettered, alive 
and real. Fancy it is, but perhaps not all that much. 

I can close my eyes and see the sea. With a little effort I can 
reach out and touch the green things of the earth. Stone becomes 
my companion, the things of the earth my toys. A man needs so 
little when all is said and done. Just a few bits and pieces about 
him, a work, a touch, a voice; not much. 

Alaska is my home, and I have been gone too long from it. I am 
not there yet, but somehow I really never left it. The things outside 
may go from you for a time, but the things within hold true. Such 
is the manner of the dream — and the life. 

I suppose it’s all a matter of goals. We reach for the stars, but 
so many times settle for the moon. Three thousand miles is a long 
way by car, or even a jet. But how far is it to a beam of light — or 
the touch of a hungry mind. 

January. A cold month. A cold board? The fear is always there. 
Will I make it this time, or is there another year to do? If I don’t 
make it, can I make the next? Will the things waiting for me now 
be there the next time around? Will those who wait in love and 
hope be there the next time? My mind is filled with questions, 
hopes, fears; all mixed up with burning desire and faith. You try 
to push the questions back, but they are as so many tigers lying 
in the bushes — waiting. 

Do men weep? Yes, if they are men. Is there a shame that goes 
along with the tears? No, if the tears are honest. Tears can be one 
of the most soul saving things in the world — and the most satis- 
fying. But you know? It’s no fun to cry alone. 

So in the end what do I feel? Everything! Nothing is unknown 
to me — nor to any man who walks these yards in the blood of his 
hopes. We are not but abstract images, but human men. We feel 
all things, for we are all things. People expect us to be tough, but 
what is strength? People expect us to be different, but where is 
the true difference in us? People expect more of us than they do of 
themselves. Demand more of us than they themselves can give. 
And we are so weary. 

So I, and a multitude of others, sit and gaze out across the water 
to the lights of the city. We dream of tomorfow, for tomorrow is 
all we have. We see a light, reach for if, and touch steel. We yearn 
for warmth, here, where the bitter winds of the years have blown 
for so long. We dream of the things that were, and wake in the 
night confronted with the things that are. Strength? The hallmark 
of our strength is in the fact that we do indeed reach for these 
things. To those, who reside out there and read these words, 
could you? 

Now the holidays are upon us. Men at this instant are calling 
home. Three minutes. Just three. What do those few minutes 
mean to both parties? Oh God! 

I did not make a call, nor shall I. Why? I don’t like to be hurt. 
The voice of the one I would call would hurt me. To hear and not 
to touch would be too much. A few days ago I wrote something 
of how I felt. Here it-is. I give it to you: . 

In unwilling sleep I lie and dream of tomorrow’s sun/Un- 
awakened birth, tolling bells of lost mortality/Strength alone will 
not raise the fallen angel to greet the dawn /But I must rise to 
greet it evermore/An eagle in agony, chained to stone, divorced 
from flight. What more can I say to you? Goodnite, “D” 


A Still Small Voice 


By Dr. G. W. Kleinmalcr 

Last time, I gave some opinions about psychi- 
atry, — that is, the psychological development of 
man as an individual — and religion. There are 
many indicators that man has a function both as 
an individual and as a fragment of mankind. The 
outlook of religion is that there is meaning to 
creation as a whole, and there is a significance 
of mankind as a whole, and that fact is also 
significant for each individual man. It follows that 
any meaning important to man’s life is profound- 
ly important to a psychology*^ man. Therefore 
omission of this in the development of psychia- 
try and psychology is a grave error. 

Thus, I maintain that man needs to be both a 
rational being and a religious being, finding the 
meaning of his own life within a larger, ^meaning- 
ful context. Man needs a relationship with the 
Creator of heaven and earth that has relevant 
roots in the past, present, and future as a dynamic 
unity. Thus, both those aspects of the past reli- 
gion that remain relevant, and those aspects of 
the present and future that become relevant, are 
all part of a dynamic religion. 

This implies also, that religion must be crea- 
tive and continually developing, as man unfolds 
his destiny, and that man must break the bonds 
of dogma if that dogma stands in the way of a 
further development in the relation of man to 
God. 

We must not let the vested interest of religious 
institutions keep us from seeking an ever more 
valid relationship between man and God, and this 
is the message of the youth of today in their re- 
ligious strivings. 

Each man who can find it in his heart to do so, 
should share his creative inspiration, his com- 
munion with God, with others, in the full real- 
ization that when God speaks through the being of 
a man, he speaks through an imperfect vessel. By 
sharing our prophecies, we may arrive at greater 
prophecy, as each man is both individual and a 
fragment of humanity. 

I appeal to those especially who say they are 
“turned off” by religion, to find new meaning in 
a dynamic relationship with the invisible, but 
everywhere manifest. Creator of heaven and 
earth, and to find in our holy scriptures that 
which is deep and profound and meaningful, 
rather than being prevented from all religion 
because there is some you cannot accept. Indeed, 
it may be that your rejection of aspects of religi- 
ous dogma is a manifestation in your own soul of 
a larger surge in all mankind toward the higher, 
truer development of man in his relationship with 
God. . 

It is in this sprit that I would like to share with 
you, my fellow men, a prayer of my own: 

PREDAWN PRAYER 

All over the earth, the darkness grows. Trouble 
and turmoil are everywhere; evil is on the ascend- 
ant. Good is every where at bay, honor is taunted 
and a good name is scarcely to be found, among 
men or nations. Evil harasses good : the greater 
evil harasses the lesser, and the less good is 
esteemed over the greater; everything is turned 
around backwards. Everywhere on earth, violence 
is rampant, and war is imminent. In every age, the 
son of man, working his wonders, worships his 
own image, and God has turned His face from the 
earth. 

Lord of the universe, behold nje, bereft, in fast- 
ing and in meditation, I cry for all mankind. 

0 God, I come to Thee in the wilderness, and 
dare to call upon Thee by Thy sacred name: Per- 
mit me, and those who shall assemble to Thee in 
the wilderness, to confess to Thee our sins. 
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Letters to the Editor 


I feel highly critical. The SQ News seems at an 
all time low. Your rag brought to mind when it 
was run by Mike Brown or Don Nivens. The Bas- 
tille by the Bay column really sucks. It’s all plati- 
tudes and boring drivel. 

John Watson appears the most interesting and 
humorous writer. But his Penal Press column 
bores me to tears. I mean, who cares what he 
thinks about the Menard Time? 

T. D. Ventura is humorous and interesting. All 
in all, though, it’s a gas to read. 

Marin City, Calif. 

— Terry Cuddy 

Dear Editor: 

The parts of the News I liked were the sports, 
“Trouble Choosing your Vocation,” the Locker 
Room, and stories on such things as early parole 
date fixing. 

I would like to see more stories speaking of the 
inmates. I feel that the inmates should get an in- 
spiration from the articles in the San Quentin 
News. 

Iris Mae Thompson 
Kilgore, Tex. 

Dear Editor: 

‘^+eojoy the Penal Press and Bastille by the Bay 
the most. And, of course, I enjoy Steets and 
Glump. I think every paper should have a comic 
in it to liven it up. 

I think this is an interesting paper. I have al- 
ways wondered about San Quentin, but I was also 
wondering if you could have other activities for 
the readers such as a crossword puzzle. I enjoy 
reading your paper. Thank you for sending the 
issues. 

Rainella Everett 
Novato, Calif. 

Dear Editor: 

I enjoy your paper very much. I don’t like the 
Penal Press, but I enjoy the Bastille, Locker Room 
and Steets and Glump. Keep up the good work! 

Berry Somes 
Portland, Me. 

Dear Editor: 

I like the Bastille, Penal Press, Steets and 
Glump (of course), and Philip Clark’s Profile of a 
Monument is great! I would like to see more in 
this vein, but I think your column filler could be 
upgraded. I’m glad I subscribed. Don’t you have 
any inmate artists? Some pen and ink sketches 
might lend a further touch of flair to an all around 
classy rag. Good work, you guys! 

Richard Broussard 
Defuniak Springs, Fla. 

Dear Rick: 

Thanks for the nice blurb. The artists I'm still look- 
ing for as we need a replacement for Don Chenault 
who has gone home. How about answering a letter now 
and then? 

—Editor 


With^thy blessing, 0 Lord, we shall embody 
the spirit of the son of man returned, returned 
without pride, and beseech that Thou stave a 
remnant to be Thy Sons of Light in the dawn of 
the coming age. 

0 Lord, let it be known among men that the 
time has come that Thy forbearance is at an end, 
and that it is Thou who has sown the spirit of 
confusion and the spirit of destruction among 
men; that they may know that to conquer these 
and save themselves; they must turn to Thee — 
that they may know at last that all of their pow- 
ers and all of their dreams shall come to naught, 
until they refUrn to Thee, forsaking self-centered 
interest— that their hearts may be purified, to do 
battle with the Sons of Darkness who have set 
their faces against Thee. 

Let the, hearts of men be opened, O Lord, that 
they maj«4now that their mission on earth shall 
be to live their lives in joyful witness, with para- 
mount concern for the honor of Thy name, mani- 
fest in their deportment before Thee and before 
all men: suffering well, that they must suffer, 
but that only — as Thou, their Creator, combined 
love and joy and suffering in creation, and found 
it good that man on earth may join, as future 
messengers of God , to worlds beyond his own. 

Let the hearts of the fathers return to the sons, 
and the hearts of the sons return to Thee, Father 
k .L ma 7 know a t last that they are 

brothers, and that Thy blessings may be upon us, 
as at the beginning. 

We ask it in our own names, 0 Lord, for we, 
iny Sons of Light, take responsibility for our- 
'ru towards Thee, our Father, and towards 
k / Y? ,y creation - for with Thy blessing we 
embody the returned and repentant spirit of the 
son of man, and return to Thee, God. of- all. 
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Doctor Taliaferro 

Of the six physicians who 
served San Quentin between 
1860 and 1880, the name of Dr. 
Taliaferro remains longest n 
mind. An amiable man. who, 
early in his career established 
himself as a prominent denjo- 
crat. Dr. Taliaferro appears to 
have been something of a man, 
and not afraid to speak his mirjd. 

His was a firm belief in the 
Gospel of Progress, and it v[as 
his wont to continually bombard 
the state capitol about condi- 
tions at San Quentin. 

His chief concern centered 
about the insane prisoners liv- 
ing in Crazy Alley, and he spnt 
many off to the hospitals in 
Stockton, Napa, and later to [Ag- 
news State Hospital, where they 
were promptly sent back with- 
out any cure being effected.! 

At San Quentin the insane 
were kept in a sunless alleyway 


prisons is not in vogue here,” 
Johnson wrote. "Instead, we 
treat all who will bear it, and 
most do, with kindness and even 
courtesy.” In the same year in 
which he revealed his secret 
method of government, John- 
son also, for the first time in the 
prison’s history, appointed a 
guard to act as flogger at an in- 
crease in pay of $25 a month to 
compensate him for the extra 
work. 

School Books and Bibles 

In 1861 a legislative commit- 
tee wrote about the spiritual 
side of San Quentin, "No Prayer 
is heard, no bible is read, no ex- 
hortation to repentance is 
heard.” Not quite true. 

In 1858 the Reverend Doctor 
Gilbert had volunteered to act 
as chaplain, and beginning in 
December, regular Protestant 
services were held in the mess- 
hall. ^ 


THE OLD KITCHEN, where the education department now stands. 

The only thing that hasn't changed is the coffee. 

In March of 1860, the first between two of the cell blocks, 
mass was said by Father Gal- behind a sort of palisade. This 
lagher, and two months later stockade came to be known as 
Archbishop Joseph Sadoc Ale- Crazy Alley, or less commonly, 
many himself preached in the Crank Alley, Cranky Alley, 
messhall. Alemany was later to or Nut Alley. It was not until 
preside regularly at the confir- 1920 that the insane moved into 
mation of convicts who had decent cells, but the name Crazy 
strayed from the Church in their Alley clung, and continued to 
misspent youth. give a good measure of their 

Although a room 60 feet long treatment, 
had been set aside for a chapel, Crazy Alley held a stagecoach 
no single chaplain was appoint- robber who swore he would nev- 
ed during the 1860s because of er say a word while in prison, 
the variety of religious beliefs For years he kept his vow, but 
held by the convicts. Instead, then one day someone stole his 
Sundays were parceled out to tobacco. The stagecoach robber 
clergymen of the various faiths, held out for several days, but at 

It was left to the captain of last he could stand it no longer 
the yard, R. G. Gilchrist, to sug- and spoke for the first time since 
gest the establishment of a pris- the gates closed behind him. 
on school. This was surprising The momentous words? "Gim- 
as Gilchrist was known to be as me some of your tobacco.” 
tough as they come, and "con On July 15, 1880, the state 
wise.” Yet, under his direction prison at Folsom opened and 
the school was built and thrived. 200 convicts from San Quentin 

By 1870, when C. C. Cum- were transferred. If the con- 
mings was appointed the new victs welcomed the change, they 
post of moral instructor, the soon learned better. The history 
school boasted 250 scholars ap- of San Quentin has its diverting 
plying themselves to reading, moments, but the history of the 
writing, arithmetic, grammar rock-bound prison on the Amer- 
and geography. Atmost half of ican River is a record of almost 
the convicts committed to San unrelieved grimness. 

Quentin could neither read nor 
write. 

The library had grown along 
with Captain Gilchrist’s school, 
and now included about 2,000 
volumes of theology, history, 
biography, and science. Stamps, 
stationery and lights were pro- 
vided by the California Prison 
Commission, and the library was 
also used as the scene of occa- 
sional grand balls given by the 
officers and guards, sometimes 
as a benefit for the library, and 
sometimes just for the sake of 
a good time. 


Marin County Journal, May 11, 
1861: 

State Prison: On the 7th inst., 
Mr. Hill from the State Prison 
Committee, reported a bill for 
an appropriation of $50,000, to 
be expended under direction of 
the State Prison Directors,' in 
the erection of additional build- 
ings for the purpose of relocat- 
ing prisoners. 

They call it rehabilitation to- 
day. Schee! 
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Young Collegians Tough! 


Pirates Nip Vikings, 78-76 
T o Capture Season Opener 


1 By T. D. VENTURA J 

FANS ENJOY BALANCED COMPETITION 

Many People judge the quality of a book or a movie on how the 
author or director begins a story, how the guts of the story moves, 
and how dramatic or climatic the ending is. Such is how many 
sports fans judge the quality of a sporting event: how the initial play 
gets under way, how the game progresses strategically through 
deceptive plays, and, most important of all, how it ends. 

You might notice while watching a game on the boob tube, or 
even attending an athletic event at the gym or at the stadium, that 
many in attendance start motivating towards the exits to get a 
head start on the traffic situation. One would ask this question: 
Wefre the teams playing so unbalanced that the competitiveness was 
a joke? Did the contest lack excitement? Would leaving before the 
game was completed leave something to be desired, or was thq 
contest already decided long before? 

All sports enthusiasts enjoy the strictest of competition, where 
the game is decided in the final moments of play, or where the 
rivalry is so strong that it defies you to leave before the horn 
sounds ending the battle in question. Those sports-minded indivi- 
duals dislike routs, dislike lop-sided team competition, and dislike 
games that are already decided before they start, inside the locker 
rooms or through the news media. COMPETITION — and the 
strongest kind-^is what sports nuts want! 


Winning Pts. Made on Ratti's Tip-in as Buzzer Blows 

Joe Ratti couldn't have topped ofT his athletic achieve- 

ments here at Esque any better than he did in the San V 

Quentin Pirates’ season opener against West Valiev Col- 

lege played on Sunday, Dee. 5. Ratti's tip-in as the buzz- vH 

er sounded ending the game proved to be the winning 1 1 . 

margin over the tough Vikings who had to settle for a 

78-76 loss. 

It was a very satisfying win for our Captive Cagers 
as they revenged their loss to West Valley last year 
when they lost in another close battle. 69-67. 'SB 


WEST VALLEY COLLEGE provided us with just this sort of 
high-spirited competition when they came in Dec. 5 to initiate the 
start of the varsity basketball season against our Pirates. Yes, they 
lost — but what a game! These youngsters with their look of appre- 
hensiveness and their pcach-fuzzed faces took on a bunch of season- 
ed athletes who have been playing together for (sometimes) years, 
and awarded the fans with excitement right up to the final gun. 

Last year, with a different bunch of frosh cagers. they left San 
Quentin victorious, winning 69-67 in the only competitive game we 
witnessed during the entire season. The coach of the Vikings, El 
Brown, always brings in a tough bunch of hoopsters. His boys are 
always in the best of shape and the cohesiveness of the team is 
evident on the court with well-executed plays. 


San Queniin News 


citing cage thrills from both 
sides, i And the outsiders ap- 
peared to be the favorites, as 
usual, with Esque fans). 

If all of the varsity games this 
season (urn out to be as compet- 
itive and as exciting as this one 
was. wc can look forward to 
some great hoop thrills in the 
upcoming weeks. 

And we look for a return en- 
gagement from these fine ath- 
letes and sportsmen from West 
Valley College in the near fu- 
ture. 

BOX SCORES 

S. Q. Pirates TP W.V. Vikings TP 

B. Moore 22 B Freed 9 

P% Curtis 5 T Ben§on 6 

M, Rhodes \A M. Walsh 16 

J. Ratti 19 T. Tolbert 7 

W. Thompson 10 J. Martin 3 

X. Nichols . 2 D MahafTey .. 2 

P. Meza 2 B. Batnich 4 

L. Wofford 0 J. Jackson 19 

L. Hobbs 0 C. White 0 

G. Bengiovani 0 R. Robertson 11 
W. Gray 4 

Total 78 Total 76 


The contest couldn’t have 
been more evenly matched as 
both clubs traded the lead back 
and forth throughout the game. 
The Pirates held a 40-38 half- 
time advantage over their wor- 
thy adversaries. This fine dis- 
play of hoop warfare was well- 
received by all the fans and it 
was a contest that either team 
could have walked away the 
winner. 

Vikings Rally 

The Vikings rallied from an 
eight-point deficit late in the 
fourth period .'mainly due to the 
fine clutch shooting of forward 
Rick Robertson. Robertson sub- 
sequently tied up the contest at 
76-all with just 22 seconds left 
to play. 

Taking advantage of their last 
time-out Vikings' coach El 
Brown sent in a play that might 
have broken the tie and awarded 
the young collegians with the 
game, had it worked. However, 
the play was destroyed when Joe 
Ratti collided with the intended 
shooter: Joe fell to the floor in 
possession of the ball and hol- 
lered for a time-out. 

Some confusion then became 
evident as the Vikings' coach 
thought a foul had been commit- 
ted by a Pirate player and that 
they couldn’t call time out if 
they were in possession of the 
ball illegally: the Buccaneers 
won the argument and took the 
ball out. 

Dramatic Tip-in 
’ Then, with just three seconds 
remaining on the clock and the 
score tied at 76-all. Winkv 
Thompson took the inbounds 
pass and lofted a 20-footcr that 
caromed off the rim and Joe Rat- 
ti executed his dramatic tip-in 
shot lhat won all the marbles for 
the Pastillians.' as Ihe buzzer 
sounded ending the game. 

Said New York Joe after the 
game: “Those Kids were even- 
bit as tough as they were last 
year. The main reason we won is 
because the team (Pirates) want- 
ed me to leave on a winning 
note!” (Joe will be at CMC-East 
when this issue hits the stands 
and this was his last -game at Q). 


Game Statistics 

Bobby Moore took the game’s 
top scoring honors with 22 to 
lead the Pirates to victory and 
received added scoring help 
front Joe Ratti ( 19 > and Marc 
Rhodes ( 14 ). The Vikings’ top 
point-getter was guard John 
Jackson who zeroed in for 19 
with Mike Walsh and Rick Rob- 
ertson contributing 16 and 11 
points respectively in a fine ef- 
fort. 

Tim Tolbert (No. 31). an elu- 
sive guard on the Viking squad, 
displayed some fine all-around 
hustle and drive with excellent 
ball handling control and re- 
bounding ability for his size. 
Bruce Batnich. Todd Benson, 
and Bill Freed played both 
boards well for the losing colle- 
gians: 

Spearheading the defensive 
unit for the victorious Pirates 
was Joe Ratti. but received some 


RICK MILE, sidelined because of an injury, aided me at the 
score tabic in the spotting dept . . . Rick seemed more interested in 
what prison was all about than he did about the game (which is only 
natural — curiosity is what makes the world turn). He was especial- 
ly interested in the attributes of superstar Joe Ratti, who subse- 
quently won the game for the Pirates on a tip-in; it was Joe’s last 
time wearing a Pirates’ uniform, and he really wanted this one! 
Thanks, Rick, for helping me out . . . And I can only add this: Coach 
El Brown — your team is built on sportsmanship! 


LOCKER ROOMERS . Mr. OrrelJ. academic teacher at Q, in- 
formed me that he ran into Walt Clark, an ex-alumnus who used to 
work in the hospital lab, and told me that Walt is presently living in 
a hippie pad in Larkspur complete with wall-to-wall hippies! . . . 
And is there any truth to the rumor that Phil Clark’s lookalike is 
really Barney Rubble of the TV animated series, The Flintstones? 


SHORTS *N SPORTS . . . Sal DeRosa, trainer, had these few com- 
ments to make about his newest addition to his stable, 22-year-old 
Robert "Tawa” Romeror^He is the best worker in the whole fight 
program. He never complains about training, and he has the deter- 
mination and heart to become the Junior Welterweight Champion 
within three or four bouts.” . . . Another well-known Esque boxer, 
Coties Pace, says he’ll have to pass up the Holiday Card (he doesn't 
feel like he’s in good enough shape yet), but that he will fight on the 
next card. Says Pace, “I can whip anybody in my weight class!” 

And the varsity handballers racked up their first win of the sea- 
son by beating the U.S. Army team 9-5 in a match last week. This 
team had whipped our boys in two previous meets this year . . . 
Tachi Galavis wants to clear up a statement he made a couple of 
issues ago about being undefeated in the ring while boxing at Q . . . 
Tachi lost a match with Baby Daniels on the Memorial Day Card of 


OUTGOING MALE DEPT . . Leaving the Bastille-by-the-Bay dur- 
ing the last few weeks via paroles or transfers were the following 
lucky ones drawn out of the hat: Fireballin’ Phil Verdugo (a very 
excellent varsity softball Iwrler), New York Joe Itatti (Esque’s su- 
perstar now at CMC), Tuly Merjil (varsity handball captain and 
handball reporter). Benny Martin (Welterweight King now at CIM), 
and Albert “The Troll” Pearlnian (the golden-throated voiceman of 
the westblock airways now doing his thing at CIM). 


THE BIG SCRAMBIE IN SUNDAY'S PIRATE-VIKING' 

able assistance from Marc 
Rhodes. Walter Gray. Gino Ben- 
giovanni. Paul Meza. Chop Wof- 
ford. and Lee Hobbs (the last 
four men saw limited action but 
did a fine job while playing). 

Officiating Tops 
Referees Dennis A. Johnson 
and Wildcat Murray were cred- 
ited by many as calling their 
best game so far this season — 
outstanding job. fellas. 

All those in attendance at the 
game were treated to outstand- 
ing competitive hoop warfare 
and were awarded with some ex- 


Weekend Sports 
-Calendar- 


SATURDAY 
Holiday Fight Card 
(Skyline Gym— 10 a.m.) 
SUNDAY 
Power Meet 

(Skyline Gym — 10 a.m.) 


TIIINGS-WE’D LIKE-TO SEE DEPT . . The San ( 
teams play road games, such^s the football team of 
Prison has just experimented successfully with. 

. . . And goodnite, BUZZ, peace wherever, Brother 




Dummies Used 


Tw^Caught in Escape Attem pt 



ESCAPE DUMMY used to stand count in the east block. 


Two San Quentin inmates were captured Monday 
night, Dec. 13, but a third man is still at large after an 
elaborate escape attempt involving three dummies. 

The missing man, Jacob Zitzer, 27, appears to have 
made it over the high wall of the industrial area, and re- 
ports of his having been seen have been reported to the 
San Francisco police department. 

First Report r— - — 

The escape was first reported ' ia,r » shoes, and gloves to repre- 
about'B p.m. according to In- “They were very 

life-like, he added. 

Zitzer is serving time for a 
murder committed in the course 
of a robbery in Los Angeles in 
1964, and at this writing, is still 
at large. 

Wedding Bells 
Sound Esque First 

A San Quentin-first occurred 
Friday, Dec. 17 with the mar- 
riage in the Garden Chapel of 
Miss Ruby Burger, 24, to Mr. 
Benny Medina, 30. 

Officiating at the simple cere- 
mony was the Rev. Nick Neu- 
feld. The bride was attended by 
her sister, Miss Carol Burger, 
while Mr. Jerry Golden stood 
for the groom. 

The bride wore a simple, blue 
two-piece jumper and slacks suit, 
while the groom was attired in 
his prison-issue blues. 

Upon completion of the cere- 
mony, as the couple left the 
chapel, they were met by four 
San Quentin inmates who show- 
ered them with rice pilfered from 
the kitchen. 

The couple then left for the 
visiting room where they were 
allowed to spend the afternoon 
together. 

Although a program of family 
visiting is in force here, the 
couple were not permitted a con- 
jugal visit due to the groom not 
being able to meet the custody 
requirements. 

The press was not allowed to 
attend the ceremony as it was 
felt by the administration that 
such publicity would be of a neg- 
ative value to the continuation 


formation Officer Joseph O’ Bri- 
en, when John Golden, the son 
of a San Quentin employee, saw 
movement in the dusk near the 
wall as he drove by. 

Upon noting the movement, 
the young man became suspi- 
cious, turned off the lights of his 
pickup truck, and drove nearer. 
Two ladders were spotted prop- 
ped up against the wall. 

Two Captured 

Guards captured two men, 
Jack C. Duncan, 37, and Juan 
Colon, 28. shortly after, accord- 
ing to O’Brien, but an all-night 
search of the institution failed 
to turn up Zitzer. 

A rope of denim made from 
prison garb had been fashioned 
by the escapees, O’Brien said, 
and attached to a grappling 
hook made of half-inch pipe 
covered with sponge rubber and 
black tape. 

The rope was found, broken, 
on the wall by the officers, but 
whether it broke after Zitzer 
climbed over is unknown. 

The two ladders found were 
an apparent attempt to scale 
the wall after the rope broke, 
and, according to O’Brien, if 
both had been placed end to 
end, would have reached the 
top. 

Dummies Found 

Inside the three cells of the 
men were found cleverly con- 
structed dummies standing at 
the rear of the cells. Each had 
been placed in such a position 
as to make it appear that the 
man was urinating in the com- 
mode. 

O’Brien said the dummies 
were made of wood frames, 
dressed in prison garb, complete 
with watch 
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Job Therapy Inc. 


Man-to-Man Project Enters Esque 


Outside Sponsors to Visit Inmates 

By Philip C. Clark 



JOB THERAPY heads Larry Baulch (r) and Lloyd White (center) being 
interviewed by Bob Fennelly in the KSQ Radio newsroom. 


A new program is now underway in San Quentin that 
is designed to bring together, on a man-to-man basis, 
members of the community and those inside. 

Called Job Therapy of California Inc., the program 
will help to break down the bawaejs which have for so 
long isolated the outside community from the inside 
community. 


In an interview conducted by 
Bob Fennelly in the Radio KSQ 
newsroom, the format and aims 
of the program were laid out by 
Lloyd White, institution repre- 
sentative, Larry Baulch, super- 
visor of Man-to-Man services, 
and Jerry Golden, inside coord- 
inator. 

Job Therapy 

Basically, the program is di- 
vided into two parts. Job Ther- 
apy, and Man-to-Man Services, 
or M-2. Under Job Therapy, a 
full-time staff will work with 
employers in the community in 
an attempt not only to provide 
for the hiring of inmates, but to 
in fact, work with those inmates 
on a personal basis. 

In the past five years, Job 
Therapy has recruited and 
screened over 500 reputable 
business, laboring, and profes- 
sional men as volunteer citizen- 
sponsors with almost 600 con- 
fined men. 

M-2 

M-2, or Man-to-Man Services, 
matches outside volunteer spon- 
sors with inmates of like needs 
and ambitions. It is this match- 
ing up that is the heart and es- 
sence of Job Therapy. 

Would-be sponsors are care- 
fully screened, and Job Therapy 
also checks with the applicant’s 
neighbors and pastor. Three 
basic questions are asked in the 
selection of sponsors. “Is this 
person responsible? Is he at- 
tractive in his responsibility? 
And will he stick with it?” 

Those chosen, form a man-to- 
man relationship with the man 
inside the walls. Each sponsor 


signs a pledge that on release- 
from-prison day he will escort 
his friend from the institution 
and remain with him through- 
out his first day. He is also 
pledged to assist him with all 
the problems of re entry into 
the community. 

Typically, sponsors make pri- 
son visits for a year, usually 
twice a month. The sponsor is 
the inmate’s friend, someone to 
whom he can turn in need, or 
just talk to. 

No Easy Road 

“It’s hard to convince 
people,” spoke Lloyd White. 
“Perhaps its a fear of the things 
that have happened here at San 
Quentin and Attica. People are 
troubled. I look out on the Bay 
and see the Richmond bridge, 
and I like to think we act as a 
bridge to the community.” 

“Our aim is to try and match 
man and sponsor. Both will fill 
out questionnaires, and that way 
we can try and make the best 
match possible.” 

Jerry Gulden sees the pro- 
gram as bringing together peo- 
ple long isolated from each 
other. 'This program is de- 
signed to bring them together, 
and then each segment will able 
to communicate with the other. 
Man and sponsor will be sharing 

(Continued on page three) 


MAC 

Telephone Number 
CHANGED TO 

248 

"S.Q. News"— 331 


'Friends Outside' 
Offer Inmates Aid 

In keeping with the policy of 
the News to inform' the popula- 
tion of all new pj-ograms de- 
signed to assist the inmate oi* 
his family, the following group 
has contacted the institution of- 
fering their service^. 

Called the Friends Outside, 
the program is designed to help 
the families of men|incarcerated 
in the state’s institutions. 

Staffed by volunteer workers, 
mostly housewives,' Friends Out- 
side offer help in the way of 
transportation, baby sitting, tu- 
toring, emergency food, cloth- 
ing, household goods, and infor- 
mation on available services in 
the different counties of the 
state. 

Recognizing the need of com- 
munity awareness in plight of 
families trying to; hold together 
through the loneliness, humilia- 
tion, and financial hardships 
posed during an incarceration, 
Friends Outside attempts to 
help those who wish it through 
the difficult period. 

At present, the organization 
needs much in the way of volun- 
teer sponsorship, both real and 
financial. Food, clothing, people 
to provide transportation, stor- 
age, shelter, and job referrals. 

As the community becomes 
more aware of the needs of men 
inside these walls, and of their 
families outside, programs such 
as Friends provide a worthwhile 
link between all segments. 

It is hoped that those who 
read the News will help where 
they can with what they can, 
and all the inmates in the cor- 
rectional system will get behind 
the cart and push. 

For those wishing to offer 
help, and those who may be in 
need of help, we urge you to 
write: Friends Outside, 404 Gre- 
gory Lane, Pleasant Hill, Cal. 
94523, or call 825-3935. 


North Messhall 
To Close Monday 

Monday, Dec. 27, will see the 
closing of the north messhall in 
order to make the necessary ar- 
rangements for the New Year’s 
Show. 

All meals will be served in the 
south messhall until after Jan. 1, 
and a plan is in the works to 
close the north messhall alto- 
gether. . ^ 

With the continued fall in the 
institution population, it is felt 
that the north dining facility 
might 1 be better utilized as an 
auditorium. 
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The 

Warden’s 
Column 

L. S. Nelson , Warden - ■ ■ ■ ^ . ? 

The year 1971 has been a difficult one for the 
men at San Quentin, because of problems which 
arose over which many of you had no control or 
influence. The fact that we have reached this far 
is proof of the good common sense exhibited by 
most of our population. 

There are two lessons which we might learn 
from the year 1971: 

First of all, there are some persons in our com- 
munity who care little or nothing about what 
happens to the men at San Quentin. They are 
dedicated only to achieving their own ends, and 
are willing to use any means to achieve them, 
including the use of men who are unwise in the 
ways of these unethical persons. 

Secondly, we have learned that there are people 
who sincerely care, and who are willing to stand 
by and to aid not only you, but your families, 
in an effort to make your time at San Quentin 
more meaningful, as well as to aid you in the 
transition from your present world to your future 
one. 

Also in the year 1971 you have seen radical 
changes in garoling practices, which certainly 
must have brought rays of hope to many men 
and their families. I am sure you all recognize 
the need to prove to the Adult Authoritythat 
their changes have been for the better. 

May you have the best possible Christmas Sea- 
son under the circumstances, and may 1972 bring 
you every hope that can be realized. 

(Eliristmas iifrssctijfs 

The past year has seen many profound changes 
in California prison and parole programs. Most of 
these changes have been consistent with long 
term efforts to improve corrections programming. 

The population of prisons has gone down sub- 
stantially. The prison return rate held at an all- 
time low. The Acult Authority has changed tradi- 
tional procedures and adopted a new and more 
realistic way of administering the indeterminate 
sentence. ^ 

The past year also produced tragic incidents 
of senseless violence. ■* 

Looking to the year ahead, it is my sincere 
prayer that we can continue to make significant 
changes and witness an end to the violence. 

I extend my best wishes to employees and in- 
mates for a happy Holiday Season. 

R. K. Procunier 
Director of Corrections 


The year 1971 was an important one for the 
Adult Authority. We set aside some traditional 
approaches and adopted new ways of doing 
things— new methods which we believe will be 
helpful in the corrections process in this state. 

It is our intention to continue this pattern of 
improvement in the coming year. 

We are appreciative of the suggestions and 
support which we receive from department em- 
ployees and inmates. 

The members of the board extend holiday 
greetings and the hope that 1972 will be a year 
of accomplishment and personal reward. 

Henry Kerr, Chairman 
Curtis 0. Lynum, Vice-chairman 
Manley J. Bowler Walter A. Gordon, Jr. 
Charles E. Brown James H. Hoover 
Leland M. Edman Daniel R. Lopez 
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ijappy Neut fear 

to a spunky 6-year-old 
ELAINE APRIGUANO 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


The Inmate Population 
San Quentin Prison 
Tamal, California 
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Letter From Rosa >1 


My Dear Godfathers: 

It is my desire that when you receive my letter, 
it will find all of you in good health. As for me, I 
can say I am well in company of my family. 

After my salutation I want to express my grate- 
fulness for my monthly allotment of S/260 Soles. 

Iam doing fine in my studies. The 23rd of Oc- 
tober was the Spring Food Festival. I attended 
it in company of my sister, friends, and teachers. 
We sang and played for it was Spring Day and 
we had a good time. This month we celebrate the 
day of “Lord of Miracles” and on the 18th, the 
procession of Christ the King takes place. 

I have been waiting to wear my habit this year, 
but have been unable to do so because since 
last year when my father was sick, he entered 
the Brotherhood of the Lord of Miracles. He did 
not wear his habit because there wasn’t any work. 
But this year he has to make all efforts possible 
to buy his habit for the Procession of the 18th. I 
go to Mass every Sunday and pray for you because 
you are so kind 

My father is still working on the construction 
of the house, hope he finishes soon. 

Having no more to say, receive the sincere 
wishes of health from my father, brothers, and 
sisters. I take leave of all of you with a strong 
embrace. 

Your Godchild, 

— Rosa Cruz Rivera 

(Interpretation by Project EMPLEO teacher- 
aide, Steve Guevara.) 

Dear Rosa: 

We the men in San Quentin are most interested 
and concerned with your health and may it always 
flourish. Please give our regards to your family 
and our wish that they remain in the best of 
health. 

Your letter of October 7, 1971 has just reached 
us and we are sure that you made the best of the 
holidays on the 23rd of October the Spring Food 
Festival and the Procession of Christ the King. 

We are always glad to hear from you and you 
can be sure that your studies are of prime interest 
to us. Please excuse our neglect to remember you 
for Christmas, before now. but late as it may be 
you can be sure that we will attempt to alleviate 
this as soon as possible. • 

May your Christmas and New Year's Holidays 
be merry and joyful. 

We close with all our love extended to you. 

Your Godfathers, 

— The Men in Blue 


Mm 


From the Editor’s Desk 


tv tv tv tv- tv tv tv ^ 


Dear Editor: 

I enjoy the new series on the history of S.Q. I 
did two years at "Q” myself and find the historical 
articles informative and very interesting. You 
guys are doing a fine job. 

The San Quentin News used to make Esque 
look like something other than what it is. I parti- 
cipated in SQUIRES. I am willing to support my 
brothers in blue in any way I can. I am out, but I 
never forget. I will try to get you more subscri- 
bers if that will help. 

Jonathan ‘ Jake" Sawyer 
Falmouth, Me. 

Dear Jake: 

It s always good to hear from an old grad. We all hope 
things are going well for you out there. Any help you 
can give on the subscription line would be great! Drop 
us a line now and then. 

' — E ditor 
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By Philip C. Clark 

This week’s Bastille will come out on Christmas Eve so I suppose 
a Christmas message would be in order. At least it seems to be ex- 
\ pected of me. 

Sitting here thinking of what I might say that would mean any- 
thing, I find myself at something of a loss. 

This is the season of joy; a time when all men are supposed to 
meet their fellows with smiles and a slap on the shoulder. Children 
gaze into the shop windows, eyes round in wonder, delightful 
laughter springing from innocent lips. 

This is the season of peace; a giving forth of the gifts of the land 
and the heart. The earth is circled in ribbons of light, and man is 
at peace with himself. 

At this instant I can hear a news broadcast from the television 
set just beneath my cell. Peace and joy? Men are killing men in 
Vietnam. Men are killing men in India and Pakistan. In the Mideast, 
where all this is said to have begun, Egypt has fired on Israel, and 
men are dying in Ethiopia. 

The news speaks of hunger in Asia, famine on the subcontinent, 
revolution in South America, sword-rattling in Europe, and unrest 
at home. 

I look about me and see'toatc, fear, desolation, and a terrible 
weariness. One hundred men wait to die in a hundred cells, and 
another man is soon to join them. 

I have heard rumors of death, rumors of strife, rumors of riots, 
rumors of breaks, a black man called “nigger,” a brown man called 
“greaser,” and a white man called “honkey." Labels are the name 
of the game and I find myself cursed by other men because I say 
I don’t understand thenir 

At this instant there is a football game going on at one set. A 
Christmas program at another. There isn’t even standing room 
left for those who watch the ball game, but only two men are watch- 
ing the Christmas show. 

I wonder if they will put the Christmas tree on the wall of the 
east block this year. Last year it blew down. There might be a mes- 
sage there somewhere. Some of the men thought it great fun to 
heave bars of soap at it through the windows trying to knock off 
the lights. 

Peace and joy? I would love to give it to you. I would like to 
write a message of man and the wonder and beauty of his being. 
I would enjoy telling you of the good things that happen at this 
time of year in San Quentin, but a man down the tier just got 
conked with a stool which takes a lot out of the hope. Yet the coin 
has its flip side so I will try and tell you of that. 

The community surrounding San Quentin has become more 
aware of the problems of the inside community. This awareness 
is reflected in the help given to many of the groups and organiza- 
tions attempting to lighten the lot of the inmates and their families. 
People seem to care. This fact, when it comes to light for the men, 
may start them caring, too. It’s rather hard to care about anything 
when you see yourself cursed on the television, and damned in 
print. 

The men here are human beings. Not gods or devils; just think- 
ing, feeling, hungering human beings. Sometimes, when it gets 
tough enough, all the things they are jell into a mass of reaction. 
When that occurs things happen, people curse us as “animals,” 
forgetting in their disgust that it was they, in part, who made us so. 

So, being neither god nor devil, what in the hell are we? We are 
the vision of the world. bands of steel clothed in velvet, hungering 
for manmade light, cast in the mold of might have been. With hands 
of flesh we seek to break cold grey stone mouldering beside an un- 
thinking sea. Our days are suns, fleeing as sparks across an end- 
less sky, merging with moonlight, reaching out with questing 
touch, stately ships blown upon a wayward sea. 

Now i shall be zinged for being -eloquent,” but that’s the way 
I see it. I was asked by a New York journalist last week how I felt 
about the men here. When I told him I loved them, he was stunned. 
f0 the J m would bc t0 hate myself, for I am one of them. He 
couldn t understand that. 

I may leave here next year, but leave or stay, this place will al- 
ways remain a part of me. I have come to know so many things 
here. Maybe one has to sit with his ass touching the bottom of the 
sewer in order to appreciate a ray of sunshine. Maybe a man has 
to walk amid tile scum of humanity, and be a part of that scum, in 
order to understand what true humanity is. Maybe the fires that 
tarn™ ! ,'' particular furnace enable some men to become 
. ' harbonn 8 themselves all the strengths 

n ' ,oves tllat may one day breed a race of true giants. 

All things are here: truth, death, injustice, bigotry greed 
hunger pam, frustration, hope, beastiality, love — all the things 

d^ffere/cch"! 3110 “? lhe emotional bein g which is man. The only 
difference between here and out there is one of degree 

So where s the Christmas message? I have given it to you What 
you read into the words printed here will be forever youre Laugh 
25,2? ° r ‘f" T ‘° 8° *» hell. Any way you w?n?“t it won { 
matter. By reading this far you have already accepted the gift no 
matter what personal value it might hold * ’ 

tree, and like the gum tree on the lower yard, the only touch I have 

For whatever it might mean, I hope that the new year will bring 
more h ght and hope into all your lives, and S the nex\ timf 
Christmas comes around most of you will he gone In mv mind’s 

dty U "e?ms%u 8 snend d § ‘ n re P ose fi Touch «ti by the light from the 

Dream - ,ossed and wUd il 

Merry Christmas “D” 
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Our Christmases in Pioneer Kansas 

By Adrian U. Seolten, M.D. 

The following stories were sent to the News by one of our subscribers 
in Portland. Me. Dr. Seolten. who once ran for the senate from that state 
and is well known in medical fields, wishes to convey his best wishes to 
all the men of San Quentin, and hopes that the article" presented here will 
not only present a picture of Christmas in an earlier time, but be of some 
small enjoyment to the population. 


OUR PARENTS PLANNED 
FOR CHRISTMAS 
I was born of pioneer stock in 
northwestern Kansas in the only 
wooden house which existed in 
that territory at that time. I was 
one of the first white babies to 
born in that still unsettled coun- 
try in “the gay Nineties.’’ My fa- 
ther came to America from Hol- 
land when in his teens. With his 
parents, lie was one of that pio- 
neer band of sturdy Hollanders 
who settled in northwestern 
Iowa and lived through some 
difficult early years there. His 
father was a leader of those 
Iowa homesteaders and highly 
respected because primarily a 
spiritual leader. 

As I look back at it now, I 
realize that the magic that got 
inside our home at Christmas 
was deliberately planned by our 
parents. Weeks before Decem- 
ber came around, my father 
gathered from various publish- 
ing houses, “back east.” fifty 
or more different storybooks, 
selected very carefully, to be 
used for Chrismas gifts for the 
children in our pioneer commu- 
nity. One was for each child old 
enough to read and boys and 
girls of sixteen and seventeen 
were not left out. 

SANTA CLAUS SPOKE DUTCH 
AND RODE A WHITE HORSE 
I had been led to believe by 
my mother, who had recently 
come to America from Holland, 
that Santa Nicolaas (shortened 
for easier pronunciation by 
children to Santa Klaus) spoke 
Dutch well. He was a long, lean 
Saint dressed like a Catholic 
Bishop. He carried 3 , staff and 
rode a white horse when in the 
Netherlands. He' came to Hol- 
land by a ship from Spain. 

1 knew, what every Dutch 
child knows, that he had a col- 
ored Satellite named “Black 
Pete” and that Santa Klaus pos- 
sessed all the good qualities that 
anybody ever had. I also knew 
what every Dutch child knows, 
that “Black Pete” carried a 
black bag into which he put 
naughty children and took them 
away with him to far off Spain. 
Never did I try so hard to keep 
my daily conduct within the 
bounds of parental approval and 
the prying eyes of “Black Pete.” 
(In Dutch Zwarte Piet) 

SANTA NICOLAAS MADE 
MIDNIGHT CHIMNEY VISITS 
ON DECEMBER 5 
In Holland, Santa Klaus al- 
ways arrived during the night of 
December 5. My mother told us 
he brought food and clothing to 
needy children but of course, 
we had everything we needed. 
Once I saw tears in her eyes as 
she told us this. but. like all well 
brought up believing children I 
was sure we did have everything 
we needed and much more, and 
that her tears were for other 
little children who were not half 
so well off 

PEACE ON EARTH IS ATTAIN- 
ABLE FOR ALL TIME 
This is the time of year when 
parents can draw close to their 
children, teaching them lessons 
of unselfishness and consider- 
ation for others as they make 
their Christmas plans together. 
This is the time of all times 
when adults can give to little 
children the gentle stimulus to 
the spirit that lights the lamps 
within and gives them memories 
to carry with them through all 


the Christmases to come. This 
is the time for children the 
World over to learn that Peace 
on Earth Good Will to all Men is 
attainable in our time for all 
time. 

If I were Santa Claus. I would 
give to all the children of today 
and of the future, the things we 
had in the past, not the material 
things which we had not and 
which pass with time but the 
gifts of the spirit which are ever- 
lasting. 

If children the world over 
were to learn the true meaning 
of Christmas and catch its spirit- 
ual teachings, there could never 
again be War in the world, nu- 
clear or any other kind, nor 
hate, nor fear, and there would 
be Peace on Earth. Good Will to 
all men, everywhere. 

The Christmas Star is still 
shining and. if we look up in 
faith, we shall be guided to the 
Manger. 

Merry Christmas Everyone 
^Adrian H. Seolten, M. D. 
32 Dering Street 
Portland, Maine 

Regulations Set 
For Taking Hobby 
On 72-hour Pass 

In answer to many questions 
regarding the taking of hobby 
items out in a 72-hour pass, the 
following information was sup- 
plied to the News by Gunther 
Schmid, hobby craft instructor. 

When getting ready to go on a 
72-hour pass, an inmate wishing 
to take his hobby items with 
him must take all his handi- 
craft, not just a part of it. 

The man going on the 72, 
upon receiving his check-out 
slip, will bring his handicraft 
items to the handicraft shop, 
and it will be handled as a reg- 
ular routine check out. 

In regards to inmates wish- 
ing to give gifts to their visitors, 
a written request must be given 
to Mr. Schmid at least two 
weeks prior to the visit. 

If approval is given, the items 
must be brought to the hobby 
shop at least three working days 
prior to the visit. 

All such gifts will be counted 
as a mail-out under the present 
handicraft rules and regula- 
tions. 

Only such items that would 
be difficult to mail, or men lack- 
ing funds for postage will be 
considered. 

However, on rare occasions, 
exceptions to the above will be 
made. 

Prison View 

WILLIAMSBURG, VA. (UPI) 
— Chief Justice Warren E. 
Burger told a National Confer- 
ence on Corrections yesterday 
that a criminal sentence should 
permit an inmate to “learn his 
way out of prison.” 

Burger said figures on litera- 
cy alone are enough “to make 
one wish that every sentence 
imposed could include a provi- 
sion that would grant release 
when the prisoner has learned 
to read and write, to do simple 
arithmetic, and then to develop 
some basic skill that is saleable 
in the marketplace ... to which 
he must some day return,” 


Job Therapy Mass Held in Garden Chapel to 
Honor 'Our Lady of Guadalupe' 

Three miles northeast of Mexico City the traveler 
discovers the magnificent shrine of Guadalupe. Above 
the altar in this great basilica, encased in its rich reli- 
quary in the miraculous painting of Our Lady of Guada- 
lupe. 

Since 1531, this place has drawn the devout from all 
of Mexico and the world and this one place has become 
the symbol and center of the 

Mexican people. of,he Jetma Comes to 

On Dec. 12th. at the Catholic Safi OuePltin 
Chapel, over 75 men joined to ^ 


(Continued from pace one) 

problems, ambitions, and if 
nothing else, just being 
friends”. 

Few bars to Program 

The program is essentially 
for those men without ties in the 
community, but no bars exist to 
any man expressing interest. In- 
mates already involved in fed- 
erally funded programs such as 
EMPLEO, however, may not 
participate in Job Therapy. 

Those inmates interested , in 
the program should inquire, H q 
writing, to Mr. R. G. Golden, in- 
side coordinator, in the coun- 
seling center. He in turn will re- 
fer the case to a counselor who 
will see it is carried through. 

As soon as they are printed, 
interest cards will be distribut- 
ed throughout the institution 
for the convenience of all inter- 
ested. 

Larry Raulch 

The supervisor of the Man-to- 
Man servia^arry Baulch, is no 
stranger to either San Quentin 
or the men in blue. 

Larry has been in Esque on 
three different occasions. The 
last time around he started to 
communicate with himself and 
start to wonder about the crim- 
inality that had returned him so 
many times. 

Now an ordained minister, 
Larry will be remembered to 
the men here for his work in 
Yokefellow, and his work with 
halfway houses outside. 

“While here," Larry said, “I 
had no one on the outside. No 
visits, no mail, nothing. The 
change for me was one growth, 
and very painful. Then 1 learned 
to communicate with inmates 
and staff. We all need someone, 
inside and out. This program is 
designed to do just that. To the 
men here, it yjill be a great op- 
portunity.” 

Somer History 

First inaugurated in 1965 by 
the Rev. Richard Simmons in 
the State of Washington, Job 
Therapy at the present time has 
some 300 companies cooperat- 
ing with inmates inside the walls 
of Washington institutions. 

A nonprofit organization, Job 
Therapy Inc., first started at the 
State Reformatory at Monroe 
and now covers the entire state. 

Job Therapy’s effort, with 
volunteers leading the way, is in 
accord with a philosophy that 
seems to be gaining momentum 
all over the country; that big 
government is inefficient in so- 
cial reform, and that the con- 
cerned citizen, not the bureau- 
crat, must carry the burden. 

In the words of Gov. Evans of . 
Washington. “It pays off three 
ways: The ex-offender is helped 
to become a useful citizen, the 
taxpayer is saved a great deal of 
money, and the volunteer him- 
self becomes a better person.” 

Just for Pat 



THE FAT PHANTOM as seen 
through the wide-angle lens at 
a distance of two miles. 


honor the Virgin of Guadalupe. 
Through the kindness and the 
direction of Mr. Roger Hernan- 
dez and Father Hem ique Garcia 
of San Francisco, the annual 
procession and Mass was cele- 
brated on that somewhat cloudy 
Sunday afternoon. 

We are grateful to all who 
look part in this feast, day. We 
are particularly grateful to the 
EMPLEO organization for pro- 
viding the incenti^eto attend. 
Vito Sotelo, RichaTtUTovar, 
Tony Flores and Mr. bchoa 
from the auto shop deserve a 
special thanks for their help. 

A camera crew from KPIX 
and the Archdiocesen Commu- 
nications Center of San Fran- 
cisco recorded this e*ent to be 
included in a television special 
entitled “A Christmas Card for 
San Francisco.” This will be a 
series of Christmas vignettes 
scheduled for viewing sometime 
before Christmas. 

Esque Library 
Stocks College 
Prep Books 

Those of the inmate popula- 
tion who are interested in self- 
study or enrolling in the college 
program, should take notice of 
the following information. 

The inmate library has added 
copies of titles as listed below. 
These are outstanding publica- 
tions to fulfil the needs for ad- 
vancing in one’s educational 
goals. 

“English Fundamentals (forms 
A, B, and C)” by Emery and 
Kierzek. These are excellent re- 
fresher courses. Features-of the 
courses are: emphasis on funda- 
mentals of English, handbook 
and drill book combined time- 
saving devices, frequent re- 
views, diagnostic and achieve- 
ment tests, use of diagram 
forms, method of teaching 
spelling, emphasis on diction- 
ary study, composition ex- 
ercises. 

“Foundations of mathematics” 
by Wiebc. This is a sound intro- 
duction to modern math. Exer- 
cises and illustrations are given 
to help anyone who has prob- 
lems with mathematics to 
understand the principles of 
arithmetic. Thus, building a 
bridge for moving into Ifgher 
math. 

“College entrance examina- 
tions” by Wechsler, Blum and 
Friedman. This work should 
help anyone that is seeking to 
pass the college entrance test. 
Includes aptitudes test in read- 
ing, vocabulary, mathematics 
(combined), figure analogies; 
achievement tests in English 
composition, essay writing, 
American history and social 
studies, Language (French, 
Spanish, German, Italian, Latin, 
Greek, Russian, and Hebrew), 
literature. 

These books can be checked 
out from the reserve room. 


The space age may have fin- 
ally arrived at San Quentin with 
the addition of the Jetma Tech- 
nical Institute course to the ed- 
ucation department. 

Designed for those men who 
have veterans educational bene- 
fits coming, the course will train 
men in turbine mechanics, tech- 
nical writing, space age draft- 
ing, and technical illustrating. 

The correspondence courses 
offered by Jetma will give the 
student fundamental training 
to start them on the journey to 
better paying, and more reward- 
ing careers in these rapidly ex- 
panding fields. 

Accredited Course 

Training in Jetma is accred- 
ited education, and although 
Jetma cannot-guarantee employ- 
ment for its graduates, Jetma 
does maintain a placement de- 
partment which offers personal 
assistance and information 
about available jobs, as well as 
providing instruction in prepar- 
ation of employment applica- 
tions. The Jetma placement 
service has helped many grad- 
uates to get started in their 
chosen fields. 

Civil Rights 

So far 18 inmates of this in- 
stitution have signed up to take 
part in the course. It has been 
stated that graduates civil rights 
will be requested to sign con- 
tracts from the Jetma Technical 
Institute. 

This was one of the problems 
worked out in a meeting held in 
the office of K. W. Hayball, su- 
perintendent of education, 
Nov. 23. 

Mr, Fred Lee, president of 
Jetma Technical Institute, and 
Mr. Bob Weldman, assistant 
service officer for Marin County 
were on hand. 

Costs 

Only the cost of $26.80 will be 
used for each lesson. Technical 
drafting is a 36-lesson course, 
while gas turbine is 40 lessons. 
Technical illustrating requires 
four school quarters. 

Many of the large companies 
are converting from diesel to 
gas turbine engines, as applied 
to marine installation, air condi-; 
tioning, and truck and bus en- 
gine maintenance. 

How to Apply 

Those interested in entering 
the Jetma courses should con- 
tact Mr. Hayball in the educa- 
tion department on inmate sta- 
tionery. Please include your 
service serial number. 

If declared eligible by the Vet- 
erans Administration, and meet 
the basic educational course pre- 
requisites established by the 
correspondence school, arrange- 
ments will be made for your en- 
rolment. 

Your service must have been 
after Jan. 31, 1955, with at least 
180 days service, and have an 
honorable discharge. 

If a man served 18 months 
continuously after the above 
date, he would be eligible for 
36 months of schooling. 
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Pirates Skyjack Jets and 
Fly to a 94-85 Victory 


By T. D. Ventura 
SKYLINE GYM. Dec. 17— 
When two undefeated teams 
meet in the arena, only one of 
them remains that way at the 
finish. Such was the game be- 
tween the S. Q. Pirates (3-0) and 
the Oakland Jets (7-0) played 
last Friday night before a capac- 
ity crowd of six inmates, two 
sleep-walking seagulls, and one 
pregnant alley-cat! 

Despite the removal of scor- 
ing ace Bobby Moore from the 
game after being called for two 
techs with 1:44 left to play in 
the first half, our Battling Bas- 
tillians took up the slack and 
played tough ball in the second 
period to emerge victorious over 
their adversaries from Oakland 
94-85. 

Bobby, although sitting out 
the entire second half of play, 
took top scoring honors anyway 
with 22 points 

The Jets played brilliant first- 
period ball, hitting 75Ci from 
the floor, and trading basket for 
basket with the Pirates. How- 
ever. in the remaining two per- 
iods. the Oakland cagers shot 
cold and couldn't muster an of- 
fensive drive and found them- 
selves behind by 19 points late 
in the fourth frame. 

Starring in the game for San 
Quentin was Winky Thompson 
(19 points), Percy Curtis (15), 
Marc Rhodes (13), Walter Gray 

(101, and Nick Nichols ( 121 . 

Leading the Jets offensively 
was big Curtis Johnson who 
bucketed 21, with added help 
from teammate Dave Chappel 
who garnered 18. 

Winky Thompson and Nick 
Nichols spearheaded the Pi- 
rates’ defensive unit, with Wal- 
ter Gray hauling in several key 
rebounds. 

The Bucs led at halftime, 54- 
45, but both teams hit 40 apiece 
in the second' half of play. The 
Pirates are now 4-0 on the sea- 
son. 

'Q' Four-wallers 
Down Army, 9-5 

By Tudy Merjil 

SKYLINE GYM. Doc 3— The 
S. Q. Varsity Hawgs revenged 
two previous losses earlier in 
the season and whipped a U. S. 
Army team, the Raiders. Mon- 
day night. 9-5. 

The win, the first of the year 
for the Hawgs, was especially 
comforting in the fact that some 
of these men they played had 
been on the Army team that de- 
feated them in earlier meets. 

David "Mad bog” Gomez and 
Mike Schwartzman won 3-4 of 
their matches each in a fine dis- 
play of rugged four-wall com- 
petition. 

Representing the San Fran- 
cisco YMCA was Stan Clawson; 
he has competed against Paul 
Haber (the current U.S. 
Champ), and due to an arthritic 
condition in his legs, specializes 
in doubles' matches. Clawson 
won 2-3 of his matches against 
Esque's best. 

team players 

Esque Hawgs: Tudy Merjil 
(team cap’t), David “Mad Dog" 
Gomez, Carlos "Zodiac" Reyes. 
Mike Schwartzman. 

U. S. Army Raiders: Mel Am- 
erman, Dave Clarke. Mike Beua- 
champ, Stan Clauson. 

(Sports Editor's note: This was 
team captain Tudy Merjil's final 
game at Q as he will be- at CIM 
when this article is out. Tudv was 
also the handball reporter for the 
S-Q. News and did a commendable 
job . . Keep punchin' Tudy!) 
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Moore, Wofford Spearhead g 
Pacers, Win Over Knicks g 


Bobby Moore and Larry 
“Chop” Wofford gunned in 30 
and 29 points respectively to 
pace the Pacers to an easy 1 OS- 
89 win in Saturday’s intramural 
action. 

The Pacers took command of 
a 58-39 halftime advantage and 
coasted the remainder of the 
game to victory. 

Gino Bengiovanni and Percy 
Cm* shared top scoring honors 
fqr^the losing Knicks with 21 
digits apiece; Gino probably 
played his finest offensive game 
of the season. 

The Knicks finished the game 
with all five starters hitting in 
twin digits, but the sharpshoot- 
ing Bobby Moore and the ag- 
gressive drive of Chop Wofford 
was just too much for the 
Knicks to handle. 

Walter Gray contributed 24 
points for the winning Pacers to 
help out in the scoring depart- 
ment. 

This was the first game the 
Knicks had to play without the 
services of superstar Joe Ratti 
who transferred to CMC-East 
two weeks ago. Needless to sav. 
the Knicks will be hurting on 
the boards unless someone 
moves up to fill Joe’s shoes! 

GYM NOTICES 

Ducats— Now that all the 
blocks can come to the gym on 
weekends as before, the only 
people that we can send ducats 
to for sports are the seven-dav 
workers. 

If you are involved in an or- 
ganized activity, keep track of 
your schedule so that you can 
be on time on the right day for 
your games. 


Varsity Handball-Anybody 
who thinks that he is good 
enough to make the varsity 
handball team, come down to 
the gym and sign up. A team is 
being made up for outside com- 
petition matches and at least 
eight men are needed. 


Healthy Pirates 
Top Anemic Meds 

By T. D. Ventura 

SKYLINE GYM. Dec. 12— 
The San Quentin Pirates coast- 
ed to their third straight varsity 
hoop victory by downing a high- 
spirited but mediocre team from 
U. C. Medical Center, 93-73, 
Friday night. 

The visitors made a game of 
it in the first half of play, and 
the score at the end of the sec- 
ond period had our Pirates lead- 
ing. 50-44. Sloppy ball control 
and passing, and not as accus- 
tomed to playing on a cement 
floor, proved the downfall of the 
Medical Center five in the last 
two periods. 

GAME STATS 

Bobby “Ice Man’’ Moore again 
paced his Quentin Quintet in 
the scoring department wth 36 
points, and teartimate Pistol 
Pete Thompson dumped in an 
additional 21 markers. Thomp- 
son played a fine all-around 
game for San Quentin. 

leading the loser’s scoring at- 
tack was big Number 12, Max 
Smith, who dazzled Esque cag- 
ers with a variety of smooth 
moves and fine shooting. Smith 
hit for 16, with Mike Norton ad- 
ding 12. 

U. C. guard Rich Arriola 
didn’t score much, but his fine 
all-out hustle and ball handing 
kept his team in the running 
for three periods. 

This was team manager Al 
Kerr's third year coming in to 
play San Quentin, and he, along 
with his cagers. have always dis- 
played good sportsmanship de- 
spite always ending up with the 
short end of the stick! 

Referees Wildcat Murray and 
Dennis A. Johnson called an- 
other fine game, and Rufus Ea- 
ton did his usual competent job 
on the clock. 


K 
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San Quentin Santa 

T WAS the night before Christmas 
And all through the joint — 

Not a convict was stirring, 

But that’s not the point ! 

For, without a chimney 
How could old St. Nick , 

Bring in his goodies. 

And exit as quick? 

While the cons were all dr earnin’ 

Of women and cars — 

They still hung their socks out 
On all the cell bars ! 

Along about midnight , 

There came such a clatter — 

And I, out of my rack 
To check on the matter ! 

And to my surprise, 
saw out on the tier — 

TheBig Man himself. 

And eight tiny reindeer ! 

And Santa, he saw me 
And /, playin’ the role — 

Asked if he brought me 
An early parole? 

But he just shook his head 
And said in accord — 

“Vm only God’s helper. 

Not one of the Board'.” 

So, with his work fiinished. 

And making his point — 

He wished all Merry Christmas, 

Then sped from the joint 1 . 

But I heard him exclaim 
As he drove out of sight — 

“ Keep feedin ’ those pigeons, 

And keep Christmas white'.” 

— By T. D. Ventura 
December- 1970 
San Quentin Prison 
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Bucs Edge United Airlines 
‘The Only Way To Fly’ 


SKYLINE- GYM, Dec. 7— The 
San Quentin Pirates got a little 
too cockey after building up a 
35-11 first-period lead over their 
opponents from United Airlines 
last Tuesday night. In fact, only 
after playing an extra period in 
overtime did the Bucs manage 
to pull the game out of the fire 
and edge their tough-rallying 
adversaries by a very slim 114- 
113 margin. 

Bobby Moore again topped all 
scorers on the floor with 33, and 
received good support from 
Winky Thompson who tanked 
26 more for the victorious 


By T. D. Ventura 


Pirates. 

K. Lewis piloted his United 
Airlines five in the scoring de- 
partment with 30, as teammates 
R. Smith and Turner contri- 
buted 27 and 26 points respec- 
tively in a gallant losing effort. 

On the charity stripe, Bobby 
Moore sunk 7-7 for the Pirates, 
and R. Smith had a perfect 9-9 
at the token line for United Air- 
lines. 

This was the second straight 
win of the year for Q’s Buc- 
caneers, as they slipped by the 
West Valley Vikings in Sunday’s 
season opener, 78-76. 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

'• < , , 5 x Kf: , R ROOMERS And is it true that when Warden L. S. 
Red Nelson passed by those life-like mannequins made by three 
inmates in an escape try last week, he accidentally bumped into 
one and promptly said. “Oh. excuse me. Sir!" , . . There is also a 
rumor along the same lines that when Captain Weber came upon 

“^h„, r , e „t. d ^ ep !‘, ve ,? u . mmies ' he scratched h>s head and exclaimed: 
I thought the Adult Authority wasn't due until next week?” 

☆ ☆ 

™ DEPT Jack IiriKfss asked me lf r would for- 
. Chnstnus greetings to his wife, Lisa, and daughter 

Agatha, who reside in Tucson, Aril. . . And I'd like to wish my 

Clark a Holidav’ch^' Rose ' J ® Ann and Cheryl, and John Michael 
in 5 m Rro.h d y a e c s And while Vm Sti " in suct > good spirits— 
“ ,?J otbers and Sisters in blue everywhere— I hope y'ail spend 

next Christmas and New Year on the bricks! 

Bob" wd? tave'to h E DEPT ' a The continuin g saga of "Raincoat 
tore i’I 5 , t0 be trapped due to Bob Slane's sudden depar- 
ture from Q enroute to South-CC: San Quentins gain is some 

“r 3 * )0mt ' S Pa ' n! ' And KSQ s David Quentindhe- 
he re S' Alam ,"'' went out to work -f urlough last week he will 

mentor dfsp aCn^t^'^jlisf;^ ’ Say ' re P ,a - 

tionately as”’’ Mule’ "by’ his f^d^nd^amm^^uT tr^df Ws 
COOL, Ml)LE! n ° W Sh ° Vel UP0 " hiS arriVal at Sierra-PLAY^T 
And goodnite, BUZZ, Holiday Greetings wherever. 


Sport Spotli tes 

In its six games this year 
California’s Rialto Junior High 
was undefeated, untied, and un- 
scored on. But wait, there’s 
more! In the six games, Rialto's 
defensive team gave up a total 
of only eight yards: that 
averages out to 1.3 yards a game 
And everybody talks about 
Nebraska’s defense!, 

>. ' 1 ☆ ☆' 
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WEEKEND SPORTS 
CALENDAR 
SATURDAY (12-25) 
Intramural Basketball 

Bullets vs. Knicks 
SUNDAY (12-26) 
Lakers vs. Pacers 
(doubleheader) 
FRIDAY (12-31) 
Bullets vs. Lakers 
(makeup game— 9 a m.) 
Squash Tournament 
(mainline — 10 a.m.) 

* Dec. 28, final day 0 f Squash 
Tourney signups 


☆ 
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West Block Canteen Finally Opens 

Stock Sold Out After 2nd Day's Run A 11 1 8 m - 

By T. D. Ventura ” ~ * AJA V 

WEST BLOCK, Dec. 17— What was once just an idea 1 J/j T XjTC 

finally blossomed into realitv for all west hlnrlr rpci- » SC sP** A Wrwr 
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Slam-Bang Fistic Action Explodes 
To Ignite Fans at Holiday Card 

13 Bouts Present 
Array of Talent 


throughout the institution. How- 
ever, a plan is now in the works 
to have westblockers use differ- 
ent colored ducats so as to dis- 
tinguish them from the main- 
line ducats. These new ducats 
can be used at either canteen, 
but only those men who reside 
in the west block may purchase 
from the Canteen-West. 

This canteen will be open sev- 
en days a week from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m., shutting down only for 
meals and count, and during the 
run of the movies. 

A follow-up story will be ap- 
pearing in the News in about 
three weeks dealing mainly with 
how the residents responded to 


By T. D. Ventura 

SKYLINE GYM, Dec. 18— 
Thirteen thrill-packed ring bat- 
tles headlined San Quentin’s 
Christmas fight program which 
commanded a capacity crowd. 
The last card presented here 
was on July Fourth. 

Ten slam-bang elimination 
bouts added to the excitement 
of another great card presented 
by matchmakers Crow Ibarra 
and Ray Hamilton. Along with 
the 10 main bouts were three 
exhibition matches. 

“It was a very spirited card;! 
the fighters were evenly 
matched." These were the com- 


CANTEEN-WEST WORK CREW (I. to r.)-Ray Hamilton (puttin' a 
shake together), Leadman Norm Whitehorn (ringing up a sale),and 
Charlie Russell (taking an order). 

also had several proposed open- struction; Frank Williams, Ron 
ing dates. Many westblockers Smjth, Tom Carson, and Ride- 
rid their minds that this canteen nour^-electricians; Sammie 
would ever be opened and wrote Townsel— plumber; Thompson 
it off as just “a lot of talk and no and Riley — refrigeration; Ralph 
action.” ^ Roberts, Manuel Contreras, and 

Grand Opening ^ Frankle B| iss-painters. 

Friday evening, Dec. 17, the 

long-awaited canteen held its 
grand opening, and although 
most men were short on ducats 
(this being the Friday before 
draw), the net receipts totaled f 
better than $228 during the six m ^ 
hours that the store was open. V . 

Billy Bartholdi gets credit for I 

being the first official customer M 

with yours truely taking second- Bk " 

place honors (if you can call one K ' 

coke an honor! ). 

Items Available HficVVr 

Canteen Leadman. Norm [\ s » 

Whitehorn, stated that there 1 V 

will be other items made avail- HHT-t \ & 

able for sale as the demand WHADDYA MEAN, I'M BUYII 
grotvs, but at present they have household word with west blocl 
included In their stock the fol- | ine waiti 

lowing items: milk shakes, ... , 

canned soda, hot sandwiches Working with Leadman Norm 
ice-cream cones, cigarettes’, Whitchorn ^ ** Ra V Hamilton 
cookies, regular and chocolate ? I ? d Chuck Russell. Sonny Per- 
milk, and an assortment of can- West Unit Committee 

dy bars; chairman, deserves a lot of cred- 

* It is hoped that eventually the il for handlin S the Public rela- 
canteen will stock such items tlons 10 get the canteen °Pen as 
as sugar, Bugler, toilet articles s ? on as was P oss *ble under the 
and other such items now found circumstances. It was mainly 
in the mainline canteen Also . ough hls efforts and th e com- 
if and when the deep fryers ™ ltte ? 4 s that * °P ened ear,ier 
arrive, hot french fries and than ll might have been. 

other deep-fried foods should be Sold 0ut 

available for purchase. The grand opening was Fri- 

Presently, the Canteen-West da 7 ey ening, and by Saturday 
is a subsidiary to the mainline afternoon, the canteen was sold 
canteen, and pays the same out °* most °f its stock. The big- 
price for its stock as the inmate f> €st sellers were milk shakes, 
population; therefore, very lit- hot sandwiches, and coke. The 
tie, if any, profits are made. first weekends’ receipts totaled 
$509, with the biggest day being 
a i . r Wor * crs opening night with $229. Sun- 

K f man : hou r s w e re P ul day’s low $72 was due to being 
forth by certain departments .almost Completely sold out the 
to prepare this canteen for oper- first two days. Mr. Ritter, busi- 
auon. Roger-Schmidt, leadman ness manager, and Mr. Eitzger- 
of the inside construction crew, • aid, procurement officer, handle 
JJJf * e construction p a rt of the the supplies and merchandise 

* i * t0 SL* ab0Ut 3 month t0 com ‘ for both canteens, which not 
plete. This entailed the carpen- only includes the food items, but 

wor k. plumbing fixtures, and equipment such as the refriger- 
the electrical outlets. The fol- ators, deep freezes, milkshake 
lowing are the names of the men mixers, deep-fryers, etc. 
who worked on the project in Ducats 

the different maintenance de- Presently, inmates in the 
partments. Roger Schmidt, Jack west block are allowed to use 
Berry, and Ray Jones — con- the regular canteen ducats used 
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Agency Offers Aid 
To Inmate Writers 


By Phillip Clark were not judged like the regu- 

The library has recently re- ^ ^ ou * s w * re - 
ceived the following communi- ^ic Grupico, a one-time pro- 
cation from a literary agency sessional boxer and title holder 
which may be of benefit to those bimself, shared the referee and 
who have had difficulty with J ud g in g chores with Frankie 
their manuscripts. Carter while Harry Hertzog did 

. .... . . . the ring announcing, as usual. 

James A. Warren Associates Harry has been announcing the 
offers the following : ‘Today, in- bouts for over 10 years an( f also 
stitutions in many states seem j s a member of the Esque Box- 
to be encouraging the inmate i n g Commission along with Sgt. 
to nurture his talent and m Terry Plant, Frankie Carter, 
many cases «ven go fat towards an( j jack Downey. Since it is my 
providing him with assistance belief that a picture ^ worth ' 

and training. thousand words, I will keep the 

“In the literary field, such details of each fight held to a 
assistance is difficult to obtain minimum to allow more space 
from anyone not actually en- for picture coverage, 
gaged in the business. This is the (continued on page four) 

service we stand ready to offer. 

“As opposed to many of the 
entrenched and inflexible agen- 
cies, who incidentally, make a 
good deal of their income from 
the fledgling writer himself in 
the form of fees, our practice 
and credo is to profit only after 
the writer has profited. 

“In short, we ask no reading 
fees, no writer/coach ; assign- 
ments, no- gimmicks whatever. 

We only ask that the submission 
include return postage where 
possible." 

All those interested in sub- 
mitting articles or manuscript 
to this agency are urged to con- 
tact the librarian, Mr. McHenry. 

It may be noted that all such 
material must be submitted 
through the library, and not 
sent direct to the agency. 


Wold Takes AA 
Secretary Post 


TannerTakesOver 
Polaroid Program 

Due to film commitments at 


Ron “Bear" Wold, 31, was 
appointed to the post of secre- 
tary to the AA group, Sunday, 
Dec. 12. 

Wold, who has been a mem- 
ber of the grotip since July of 
1970, brings a good deal of ex- 
perience to his new job, and is 
familiar with most of the prob- 
lems which arise from time to 
time. 

Alcoholics Anonymous holds 
its meetings on Thurs- 
day nights from 8:20 to 10:20 
p.m., and Wold will assist any 
man who cares either to join, or 
finds problems within the group. 


his job in the film workshop, Bill 
Lawhon has been forced to re- 
sign from the Polaroid film pro- 
gram. 

Lawhon, who did the initial 
work in setting up the program 
in conjunction with the MAC, 
will be replaced by Jim Tanner 
who works in the sheet metal 
shop. 

It is hoped that the program, 
which has been very popular 
with the inmates here, will con- 
tinue the fine work under Tan- 
ner as was experienced under 
Lawhon. 
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The 


Warden’s 

Column 


L. S. Nelson , Warden- 



As one reaches my age, the passing of the old, 
and advent of the new year brings both thank- 
fulness and concern. Gratitude that I made it 
another year, and concern that I won't make it 
’til the next New Year's Day rolls around. I am 
sure that many of you share my feelings. 

1971, with all its problems, certainly brought 
some rewards to the men at San Quentin. Release 
dates continued to be granted at ever higher 
levels by the Adult Authority. Our overcrowded 
condition has gone, hopefully forever. Our 
family visiting was gotten under way, and is 
now moving at full-speed ahead. The work-fur- 
lough program is now operating at full capacity. 
Our school programs, both academic and voca- 
tional, have not been reduced in number, even 
though the number of men enrolled is fewer. 
Looking at the total picture, the good has out- 
weighed the difficult. 

May 1972 bring with it the continued peace we 
have recently seen. May all of us endeavor to 
improve ourselves in areas where we are defi- 
cient, so that as 1972 approaches, this New Year 
may not be counted as a wasted one. 


The Future*- 


By Estes Wilson 

The future of this great country depends, it 
seems to me, in large measure upon the personal 
conduct of each and everyone of its private citi- 
zens. 

Therein lies the true responsibility. If we are 
to continue as the most powerful and responsible 
representative of the FYee World, then we as a 
nation must reaffirm our moral leadership. 

The disruptive element within this country 
can never withstand the thrust of dedicated and 
lawful leadership as administered by our duly 
elected officials. 

Now is the time to sweep aside, through lawful 
measures, those who would corrupt and defile 
traditions of democracy that have been dearly 
bought in the sacrifice of countless Americans 
upon many. fields of conflict, both foreign and 
domestic. 

For those who bemoan their supposed lack of 
freedom, I would remind them of what former 
President Calvin Coolidge had to say on the sub- 
ject many years ago: "Obedience to the law is 
freedom, complete obedience to the law is com- 
plete freedom,” May it always be so. 


Letters to the Editor 


Dear Editor; 

The dog wants me to thank you for mentioning 
him in your column. He was just tickled pink, and 
had a grin from ear to ear when I read it to him. 
(Believe me, it’s not easy for a half collie, half 
Australian shepherd to grin from ear to ear.) He 
just about busted his flea collar, he was so proud. 

All is not completely rosy though, ’cause now 
the cat feels cheated. He hasn’t been so upset 
since he lost his bifocals a while back. He will 
probably get over it in time. 

Seriously (?), the article “Pro-Football in Q” 
was great last issue. Also your series on "Q” 
history is most interesting. The kids think the 
picture of the dungeon looks like the corridors 
at school, but 1 think they may be over-reacting, 
don’t you? 

Best wishes to all of you out here, will look 
forward to better things in ’72. 

— Sincerely, 

Mrs. Loretta Adams 
Los Altos, Calif. 

Dear Mrs. Adams, family, cat and mutt: 

Thanks for the letter. You made TD feel a bit better. 
He's been wandering around chewing holes in the bars 
ever since your last one. 

As far as the dungeon is concerned, and the level of 
education in some of the schools today, your kids might 
just have a point. 

As for things looking better in 72. we do have our 
hopes. It’s people out there who show the interest in 
Os in here that yoir have who will change things The 
last count was 2.246. 1 think you can now add that many 
to your list of friends. 

The men in blue salute you. Mrs. Adams. 

_ — - - — Editor 


Letters to the Editor 


Dear Editor: 

We enjoy the S.Q. News and envy the regular- 
ity of your publication. You don’t seem to have 
any trouble with the printing end of it. (Editors 
note: &#$*%#©?$& .*%*{% + ?&@?.) 

Your paper is read here at The Eye Opener 
news office as well as by others. If someone loses 
it before the others get a chance, there is some 
disappointment (usually expressed verbally). 

Your cartoons are good, and we think humor 
such as John Severnson Watson's hassle with the 
food detectives (rice pudding bust) adds/some- 
thing to the paper. x. 

We compliment Watson on his excellent judg- 
ment in rating us number four in his annual 
Penal Press Awards column. We also admire his . 
modesty. (Editors note: +§? @ + ?$# &@?.) 

I think John might have made a few penal 
editors gnash their teeth in anger and frustration 
when they learned a "mimeographed” paper has 
been rated above them. We were so impressed 
and delighted with our rating, we decided to rest 
on that and pass up the opportunity to enter the 
Carbondale thing. 

Incidentally, "we” refers to Rex Fletcher and 
me. But Rex is now gone. He won his discharge 
in court. We miss the old gent, not only for his 
talents as a writer and editor, but for his caustic 
comments and attitudes as well. 

I once accused him of drinking a glass of vin- 
egar before breakfast every morning. (S.Q. News 
Staff: Our editor, Phil Clark, drinks two cups of 
turpentine before each meal!) 

Rex has a unique sense of humor, samples of 
which I heard several times a day. (News Staff: 
Our editor has a distinct sense of humor, also. 
It’s so unique that no one has laughed yet at his 
frequent attempts at comedy routines.) 

Now back to your publication. We became 
aware today through the Nov. 26 issue of your 
paper that Phil Clark is leaving, or has left. I’m 
sure, however, that in a prison the size of Quen- 
tin, you’ll have no trouble finding a man to re- 
place him. 

But it may be hard to find someone who can 
write as well as Phil. That guy can write! If Phil 
cared to, I’m sure he could find a job with some 
publication, but he seems to have a good thing 
going for him as a lab technician. 

We will have an item in our Nov. -Dec. issue 
about our rating by Severnson. And henceforth, 
as far as we are concerned, Watsdn’s rating is 
IT! There’s a bit of pride and ego involved, con- 
sidering our rating by him, but at the same time 
we recognize that it would be a good fhing to 
have a man on the circuit who is recognized as 
the final word op the ratings. 

Personally, I think he knows more about the 
matter than those Carbondale guys. The proof, 
if any is needed, is that our offset paper won 
second place at Carbondale as a mimeographed 
paper. 

From time to time we will comment about 
Watson’s Penal Press in a tone that will imply 
recognition of him as the “authority.” 

Keep the Q-News coming, and keep up the 
good work! 

Joe Carnes, Editor 
The Eye Opener 
McAlester, Oklahoma 

Dear Joe: 

It certainly was a pleasure to receive your letter. 
Unfortunately for me. the law enforcement agencies in 
this State aren't as careless in identifying people as 


lab technician who went home on parole. However. 
I’m going to the “board" next month so maybe I’ll fol- 
low in Walt’s footsteps. 

After reading your letter, Severnson now talks to 
the rest of the staff on an “appointment basis" only. 
Gads, he will be impossible to live with from now on. 
And he was bad enough as it was. 

Thanks for the very flattering comments on our 
paper. 

— Editor 
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SUBSCRIPTION BY MAIL SI PER YEAR 



By Phillip C. Clark 


With the advent of the new year, we may look back and see that 
many changes have occurred within the walls of San Quentin. 

1971 was not a happy year, but one filled with strife, death, 
heartache— and perhaps a coming of age. 

A last look at the daily count sheet shows that the prison popu- 
lation has fallen below 2,300 men. A new transfer sheet with 99 
names on it hit the board last week, and it’s rumored that an even 
bigger sheet is on the way. 

The blocks are emptying, the upper yard is no longer in general 
use, and it looks as though some of the working areas will soon 
be closed. 

By the time this hits the blocks the north dining hall will be 
closed for the New Year’s Show, and if rumor means anything, it 
might just stay that way. 

It’s rumored that the powers that be want to have the joint 
down to 1,500 men by ‘73, that the south block will be turned into 
some kind of center, and that some of the factories in the industrial 
area will soon close. 

The bird population is in a sweat because of the drop in goodies, 
they haven’t start up the fountain in the Portal Plaza, and just 
about anyone who wants a cat now can have one. 

All this is not to say that San Quentin is on its last legs. Here it 
sits, an open wound on the backside of Marin County, glowering, 
obscene, and maybe just a bit loose around the foundations. If 
so, no one is going to worry about it too much. 

The past year saw many new programs started by both the De- 
partment of Corrections and the outside community to aid the 
lot of the inmate. The surrounding community of Marin stilll 
screams at the presence of the prison, it has been doing that since! 
1852, but all in all the people appear to be not only more aware of 
the men here, but willing to go to the trouble to lighten their lot. ; 

Programs such as Job Therapy, the hospitality house, FriendJ 
Outside, Connections, and many more have been set up to aid the 
inmates and their families. 


More dates are now being handed out by the Adult Authority] 
and a general relaxation of parole conditions has been instituted. 


Old timers look around and kind of shake their heads. But 
really, there aren’t too many old timers left to shake. Each wee] 
sees more and more men leave, some being snatched off the yan 
without prior notice. Men come in, but a close look at the sheet 
will show that many of them are entering on prerelease programs 
and won’t stay long. 

1971 blew the mind of the nation. Not just in the areas ojf 
foreign policy, domestic strife, or economic realignment, but in 
an awakening of concern in the nation’s prison systems. 

It might be debated in some quarters, but the truth is that 
people, little people, have become aware that the country’s prisons 
need help. No longer are people totally blind or unfeeling to the 
plight of imprisoned men. No longer do they sit back and view" 
the cages which hold the bodies of men as just an extension of 
some universal zoo. It’s not enough anymore for officials to 
promise this or that in the sure knowledge that public apathy will 
condone whatever they do. It's become "show me” time. 

This new awareness is by no means nationwide. It’s not even 
statewide. But it is blooming. A year or two ago it was hard to find 
many people who even knew the location of the state’s prison, 
more less the names of the wardens. And when it came down to 
the men — forget it! - 

But all has changed, as the year has changed. It’s true* that the 
troubles here have prevented many people and groups from com- 
ing to San Quentin, but they are edging in around the corners. A 
look at the back issues of the News in just the last six months will 
show the reader that this is true. 

So what’s ahead? Being the eternal optimist, I feel that a good 
deal more, and better, will hatch in the coining year. That’s not to 
say we won’t have our troubles. There will always be stupid men 
in our midst who feel the only out is the knife in the back, but on 
the whole, as the community becomes more aware, so, too, will 
the man on the mainline. 


This past week I experienced something that lends a good deal 
.of hope to my optimism. I was filled up to the back of my teeth 
with some gripes at the ,West Block Committee. I felt there were 
some areas in which thfv weren’t doing their jobs. I, and some 
others, attended their weekly meeting with the result that some 
eyes were opened on both sides. 


Circulation Manager 
Photographer 


I had some gripes that were for real, they had some problems 
that were just as real, but unknown to me. That, of course, was 
my fault. I should have asked. 


The main thing though was that everyone concerned sat down 
together and hashed the thing out. They didn’t agree with some 
of my points, nor I with some of their’s. But they were talked out. 

As long as men can sit down and talk over their differences, 
come to some kind of mutual understanding, and shake hands on 
the way out the door, I for one will continue to feel damn optimistic. 

Awareness and involvement works both ways If we expect 
others to possess these traits, tt must follow that we meet them 
half way. Argue our points. Fight for what we feel to be right. 
Compromise when conflicting points are valid, but when it's all 
over and the dust has cleared, strike hands and leave with a smile 
HAPPY NEW YEAR “D" 


. 
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Profile of a Monument— 1852-1971 


60-foot room when the door to 
the gallows room opened and 
Durrant, accompanied by his 
father and Warden Hale, came 
in. Durrant’s father took a seat 
in the first row, while Mrs. Dur- 
rant waited in another room. 
Both had suffered a cruel disap- 
pointment when Warden Hale 
refused their request to have 
a kinetoscope made of the hang- 
ing. ^ 


ffinfc nnrl Pnnpc off their backs. The farmers, 
KIOTS ana nopes Who were having bumper years, 

By Phillip C. Clark needed the sacks anyway. 

In August 1880, the board of 
During the 20 years from prison directors contracted with 
1880 to 1900 San Quentin was Messrs. Fairbairn, Kennedy, & 
turned into a giant gunny-sack Naylor of Leeds, England, for 
factory, and the convicts into 100 jute looms at $1,000 each, 
industrial laborers. At the same 500 tons of raw jute was ordered 
time the prison had a flavor of from Calcutta, and soon the 
sweet light on top and bitter prison was in business. Twenty 
brutality at the bottom. years later the manufacture of 

In the early days there had jute bags was the only industry 
been a more or less sporting in the prison, and for 50 more 
view taken of the criminal ac- the jute mill was the principal 
tivities in the state, and tradi- fact of life at Point San Quen- 
tion being such, a certain tin.v 
amount of pride. But by the “All is Well” 

turn of the century all this had The jute mill was a hole of 
passed, and the citizens had the most repellent sort. None 
come to regard criminals- and of the workers were free to 
convicts as made of c6arser ma- quit, and should he fail to finish 
terial than themselves, brutal his quota, or made bad cloth, he 
by their very nature, and passed was turned over to the discipli- 
over by God. nary department. Even by the 

Respectability had arrived standards of the time, the mill 
and the Argonauts a part of the was not a pleasant place to 
dead past. Stiff collars, high work. The brick workrooms 
shoes, and dark clothes had echoed with the slap of belts, 
taken the place of the hickory the. clattering of looms, and the 
shirts of the miners. Physical air was filled with jute dust that 
anthropology was in vogue, and made the men think their lungs 
such men as Lombroso of Italy were lined with lint. There was 
were preaching that felons no heat, and until the state fur- 
tended to bear the physical nished the men with gray-ribbed 
stigmata of sloping foreheads, army blouses the men shivered 
long ear lobes, and beetling by the machines in their thin 
brows. stripes. 

The growth of California as The mill was no place that a 
a respectably middle-class state man might chose to work, but 
was, then, the social milieu for most of the convicts seemed to 
the crimes committed against agree with the convict writer, 
San Quentin prisoners, while Donald Lowrie, thai he did not 
the positive theory provided its find the mill the inferno it had 


Durrant, accompanied by'fiis 
guards, Father Logan, and) 
Amos Lunt, the hangman] 
mounted the scaffold where 
Durrant protested his innocence 
saying he had been convicted by 
the papers. Hearing his wordd, 
Durrants’s father turned to th^ 
crowd and asked, “How’s that 
for a brave boy?" 

Durrant’s head was then 
covered, the noose adjusted, anp 
at a sign form Warden Hale thje 
three guards concealed in a 
sort of sentry box cut three 
cords, one of which released the 
trap- As the on-lookers surged 
forward, Durrant senior cried 
testily "Stand back!” 

The most grotesque part of 
the execution was yet to come. 
After Durrant’s body was cut 
down it was placed in a prison- 
made black coffin, but whenl it 
was learned that Durrant’s par- 
ents had brought a coffin, it was 
transferred and carried to the 
room where Mrs. Durrant Was 
waiting. The hood was re- 
moved, and Mr. and Mrs. Dur- 
rant bent and kissed their son 
on the lips. Mrs. Durrant broke 
down and wept as they trie(j to 
compose their son’s features 
into a more normal statet>--*>f« 

When the spectators turped 
back to the couple both wfere 
composed and Mrs. Durrant 
was smiling. The convict as- 
signed to tend the room asked 
Mrs. Durrant if she would like 
something to eat. “Thank you, 
I would,” tpe lady replied. 

A tray lo&ded down with food 
was brought from the kitchen, 
a table was laid at the feet of 
the corpse, and the two Durrants 
sat down and ate heartily. One 
reporter said he heard Mrs. 
Durrant say, "Papa, give me 
some more of the roast.” 


THE GALLOWS: this area occupied the upper floor of the Sash and 
Blind and is now used for nothing at all, and better so. 

chicken-hearted refused. The not a sound came from Kid AI- 
machinery was turned off, and ley except for the dripping of 
in the silence, the convicts’ water. The silence did not mean 
voices turned into the howling peace, but sullenness, cunning 
of a mob. and desperation. 

A strike committee left the Dollar an Inch 

mill to speak with Warden Hale The first man to hang from 
and Captain Edgar. They de- the San Quentin gallows was a 
manded the discharge of the simple-minded convict named 
chief steward and all convict Jos6 Gabriel, otherwise known 
cooks, with the choice of new as Indian Joe. In 1891 the task 
cooks left up to the men. The of execution was taken out of 
chief baker, a convict, was to be the hands of the San Rafael 
deprived of, his goodtime, and sheriffs and put into the hands 
his assistants replaced for com- of Warden Hale who had con- 
mitting "unmentionalable acts” structed his gallows on the top 
while mixing bread. floor of the Sash and Blind. 

According to official accounts Perhaps the most bizarre, or 
Hale stood firm, but it seems for that matter down right crazy 
more likely that- the Warden execution to occur in the Sash 
agreed to all the demands with and Blind was the execution of 
his fingers crossed in order to Theodore Durrant in January, 
get the prisoners back into their 1898, for the murder of two 
cells without violence. If this young women in the belfry of 
was the case, he was successful, Emmanuel Baptist Church un- 
although at some expense of der circumstances that had the 
honor. local press drooling at the 

The mutiny was over, and if mouth, 
it had just ended there it would Christened by the press as 


The Jute Mill (left with big smoke stack) as viewed from the hill. 

Mt. Tamalpais in the background. 

philosopical apology. Another been painted, 
reason for the brutalization of Almost without exception 
the convicts was the political every riot that broke out be- 
and economic necessity for tween 1880 and 1950 was 
making San Quentin pay for it- caused by food. The mill fig- 
self. ured largely in these riots, but 

Jute it was more of a place to hold 

At the behest of the growing them than the actual cause, 
labor organization in the state, Ames started by paying the 
the California Constitution of men 10 cents a day, but this 
1879 outlawed once and for all was stopped by the legislature, 
the monstrosity of contract la- leaving food as the only me- 
bor in San Quentin. But if this . dium of payment, 
solved one problem it only Paul Shirley improved the 
l^rpught about the next. The food in 1886, but it wasn’t long 
prison now had to pay its own until the men were bitterly 
way. complaining that the meat was 

How to do this, at least in tainted, the soup filthv, the bread 
part, was solved by Warden J. sour, and the coffee sloppy. 

P. Ames, who proposed that San On Thursday, May 27, 1897, 
Quentin be turned into a fac- all hell broke loose in the form 
tory where raw jute would be of a great mutiny at the mill 
spun, woven, and sewed into which was met by Warden Hale 
sacks to be sold to the stale and his men with unprece- 
wheat farmers- dented violence. 

At the time there tfas but The 720 men in the mill re- 
one jute mill operating in the ported for work as usual, but 
state, and it was in Oakland when the machines started up, 
staffed by Chinese labor. If San just stood in their places. The 
Quentin were to go into the jute guards tried to urge them back 
business hardly any white to work, but even the most 


JUTE MILL, with convicts 


TO BE CONTINUED 
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Sweat, Guts and Leather Clash in Christmas Ring Battles 


Friday, December 31, 1971 


Marshall vs. Belton 


Daniels vs. Reyes 


Loya vs. Lopez 

Juan Lopez was definitely the 
aggressor of the two, but the 
slow-stalking Loya still won by 
a unanimous decision. Loya 
only having trained for two days 
prior to the card, was surprised 
to see his name on the card; and 
what was probably even more 
surprising to him was the unan- 
imous decision in his favor! 

Aguirre vs. Croft 
In what had to be the quick- 
est ending match of the day, 
James Croft, a relative newcom- 
er, kayoed the stunned Brown 
Sugar Aguirre with a flurry of 
hard lefts and rights to claim 
victory in 38 seconds . of the 
first round. 


Baker vs. Frost 
A bad cut over Ronnie Baker’s 
eye stopped the fight at the con- 
clusion of round two and 
awarded the hard-hitting J. V. 
Frost a TKO. Both men came out 
swinging from the heels and 
provided the fans with explo- 
sive fistic action. 

Moreno vs. Thomas 

Both men came out at the bell 
of the initial round swinging 
fast and furious. Marcel 
Thomas’ longer reach gave him 
the advantage over his shorter 
opponent, Sammy Moreno, but 
Moreno seemed to throw the 
harder punch when he landed it. 


BABY DANIELS (L.) AND JOE REYES trading blows in a tough battle 
that ended with Daniels winning on a split decisions. 


“Tuffy” Belton, new to Esque 
fight cards, took on the veteran 
Ernie Marshall in a very excit- 
ing bout which Belton won on 
a split decision. Belton’s aggres- 
siveness was probably the dif- 
ference in this one, but Mar- 
shall’s ring ability held up well 
for the full three rounds. 


A HARD RIGHT TO THE BREADBASKET is delivered to Taney Uar\ 
Thomas by Clarence "Shine" Hammick who won a unanimous 
decision in what many thought was the best action bout on the card. 

ton sparred around witli ex-mid- 
dle-weight champ Larry Woods. 

Eaton’s quickness for a heavy- 
weight was very impressive. 

A1 “Sugar” Conley then 
sparred three rounds each with 
Benito “Crow” Ibarra and Baby 
Leroy. Crow showed some hid- 
den fistic ability for a light- 
weight and was quite impressive 
despite being quite apparently 
overmatched by the greatness 
of Sugar Conley. 


Baker vs. Frost 


Ringside Wrap-up 

This card had the unique dis- 
tinction of being well organized 
(compared to those in the past) 
and went off extremely well. 
Matchmakers Crow Ibarra and 
Ray Hamilton deserve credit for 
producing an excellent card. 

And referee-judge Frankie 
Carter, here for his 38th year, 
received his usual bobs (he 
wouldn’t feel right without 'em), 
but they were taken in a good- 
natured way. Frankie is a real 
humanitarian who is always go- 
ing out of his way to help others. 

Vic Grupico filled in for the 
ailing Jack Downey and did a 
fine job refereeing and judging 
his share of the matches. 

Of course, as in all fight cards, 
a few of the scheduled boxers 
dropped out at the last minute 
for one excuse or another, but 
their places on the card were 
aptly filled. All - of the fighters 
that participated on the card 
deserve credit for an outstand- 
ing performance and for show- 
ing a lot of spirit and heart. 

Other Officials 

Trainers: Bi* Shepherd, Frank 
Jackson, Hector Marez. Charlie 
McCoy, “Baby Leroy” Hudson, A1 
'Sugar* Conley. "Gangster Frank" 
Williams, Ray Hamilton, "Wildcat" 
Murray. Freddy Montoya, Sal de 
Rosa. 

Tachi Galavis&Hurale Williams, 
cornermen; Richard Tovar & Andy 
Lowe, glovemen; Gerry Page, time- 
keeper; T. D._ Ventura,- statistician; 
Bobby Blanton. KSQ Sports. 


After three slugging rounds, 
Thomas was awarded a unani- 
mous decision mainly due to the 
almost complete exhausted state 
of his opponent. This was defi- 
nitely one of the most exciting 
bouts on the card, as both men 
held their mud to the end. 


Hammick vs. Thomas 

This fight, in my opinion, was 
the best show of the card. Both 
men attacked each other vicious- 
ly from the opening bell to the 
final bell with sledge-hammer 
blows thrown by both of these 
tough and very talented pugi- 
lists. 


Sesser vs. Fuller 
Menchaca vs. Motton 
A series of left and right com- 
binations kayoed Capt. Fan- 
tasma Menchaca and gave Eddie 
Motton a ring victory with 1:05 
remaining in the second round. 

Fuller vs. Sesser 
The second fastest match of 
the day was between “Fat Dad- 
dy" Fuller and “Little John” 
Sesser. With 1:21 left in the first 
round, Sesser decked Fuller for 
a KO and all the marbles. 


“Shine” Hammick, a very 
tough welterweight who fought 
to a draw with welterweight 
king, Norman Martin, on the 
Memorial Day Card of this year, 
locked horns with an equally 
tough opponent in “Fancy Dan” 
Thomas. At the end of three 
rounds of slugfest action, Clar- 
ence “Shine” Hammick emerged 
as the victor by a unanimous 
decision. And, as a fan was heard 
at ringside, “even when they 
missed it sounded good, and 
looked pretty to boot!” 

Exhibition Bouts 
Rounding cfaWhgcard were 
three interestingdkhibition 
matches. Heavyweight (and for- 
mer Esque champ) Johnny Ea- 


THESE FIVE TAKE NO JIVE (standing I. to r.)-Johnny Eaton, Harry 
Hertzog (his 10th year announcing the fights), Ray Hamilton (assist, 
matchmaker), Vic Grupico (referee-judge), and world renown Fran- 
kie Carter (a referee-judge at Q for 38 years). 


Hammick vs. Thomas 


Sugar Conley and Benito 
"Crow" Ibarra 


San Quentin News 

1 Sfronfo I 


Round one: “ Baby” Daniels’ 
quick combinations staggered 
Joe Reyes momentarily against 
the ropes, but Reyes held his 
mud and countered well to es- 
cape any serious damage. Round 
two: Reyes sent Daniels to the 
canvas with a right cross and a 
left hook early in this round, 
however, Daniels recovered 
quickly. Both men finished this 
round on their feet and showed 
no signs of running out of fuel. 
Round three: This was a fairly 
even round with both men show- 
ing signs of weariness. Daniels 
was awarded the match on a 
split decision — which proved to 
be a very unpopular decision to 
the fans. 


Wheeler vs. Brown 


Charlie Wheeler won a unan- 
imous decision overArnie 
Brown in a dull, actionless three 
rounds of love-tapping that drew 
boos from the audience. 

It was more an exhibition 
than it was a fight! 





